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Bloomington Consistory Invites You 
To Join in Honoring our Ladies at a 

 

 Valentine’s Dinner 
Sunday, February 15, 2004 

 

 Jim’s Steak House 
Bloomington, IL 

 
 The perfect atmosphere to enjoy an evening 

of food and drink  with our ladies and friends. 
 

 Gather and Social at 5:30 P.M. 
 Dinner at 6:00 P.M. 

Menu Selection 
Filet Mignon, New York Cut Steak, Rib Eye Steak 

Chicken Rolantine or Australian Orange Roughy 
 

 Each Entrée served with choice of 
Soup or Salad 

Baked Potato or French Fries 
Fresh Baked Bread 

 
 Individual Checks 

 
Each Lady will receive a Gift 

 We would like to know you are coming – please call  
Tena at 829-3903 or Mike at 823-5698 

 



 “And she will 
bring forth a Son, 
and you shall call 
His name Jesus, 
for He will save 
His People from 
their sins.” 
(Matthew 1:21) 
 

 Christ Is Born! 
 
 The name Christ, proclaimed by 
the Angel for the newborn, re-
veals to us the entire mystery of 
Christ-the complete plan for His 
life and work.  It denotes a true 
Savior, for He is the one who 
saves people from sin.  He is the 
Savior of all and for all, without 
exception.  He came as the God 
of love who didn’t differentiate 
between men, for all men are 

His creation.  All unto Him are 
His own; all who are made in 
His image are His, “for in Him 
we live and move and have our 
being.”  (Acts 17:28)  Therefore, 
all of mankind, from the begin-
ning of time and from all conti-
nents, make up “His People”, just 
as God’s Angel announced to 
Joseph, “for He will save the people 
from their sin.” 
 
 In  Christmas,  we  have  been 
given the greatest gift of all, the 
birth  of  Christ.  As  Sublime 
Princes, we know the call of the 
world ceaselessly disturbs our 
quiet, that the needs of human-
ity are insistent and that we are 
encamped in the midst of sud-
den alarms. 

 
 This  Christmas,  let’s  examine 
ourselves, think about those in 
need, and as God has blessed us 
with the greatest gift of his son, 
let us also as Sublime Princes of 
the Royal Secret be responsive to 
answer the call of “His People.” 
 
 May the love of Christ be with 
each of you and your families 
throughout this holiday season 
and the year to come. 
 
 God’s Peace, Christ is Born!  

 
In Friendship and Brotherly 
Love, 

 
Michael R. Fowler, 33° 
Commander-in-Chief 
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Commander-in-Chief Corner — Christmas Message 

CATHEDRAL NEWS 

The Zerrubabel Council, Princes of 
Jerusalem, in conjunction with Nor-
mal Lodge #673 and the American 
Red Cross, will hold its second an-
nual blood drive on Saturday Janu-
ary 10, from 8 am to noon at Nor-
mal Lodge Hall, 102 Broadway, 
Normal. Last year this event was 
extremely successful according to 
the Red Cross.  
 
Regarding Giving Blood: 
A story is told about a little girl 
named Liza who was suffering from 
a rare and serious disease. Her only 
chance of recovery appeared to be a 
blood transfusion from her five-
year-old brother, who had miracu-
lously survived the same disease 
and had developed the antibodies 
needed to combat the illness. The 
doctor explained the situation to her 
little brother, and asked the boy if 

he would be willing to give his 
blood to his sister. He hesitated for 
only a moment before taking a deep 
breath and saying, “Yes, I’ll do it if 
it will save Liza.” As the transfusion 
progressed, he lay in bed next to his 
sister and smiled, seeing the color 
returning to her cheeks. Then his 
face grew pale and his smile faded. 
He looked up at the doctor and 
asked with a trembling voice, “Will 
I start to die right away?” Being 
young, the boy had misunderstood 
the doctor; he thought he was going 
to have to give her all his blood. 
 
There are many misunderstandings 
about giving blood. In general you 
must be 18 or older, be in good 
health, have not had hepatitis, can-
cer, AIDS, and not be ill at the time 
of the donation. Other factors may 
limit your ability to donate., and the 

process takes about one hour.  
 
