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Bloomington Consistory Invites You 
To Join in Honoring our Ladies at a 

 

 Valentine’s Dinner 
Sunday, February 13, 2005 

 

 Jim’s Steak House 
Bloomington, IL 

 

 The perfect atmosphere to enjoy an evening 

of food and drink  with our ladies and friends. 
 

 Gather and Social at 5:30 P.M. 

 Dinner at 6:00 P.M. 

Menu Selection 
Filet Mignon, New York Cut Steak, Rib Eye Steak 

Chicken Rolantine or Australian Orange Roughy 

 



I would take 
this opportu-
nity to thank 
all who 
helped to 
make the Fall 
Reunion on 
November 

12,13 a success.  This joint reun-
ion between the Valley of 
Bloomington and Peoria was 
well attended by both Valleys.  
The Banquet and Awards Cere-
mony was also well attended 
with 165 members, ladies and 
guests in attendance.  I hope you 
enjoyed the “The Sounds of Si-
natra” by Frank Fortuna after 
the Banquet.  Your Valley offi-
cers worked hard to put to-
gether the best reunion possible.  
Let them know what you 
thought of it and where we can 
make improvements. 

Our Valley goal of 34 new mem-
bers for the Fall 2004-Spring 
2005 reunion year is currently at 
nine.  We need twenty-five more 
new members in the spring.  I 
believe this goal is obtainable 
and with the efforts of the mem-
bership committee and some 
new help from some the leader-
ship team, we will achieve it.   
We have some new and differ-

ent ideas coming forth in the 
very near future to get the new 
member induction moving to-
wards that goal.  I ask each of 
you to help and when called by 
a member of the committee to 
help, consider doing what you 
can.  Every little bit gets us that 
much closer. 

 The Garage Sale on October 16th 
went very well thanks to the ef-
forts of several members of the 
Valley.  A special thanks to 
Dave Young and Nellie Nall 
who spent extra time and efforts 
to get most of the furniture ap-
praised and then advertised 
prior to the event.   I also apolo-
gize for the late notification of 
the Garage Sale to you the mem-
bers.  The Cathedral News took 
a little longer to gather informa-
tion than we anticipated. 

Our calendar of events has sev-
eral winter activities.  We are 
working Mobile Meal routes 
during the month of December 
for BroMenn Hospital.   If you 
have not signed up with Norm 
Meade, give him a call and put 
your name on the list as a back-
up driver.  The Blood Drive will 
be January 15th.  I encourage you 
to participate in this worth while 
cause.  If you can not give of 

your blood, consider giving of 
your time as a volunteer as we 
always need lots of help.  
Februrary 13th will be our Valen-
tine Dinner at Jim’s Steak 
House.  Please join us for a very 
nice evening of food and fellow-
ship. 

By the time you get this issue, 
we will have passed Thanksgiv-
ing and will be counting the 
days until the Christmas.  The 
holidays can be a very hustle-
bustle time for each of us, and 
for many, a lot of work and 
stress.  This Christmas let the 
Celebration of Christ’s birth, be 
within you, filling your heart 
with that warm love that sur-
passes all understanding.  May 
that love shine forth to all 
around you, bring you peace 
and happiness this Christmas 
season. 

Tena joins me in wishing you a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.  May God’s richest 
blessings be upon each of you 
and your families this Christmas 
and the coming year. 
In Friendship and Brotherly Love, 

Michael R. Fowler, 33° 
 Commander-in-Chief 
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Commander-in-Chief Corner — Reunion Recap 

CATHEDRAL NEWS 

 

Valley of Bloomington Annual Blood Drive 
The Zerrubabel Council, Princes of 
Jerusalem, in conjunction with Nor-
mal Lodge #673 and the American 
Red Cross, will hold its second annual 
blood drive on Saturday January 15, 
from 8 am to noon at Normal Lodge 
Hall, 102 Broadway, Normal. Last 
year this event was extremely suc-
cessful according to the Red Cross.  

In order to give blood you must be 18 
or older, be in good health, have not 
had hepatitis, cancer, AIDS, and not 
be ill at the time of the donation. 
Other factors may limit your ability to 
donate., and the process takes about 
one hour.  

You will be rewarded for giving 
blood by a lapel pin shaped like a 

drop of blood with the Masonic 
square and compasses.  

