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Feast of the Paschal Lamb 
Tuesday March 22, 2005 — 7:00 p.m. 

Bloomington Masonic Temple 

Mt. Calvary Chapter of Rose Croix 

Invites the members, families and friends of the Masonic Fraternity to attend 
the Annual Memorial Observance of the Feast of the Paschal Lamb and the 
Relighting of the Lights. 

The Spring Season is an appropriate time for Masons to gather together and 
pause to reaffirm their belief in the immortality of the soul. The Feast of the 
Paschal Lamb is neither the Feast of the Passover nor the institution of the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion although it commemorates both. Rather, this 
beautiful and symbolic service is in memory of those of our Brothers who have 
gone to their eternal reward during the past year. A special invitation, there-
fore, is extended to the families of our departed Brethren. 

Participating with the Officers of the Chapter of Rose Croix in this service are 
DeMolay Commandery No. 24, Knights Templar and the Fourth Degree, 
Bloomington Assembly, Knights of Columbus. 

The location of the service is the Bloomington Masonic Temple at 7:00 p.m. 
Please plan to join us during this season of renewal and rebirth as we celebrate 
the divine gifts of life and Brotherly Love. 

Sincerely, 

Barry Carney — Most Wise Master 



I hope all of you 
had a nice 
Christmas Holi-
day and are off 
to a good start in 
2005. 

 Sunday, Febru-
ary 13th will be 

the Valentine’s Dinner at Jim’s Steak 
House hosted by the Consistory Line.   
Information on this was in the De-
cember issue however we did not 
mention that we would like to have 
reservations so we can plan appropri-
ately.  Please call your reservation in 
to one of us.  Nellie at 828-6077 - Tena 
at 829-3903 - Mike at 823-5698. 

A special thanks to Norman L. 
Meade, 33° and all of the Valley 
members, friends and Rainbow Girls 
during the month of December for 
your efforts on the Mobile Meal 
routes. 

I believe we all had a great time and 
the weather was fairly nice this year.  
I regretted to hear that Bromenn is 
planning to discontinue the Mobile 
Meal program at the end of January.  
This has been a fun community pro-
gram for us to participate in over the 
years. 

Not sure how many years we have 
been doing Mobile Meals, but it was 
started by O.E. Haning Jr. 33° and 
Michael S. Weer, 33° when they were 
co-chairs of the Community Con-
cerns Committee. 

Our old Scottish Rite Temple, now 
the Bloomington Center for the Per-
forming Arts has closed the building 
and is making ready to undergo the 
renovation process.  The renovated 
building is expected to reopen some-
time during the 2nd or 3rd quarter of 
2006.  In the interim we will be hold-
ing reunions elsewhere.  The Spring 
reunion on May 13-14, 2005 will be a 
joint reunion with the Valley of Peo-
ria in their Cathedral in Peoria.  Our 

Valley will be doing the new 4° on 
Friday evening and the 15° on Satur-
day.   I encourage everyone to mark 
your calendars and make the trip to 
Peoria and be a part of this joint reun-
ion.  More information on the Spring 
reunion degrees and activities will be 
in the April issue of the Cathedral 
News. 

Also noteworthy of the BCPA build-
ing closing is the moving of our Val-
ley Learning Center.  It will move to 
the Creativity Center for Arts Educa-
tion (old Physicians Building) di-
rectly North of the BCPA building.  
Our thanks to the Cultural District 
for providing the space while the 
building under goes renovation.  Our 
Learning Center program led by Mrs. 
Janet Blue is still going strong with 
large enrollments of students each 
semester.  

I mentioned earlier the 4° as being 
new.   At Supreme Council in Mil-
waukee this last September several 
changes were made in our ritualistic 
degree work for the Northern Ma-
sonic Jurisdiction.  The new 4° pro-
vides an introduction to the degrees 
of the Scottish Rite and an overview 
of some of the lessons and characters 
from other degrees.  It will be the 
required initial degree for all candi-
dates at every reunion.  Lars La-
Bounty, Director of Work and George 
Perkins, Assistant Director of Work; 
have already started working on the 
cast for this degree.   If asked to help 
please say yes and lend a hand.  If we 
get enough help maybe we could 
have it double cast. 