The little boy in the story was will-
ing to give his LIFE for his sister. 
We are not asking for your life, just 
your help so someone else can ex-
perience another sunset, another 
smile, another birthday, another 
day living with love and apprecia-
tion for life. We will reward you for 
your giving by giving you a lapel 
pin shaped like a drop of blood 
with the Masonic square and com-
passes.  
 
Call early for best donation times, 
(309) 808-6077 (Nellie at the Scottish 
Rite Office) or (309) 735-3093 (Jeff 
Estes). If you have any questions 
about this program contact us and 
we will be happy to answer all your 
questions. 

Valley of Bloomington Annual Blood Drive 
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Sovereign Grand Commander Visits Illinois 

On November 8, Walter Webber, 
Sovereign Grand Commander made 
his first official visit to any jurisdic-
tion. He was officially received at 
the Valley of Chicago. A delegation 
from the Valley of Bloomington was 
there to help officially welcome him 
and to convey greetings from all of 
our members. 
 
Here the official delegation is re-
ceived and introduced at the alter 
by the Commander-in-Chief who 
was in the east with the Sovereign 
Grand Commander. 

The Bloomington Delegation is 
shown with the Sovereign Grand 
Commander and Illustrious Deputy 
Phillip C. Kinney are from left to 
right: Barry Weer, Ron Blue, Mike 
Fowler, Kinney, Walter Webber, 
Robert Wright, John Trefzger, Bill 
Burden, Ken Pfiefer and Robert Tre-
fzger 

Shown with Grand 
Master David Miller are 
Illustrious Lawrence 
Inglis, 33°; Walter 
Webber, 33°;  Miller; 
Jim Tungate, 33°; and 
Phil Kinney, 33° 
Deputy for Illinois. 
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Upcoming Events 

CATHEDRAL NEWS 

 
December 
2003 

2 Stated Meeting - Bloomington Consistory Presides 
7 D.D.D. Club Christmas Dinner 
TBD        Bell Ringing - Chapter Line Chair 
1-31 Mobile Meals - Charitable Committee Chair 

January 2004 6 Stated Meeting - Lodge of Perfection Presides 
10 Blood Drive - Council Line Chair 

February 2004 3 Stated Meeting - Zerubbabel Council Presides 
14 Valentine's Day Dinner - Consistory Line Chair 

March 2004 2 Stated Meeting - Mt. Calvary Chapter Presides 

April 2004 4 Feast of the Paschal Lamb - Chapter Line Chair  
6 Stated Meeting - Bloomington Consistory Presides 
TBD        Consistory Line Dinner 
11 Easter Sunday 

May 2004 14-15 Spring Reunion 

The Nominating Committee for the 32° 
Masons Valley of Bloomington is asking 
for your help in finding the right Broth-
ers to be officers in the Valley. The quali-
fications to be an officer are as follows: 
• Membership in the Valley 
• Willingness to be a leader 
• Works well with others as a team 

player 
• Able to take direction 
• Looking for new challenges 
• Innovative 
 
 If you or someone you know is willing 
to help and keep our Valley alive and 
thriving, please call 309-828-6077  and a 
questionnaire will be sent out to you. If 
you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to call. 

Gleanings and Moving with the Cheese — Jim Grimm, Thrice Potent Master 

Who Moved 
My Cheese? 
by Spencer 
Johnson, 
published in 
1998 by G. P. 
Putnam’s 
Sons, has 

delivered one of the most benefi-
cial messages for coping with 
change in recent years.  The tale 
suggests that people resist 
changing the status quo and be-
come complacent and reluctant 
or afraid to adjust to change.  By 
continuing to hold onto an im-
portant “Cheese” without antici-
pating and adjusting to changes 
influencing it, the Cheese be-
comes stale, stagnant or, possi-
bly, extinct.  Inaction will not 
lead one to the “New Cheese”.  
Inaction leads to extinction 
through the slow erosion of past 
successes.  A person becomes 
less able to cope with change by 
remembering and focusing on 
the  “Old Cheese”.  Only by 

moving in a new direction can a 
New Cheese be located and en-
joyed.   
 