Call early for best donation times, 
(309) 808-6077 (Nellie at the Scottish 
Rite Office) or (309) 735-3093 (Jeff Es-
tes). If you have any questions about 
this program contact us and we will 
be happy to answer all your ques-
tions. 
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 The holiday 
season is 
upon us and 
with it all the 
joy and 
beauty that 
accompany 
it each and 
every year. 

  

This is one of my favorite times of 
year when memories flood my 
senses from childhood to the pre-
sent. The sound of voices raised 
in harmony to sing Christmas 
carols, the smells of family din-
ners, the scent of evergreen, the 
sight of a child’s eyes lighting up 
from the wonders of the holiday 
season. It is truly a time to reflect 
on the beauty of our world and 
the people with whom we share 
it.  

 Happy Holidays — Oren Pomeroy, Thrice Potent Master 
We, as Masons, can feel espe-
cially grateful for the season. 
This time of year is when the 
tenets of our organization are 
often embodied by a great many 
people throughout the world 
that have no connection to Ma-
sonry. There are many acts by 
individuals and organizations to 
help those less fortunate and in 
need of assistance brighten their 
lives. The feeling that we as indi-
viduals in a society have an obli-
gation to help our fellow man 
becomes much more prevalent, 
and we see people helping peo-
ple become the norm. 

As Masons, we have each taken 
an obligation to do this through-
out the year as individuals and 
as an organization. When we 
take this to heart it becomes a 
part of our being everyday. It is 
this aspect of Masonry that al-

lows us to be leaders in showing 
others the fulfillment of charity 
to our fellow man.  

I am proud to say that I am a 
Mason. I am proud to call each 
of you my Brother and to enjoy 
the fulfillment that as an indi-
vidual and as an organization 
we are spreading the holiday 
spirit 365 days each year. Let us 
remember and remind ourselves 
of this each and every day. 

There is a destiny that 
makes us brothers 
None goes his way alone 
All that we send into the 
lives of others  
Comes back into our own. 

Markham 

Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year 

Shown above is Lawrence Guard 
who has reached two milestones in 
Masonry. He recently reached 70 
years in Masonry and also was 
awarded a 60 year certificate in the 
Valley of Bloomington. Bro. Guard 
is a member of El Paso Lodge #242. 
Congratulations on reaching this 
great achievement. 

Also reaching 60 years in Masonry 
is Walter Bode, a member and past 
master of Danvers Lodge #742.  

Reaching 50 years in Masonry is 
Robert Helwig, who many of you 
see whenever you attend a reunion. 
Bob is on the door staff and always 
greets everyone with a warm smile 

Milestones 

and hello. Malcom V. Condie, Jr. 
also celebrated 50 years as a Scot-
tish Rite Mason. (pictures not 
available) 

Above is Robert Webb who re-
ceived his 25 year certificate as a 
member of the Valley of Bloom-
ington. 



CATHEDRAL NEWS 

 

December 
2004 

1-31        Mobile Meals on Wheels 
5              DeMolay Meeting 
7              Stated Meeting — Consistory Presides 
18            Salvation Army Bell Ringing 
20            Rainbow Girls Meeting 

January 2005 2              DeMolay Meeting 
4              Stated Meeting — Lodge Presides 
15            Valley Blood Drive 

February 2005 1              Stated Meeting — Council Presides 
6              DeMolay Meeting 
13            Valentine’s Day Dinner 

March 2005 1              Stated Meeting — Chapter Presides 
6              DeMolay Meeting 
20            Feast of the Paschal Lamb 

April 2005 3              DeMolay Meeting 
5              Stated Meeting — Consistory Presides 
18            Rainbow Girls Meeting 

May 2005 1              DeMolay Meeting 
3              Annual Meeting — Election of Officers — All 
                Lines Preside 
16            Rainbow Girls Meeting 

The following men have traveled to the 
home of the Supreme Architect of the 
Universe, that house not made with 
hands eternal in the heavens. Our sym-
pathies go to their families and friends. 
 
Charles W. Smith, Monticello 
L. Jerry McNemee, Bloomington 
Thomas H. Smith, Shelbyville 
Ronald M. Hibbens, Peoria 
Emory W. Netzel, Kankakee 
William L. Burk, Normal 
Robert M. Owens, LeRoy 
Alvin H. Mallott, Ottawa 
 
May they rest in hands of our father 
who brings blessings to us all. 

