
Jim L. Grimm received his 33° at the recent 
Supreme Council meeting held in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. 

Grimm is a past Thrice Potent Master of 
Bloomington Lodge of Perfection, having 
served in that office twice (2000-2001 and 2003-
2004). Jim also serves as the Scholarship 
Chairman for the Valley and has participated 
in many degrees over the years. He also has 
served as Worshipful Master of Normal Lodge 
#673, Excellent High Priest of Bloomington 
Chapter #26 RAM, Thrice Illustrious Master of 
Bloomington Council #43 Cryptic Masons, and  

Commander of DeMolay Commandery #24 Knights Templar. Jim is also a 
member of the York Rite College, the Knight Masons and the Red Cross of 
Constintine and has been awarded the Knight York Cross of Honor (KYCH) for 
his service to both Blue Lodge and York Rite. 

Jim and his lovely bride, Barbara live in Bloomington and have three children, 
Mike in Seattle, WA., Andrew in Bloomington,  and Sarah who lives in 
Cincinatti, OH. 

 

At the end of the sessions, Bloomington was pleased to learn that Steve 
Nicholson, Past Thrice Potent Master of Bloomingon Lodge of Perfection had 
been chosen to receive the 33° at next year’s sessions to be held in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. Congradulations to Steve on this great honor. 

 

See inside for more highlights of the Supreme Council Session. 

Grimm Receives 33° at Supreme Council 
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Fifteen broth-
ers and ten 
ladies from 
the Valley of 
Bloomington 
had the privi-
lege of attend-
ing Supreme 

Council session on September 19 
through 21 in the great city of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  We 
were located at the Hyatt Re-
gency and Hilton hotels for this 
year’s session.  The weather was 
the best Milwaukee had to offer 
with clear skies and tempera-
tures in the middle 70’s for our 
entire stay. 

The session started on Sunday 
evening with Vespers Service in 
the newly renovated Milwaukee 
Theatre with a sermon from the 
Right Reverend C. Robert Town-
send, 33°, Bishop in the Angli-
can Church of Canada and Lt. 
Commander of the Supreme 
Council of Canada.  This year 
celebrated the 10th anniversary 
of the 32° Masonic Learning 
Centers for Children for the 
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction.  
In honor of this milestone, the 
Vespers Service offering was so 
dedicated to this cause bringing 
in $11,500. 

The service was followed by the 
continued tradition of a Valley 
of Bloomington Dinner hosted 
by our candidate Jim L. Grimm 
and his wife Barb at the Velvet 
Room downtown Milwaukee.  
Jim and Barb were wonderful 
hosts putting together a short 
program of “This is Jim’s Life” 
with participation by several of 

the brothers in attendance fol-
lowed by a great dinner. 

Monday was the traditional 
business meeting with introduc-
tion of distinguished guests and 
reports.  Of particular interest 
was the report of the Ritualistic 
committee who announced ma-
jor re-alignments of the degree 
structure for our Northern Ma-
sonic Jurisdiction.  A new man-
datory 4° that will set the frame-
work of our 29 degrees, the 30° 
as we know it has been removed 
and replaced by the 31°, the alle-
gory section of the 32° will be-
come the new 31° with only the 
ceremonial section remaining as 
the 32°.  There were several 
other changes in degree work as 
well.   I will let our Director of 
Work committee bring forth a 
more detailed report of the all of 
the changes. 

Our Junior 33rd, Kenneth Smith 
in true Bloomington tradition, 
hosted Jim and Barb to a dinner 
Monday evening preceding the 
entertainment of the Dorf 
Kapelle (Village Band) of She-
boygan County, Wisconsin at 
the Milwaukee Theatre. 

Tuesday afternoon was the con-
ferral of the 33rd upon Jim L. 
Grimm and the other members 
of the 2004 class at the Milwau-
kee Theatre followed by The Illi-
nois Dinner at the Holiday Inn 
ballroom.  The newly created 
33° members and their ladies 
from Illinois were introduced, 
greeted by our Deputy, Illustri-
ous Phillip Kenny and his lady 
Jean, and seated at their respec-
tive valley tables.  We were 

pleased to have David W. 
Miller, Most Worshipful Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of 
Illinois as our guest speaker for 
the evening.  The evening con-
cluded with the announcement 
of next year’s 33° recipients by 
Deputy Phil Kenny and his fel-
low actives of Illinois.   

