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2004 Spring Reunion Memories 

The 2004 Spring Reunion is now history and although the class was small, 
the quality was great. We welcome our eight new members and hopefully 
these pictures will bring back memories to those in attendance. 

Our Deputy’s Representative, Bob Wright 
33°,  with current Sovereign Prince Ken 
Pfeifer and past Sovereign Princes Rick 
Erickson and Sherwood Smith.  

Lunch on Saturday was a festive event as the 
members were treated with fellowship and the 
chance to meet members of other Valley’s 
around the State as many members came to 
finish up their Passports. 

Dinner on Friday night 
The jewelry table was very busy during this 
reunion. We even had Vidalia Onions for sale.  



The May meeting 
marked the end of 
term of office for 
three of the four 
officer lines, as it 
was the Annual 
meeting and Elec-
tion of Officers.   I 
would like to take 

this opportunity to extend congratu-
lations and well done to the Presid-
ing Officers of 2003-2004, Jim Grimm, 
Thrice Potent Master; Donald Ander-
son, Sovereign Prince and Al House, 
Most Wise Master.  You all made a 
positive impact on the future of the 
Valley and for that I thank you. 

 
To the new presiding officers, Oren 
Pomeroy, Thrice Potent Master; Ken 
Pfeifer, Sovereign Prince and Barry 
Carney, Most Wise Master, I wel-
come you and just say that this next 
year will go faster than think, make 
the best of each day and have a great 
time along the way.  We have a lot to 
do and I look forward to working 
with each of you as together we 
move this Valley forward in a posi-
tive manner. 

By now each member should have 
received a packet of information con-
taining several items, one of which 
was the 2004 – 2005 calendar of 
events and activities.  A lot of 
thought and careful planning was 
put into this year’s calendar and I 
hope there is something that appeals 
to you personally. 

  
The Valley is also pleased to offer the 
Scottish Rite Recreation Area at Lake 
Bloomington.   This area is the pre-
mier of recreation areas featuring a 
swimming pool, playground equip-
ment, picnic shelter, lodge building 
with kitchen, campground and 
plenty of outdoor space to play 
games and relax.   All in a nicely 
wooded setting providing plenty of 
shade and just minutes away from 
Bloomington-Normal.  For more in-
formation please contact John Hulett 
at 452-4292. 

  
Another opportunity for our mem-
bers is the Bloomington Temple 
Game Room (Formerly the Bickett 
Game Room at the old Scottish Rite) 
now located at the Bloomington Ma-

sonic Temple, 302 E. Jefferson 
Street.  This room is open to all 
from the fraternity and comes 
equipped with a pool table, card 
tables and plenty of hot coffee.  
Currently a contingent of our re-
tired members meets from 7:30 AM 
to 10:00 AM, Mondays through Fri-
day to play cards, shoot pool, read 
the paper, tell stories and drink cof-
fee.  Coffee is 25 cents per day or $1 
for the week.  You can’t get a better 
deal than this.  Stop by some morn-
ing and join in the fellowship.  If 
you have any questions, call the 
Bloomington Temple weekday 
mornings at 828-7046 and ask for 
James (Whimpy) Gordon. 

  
I hope each of you have a happy 
and safe summer with lots of  warm 
sunshine,  vacations and time to 
enjoy the summer months with 
your family and friends. 
 
In Friendship and Brotherly Love, 

Michael R. Fowler, 33° 
Commander-in-Chief 
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Commander-in-Chief Corner — A New Year 

CA T HE DRA L  NE WS  

The beginning of a new year for the 
Valley  of  Bloomington  and  the 
Lodge of Perfection is filled with nu-
merous thoughts of the past, present, 
and future. Some may say that the 
Lodge of Perfection had some low 
valleys in the past year. But I would 
have to say that we faced these val-
leys with a view to the high ground 
down the road with a Masonic vigor 
to strive on toward perfection. 
 
The contribution of Past TPM Jim 
Grimm in filling the vacant office of 
TPM for 2003-2004 should be recog-
nized as a major factor in our suc-
cess. His work with many other past 
TPM’s and the officers of the other 

Valley  coordinate  bodies  showed 
what can be accomplished when we 
set our sights on Masonic success 
rather than the pitfalls and detours 
that may crop up along our road to 
building a stronger Valley. 
 