Deaths  
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Upcoming Events 

At the August 31st Sixth Eastern Area Workers Club meeting there were 
13 Master Masons from five of the eight lodges in the 6E district.  Wade 
Barney had the most with 6 and has the traveling gavel for this month.  
Here is the schedule for the next year: 

Dec 30th Bloomington #43     confer 3rd 
Jan 31st   El Paso #246      confer 2nd 
Feb   dark 
March 29th   LeRoy #221      2nd section 3rd degree 
April   dark 
May 31st    Danvers #742      opening and ceremonies 
June 29th    Normal #673      confer 1st 
July   dark 
August 30th    Heyworth #251     confer 3rd 

Alvin E. House 
DDGM 6th Eastern District 

If you would like news about your Blue Lodge or District please send to the 
Scottish Rite office or email to ronblue33@msn.com. 

Blue Lodge News 

The Nominating Committee for the 32° 
Masons Valley of Bloomington is asking 
for your help in finding the right Brothers 
to be officers in the Valley. The qualifica-
tions to be an officer are as follows: 

• Membership in the Valley 

• Willingness to be a leader 

• Works well with others as a team 
player 

• Able to take direction 

• Looking for new challenges 

• Innovative 

 If you or someone you know is willing to 
help and keep our Valley alive and thriv-
ing, please call 309-828-6077  and a ques-
tionnaire will be sent out to you. If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate 
to call. 

Looking For a Few Good 
Men 
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The Fall Reun-
ion has come 
and gone and I 
think that eve-
ryone who at-
tended can 
agree it was a 
great experi-
ence for all the 
Brothers in at-

tendance.  The Valley of Peoria 
joined us in our weekend, and even 
put on a few of the degrees.  It was 
indeed a pleasure to work with and 
meet with the brothers from our 
neighbor valley. 
 
The weekend resulted in nine new 
brothers joining our ranks.  Al-
though there were a few 'no-shows' 
among the petitions read, I was 
very pleased with the results.  For 
those brothers who took the time to 
share our fraternity experience with 
others I thank you.  I am confident 
that the reunions to come will be 
even better. 
 
In reflecting on the reunion, I was 
walking around the cultural center 
and was struck by the missing pic-
tures.  The classes of previous reun-
ions no longer hanging on the 
walls.  It caused me to seek these 

out at the Bloomington Temple 
and to take the time to look at the 
photos of all the brothers who 
have come before.  As a recent 
member of the valley, many of the 
names, I don't know.  But, many of 
them I do.  I feel lucky to be a part 
of such a distinguished group of 
men. 
 
While our methods of conferring 
the degrees to men is different to-
day than it used to be, with only a 
few of the degrees being presented 
in each reunion, as opposed to all 
29 degrees in a weekend, the heart 
of our lessons and teachings re-
mains the same.  The lessons of 
leadership and the call to service 
are needed today more than every 
in our history.  The time spent to-
gether in fellowship and service is 
even more critical as we go about 
our ever busier days.  But our goal 
to extend the influence of our phi-
losophy and commitment to our 
brethren and our community has 
not changed.  The methods are dif-
ferent, but the message is the 
same.  Ironic that the messages of 
our degrees has been as pertinent 
to our lives over the years, with 
very little change. 

 
Looking at the photos, I saw the 
faces, albeit much younger faces, 
of many of the great men who 
were just beginning their travels in 
our rite.  Many have risen to posi-
tions of respect not only within the 
rite but within the fraternity in 
general and the community.  
Looking at them now, we can eas-
ily recognize their accomplish-
ments and contributions, but at 
that time they were just another in 
a line of brothers joining the val-
ley.  What a shame it would have 
been if no one would have asked 
them to join and our rite would 
have been unable to record and 
profit from their accomplishments. 
 
Who is that friend, co-worker or 
neighbor who could positively 
impact our fraternity and our com-
munity by being exposed to our 
lessons and teachings?  Whose 
picture will future brothers be 
looking at a reflecting on his ac-
complishments?  The answer de-
pends on each of us. 
 
From brother to brother, from year 
to year our legacy is built. 