We were pleased to hear the 
name of Steven C. Nicholson, 
Past Thrice Potent Master as the 
recipient from the Valley of 
Bloomington for next year’s ses-
sion in Grand Rapids, Michigan 
on August 28th through 30th.  
Please extend your congratula-
tions to Steve the next time you 
see him. 

In closing, our fall reunion on 
November 12-13 will be a joint 
reunion with the Valley of Peo-
ria here in Bloomington.  How 
pleasant and how good is it for 
brethren to dwell together in 
unity, as look forward to 
“Bridging the Bonds of  Fellow-
ship” at this Fall reunion.   I in-
vite all to come and be a part of 
this reunion, to come and watch 
the degrees, to renew old friend-
ships, make new ones with our 
brothers from Peoria Valley, to 
attend the banquet, to witness 
the capping of our newest 
M.S.A., Paul Clark and 33°, Jim 
Grimm, to enjoy the entertain-
ment, to be a part of the friend-
ship that sets our fraternity 
apart from any other in the 
world. 
In Friendship and Brotherly Love, 

Michael R. Fowler, 33° 
 Commander-in-Chief 
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Commander-in-Chief Corner — Supreme Council 

CATHEDRAL NEWS 
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 The autumn 
season is 
upon us and 
with it the 
preparations 
for the Fall 
Reunion. 
Each of us 
will have 
varying de-

grees of work to do to prepare for 
a successful weekend. From the 
stage crews to the casts to the 
Brethren assisting with the de-
grees it takes effort to produce a 
successful weekend. 

I believe as important as those 
mentioned above are the Brethren 
of the Valley that spend the 
weekend giving support to the 
reunion just by attending the de-
grees and enjoying the fellowship 
of being together as Scottish Rite 

Attitude — Oren Pomeroy, Thrice Potent Master 
Masons. It is this strength of atti-
tude that makes a major contri-
bution to the success of every 
Reunion. 

 I’ll  borrow from a published 
paper on attitude by Charles 
Swindoll: 

 Attitude 

 “The longer I live, the 
more I realize the impact 
of attitude on life. Atti-
tude, to me, is more im-
portant than facts. It is 
more important than the 
past, than education, than 
money, than circum-
stances, than failure, than 
success, than what other 
people think or say or do. 
It is more important than 
appearance, giftedness or 
skill. It will make or break 

a company…a church…a 
home. The remarkable 
thing is we have a choice 
everyday regarding the 
attitude we will embrace 
for that day….we cannot 
change the inevitable. 
The only thing we can do 
is play on the one string 
we have, and that is our 
attitude. I am convinced 
that life is 10% what hap-
pens to me and 90% how 
I react to it. And so it is 
with you….we are in 
charge of our Attitudes.” 

 Let us each have an attitude of 
fellowship and Masonic aware-
ness and take time to spend at 
least part of the weekend of the 
Reunion with our Scottish Rite 
Masonic Brethren. 

The Valley of Bloomington will hold its annual 
Garage Sale on October 16 from 8:00 am until 
2:00 pm at the Bloomington Masonic Temple. 
We are asking for members to drop off items for 
sale between now and the 16th at the Masonic 
Temple located at 302 E. Jefferson St. 
in Bloomington.  

This garage sale will assist the Valley 
in providing programs to the mem-
bers and hopefully you will volun-
teer both your time and treasures to 
this event. 

Items that are not being accepted are 
clothes, shoes, books, and firearms.  
All other items are accepted. 

The Valley is also selling many items that were 
left when we moved out of the Scottish Rite 
Temple.  These include: 

• Danish furniture 

• Deacon benches 

• Pool benches 

• Wardrobe 

• Nine drawer linen cabinet 

• Miscellaneous chairs 

• Grandfather clock 

All items will be marked 1/2 price at 
12:00 noon.  
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October 2004 3              DeMolay Meeting 
5              Stated Meeting — Council Presides 
                Members Dinner & Presentation by Performing 
                Arts Director 
18            Rainbow Girls Meeting 
16           Valley Garage Sale 

November 
2004 

2              Stated Meeting — Chapter Presides 
7              DeMolay Meeting 
12-13       Fall Reunion 
15            Rainbow Girls Meeting 
20            Food Drive 