 Common gleanings before 1900 
are consistent with the “Who 
Moved My Cheese?” message.  
For example, “If at first you don’t 
succeed, try, try again” suggests 
that inaction is not the best ap-
proach in finding a New Cheese.  
The old gleaning of “The great se-
cret of success in life is to be ready 
when one’s opportunity comes” 
suggests that one needs to monitor 
and adjust to changes.  Or, as E. E. 
Hale stated, “Look up and not 
down, look out and not in, look 
forward and not back, and lend a 
hand” is a constant reminder to us 
to be proactive in monitoring 
changes and identifying the New 
Cheese.  As Pope so aptly stated 
many years ago, “Be not the first 
by whom the new is tried, nor yet 
the last to lay the old aside” re-
minds us of the importance of 

changing and locating the New 
Cheese.  An ancient Arab Prov-
erb is, “ Three things come not 
back:  the spoken word, the sped 
arrow, and the neglected oppor-
tunity”.  Don’t let the neglected 
opportunity be not sampling the 
“New Cheese” of the Spring 2004 
Reunion.   
 
We extend a special welcome to 
each of you to attend the Valley 
of Bloomington Spring 2004 Re-
union – the New Cheese – May 
14 and 15.  Reserve these dates 
on your calendar today, as our 
Masonic President Thomas Jef-
ferson once noted, “Never put off 
till tomorrow what should be 
done today”.  Reserve May 14 
and 15 to witness outstanding 
degree work, renew friendships, 
enjoy the festivities, and taste the 
New Cheese of Masonic renewal 
by attending the Spring 2004 Re-
union.   

 

Looking For a Few Good Men 
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Well, the Fall reunion has come 
and gone.  As we reflect back on 
it, let us not forget the lessons of 
citizenship, honestly, respect, loy-
alty, love, mercy, justice and sacri-
fice taught in our degrees.  Be-
cause what is a reunion, but for 
the joy of one another's company, 
and the chance to learn more 
about each other, but more impor-
tantly about ourselves.  If you did 
not get a chance to participate, 
you missed a true weekend of fel-
lowship. 
 
When I first heard there were only 
three men participating as candi-

dates, I, like many others, was 
disappointed, and frankly more 
than a little concerned.  But at 
the same time, when I heard 
comments that what was the 
point of having a reunion for 
only three men, I was struck that 
the number of men coming in, at 
least to those men, didn't matter. 
They deserved the best reunion 
we could give them - the best 
degree work we could do.  I 
think we accomplished that. 
 
What concerned me about the 
comment, of only three men, 
was that there was some truth to 

the concern being expressed.  To 
be blunt, without more men, we 
are dying as an organization.  I 
recently heard that for an or-
ganization like ours to just stay 
even, we must bring at least four 
new men in for every hundred 
we have - just to stay even.  We 
are far from it.  So at least in 
some way, the comment is valid. 
Unfortunately, the people say-
ing it missed a point.  And while 
I share in what I am about to say 
about this, it is no less valid.  
Every single person in our Val-
ley is responsible for only three 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Everyone Belongs to the Membership Committee — John Dorner, 32° 

 In addi-
tion to 
present-
ing the 
17th and 
18th De-
grees as 
needed 
in our 

reunion 
programs, the officers and mem-
ber of Mt. Calvary Chapter take 
part in the other activities of the 
Valley of Bloomington and their 
Symbolic Lodges.  In recent 
years the Chapter has been ac-
tive, along side other Masonic 
bodies, in helping the Salvation 
Army raise funds at Christmas 
through their bell ringing activi-
ties.  The Chapter also enjoys 
opportunities for fraternal rela-
tionships through the officer 
dinners at The Caboose Restau-

rant in Normal.   
 
The heart of the Chapter’s activi-
ties outside degree work at re-
unions, however, has been the 
Feast of the Pascal Lamb—
presented each spring on Palm 
Sunday.  This is an especially 
beautiful service because it not 
only commemorates our de-
parted brothers from the past 
year, but also reaches out the 
hand of fellowship to not only 
our brothers in the York Rite but 
also other good men in the 
Knights Columbus.   
 