The  leadership  of  these  Brethren 
and the work and contributions of 
each and every officer of the Lodge 
of Perfection make the view for the 
future bright indeed. The success of 
the coming years will be the result 
of each Brother’s contribution to the 
Lodge of Perfection and the Valley 
as a whole. I can only hope that the 
successes of the next year will be 
recognized as the result of the work 

of all the Brethren of the Lodge of 
Perfection and the Valley of Bloom-
ington. 
 
We invite all the Brethren with their 
family and friends to attend the Ma-
sonic Picnic co-hosted by the Lodge 
of  Perfection  and  Bloomington 
Lodge #43. It will be a Fathers Day 
celebration starting at Noon on June 
20th  at  the  Scottish  Rite  Camp-
ground. All you’ll need is a comfort-
able chair and a desire for fellow-
ship with all who attend.  
 
Let’s make the coming year a suc-
cess to be remembered and built on 
for the future of our Valley. 

Lodge of Perfection — Oren D. Pomeroy III, 32° — Thrice Potent Master 

 



VOLUME LXVI:6  Page 3 

Installation of Officers 

Bloomington Lodge of Perfection Officers — 2004-2005 
Thrice Potent Master   Oren D. Pomeroy, III 
Deputy Master    Steven L. Barr 
Senior Warden   Jay A. Keeran 
Junior Warden    K. Randall Wilson 
Orator     Theron Noth 
Master of Ceremonies   John Dorner 
Hospitaler    Tom Walters 
Captain of the Guard   R. Michael McFarland 
Tyler     Jesse Smart 
Trustee    M. Merle Murray, M.S.A. 

Officers — All Bodies 
Treasurer    Earnest Vittitoe, MSA 
Secretary    David E. Young, 33° 
Director of Work  Larry “Lars” LaBounty, 33° 

Zerubbabel Council Prince of Jerusalem Officers  
2004-2005 

Sovereign Prince  Kenneth R. Pfeifer 
High Priest   Richard C. Miller, Jr. 
Senior Warden  Michael J. Berglin 
Junior Warden   John Barringer   
Master of Ceremonies Eric Barringer 
Hospitaler   Jerald Starks 
Master of Entrance  Jack P. Gibson 
Tyler    George E. Roesel 
Trustee    James O. Sharp, M.S.A. 

Mt. Calvary Chapter of Rose Croix Officers — 2004-2005 
Most Wise Master  Barry E. Carney 
Senior Warden  Craig B. Russell 
Junior Warden   Bill E. Tanner   
Orator    Jozef Szadkowski 
Master of Ceremonies Richard Strle  
Hospitaler   Charles Ross, Jr. 
Master of Entrance  Dale E. Arbour 
Tyler    Paul J. Dillow 
Trustee    Robert T. Trefzger 

The Lodge of Perfection, Zerubbabel Council and Mt. Calvary Chapter officers were installed by Deputy Phillip C. 
Kenney, 33° at the Spring Reunion 
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2004-2005 Scottish Rite Calendar 
   

June  December  

Trustee Meeting — 6:00 p.m. 
Stated Meeting — 7:30 p.m. 
         Consistory Presides 

1 Trustee Meeting — 6:00 p.m. 
Stated Meeting — 7:30 p.m. 
Consistory presides 

7 

Council of Deliberation — Schaumbrg 4,5 Bell Ringing 18 

Picnic — SRRA 20 Mobile Meals 1-31 

Grand Lodge Golf Outing 21  

Masonic Community Days 25-30  

July  January  

No Stated Meeting — Trustee Meeting only 5:30 
p.m. SRRA 

6 Trustee Meeting — 6:00 p.m. 
Stated Meeting — 7:30 p.m. 
Lodge presides 

4 

Masonic Community Days 1-25 Valley Blood Drive 15 

Bowling Playday 18   

McLean Co. Fair Booth 29-31   

August  February 

McLean Co. Fair Booth 1 Trustee Meeting — 6:00 p.m. 
Stated Meeting — 7:30 p.m. 
Council presides 

1 

No Stated Meeting — Trustee Meeting only 6:00 
p.m. 