December 
2004 

1-31        Mobile Meals on Wheels 
5              DeMolay Meeting 
7              Stated Meeting — Consistory Presides 
18            Salvation Army Bell Ringing 
20            Rainbow Girls Meeting 

January 2005 2              DeMolay Meeting 
4              Stated Meeting — Lodge Presides 
15            Valley Blood Drive 
17            Rainbow Girls Meeting 

February 2005 1              Stated Meeting — Council Presides 
6              DeMolay Meeting 
13            Valentine’s Day Dinner 
21            Rainbow Girls Meeting 

March 2005 1              Stated Meeting — Chapter Presides 
6              DeMolay Meeting 
20            Feast of the Paschal Lamb 
21            Rainbow Girls Meeting 

April 2005 3              DeMolay Meeting 
5              Stated Meeting — Consistory Presides 
18            Rainbow Girls Meeting 

May 2005 1              DeMolay Meeting 
3              Annual Meeting — Election of Officers — All 
                Lines Preside 
16            Rainbow Girls Meeting 

The following men have traveled to the 
home of the Supreme Architect, that 
house not made with hands eternal in the 
heavens. Our sympathies go to their 
families and friends. 
 
Delmar E. Tipsword — Farmer City 
C. Virgil Martin, 33° — Glenn Ellyn 
Bruce V. Green — Hopedale 
Harold E. Thomas — Lincoln 
Ted T. Allsup — Bloomington 
Clarence C. Young, MSA — Hudson 
Paul F. Danforth — Rantoul 
Floyd E. Brewer — Mt. Vernon 
Glen A Landers — Marco Island, FL. 
Harry E. Fogelsinger — Pontiac 
Glen R. Landis — Bloomington 
John H. Kellogg, Jr. — Ottawa 
Charles B. Hagenbuch — Utica 
Frederick R. Chaney — Okeechobee, FL 
Ronald J. Elam — Oakland 
Robert L. Colyer — Bloomington 
Richard W. Otto — Normal 
Harold E. Clay — Ottawa 
Eugene H. Ploense — Forestell, MO 
Dale B. Stewardson — Shelbyville 
Donald E. Monniger — Bloomington 
Henry Keller, Jr — Livermore, CA 
Melvin E. Spratt — LeRoy 
Charles F. Fahler — Mendota 
James W. Noe — Bellflower 
Charles A. Peterson — Bloomington 
Lloyd P. Andrews — Mishawaka, IN 
William A. Garrett — Urbana 
Gerald L. Colaw — Atlanta 
Edmund C. Fetzer, MSA — Bloomington 
Robert O. Noel — Tucson, AZ 
Herschel W. Stuber — Bloomington 
Dale E. Brenneman — Naples, FL 
G. Ancil Babb — Normal 
Albert H. Hoopes — Bloomington 
 
May they rest in hands of our father who 
brings blessings to us all. 

Deaths  
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The Valley of 
Bloomington 
is now partici-
pating in a 
program be-
ing organized 
by the Illinois 
Council of De-
liberation.  All 

nine Valleys in Illinois met in Peo-
ria on August 21st and partici-
pated in a workshop on member-
ship lead by the ICOD Member-
ship Chairman, Ron Blue 33°.  
During this presentation, infor-
mation on the declining member-
ship was presented and the new 
program for the ICOD was rolled 
out.  We will be concentrating on 
three areas of concern retention, 
recovery and new membership. 
 
Retention of existing members is 
important, we don't want to lose 
you brethren who are reading this 
article.  We are trying new pro-
grams and activities to better 
meet your needs as a 32° Mason.  
Please come out to support the 
old activities you like, and try out 
some of the new programs we are 
trying.  Let us know whether they 

are meeting your needs, or if we 
need to do something else.  We 
want and value your input — 
this is your Valley. 
 
Former members, those sus-
pended for non-payment of dues, 
area also important.  We will be 
approaching these brethren and 
asking them to reconsider their 
membership and providing them 
a chance to get reinvolved in the 
Valley and it's activities.  If you 
know of a brother in this condi-
tion, we will contacting him 
shortly.  Please take the time to 
personally talk to these brothers 
also.  
 
