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ANNUAL MEETING AND
ELECTION OF OFFICERS
TUESDAY, MAY 1, 2001

Conforming to Article 1, Section 1 of the Bylaws of
the Coordinate Bodies, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry, Valley of Bloomington, notice is hereby
given that the Annual Meeting will be held in the Bane
Room of the Scottish Rite Temple, 110 E. Mulberry
Street, Bloomington, at 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, May 1, 2001.

Pursuant to Article III, Bloomington Lodge of
Perfection, 14°, Zerrubabel Council, Princes of
Jerusalem, 16° Mt. Calvary Chapter Rose Croix, 18°,
and Bloomington Consistory, 32°, will conduct election
of officers and appointments will be made.

The Annual Reports of the officers will be made
along with other business which may properly be con-
sidered and acted upon at the meeting. All members in
good standing of the Scottish Rite, Valley of
Bloomington are entitled to attend and vote on matters
before the bodies.

Jim L. Grimm James M. Beveridge
Thrice Potent Master Sovereign Prince
Bloomington Lodge Zerrubel Council

of Perfection Princes of  Jerusalem

Marvin W. Hays Danny J. Leifel, 33°
Most Wise Master Commander-In-Chief
Mt. Calvary Chapter, Bloomington Consistory

Rose Croix

Attest:
David Young, 33º
Executive Secretary

ou, Your Lady, Family and Friends

are cordially invited to attend

the Installation of Officers

Valley of Bloomington

Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite

of Freemasonry

commencing at 7:00 p.m.

in the evening

Wednesday, May 9, 2001

Scottish Rite Temple

110 E. Mulberry Street

Bloomington, Illinois

___________________

Officers Elect:

Gerald L. Lott Thrice Potent Master

F. Sherwood Smith Sovereign Prince

Joseph A. Ward Most Wise Master

Michael S. Weer, 33° Commander-in-Chief
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NOTES FROM THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF

To the family that is the Valley of Bloomington, AASR, I want to extend my heart felt thanks. Nothing in

my Masonic career has brought me a greater sense of accomplishment than being Chairman of the Board

this last two years. We have accomplished much but much is left undone. I look forward to continuing in

service and following the lead of new, energetic and competent commander-in-chief and other elected offi-

cers of our Valley.

Thrice Potent Master Jim Grimm brought to our attention last year the book “Who Moved My Cheese”.

This thought provoking little book suggests that there are those who use change as a catalyst for new pro-

ductivity and a happier life. However, others suffer from change, grow miserably and only wonder why hap-

piness eludes them. So it is with our Valley.

Our beloved Temple, the pride of our Valley and our community, is too expensive for the Valley alone

or in cooperation with the American Passion Play to maintain. With the Temple, both the Valley and Play

were doomed and the end for both organizations was near. (three to five years).

On the last day of July 2001, The Temple will be transferred to the city of Bloomington. With that trans-

fer, the Valley and Play will, once again, have a future. In that future, however, both will change in my view

for the better.

Valley reunions will continue to be held in the Temple (for no rental fee); the city of Bloomington will

assume responsibility for maintaining the Temple, expanding its use and developing it into a center for

north side Bloomington development; the city will pay the valley $150,000 in cash and repay $210,000 in

debt we owe the play by providing seven year’s free rental to the Play; parking and amenities will be pro-

vided and the area around the Temple beautified. When in the future we hold reunions we should see the

signs of a renaissance.

But, if we do not take advantage of the respite we have received, if we do not learn to create “New

Cheese”, all will be for naught. The Valley must crack the membership flood gates and that means mak-

ing a program valuable and attractive to younger men and their families. The same goes for the American

Passion Play. The man who, with joy, devoted 40 or more hours a week to Masonic work is a thing of the

past. Those still doing this are growing older or burning out. Thank heavens we still have a few but The

Valley cannot long survive if such effort is seen as the norm instead of the exalted exception.

As I step away from the tiller, I look forward to once again picking up an oar and laboring with my fam-

ily. I believe every Commander-in-Chief hopes that when help is needed someone will come forth to help.

No Commander-in-Chief has had better help. The elected officers were very supportive and there was

always a Lee Devore, an Ed Smiley, a Lars LaBounty, a Billy Burden, a Roger Aukerman, a Jay Keeran,

a Bob Leggett, a Sandy Young, Tena Fowler and many, many more willing to step forward to pitch in. With

such leaders, I know we have a future and a bright one indeed.