Seems a little odd that as we begin a 
new calendar year that we also at the 
same time focus on the end of an-
other officer year in May of 2005.  
The officer selection process will be 
conducted during the month of 
March.  All four coordinate bodies 
will be looking for members to be-
come officers for the ensuing officer 

years.   If you have an interest in be-
ing an officer please contact the Val-
ley office or one of the current presid-
ing officers for more information. 

Our prime focus between now and 
the Spring Reunion is membership.  
We have a goal of 34 new members.  
We took in 9 new members at the Fall 
reunion so we need 25 more.  There 
is a lot of degree work going on in 
the area lodges and it looks promis-
ing to make the goal.   There are still 
a good number of potential members 
from the Grand Master’s Festivals.  
John Dorner, Membership Chairman 
and Charles Ross Jr., Rite Recruiter 
Chairman have lists of names of po-
tential members and would be happy 
to have you join them in contacting 
these Blue Lodge members.  Just give 
one of them a call. 

I had mentioned several times 
through out the year at meetings and 
in some of my articles that each of us 
should have a goal of replacing our-
selves just once.  Or, if obtaining a 
member is not possible, consider re-
placing that with an extra payment of 
dues to represent the member you 
would of brought in.  Today, I would 
offer you yet another opportunity to 
help with membership.   No Mason 
should be deterred from becoming a 
Scottish Rite mason, especially if the 
only reason is the initiation fees.  I 
have asked Danny J. Leifel, 33° to 
chair a group of members called 
“Minute Men.”  Their sole purpose is 
to provide some initiation fee assis-
tance on a personal and individual 
level to potential members who 
would desire it. If you want to be-
come one of these truly extraordinary 
men, “The Valley Minute Men” 
please give Danny a phone call. 

In Friendship and Brotherly Love, 

Michael R. Fowler, 33° 
 Commander-in-Chief 
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Commander-in-Chief Corner — Ramblings 

CATHEDRAL NEWS 

 



VOLUME LXVII :4 Page 3 

This time of year always 
seems to be one of the most 
difficult. After 50 some odd 
years, most of which were 
spent in the Midwest, or at 
least the four season area of 
our country, you would 
think it would come natu-
rally to accept it and go on 
with daily routines. Not for 

this product of flatland farm country. Somehow I 
always fight it just a little and complain about the 
cold and snow. 

I read recently that this time of year is when na-
ture rebuilds herself. The winter temperatures 
and covering of snow allows the plants to rest 
and begin the nourishment for the coming spring 
growth. It seems we could all learn something 
from Mother Nature. 

We had a great Fall Reunion with the Valley of 
Peoria and are in preparation for the Spring Re-
union to be held with them at their Temple. I 
would suggest now is the time to Rejuvenate 
ourselves and begin preparing for that weekend 
of camaraderie and Brotherhood for the future of 
the Scottish Rite. This is an opportunity to share 
the true meaning of Brotherhood. The efforts of 
each of us will strengthen the Valleys for the 
spring and summers to come. 

Please plan on attending the spring festivities 
that will open the Bloomington and Peoria Val-
leys to new growth throughout the coming years.  

See you at the Reunion. 

 Midwinter 2005  
Oren Pomeroy III, Thrice Potent Master 

Conforming to Article 1, Section 1 of the Bylaws 
of the Coordinate Bodies, Ancient Accepted Scot-
tish Rite of Freemasonry, Valley of Bloomington, 
notice is hereby given that the Annual Meeting 
will be held in the Dining Room of the Blooming-
ton Masonic Temple, 302 E. Jefferson Street, 
Bloomington, at 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, May 3, 2005. 