 — John Dorner, Membership Chairman 

 

Dues in Arrears  

Current Year 492 $31,980 

Two Years 91 $11,830 

Total 583 $43,810 

 

Current Year 525 $34,125 

Two Years 51 $6,630 

Total 576 $40,755 

Dues in Arrears Last Year at this time   

Dues in Arrears 

As seen in the table to the right, the 
Valley of Bloomington continues to 
have nearly one fourth of its mem-
bers who have not yet paid your 
dues. If you are having problems, 
please contact the Secretary and let 
him know your status. We want eve-
ryone to remain a member and enjoy 
the fellowship provided by the Val-
ley of Bloomington and Freemasonry 
in general. 
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Scenes of a Reunion 

Jim and Barb Grimm and Paul and Tammy 
Clark at the Reunion Banquet 

Bill Burden and Ron Blue, 33°, receive mem-
bership awards from Barry Carney, Most Wise 
Master 

Ken Pfiefer, Sovereign Prince, Oren Pomeroy, TPM, 
and Barry Carney, MWM, present Ben North with the 
Service to Freemasonry Award 

Jack Hall, 33°, Commander-in-
Chief of the Valley of Peoria 

Phillip C. Kenny, 
33°, Deputy for 
Illinois enjoys fel-
lowship with Gary 
D. Hermann,33°, 
Valley of Peoria 

Candidates Chris 
Higgenbothan 
(left) and Andy 
Bender (right) en-
joy time with 
Adam Young prior 
to the 29th Degree 

James Gordon, MSA, 1st winner of the Haning Award 
visits with Greg Clark, 33°, Warren Darnall, and Paul 
Clark, MSA. 
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Meet The Candidates 

Robert Beard 

Masonic Affiliation: 
Comet Lodge #641 

Occupation: Illinois De-
partment of Transportation, 
Highway Maintanence. 

William McCormick 
Valley of Peoria Candidate 

Andrew Bender 

Masonic Affiliation: Wade 
Barney Lodge #512 

Occupation: Attorney, 
Country Companies 

Charles Denham 

Masonic Affiliation: West 
Terre Haute Lodge #687 

Occupation: Retired, Cat-
erpillar, Inc. 

Christopher Higginbothan 

Masonic Affiliation: Normal 
Lodge #673 

Occupation: Systems Ana-
lyst for State Farm Insur-
ance 

Robert Hudak 

Masonic Affilation: Wade 
Barney Lodge #512 

Occupation: Employed by 
Country Companies 

Michael Morrison 

Masonic Affiliation: 
Bloomington Lodge #43 

Occupation: Manager, Ad. 
Services, State Farm Insur-
ance 

Michael Moss 

Masonic Affiliation: 
Bloomington Lodge #43 

Occupation: President, 
Midwest Exchange 

Brent Newman 

Masonic Affiliation: Ma-
zon Lodge #826 

Occupation: Executive 
Director, Grundy County 
Housing Authority 

George Wirth 

Masonic Affiliation: Past 
Master of Delavan Lodge 
#156. 

Occupation: Salesman for 
Material Handling Services. 



You Make Your Own  
Opportunities 
 
Your destiny isn't a matter of chance,  
it's a matter of the choices you'll 
make in the coming year. Success 
isn't something you wait for, it's 
something you must pursue in the 
months ahead.  
 
Don't wait for extraordinary opportu-
nities to be successful. Seize com-
mon occasions and turn them into 
great ones. Opportunities sometimes 
come disguised in the form of misfor-
tune, or temporary defeat.  
 
Start where you are. You're at this 
moment, standing right in the middle 
of opportunity.  
 
If you act on your dreams you can 
live them in the New Year. You have 
a lot to look forward to.  
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Thoughts for this Month 
Opportunity is all Around You   
 
The people that really succeed in the 
world are the people who look for the 
circumstances they want. And, if they 
can't find them, they make them.  
 
The lure of the distant and the difficult 
can be deceptive. The great opportu-
nity in your life is where you are right 
now. Properly perceived, every situa-
tion can become an opportunity for 
you.  
 
Your destiny isn't a matter of chance,  
it's a matter of choice. It's not some-
thing you wait for, but rather some-
thing you achieve with effort.  
 
You're surrounded by opportunity, but  
things won't turn up in this world until 
you turn them up.  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

We’re on the Web 
www.aasrbloomington.org 

Bloomington Consistory  
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite 
PO Box 3695 
Bloomington, IL 61702-3695 

Ladies Auxiliary 

Shown on the right 
receiving the 
Woman of the Year 
Award is Nancy 
Gottselig presented 
by Tena Fowler 