Thanks to all who make the Valley a family.
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The Salvation Army gets a ringing hand from the
Lodge of Perfection officers. Those pictured are Jim
Grimm, T.P.M.; Barry Weer, Treasurer; Gerald Lott, D.M.;
Russell McCulley, S.W.; M. Merle Murry, P.T.P.M.; Steven
Barr, Hospitaler; Danny Leifel, P.T.P.M.; K. Randall
Wilson, Tyler and organizer and Hugh Evans, J.W.
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The Valley of Bloomington
Welcomes the 2001 Spring Class

Top Row L to R:  Patrick J. Kneller, Oliver D. Elder; Kevin R. Frazier; Fred L. Kneller; Erik J. Anderson. Bottom Row 
L to R:   Richard L. Jensen; Marc A. Feaster; Charles H. Ross, Jr.; Bryan M. Darnall; William L. Galloway. Not pictured:
Timothy J. Ruestman.

The Valley Board of Trustees at its May 2, 2000
meeting took action to create a new membership
reward program. This program will reward those
individuals who are successful in attracting new
members for the Valley of Bloomington.

Any member who top lines 7 petitions and the
candidates complete their work will earn a member-
ship in the 800 Club for themselves or their
designee. Petitions must be dated May 3, 2000 or
later.

This program is a win—win situation. The Valley
wins by continuing its positive growth trend. The
Scottish Rite member wins by earning an 800 Club
membership. The 800 Club will pay the dues to the
Valley of Bloomington for the qualifying member
until they reach their 50th anniversary in Scottish

Rite after which time, dues are considered ‘paid in
full’ and are no longer charged.

If you already have an 800 Club membership,
you can designate another brother to receive this
benefit. This is a great ‘gift’ for a son, grandson,
brother, or friend.

The program is quite simple, Top line 7 petitions.
As soon as the candidates complete their work, the
800 Club membership begins.

The membership committee has set a goal of 6
petitions per month beginning August 1, 2000 and
ending July 31, 2001. Carry an information
brochure and a Scottish Rite petition to your Blue
Lodge and encourage a brother to seek additional
light in Masonry.

NEW MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM

uu u
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We Need New Members!!

BASEBALL SEASON—CUBS START STRONG

Ball trips have gotten a little more expensive.  Bus went way up and tickets went up also.
White Fence Farm a little.  Go for the combo . . . .STILL-WHAT A DEAL!!

COMBO TRIPS — $105.00
(Not applicable to non-members) - You will receive a card confirming your order.

Nashville Country Christmas
NOVEMBER 30 - DECEMBER 2 — 3 Days
INCLUDED IN THE COST OF THE TRIP:
* Round trip motorcoach transportation (Peoria Charter Coach)
* Accommodations for two nights at the Opryland Hotel
Friday, November 30
Travel to Nashville, Tennessee.  Opryland Hotel. Attend the 6:30 pm show of the world-famous Grand Ole Opry.  This legendary show,
which hasn’t missed a broadcast since it first took to the WSM AM airwaves in 1925, has been the undisputed home of country music
and attraction for millions of fans and visitors from around the world.  The Opry’s distinguished membership roster reads like a Who’s
Who in Country Music.

Saturday, December 1
Breakfast cruise aboard the General Jackson is included this morning.  A tour of Nashville and a visit to the New Country Music Hall of
Fame.  This evening dinner and entertainment included at the hotel “under the stars” in a newly created enchanted holiday forest set-
ting.  The hotel will be transformed into a winter wonderland with Christmas displays, miles of garland and beautiful poinsettias.  After
dark, two million glittering lights, a colorful gingerbread house, and a 141-foot lighted Christmas spectacular called “Southern Lights”
can be seen.  This incredible Christmas light extravaganza is surrounded by a beautiful poinsettia light display that twinkles with thou-
sands of colors is displayed outside of the hotel.

Sunday, December 2
Visit the Ice Palace in the hotel—a new exhibit of carvings, sculptures and three-dimensional holiday themed displays—all made of ice.
Enjoy the Art, Antique and Craft Fair also before departure.  Return home this evening after an enjoyable stay at the beautiful Opryland
Hotel.

Cost of the tour:
$440 per person, two to a room
$590 single accommodations
$400 per person, three or four to a room
If we have 40 passengers minimum; 44 passengers maximum

Cancellation insurance is available at $4.25 per hundred dollars of coverage.  For the cost of  double rate, the insurance would be
$22.00-$25.00.  Please advise if you wish insurance when making deposits.

Must have at least 30 reservations by August 20th.  No deposit refunds after that date.  Final payment due September 15th.

Jim Beveridge,
Escort/Chairman G.U.G. Club

CUBS/METS
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27th

Game Time 1:20 p.m.