3 Valentine’s Day Dinner 13 

Wings & Wheels 7-8  

Constitution Trail Clean-up 14   

September  March  

Trustee Meeting — 6:00 p.m. 
Stated Meeting — 7:30 p.m. 
Lodge presides 

7 Trustee Meeting — 6:00 p.m. 
Stated Meeting — 7:30 p.m. 
Chapter presides 

 

Supreme Council — Milwaukee 19-21 Feast of the Paschal Lamb 20 

Heart Walk 25   

October  April   

Trustee Meeting — 6:00 p.m. 
Stated Meeting — 7:30 p.m. 
Council presides 

5 Trustee Meeting — 6:00 p.m. 
Stated Meeting — 7:30 p.m. 
Consistory presides 

5 

Valley Garage Sale 16   

November  May   

Trustee Meeting — 6:00 p.m. 
Stated Meeting — 7:30 p.m. 
Chapter presides 

3 Trustee Meeting — 6:00 p.m. 
Annual Meeting — 7:30 p.m. 
 

3 

Fall Reunion 12-13   

Food Drive 20   

2004 

2005 
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The Loyalty of the Little Prince: Part A 
Jim Grimm, 32° Marketing Director 

“The Little 
Prince” by 
Antoine de 
Saint-
Exupéry, writ-
ten in 1943, is 
an enduring 
children’s fa-
ble that 

teaches what 
is important in life is applicable for 
adults as well as children. This en-
chanting fable begins with a child 
visioning a career as an artist, but 
grown-ups advise him otherwise, 
causing the child to lose his enthusi-
asm to become an artist. One might 
say he was depressed as he 
chooses to live alone since there 
was no one to whom he could really 
talk. He learns to pilot a plane and 
his life changes when the plane he 
is piloting crash lands in the Sahara 
Desert, with only eight days of drink-
ing water. 
 
During this time of trial, the Little 
Prince arrives at Earth and asks him 
to draw a sheep. The child reminds 
the Little Prince that his training is in 
other areas and that he has no skill 
in drawing a sheep. The Little Prince 
persists in his request for the draw-
ing, rejecting several drawings until 
accepting a picture of a crate with 
the sheep inside. The Little Prince is 
elated with this drawing of a sheep; 
imagination intact. 
 
As the fable unfolds, the Little Prince 
indicates he is from another planet, 
Asteroid B-612. The Little Prince 
notes that grown-ups focus on num-
bers and don’t ask relevant ques-
tions. Both good and bad plants 
(seeds) grow on Asteroid B-612 and 
it takes discipline to do the special 
tending each requires; some inspir-
ing urgency. He also notes that sun-
sets are wonderful when one is sad 
and that it is important to save “one” 
flower, even if the flower is very vain 
and has only four thorns for protec-
tion.  The flower’s requests soon 

cause the Little Prince to mistrust her 
and by dwelling on her inconsequen-
tial remarks he grows very unhappy 
and makes plans to leave his small 
planet.  Subsequently, the Little Prince 
learns you should judge one’s actions, 
not one’s words.   
 
The Little Prince leaves the planet he 
has attended so carefully, even though 
the flower apologizes for her minor 
indiscretions. His travels take him to 
six other asteroids or planets before 
arriving at Earth. These planets are 
inhabited by a king, a very vain man, a 
drunkard, a businessman, a lamp-
lighter and a geographer. The king 
considers all men his subjects who are 
to respect universally his authority.  
The king notes one must command 
from each that which each can per-
form and that one’s authority must be 
based upon reason.  The Little Prince 
refuses a position for which there is 
“nothing to do”. The king points out 
that judging oneself is more difficult 
than judging others. 
 
 The Little Prince learns the very vain 
man desires to be admired and ac-
knowledged, but does not listen to oth-
ers. The drunkard’s lesson focuses on 
drinking to forget and being ashamed 
of drinking, while the businessman is 
too busy and too serious in accumulat-
ing wealth, but not a caretaker of his 
wealth. The lamplighter’s lesson 
dwells on being faithful to orders and 
thinking about others, not himself, in 
contrast to the geographer, whose 
perception of a profession is to record 
only that which is not ephemeral, even 
though he has not explored that which 
he records.   
 
This fable has several implications 
for us as Scottish Rite Masons.  Our 
reunion candidates are enthused, so 
do we do subtle things verbally or oth-
erwise to dampen this enthusiasm.  
Do we neglect to assimilate our new-
est members into our degrees and 
meetings?  Do we send them a special 
invitation?  Do we offer transportation 

to enable their attendance?  Or, do 
we maintain loyalty to our existing 
groups and unintentionally exclude 
these members or those who don’t 
regularly attend? 
 