Pursuant to Article III, Bloomington Lodge of 
Perfection, 14°, Zerrubabel Council, Princes of 
Jerusalem, 16°, Mt. Calvary Chapter Rose Croix, 
18°, and Bloomington Consistory, 32°, will con-
duct election of officers and appointments will be 
made. 

The Annual Reports of the offices will be made 
along with other business which may properly be 
considered and acted upon at the meeting. All 
members in good standing of the Scottish Rite, 
Valley of Bloomington are entitled to attend and 
vote on matters before the bodies. 

 

Oren D. Pomeroy, III 
Thrice Potent Master 
Bloomington Lodge 

  of Perfection 

Kenneth R. Pfeifer 
Sovereign Prince 

Zerrubabel Council, 
Princes of Jerusalem 

Barry G. Carney 
Most Wise Master 

Mt. Calvary Chapter, 
Rose Croix 

Michael R. Fowler, 33° 
Commander-in-Chief 

Bloomington Consistory 

 

Attest: 
David Young, 33° 
Executive Secretary 

Annual Meeting and Election 
of Officers 



CATHEDRAL NEWS 

 

February 2005 1              Stated Meeting — Council Presides 
6              DeMolay Meeting 
13            Valentine’s Day Dinner 
21            Rainbow Girls Meeting 
26            Passion Play Performance 

March 2005 1              Stated Meeting — Chapter Presides 
5              Passion Play Performance 
6              DeMolay Meeting 
12-13       Passion Play Performance 
19-20       Passion Play Performance 
22            Feast of the Paschal Lamb 
21            Rainbow Girls Meeting 

April 2005 2              Passion Play Performance 
3              DeMolay Meeting 
5              Stated Meeting — Consistory Presides 
18            Rainbow Girls Meeting 

May 2005 DeMolay Meeting 
3              Annual Meeting — Election of Officers — All 
                Lines Preside 
13-14       Spring Reunion, Peoria Scottish Rite Temple 
16            Rainbow Girls Meeting 

The following men have traveled to the 
home of the Supreme Architect of the 
Universe, that house not made with 
hands eternal in the heavens. Our sym-
pathies go to their families and friends. 
 
Joesph L. Funk, Coal City 
Dale L. Sapp, Bloomington 
Donald E. Miller, Fairbury 
Price J. Stubblefield, Stanford 
Arthur A. Brown, Normal 
Paul Scheets, Bloomington 
Raymond W. Vaughan, Bloomington 
Shirley F. “Ike” Jones, Elliott 
George W. Storey, Jr., Las Vegas 
Michael G. Wells, Bloomington 
Arthur J. Gulley, Carterville 
Vernon Hinman, Pontiac 

Deaths  
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Upcoming Events 

The Nominating Committee for the 32° 
Masons Valley of Bloomington is asking 
for your help in finding the right Brothers 
to be officers in the Valley. The qualifica-
tions to be an officer are as follows: 

• Membership in the Valley 

• Willingness to be a leader 

• Works well with others as a team 
player 

• Able to take direction 

• Looking for new challenges 

• Innovative 

 If you or someone you know is willing to 
help and keep our Valley alive and thriv-
ing, please call 309-828-6077  and a ques-
tionnaire will be sent out to you. If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate 
to call. 

Looking For a Few Good 
Men 

What Can You Do for Me? — Jim L. Grimm 

Too often we follow the adage, “What is in it for me”.  The “what can 
you do for me” approach centers on the individual’s self-gratification, 
whether it refers to obtaining sales from a new customer, more per-
sonal visibility, or another “pat on the back”.  This philosophical ap-
proach to decision-making may be appropriate in certain situations or 
circumstances; but, should it guide or define one’s Masonic journey? 