$50.00
Bus, game ticket and meal at White Fence Farm

CUBS/CARDINALS
SATURDAY, AUGUST 25th

Game Time 12:15 p.m.
$60.00

(We do not receive Senior Citizens on Saturday games.)
Bus, game ticket and meal at White Fence Farm

• Admissions and attractions as listed in the itinerary
* One supper and one breakfast
* Luggage Handling

$475 per person, two to a room
$620 single accommodations
$430 per person, three or four to a room
If we have 30 passengers minimum
*Prices subject to reconfirmation



IN
MEMORIAM

We note the passing from this existence to
the next. Those called since the last issue:
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A Tribute to ThoseA Tribute to Those
Who Have ServedWho Have Served

At the Annual Meeting of this Valley, we pay tribute

to the presiding officers of the Lodge, Council, Chapter
and Consistory. These brethren have been faithful in the

performance of their duties. They have accepted the

responsibilities of their office not only during their year
as presiding officer but all along the line of “going

through the chairs”. They have fully supported the activ-

ities of the Valley. They have made many friends and
the Valley of Bloomington is better and richer through

the service that they have given.

The true office of a Mason is to sow that others may
reap, to work and plan for those who will follow in our

footsteps. The Valley is deeply grateful for the contribu-

tions you have made during your years of service in
order to establish a new  threshhold from which our

Valley may prosper and grow.

We are proud to honor and say thank you to:

Jim L. Grimm James M. Beveridge

Thrice Potent Master Sovereign Prince

Marvin W. Hays                       Danny J. Leifel, 33°
Most Wise Master                      Commander-in-Chief

To them we say that the decorations they received

are not given as a memorial to their labors, but as an
inspiration to continue the fine contribution that they are

making to the Scottish Rite.

Congratulations, one and all.

May the Earthly Temple on which
they labored prove acceptable in

Thy sight, Oh Lord.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the
families of our departed Brothers.

Gayle E. Anderson, Elliott, IL

William E. Norris, Normal, IL

Orville L. Harden, Marseilles, IL

Carl W. Holland, McLean, IL

Jackson P. Whittinghill, Bloomington, IL

William J. Sass, Ancona, II

Delmar K. Cope. Lampasas, TX

Bascom W. Jackson, Kankakee, IL

Roland F. Macy, Polson, MT.

Charles A. Wagner, Bloomington, IL

Robert P. Bateman, Bloomington, IL

S. Dallas Myers, Lexington, IL

G. Fred Wiegand, Normal, IL

Murvel D. Pretorius, Peoria, IL

Excess Valley Property
Disposition Sale

Saturday, June 30, 2001
8 am to 3 pm

In the Dining Room of the
Bloomington Scottish Rite Temple

COMING SOON!
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INVITE YOU AND YOUR GUEST TO PLAY IN OUR FIRST ANNUAL

The McLean County Shrine Club and the Valley of Bloomington Scottish Rite, invite you and your
guest to play in our first annual combined Masonic golf outing. If you have a friend, relative, or
neighbor who may have an interest in petitioning the Symbolic Blue Lodge, Scottish Rite, York
Rite, Shrine, or McLean County Shrine Club, for membership, have them come with the appropri-
ate petition SIGNED AND ACCOMPANIED WITH A CHECK FOR THE PROPER INITIATION
FEE, and they play for free! Otherwise, invited guests pay like the rest of us. This golf outing is
opened to invited guests of membership. The details are as follows:

Date: Monday, May 14, 2001

Time:  12:00 noon

Location:  Kappa Country Club, Kappa Illinois

Cost:  $50.00 per person (green fees, cart, dinner)
Make check payable to M.C.S.C.

Play:  Four man best ball, (shotgun start at 12:00 noon)

We need 80 players to be able to reserve the course for a shotgun start. Having this opened to
guests, and as a membership drive could benefit all our Fraternal organizations.

Reservations Due:  Friday, May 4, 2001
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Fill out and mail to:
McLean County Shrine Club, P.O. Box 593, Bloomington, IL  61702-0593

Enclosed is $_____________for______(# of players) at $50.00 per person  Make check payable to M.C.S.C.

My fore some is: _____________________ _____________________

_____________________ _____________________

please print clearly

RESERVATIONS DUE:  Friday, May 4, 2001

McLean County
Shrine Club 

Valley of Bloomington
SCOTTISH RITE

&

The

G  G    LLFF   OUTINGOUTING

Dinner only:  $15.00
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2001 MEMORIAL OBSERVANCE OF THE
FEAST OF THE PASCHAL LAMB

Members of the Mount Calvery Chapter of Rose Croix, DeMolay Commandary No. 24, K.T., Bloomington Assembly
Fourth Degree and area Third Degree Councils of Knights of Columbus joined together in a spirit of brotherhood to hallow
the memory of one hundred nine of our departed Brethen and to reaffirm our belief in the wonderful words-Christ Lives!


