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Brethren, 

The Cathedral News, Robin Carr, editor, is published at least 4 times per year by the Bloomington Con-
sistory, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, 110 E. Mulberry St.. Bloomington, Illinois 61702-3695. This be-
ing Volume LXV, Number 1, August  2002. 

The Consistory News accepts advertising. Contact the Secretary’s Office for details. 
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Secretary’s Report 2001-2002 
 

The Secretary is required each year to provide the Valley membership with a report covering statisti-
cal data concerning the Valley. A report of the Valley’s activities were covered in the report of the 
Commander-in-Chief. 

 

This report covers membership data on a fiscal year of May 1, 2001 to April 30, 2002. As of our clos-
ing date of April 30, 2002, the Valley of Bloomington has a dues paying membership of 1,753. We 
have 105 Brothers of Remission, 31 Brothers on Senior Status and 204 “fifty-year” members for a 
grand total of 2,083 on the membership roll. We gained 16 members by Initiation, 2 by Affiliation and 
13 through Restoration, showing an increase of 31 members. Conversely, we lost 61 members by 
Suspension, 0 members by Discharge, 0 members by Expulsion and 80 have gone to their eternal re-
ward. This is a net loss of134 members in the last year. There are 283 members in the 600 CLUB. 

 

The Valley has generated the dues billing notice for fiscal year 2002-2003. As of this report we have 
112 members who are two years in arrears on their dues for a total of $14,560.00, and 1,631 mem-
bers who owe current dues of $65.00 for a total of $106,015.00 which is a grand total of 
$120,575.00 of collectable dues payable on or before August 1, 2002. 

 

Our delegation for the 2001 Illinois Council of Deliberation was comprised of 45 Brothers, 4 guests 
and 28 ladies for a total of 77 at Peoria, Illinois to witness Alan J. Leicht receive the Meritorious Ser-
vice Award. The 2001 Supreme Council session held in Indianapolis was attended by a delegation of 
15 Brothers and 8 ladies for a total of 23 who heard the announcement of Kenneth W. Smith as our 
candidate for Boston in 2002. 

 

The Valley remained in good financial condition during the past year because of the large reduction of 
salary and benefits for the Executive Secretary position and very little spent on maintaining a building. 
Income of $155,000.00 was received from the City of Bloomington for the physical building (moving 
expenses), and some of our personal property assets were deposited in the Permanent Fund to gain 
a better interest rate until it is needed. In addition,  a total of $18,488.08 received from the City of 
Bloomington was deposited in the Operating Fund for use during the current year. The Permanent 
Fund Trustees are changing our investments for a more conservative investment posture. 
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The Valley has been working with a Certified Public Accounting firm and our Insurance carrier 
on a list of property and insurance coverage’s We will continue defining all Scottish Rite assets 
and evaluating our insurance exposure during the next year. Great strides have been made in 
this area and I commend the Trustees of the American Passion Play for all the work they have 
accomplished in these areas as well. 

 

Once again I would like to extend my deepest appreciation to our members and staff who have 
dedicated their time and talents during the past fifteen years to serving those who have rented 
and used our facility. The Valley will forever be deeply indebted to you. It has truly been a labor 
of love for me to direct and participate in the physical improvements over the years. These im-
provements do attest to the willingness and dedication of all those staff members who have 
contributed towards providing a better environment for our members and patrons. Their ef-
forts will long be remembered and appreciated. 

 

My sincere congratulations on a job well done to our newest Past Presiding Officers, Brothers 
Gerald L. Lott, F. Sherwood Smith, and Joseph A. Ward. I know the membership feels as I do, 
that you have truly served the Valley to your best abilities. Please join me in congratulating 
these good and faithful servants.  

 

On July 26, 2001, we signed over the deed of the physical property to the City of Bloomington. 
Consummating the sale agreement was a big project and very stressful for those involved in the 
negotiations. It is my sincere desire and hope, that the members of the Valley of Bloomington 
will be pleased and proud of the future improvements and use of their building. Already the 
Scottish Rite drops used during the ceremonies have been evaluated and flame proofed. The 
rigging system above the stage has also had many safety improvements made to it. Countless 
hours of improvements to the building have been taking place during the past several months 
and the City will be contracting with firms to finalize the changes to be made during the renova-
tion process which will hopefully begin on, or before, May 4, 2003. 