Joint activities with other frater-
nal groups dedicated to service 
and brotherly love can only help 
to solidity our resolve to do 
good and seek further light.  By 
seeking the joint participation of 
York Rite and the Knights of Co-

lumbus, the Chapter portrays 
the values we all seek to incul-
cate in our candidates—
tolerance, respect, and under-
standing for our differences and 
for the contributions made by 
the unique gifts and talents of 
others.   
 
If you have not recently shared 
the power of the moving Feast 
of the Pascal Lamb service, I 
would challenge you to redis-
cover this fundamental testi-
mony to the spirit of Masonry—
celebrating the brothers who 
have gone on before us to that 
spiritual house, while in the 
company of many men who 
seek the good in each moment.  
Join the officers and members of 
Mt. Calvary Chapter of Rose 
Croix at the 2004 Feast of the 
Pascal Lamb this coming spring. 

Activities of Mt. Calvary Chapter of Rose Croix —  
Al House, Most Wise Master 

 



0   

William E. Long 
Bill is a member of Blooming-
ton Lodge #43, and is a Ma-
rine Recruiter here in Bloom-
ington. Top-lined by Bill Bur-
den, Bill hopes to become an 
active member of the Valley. 
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Fall 2003 Reunion 

CATHEDRAL NEWS 

Michael D. Craddick 
Also a member of Blooming-
ton Lodge #43 and top-lined 
by Bill Burden, Michael lives 
in Fairbury and is a truck 
driver.  

Alan D. Shepston 
A member of Normal Lodge #673, 
Al is employed by the Bloomington 
Cultural Center. Some may remem-
ber Al from his day’s as a sports-
caster on Channel 19 and as the 
manager of the local Cable Access 
Channel. 

Newest Members of the Valley of Bloomington 

Shown above are Jack Paxton and 
Dick Miller preparing for the 26th 
Degree. 
Below are Ross Funk, Wally Crouch, 
Mel Darnall, Bob Trefzger, and Al 
House. 

Enjoying the fellowship of the Reunion 
are Stan Boyd, Joe Szadkowski, and 
Robin Carr. 
Rehearsing for the 26th Degree are Ben 
and Adam Young and Steve Nicholson. 

Below on the right is 
Illustrious Deputy for 
Illinois, Philip C. Kenny, 
33°, and Robert H. 
Wright, 33°, Deputy’s 
Representative for the 
Valley of Bloomington 
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men joining us in this reunion - 
with the possible exception of the 
men who signed those petitions. 
We equally share in the responsibil-
ity and the solution to keeping this 
organization alive.  And while I 
defer to the validity of the com-
ment, anyone who criticizes the 
lack of a larger class is equally re-
sponsible for why it did not materi-
alize. It all comes down to one 
question, "Whom did you ask?" 
 
I want to drive home the point that 
together we can succeed at keeping 
our Rite alive, by asking men to join 
us.  It cannot, and will not be done 
by a few people, it will in fact take 
all of us, old and new, to get it 
done. 
 
So what are we going to do about 
it?   
The Rite Recruiter is now appoint-
ing Lodge Ambassadors.  Hope-

Membership 
 
(Continued from page 5) 

fully, these men will be instrumen-
tal in identifying men in the lodges 
to join the Rite, and be on top of 
newly raised Masons in asking 
them to consider further light.  
Please help them to identify poten-
tial candidates and in assisting 
them in asking these men to join.  If 
you have been asked to serve as an 
Ambassador, please be aggressive 
in your duties.  Invite men to Rite 
events like the bell ringing or the 
meals on wheels; expose them to 
the activities that are the Scottish 
Rite and then ask them to join. 
 
Most importantly, as a closing 
comment, I would ask what do 
you want from your Scottish 
Rite?  Are we providing the ex-
perience that you want?  Are we 
missing something that you ex-
pected, or used to get?  Is there 
something that we are doing that 
makes the experience worth-
while?  Your feedback is essential.  
Please take the time to let us 
know what we could be doing 

better – but just as important, what 
we are doing right. 
 