For new members, the ICOD and 
the Valley of Bloomington are 
offering incentives for those top-
lining petitions for the coming 
year (Fall and Spring reunions 
only).  The following incentives 
are offered: 
  
One (1) petition —Free meal at 
the Reunion where your candi-
date is brought in. 
Two (2) petitions — Baseball Cap 
from ICOD 

Five (5) petitions — Polo or 
Denim Shirt from ICOD 
Ten (10) petitions — Microweave 
Sweater from ICOD 
Fifteen (15) petitions — Mi-
croweave Jacket from ICOD          
 
In addition, the Valley has also 
been charged with several goals.  
If met they will result in 
"BONUS" white hats to be 
awarded.  While this does not 
effect many of our brethren, it is 
important to the Valley.  Please 
help us support this program.  It 
is incumbent on all of us to take 
action together and successfully 
meeting the challenge.  
 
Don't have an application to 
share with a new member?  
There is one on the Valley web 
site (www.aasrbloomington.org) 
that you can download and print 
for your own use, as many times 
as you need.  Don't have access 
to the web site or a printer?  Let 
the Valley office know and they 
can send you one.  Or, drop by a 
stated meeting, we can help you 
out with as many petitions as 
you need. 

Illinois Council of Deliberation Announces  
Membership Program — John Dorner, Membership Chairman 

 

Dues in Arrears  

Current Year 576 $37,440 

Two Years 98 $12,740 

Total 674 $50,180 

 

Current Year 590 $38,350 

Two Years 51 $6,630 

Total 641 $44,980 

Dues in Arrears Last Year at this time   

Dues in Arrears 

As seen in the table to the right, the 
Valley of Bloomington still has nearly 
one fourth of its members who have 
not yet paid your dues. If you are 
having problems, please contact the 
Secretary and let him know your 
status. We want everyone to remain a 
member and enjoy the fellowship 
provided by the Valley of Blooming-
ton and Freemasonry in general. 
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Walter E. Web-
ber, Sovereign 
Grand Com-
mander presided 
over his first 
meeting ushering 
in a new era for 
this Supreme 
Council. Webber 
wasted no time 
in making his 
imprint on the Northern Masonic 
Jurisdiction. Several changes were 
announced at this session. 

Membership and Degree Changes 

Membership in the Supreme Council 
will now be based on the 4th Degree 
rather than the 14th Degree. Now 
when a person joins Scottish Rite they 
will take the 4th Degree and this will 
make them a full dues paying mem-
ber of the Scottish Rite. They will pay 

the entire initiation fee.  

There will be a new 4th Degree and it 
will be a mandatory degree at each 
reunion. Other changes include re-
moving the current 30th Degree and 
replacing it with the current 31st De-
gree.  The current allegory of the 
32nd Degree will become the 31st 
Degree and the ceremonial section of 
the 32 Degree will become the entire 
32nd. The final change announced 
was that the current 26th Degree 
“Lincoln Degree” will be retired and 
a new degree based on a civil war 
story will replace this degree. The 
Lincoln Degree will then be available 
to be shown to the public. 

New Actives 

At the meeting, Donald G. Hicks, 
Grand Master of Massachusetts; 
Frank R. Preble, Maine; and William 
McCarrier, Pennsylvania were elected 

Active Members.  

Retiring as Active Members and be-
coming Emeriti Members are Philip 
H. Hall, Vermont;  Richard G. Hawk, 
Pennsylvania;  C. William Lasko, 
Massachusetts;  Gary Henningson, 
New York; Richard H. Winship, 
Maine. 

Newsletter Competition 

This newsletter received an Honor-
able Mention in the Franklin News-
letter competition. Thanks to every-
one who contributed to this success. 

During the course of the Milwaukee 
meeting, 133 32nd degree Masons re-
ceived the 33rd degree, and at the con-
clusion of the meeting, the names of 
34 nominees from Illinois were an-
nounced to receive the 33rd degree at 
next year's meeting in Grand Rapids. 