By letting this adage underpin one’s relationship to the fraternity, we 
are under-valuating and under-marketing the basic tenets of Freema-
sonry.  By simply changing the order of two words in this adage, we—
as a fraternity—can enhance the value of Freemasonry in our life and 
our communities, while implementing those basic tenets taught in the 
Masonic degrees.  Let’s avow in the new year to follow the “what can I 
do for you” approach in our relationship with our communities, em-
ployers and affiliated organizations, Masonic organizations, and Ma-
sonic and non-Masonic brothers. 
The reversal of emphasis by switching these two words changes the 
focus from oneself to the fraternity and to the betterment of society.  
This change in our Masonic attitude would focus our effort on being 
the type of organization we should be as so aptly noted in the degrees 
and summarized by the tenets of Freemasonry.      
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Membership in 
the Scottish Rite 
is of serious 
concern to each 
of us.  For those 
who have been 
attending the 
monthly meet-
ings and read-
ing this column 
are aware of the 

attention being given to this critical 
issue.  Our membership is falling and 
this trend needs to be reversed at 
best, and stopped at least. 

The best way to make it possible for 
our organization to succeed in re-
cruiting new members is to support 
our blue lodge activities in recruit-
ment.  While the number of new can-
didates for the Scottish Rite has fallen 
over the years as a percentage of the 
blue lodge members coming in 
(which is why we need to be diligent 
in approaching our Blue Lodge 
brothers), we also need to help the 
lodges succeed in bringing in new 
men also.  Their success is our suc-
cess. 

It should come as no surprise that 
while our membership trends have 
been declining in last decade, re-
member, the lodges are experiencing 
a similar trend.  One of the best ways 
we can support the Scottish Rite and 
Masonry in general, for all appen-

dant bodies, is to help men join the 
Blue Lodges.  It follows that if there 
are more men in the lodges, there 
will be more men to ask to join the 
Scottish Rite. 

If you have not been to a lodge meet-
ing in a while, drop in and see what 
they are doing.  If you know some-
one who should be a Mason, even if 
you don’t know if they will ever be a 
Scottish Rite Mason, start talking to 
them about Masonry and the Blue 
Lodge.  If you get them interested, 
then you can begin talking to them 
about the further light they can find, 
particularly in the Scottish Rite. 

Things are getting exciting with the 
membership plan, particularly with 
the state.  In past columns you have 
read about some of the new pro-
grams being implemented.  Recently 
the Illinois Council  of Deliberation 
(ICOD) announced a new member-
ship plan for the state. This plan in-
cluded several specific  items to in-
crease membership within our Val-
ley. Let me review these for you.  

First is an incentive plan for bringing 
in new members. While the Valley 
has several rewards for membership, 
the ICOD will award the following 
for different levels of participation: 

• Two petitions — baseball cap 

• Five petitions — polo shirt 

• 10 petitions— microweave 
sweater 

• 15 petitions— microweave 
jacket 

These prizes will be awarded for 
petitions received during the fall 
and spring reunions. We only have 
the spring reunion left to earn these 
prizes, but there is lots of time to 
find the new members out there. In 
addition to these prizes, Philip 
Kenney, 33°, Deputy for Illinois has 
also announced that Valleys meet-
ing the goal established by the 
Membership Committee will earn a 
33rd Degree. We need 25 more can-
didates to reach this goal. Your help 
in getting petitions will help us to 
reach and surpass this goal. 

Second is retaining our current 
members. Every year we lose mem-
bers because they do not pay their 
dues. Sometimes this is not the fault 
of the member.   A new program of 
inviting men who were suspended 
for non-payment of dues was 
launched for this year only.  An in-
vitation to be reinstated has been 
extended to these men with a pay-
ment of the next year’s dues.  Some 
of the comments we received back 
were very promising, with many 
accepting the offer.  Some of the 

(Continued on page 8) 

 Membership Begins In The Lodge — John Dorner, Membership Chairman 

 

Dues in Arrears  

Current Year 427 $29,755 

Two Years 87 $11,310 

Total 514 $39,065 

 