Thank You for being a Scottish Rite 
Mason.  For those that joined us at 
the reunion, I know that it was a 
good weekend.  I hope to see more 
of you at our future reunions and 
events. 
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Sovereign Grand Commander Walter Web-
ber with Grand Master David Miller and 
Commander-in-Chief Mike Fowler at the 
Chicago Reception 

Reunion Review 
The Fall Reunion just past brings 
the Valley of Bloomington within 2 
degrees of completing the cycle of 
all degrees being presented since 
the beginning of this millennium.  
On Friday night, the 12° was pre-
sented for the first time ever in 
Bloomington since being its being 
changed to the story of Joseph and 
his brothers (formerly the 26°).  
Friday night also saw the Bloom-
ington Lodge of Perfection officers 
ably present the 14°. 
 
Saturday morning started off the 
Zerubbabel Council Princes of Je-
rusalem presenting the 15° to its 
usual high standards.  Following 
the 15°, Ill. Brother Phillip C. 
Kenney, 33°, Active Member of the 
Supreme Council and Deputy for 

Illinois was officially received. The 
Mt. Calvary Chapter of Rose Croix 
then presented the 18° followed by a 
great lunch. 
 
Following lunch, the 26° (Lincoln 
Degree) was presented.  The Valley 
of Bloomington is blessed to have 
two brothers (Steve Nicholson, 32° 
and Roger Aukerman, 32°, MSA) 
who can make you believe that Abe 
is standing there before your eyes. 
 
The Valley was then treated to a 
wonderful presentation of the 31°.  
Ill. Brother Danny Leifel, 33° as 
Hugh of Humby and Brother Adam 
Young, 32° as defense council Tho-
mas Fitzsimon put on animated 
prosecution and defense of falsely 
accused Knight of Kadosh. 

 The officers of the Bloomington Con-
sistory received Ill. Brother Kenney, 
33° for a second time and impres-
sively portrayed the ceremonial sec-
tion of the 32°. This was followed by 
a moving portrayal of Constans in 
the allegory by Brother Tom Kiper, 
32°. 
 
 At the upcoming Spring 2004 Reun-
ion, the 11° and 28° are schedule 
along with the 14°, 16°, 18°, 25° (Ben 
Franklin) and 32°.  The devoted 
brethren who have attended all the 
Valley of Bloomington reunions since 
January of 2000 will be rewarded by 
seeing their degree Passports com-
pleted in full. 
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Oh, yes, we are all Craftsmen and 
very proud to be; 
We wear our pins and rings for eve-
ryone to see. 
But let us pose the question, even 
though the thought may sting —  
Would you know me for a Mason, 
if you did not see the ring? 
True men show Tenets of our an-
cient hallowed Creed. 
Not just on coat and finger, but by 
words and deeds. 
There’s one thing to remember, if 
I’ve learned my lessons well 
My deeds do more convincing than 
my finger or lapel. 
 
                      — Anse Cates 

How True! 
You Are What You Think 
--------------------------------------- 
Whatever you plant in your 
subconscious mind and nourish 
every day with emotion and 
conviction will one day become 
a reality. 
 
Constant repetition carries con-
viction. Repeat something often 
enough and it will start to be-
come you. 
 
A change in what you tell your-
self will result in a change in 
your behavior. 
 
What you impress upon your 
mind, you'll inevitably become. 
Self suggestion makes you mas-
ter of yourself.  

Thoughts for this Month 
View Every Problem as an  
Opportunity 
--------------------------------------------  
There is always a good side to 
every situation.  Stay optimistic 
and try to see an opportunity in 
your calamity's, not pessimistic 
and see calamity's in every oppor-
tunity.  The optimist sees the 
doughnut, the pessimist sees the 
hole.  
 
You can develop success from any 
failure. Failure is one of the surest 
stepping stones to success.  
No element can do as much for you 
as failure can, if you're willing to 
study it and make capital out of it.  
 
When it is dark enough you can see 
the stars.  