Supreme Council Highlights 

 



       Valley of Peoria)  

11:10 am — 18° Knight of Rose Croix   

12:30 am — Lunch 

1:45 pm  — 29° Knight of St. Andrew   

3:00 pm  — 32° Sublime Prince of the 
       Royal Secret  

5:30 pm  — Banquet  

2004 Fall Reunion Meal Reservation Form 

Friday Evening — November 12 

   Dinner    5:30 P.M. in the Dining Room 
         Beef Stew - Biscuits - Relish Tray 
 Apple Crisp - Coffee, Ice Tea     _____ Men Only Tickets @ $7.00 
 
Saturday Morning  

Early Morning    7:00 A.M. in the Dining Room 
 Coffee, Juice, Donuts —  Provided by Ladies Auxiliary  
 
Saturday Lunch  

   Lunch    11:30 P.M. in the Dining Room 
         Grilled Chicken Breast Sandwich - Chips - Cole Slaw  _____ Men Only Tickets @ $7.00 
 Cookies, Coffee, Ice Tea, Lemonade 
 
Saturday Banquet  

 Banquet 6:00 P.M. in the Dining Room - For MEMBERS, LADIES and GUESTS 
         Roast Beef Tenderloin - Baked Potato - California Mix Vegetable _____   Tickets @ $17.00 each 
 Salad, Rolls - Coconut Cream or Lemon Pie - Coffee, Ice Tea  
  

Name _____________________________________________   Total Enclosed _________________ 
ADVANCE RESERVATIONS ARE A MUST BY NOVEMBER 9, 2004 AS WE WILL NOTIFY THE CATERER AT THAT TIME 

Make all checks payable to: BLOOMINGTON CONSISTORY 

I understand my tickets will be available for pickup at the Reservation Table unless I enclose a self- 
 addressed stamped envelope with my check. 

 MEAL RESERVATIONS WILL BE BILLED TO YOU IF NOT PICKED UP. 
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Fall Reunion — Bridging the Bonds of  Fellowship 
Now is the time to begin to plan 
for the Fall Reunion. This is your 
time to renew old acquaintances 
and make new friends. This reun-
ion is a special time as it will be 
held in conjunction with the Val-
ley of Peoria and will be the last 
reunion before the City of Bloom-
ington closes the building for 
renovation. 

The schedule for this reunion is: 

Friday, November 12, 2004 
5:30 pm  — Dinner 

7:00 pm  — 4° Secret Master  
       (Exemplified by the Valley  
        of Peoria)  
8:05 pm  — 14° Grand Elect  Mason   

Saturday, November 13, 2004 
8:15 am — 15° Knight of the East or  
       Sword  

9:55 am — 16 Princes of Jerusalem  
       (Exemplified by the  



Honesty is the Best Policy  
 
You always experience the conse-
quences of your own acts. If your 
acts are right, you'll get good conse-
quences. If not, you'll suffer for it.  
 
There are always two choices, two 
paths to take. One is easy. And your 
only reward is that it's easy. You 
cannot do wrong without suffering 
wrong.  
 
Morality may consist solely in the 
courage of making a choice. Wicked-
ness is always easier than virtue,  
for it takes a short cut to everything.  
But over time you learn, you can't 
make wrong work.  
 
Work joyfully and peacefully, know-
ing that right thoughts and right ef-
forts will inevitably bring about right 
results. You can never lose anything 
that really belongs to you, and you 
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It's been said that knowing some-
thing doesn't make a difference. But 
taking what you know and doing 
something with it makes all the differ-
ence. 
 
If you have been putting off that deci-
sion; if you've been procrastinating 
about beginning that project; or if 
you've never gotten around to pursu-
ing that dream which never seems to 
go away, 
then this is your nudge to get on the 
ball. It's the only way to really live! 
__________ 
 
This reading is found 
in Steve Goodier's 
popular book One 
Minute Can Change a 
Life 

Thoughts for this Month 
can't keep that which belongs to 
someone else. Sooner or later, every-
one sits down to a banquet of conse-
quences.  

 

TAKE ACTION 
 
One golfer had an absolutely horrible 
day at the links. His ball lay on an 
anthill and he swung viciously with a 
five-iron. Again and again he missed 
the ball and chopped away at the hill, 
killing ants and sending sand flying 
through the air. One frightened ant 
turned to another and said in panic, 
"We'd better get on the ball if we want 
to stay alive!" 
 
So it is with all of us. There is a time 
to think, but also a time to do. There 
is a time to learn, but also a time to 
act. There is a time to gather informa-
tion, but also a time to make deci-
sions. 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

We’re on the Web 
www.aasrbloomington.org 

Bloomington Consistory  
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite 
PO Box 3695 
Bloomington, IL 61702-3695 