Current Year 218 $14,170 

Two Years 47 $6,110 

Total 265 $20,280 

Dues in Arrears Last Year at this time   

Dues in Arrears 

As seen in the table to the right, the 
Valley of Bloomington continues to 
have nearly one fourth of its mem-
bers who have not yet paid your 
dues. If you are having problems, 
please contact the Secretary and let 
him know your status. We want eve-
ryone to remain a member and enjoy 
the fellowship provided by the Val-
ley of Bloomington and Freemasonry 
in general. 
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Family Life — Bill Burden, Family Life Chairman 

A reception for the Valley of Bloomington Schol-
arship students was held Friday evening, Janu-
ary 7th at the Masonic Temple in Bloomington.  
This was a joint event with the Valley of Bloom-
ington Scholarship program and Family Life 
committees.   Seventeen students and their fami-
lies enjoy refreshments served by Rainbow As-
sembly #7. 

The students attend various colleges throughout 
the Central Illinois area.  The scholarships of-
fered through the Valley are the Health Care 
Scholarship, the Passion Play Scholarship, Per-
kins and Abbot Scholarships, the Grand Lodge of 
Illinois Scholarship, and the Louis L. Williams 
Scholarship. 

Jim Grimm, 33º, Chairman of the Scholarship 
Committee presented certificates to students 
who attended the evening event and are shown 
in the picture below.  Those who were unable to 
attend will receive their certificate in the mail. 
For more information on scholarship require-
ments, see the scholarship page on the Valley of 
Bloomington web site — 
www.aasrbloomington.org. 

Rainbow Assembly #7 members who helped to serve 
refreshments at the Scholarship Reception were: Brit-
tany Pensky,  Jayme Sellberg,  Julie Reeves,  and 
Kristina Gaddy  

Front row: Jim Grimm, 33°, Sarah Young, Ruth Raffensberger, Lyndsey Ayers, Juliet Fong, 
Nicole Kirby, Heather Hill, Lindsey Morgan 

Back Row: Jessica Livezey, Andrew Hoffman, Janine Zorn, Kristen Schlink, Kaleigh Schlipf, 
Sarah Ruff, Stephanie Wargo, Jessica Whalen, Jennifer Moss, Sarah Baker 
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600 Club 
The 600 Club is a group of Scottish Rite Masons belonging 
to the Valley of Bloomington. Its purpose is to preserve the 
heritage of Scottish Rite Masonry in the Valley by 
providing a strong financial foundation. 

Everyone is aware that costs continue to rise and this is 
true for us. The costs of keeping Scottish Rite Masonry in 
Central Illinois and especially here at the Valley of 
Bloomington continue to rise. Therefore the Permanent 
Fund of the Valley was established to provide a means of 
keeping a sound financial basis for operations of the Val-
ley. This is accomplished when members join the 600 Club. 

The interest on the funds paid into the 600 Club pay the 
member's dues and any excess amount is then paid over to 
the operating fund. Because this is a  permanent fund, this 
gift will continue to support the Valley of Bloomington 
forever. 

What are the Benefits of being a fully-qualified member? 

Your dues are paid for life. 

Must I contribute the entire $600 at one time? 

You do not have to contribute the entire amount at one 
time. You may choose any payment option that you desire. 
But the benefits of being a fully-qualified member of the 
600 Club do not begin until you have reached the 
qualifying amount of $600. A member must continue to 
pay annual dues until he becomes a fully-qualified 600 
Club member. 

Remember: 

The 600 Club is an opportunity. 

This plan provides you with a  fully-paid life membership 
in the Valley of Bloomington. It also provides the Valley 
with a stable source of income. 

The 600 Club is permanent. 

All monies paid into the 600 Club become a part of the 
Permanent Fund of the Valley of Bloomington. The 
principal is never to be used. The interest earned is paid 
annually to the Valley of Bloomington. A portion of the 
interest pays the dues of fully-qualified 600 Club members. 

The 600 Club is open to all. 