Another lesson of the fable focuses 
on the concept that grown-ups do 
not ask relevant questions, but focus 
on numbers. Do we focus too much 
on numbers—the number of candi-
dates, how large is the Valley mem-
bership, and the Valley’s income and 
expenses? Or, do we ask relevant 
questions:  
 What can we do to help you be-

come an active member in our 
Valley?  

 What would you like to see the 
Scottish Rite do?  

 How can we improve reunions, 
meetings and social outings?  

 What do we need to do to en-
hance our image in our commu-
nities? 

 
In tending to the personal and Ma-
sonic growth of our members, espe-
cially our newer members, do we 
include them in our circle of friends?  
Do we really make friends with 
them?  Do we help them to grow as 
individuals through our meetings and 
degree work?  Do we really under-
stand new members and their de-
sires?  How are we contributing to 
humankind? How can we enhance 
our contributions to our communi-
ties, our craft, our families, and even 
yourself? Would a more outward 
perspective enable us to reverse our 
declining membership? What do we 
do to cheer up others—members 
and nonmembers?  Are we willing to 
change to meet the challenges of 
today’s society? My last two articles 
dealing with Moving the Cheese and 
The Present offer additional insight 
into these questions. As noted in the 
fable, we are judged by actions, not 
words. This fable and its implications 
are continued in the next issue of the 
Cathedral News. 
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 I am looking forward to an ex-
citing year ahead for the Valley 
of Bloomington.  I look forward 
to serving the coming year as 
Most Wise Master and working 
with the other officers of the 
Valley of Bloomington to pro-
vide meaningful and fun oppor-
tunities for the members of the 
Valley to participate in. 
 
The Rose Croix line is planning 
a new event for this year for the 

members, families, and friends 
to participate in.  It is a Bowling 
fun day to be held July 18th at 
Twin City Lanes.  This event has 
been planned for an opportunity 
for you to invite your family and 
friends to a fun event and for 
them to get to know others in 
the Valley.  It is also a good 
event to invite potential new 
members for your Lodges and 
the Scottish Rite.  There will be 
many activities to participate in 

and we will be doing some 
fundraising for Charity at the 
event. 
 
The Rose Croix Line officers are 
also selling tickets to the Wings 
and Wheels event at the Bloom-
ington Airport.  Proceeds from 
the sail of the tickets will be 
used to support the Valleys 
charity donations.  If you are 
planning on attending buy your 
tickets from one of the officers. 

Activities of Mt. Calvary Chapter of Rose Croix —  
Barry Carney, 32°, Most Wise Master 

and smile,' these are the men we have not asked to join.  
These are the people to which we do charity.  Who will 
give them the help if our flame flickers and goes out?  
Surely you think, someone will take care of them.  But 
perhaps not. 
 
As we get into the Summer of distractions, please re-
member Masonry.  I challenge you to share with just 
one person the joy of what it is to be a Mason.  They 
don't have to agree to join, but share the experience of 
what we do.  If you do it right, they will ask to join - 
and that's the point. 
 
If you don't remember, or are not experiencing the joy 
of being a member, go to a lodge or Scottish Rite event.  
Get reinvolved in the organization by getting back in 
touch with the brothers.  We have several events com-
ing this Summer. 
 
In the coming weeks you will get a calendar for the 
Scottish Rite year.  If you have not been to an event in a 
while, pick out just one event and attend.  I think you 
will enjoy the event, and find a way to be at others.  We 
need your fellowship, because that's what makes this 
organization the best that it can be.  Even if you don't 
choose, or can't choose, to be an officer of committee 
head, your involvement just by attending is something 
invaluable to our organization. 
 
Enjoy your Summer.  I hope to see you at one of our 
upcoming events! 

As the Summer months begin and we begin to get dis-
tracted by all the things that Summer brings, I find my-
self remembering a poem that describes what we as 
members should be considering.  It alludes to the an-
cient torch races. 
 

"Hold high the torch! 
You did not light its glow... 
'Twas given you by the other hands, you know, 
'tis yours to keep it burning bright, 
yours to pass on when you no more need light; 
for there are other feet we must guide, 
and other forms go marching by our side; 
Their eyes are watching every tear and smile 
and efforts which we think are not worthwhile, 
are sometimes just the very help they need, 
actions to which their souls would give most heed." 