 

The groundwork for new directions our Valley will be taking has been laid. No longer will we 
have to spend the majority of our labors and money on a physical plant. We can turn our ef-
forts to providing new programs to our membership. The membership will have to support 
these programs and activities which the Officers of the Valley have planned. The officers cannot 
execute the planned programs without the participation and involvement of the membership. 
Remember, the time for a Prince of the Royal Secret is always NOW and now is the time for 
all members to start making this Valley grow and become vibrant again. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

David Young, 330 

Executive Secretary 
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Grand Master’s Table Lodge and Fellowcraft Degree 
Bloomington Lodge # 43 will host a Table Lodge presided over by Grand Master Jim Durbin 
and followed by a Fellowcraft Degree on Thursday September 5, 2002 at the Interstate Center 
on Route 9 on Bloomington’s West side. Space is limited so only the first 300 Brothers regis-
tered may attend. Reservations must be received by August 20 with checks for $25 made pay-
able to Bloomington Lodge # 43. Send reservations to Billy Burden 811 E. Monroe Blooming-
ton, Illinois 61701. Phone  309-827-8660 or Ron Blue at 309-663-6678. 

 

Clip and mail coupon 

Name____________________________________  Phone____________________ 

 

Lodge_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Address_____________________________________________________________ 

 

City_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Number attending ______________amount enclosed ($25 per person)______________ 

“Demit?” 
So many times we hear the remark: “I want a demit from the Scottish Rite, I cannot attend meetings. My 
business or life is such that I cannot be active. Why should I remain a member?” 

There are some very good answers to that question. First of all, being a Freemason is not only attending 
meetings, although, it provides an opportunity for you to meet with your Brothers. Being a Freemason is 
LIVING a good life based on Masonic principle, and living up to vows assumed by you during the conferral 
of our degrees. It is BELIEVING IN and PRACTICING those beliefs that make you a Freemason. You con-
tinue to be a Mason even if you are in a place where there are no  Masonic Lodges! When you continue to 
pay your annual dues, you support a CAUSE that you believe in. You help to continue a Fraternity of Free-
masons who believe in moral character, love for country, and the practice of tenets in the life of a man –
and in the life of a nation. It is important to remember that you help build a heritage for those who come 
after you. Your annual dues and continued membership is a small contribution to pay to share in so great a 

cause.                                           STAY IN THE RITE! 
Taken from the Valley of Freeport Newsletter 



5 

 Have you ever taken a moment to thank Brother David Young, our Valley Secre-
tary, for all he does for the Valley? He does what he’s paid for , but he does so much 
more. In the past he has been secretary, janitor, building manager, conference atten-
dee, planner of Reunions, purchaser of supplies and person to kick when things didn’t go 
our way. How can he keep his composure? Because he knows us and is our friend and 
our Brother. Thanks, Dave for all you do! 

6:00p.m. 
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Tidbits 
Six year old Angie and her four year old 
Brother Ian, were sitting together in worship. 
Ian giggled, sang and talked out loud. Finally his 
big sister had taken enough. “You’re not sup-
posed to talk out loud in worship,”  she admon-
ished. “Why/” responded Ian. “who is going to 
stop me.” Angie then pointed to the back of 
the sanctuary and said, “See those big guys 
standing by the wall? They’re hushers! “ 

 

 

Favorite Hymns  

    A young minister and his wife attempted to make a long trip shorter for 
themselves by one or the other saying a term and the other naming a 
Hymn related to that term. Here is part of their game:  

Dentist…… Crown Him With Many Crowns 

Weatherman….Showers Of Blessings 

Contractor……..The Church’s One Foundation 

Tailor……...Holy, Holy, Holy 

Golfer…..There Is a Green Hill Far Away 

Politician...Standing on the Promises 

IRS………...I Surrender All 

Free Hug 
Please Redeem  

this coupon for 

 one hug  from 

 any participating  

human being! 

A hug is an interesting thing for any-
one giving a hug always gets one in re-
turn.  Athletes give hugs as do moth-
ers and fathers. They always make a 
person feel warm and cheerful. Try 
giving a hug today, to someone you 
love or to someone you know needs 
one!  
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