Any member of our Valley may join. When your 
contributions to the Permanent Fund total $600 you 
become a fully-qualified member with your dues paid for 
life. Contributions can be paid in any amount over any 
period. 

The 600 Club is a perpetual investment. 

It assures each member that the Valley will continue to 

Former prisoner James Knapp confessed to police that 
he'd robbed two stores in Oklahoma because he missed 
his old cell mates. Police said they'd see if James could be 
reunited with his old friends.  

I think Mr. Knapp may have expressed something im-
portant, however. Friends, wherever we find them, are 
absolutely necessary. 
 
But do you know who your best friend is? Automaker 
Henry Ford was having lunch with a man, when he sud-
denly asked the man that very question. "Who is your 
best friend?" Ford asked. 
 
The man hesitated and Ford went on. "I'll tell you who 
your best friend is," he said. Then he wrote this sentence 
for the man to read: "Your best friend is he who brings 
out the best that is within you." Our best friends are 
those who do more than simply like us. They also be-
lieve in us. They support us but, occasionally, they 
nudge us as well. 
 
Someone put it well: "A friend is someone who knows 
you as you are, understands where you've been, accepts 
who you've become, and still, gently invites you to 
grow." 

Now...who is your best friend? 

Who’s Your Best Friend? 

thrive. It promises to 32° Scottish Rite Masons that the 
Valley of Bloomington will not falter. 

What must I do to join?  

To join the 600 Club you must be a member of the 
Valley of Bloomington. Second, you must contribute to 
the Permanent Fund of the Valley. 

Once you have contriiuted $600 to the PERMANENT 
FUND you are a fully-qualified member of the 600 
Club. 

You can purchase a 600 Club memberhip with any of 
the following payment options: 

One $600 gift  
Two $300 yearly gifts 
Three $200 yearly gifts 
Four $150 yearly gifts 
Five $125 yearly gifts  
Or design your own payment schedule. 

Contact the Valley Secretary for more information. 



You Won’t Get Anywhere With-
out A Goal 
A life without purpose is like a ship 
without a rudder. The purpose of a 
goal is to focus your attention.  Your 
mind will reach toward achievement 
only when it has a goal. There is no 
achievement without goals.  
 
Establish a goal worth working for. 
Your goal will keep you going in 
tough times. Always have something 
ahead of you.  
 
Continuously visualize your next 
step. Keep moving after you achieve 
your goal and set another. Momen-
tum is maintained by always having 
something to look forward to. Con-
stantly give yourself something to 
work for.  
 
Do what you can do well, and do 
well whatever you can do. You can 
plant your dream with a goal.  
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Thoughts for this Month 
It’s Never Over Until It’s Over 
 
The power to hold on in spite of eve-
rything, to endure, this is the quality of 
a winner. Your greatest glory is not in 
never failing, but in rising every time 
you fail. 
 
It's your constant and determined ef-
fort that will eventually break down all 
resistance and sweep all the barriers 
before you. Persistence means taking 
pains to overcome every obstacle, to 
do all that's necessary to reach your 
goal. 
 
All great achievements require time. 
Endurance is the crowning quality of 
success. 

 
 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

We’re on the Web 
www.aasrbloomington.org 

Bloomington Consistory  
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite 
PO Box 3695 
Bloomington, IL 61702-3695 

comments were surprising ranging 
from men who did not even know 
they were suspended, men who 
thought they had demitted and had 
not, to men who replied they were 
in financial distress and could not 
pay.  Many who we should not have 
suspended for health and financial 
issues are now back in the fold, with 
a second chance to be a part of our 
brotherhood. 

Spring reunion is around the corner 
and will be on us before we know it.  
The reunion will be in Peoria this 
Spring and we have a chance to 
really put the Valley of Bloomington 
on display.  Please make plans now 
to attend the reunion.  And, take the 
time now to invite a brother, or even 
a non-Mason to consider joining our 
brotherhood and bring them to the 
Spring reunion. 

(Continued from page 5) 