 
I can't think of a better description of what we do when 
we share the Masonic experience with others.  We are 
the torch bearer in the race, we press forward looking 
for more light.  But, soon even we grow tired and begin 
to fail.  But from behind a runner comes.  All our skill 
lies in passing the torch into his hands.  After he 
passes, torch now in his hand, we ourselves keep pace 
for a time, and then we to fall back into the darkness.  
But, there on the horizon, is the light we carried and 
passed.  Brothers, if we don't share the 'light' it will 
eventually flicker and die.  If we don't pass the torch 
into another hand, it will go out. 
 
The poem makes mention of 'eyes watching every tear 

Are You on Fire Yet? — John Dorner 32°, Membership Chair 
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         You , your  family  
   and  friends Are Invited 

         TO Join Us for  a   
             play - day 

 

E-mail:  
barrycarney@juno.com 
mr.bill20@verizon.net 

Date: July 18, 2004 

S C H E D U L E   

Time Event 

11:30 Am to 3:30 Open Bowling 

Mount Calvary Chapter Of Rose Croix is sponsoring an 
afternoon of bowling and fun at the Twin Citys bowling 
alley (formerly Savidge Lanes) in Bloomington IL.  
         

 Bring your family and friends and join in the fun.  

 
 One Time Fee covers the cost of bowling and shoes for the 

Entire day 
 Also on the agenda there will be Darts, Cards, and Games 

Cut this out and send $5.00 per ticket to: 
Office of the Secretary 
Valley of Bloomington 
P.O. Box 3695 
Bloomington Il. 61702-3695 
 
Name: _____________________________________________ 
 
Address _____________________________________________ 
 
Address _____________________________________________ 
 
Number of Tickets Needed:_____________ 
Thanks for your support for the amount of: $_________________ 

Reservation Deadline July 12th 

Contact Persons: 
Barry Carney: 309-827-8866 
Bill Tanner: 309-828-6755 

mailto:barrycarney@juno.com
mailto:mr.bill20@verizon.net


We’re on the Web 
www.aasrbloomington.org 

Bloomington Consistory AASR 
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Earl Wys, Potentate of Mohammed 
Shrine, has announced a trip to Bi-
loxi, Mississippi on September 5-10. 
This trip will be sponsored by Classic 
Adventures Tours of Springfield. 
 
You will spend one night at the Gold 
Strike in Tunica on the way to Biloxi 
and on the way back. Each guest re-
ceives a Dinner and Breakfast Buffet 
Coupon each way. At Casino Magic, 
each guest receives 2 Breakfasts and 1 
Dinner Buffet. You have the option to 
redeem your Dinner Buffet for $15 in 
coin if you wish. Total of 7 meals or 6 
& $15 cash back. 
 
This trip includes traveling to New 
Orleans for one full day of site seeing 
on your own, and a few extras as a 
group. This trip will cost $325/
person, based on double occupancy. 
If interested, please contact Roger 
Matheny at (309) 698-7651. 

You Can Open Any Door With  
Concentration  
 
Concentration is the magic key that 
opens the door to accomplishment.  
 
The first law of success is concentra-
tion. Bend all of your energies to one 
point, and go directly to that point, 
looking neither to the right nor the 
left.  
 
In time, you can become what you 
earnestly desire to be, if you set your 
face in the direction of the things you 
want and bring all your powers to 
bear towards its attainment.  
 
When your physical and mental re-
sources are focused, your power to 
solve problems multiplies tremen-
dously. To do two things at once is 
to do neither. Success is the result 
of well directed energy. Nothing can 

Thought for this Month 
add more power to your life as much 
as concentrating all your energies  
on a limited set of targets.  
 
The sun's rays do not burn until 
brought to a focus.  

Mohammed Shrine 
Announces Trip 

Valley Membership Totals 
(5/31/04) 
 
Total Members          1,901 
Total Dues Paying Members  1,574 
 
Dues in Arrears 
Current year         109 
Yearly Dues         $65 
Total Amount in Arrears   $7,085 
 
Paying your dues on time will keep 
the Valley financially strong and al-
low programs for members to be 
funded. Check to make sure you 
have paid your dues for this year.

http://www.aasrbloomington.org

