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Valley of Bloomington Spring Reunion 

May 12 and 13, 2006 

Bloomington Masonic Temple 

Friday, May 12, 2006 
      5:00     Candidates Report 
      6:00     Dinner  ($5.00) 
      7:00     4th Degree (Master Traveler) 
      8:00    14th Degree (Grand Elect Mason) 
Saturday, May 13, 2006 
      8:15     9th Degree (Master Elect of Nine) 
      9:30   10th Degree (Master Elect of Fifteen) 
    10:30   15th Degree (Knight of the East Ore Sword) 
 

    11:45     Lunch   ($3.00) 

      1:15    18th Degree (Knight of Rose Croix) 
      2:45    20th Degree (Master Ad Vitam or Washington Degree) 
      4:00    31st Degree (Knight Aspirant) 
      4:45    32nd Degree (Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret) 
Please plan on attending our spring reunion festivities that will offer 
fellowship and the excellent degrees our Valley produces every reun-
ion.  Come out and support the Valley of Bloomington and help us 
grow throughout the coming years.  

See you at the Reunion. 



 Recently, the officers of the Valley of Bloomington joined with other Valley Officers in a statewide 
leadership meeting in Bloomington, IL. This meeting was to help all Valley’s learn what others were 
doing regarding membership. Everyone talks about the problems of membership and how to solve 
our declining numbers. Benny Grisham, our newest Active, gave a very enlightening presentation 
on what has happened to membership over the past 20 years and where we are heading if we 
make no changes. I thought I would share some of that presentation with you.  

On a statewide basis the membership has declined by over 50% from 1984. There were 475,885 
members in 1984 and in 2004 we now stand at 241,853. In just the past 5 years we have dropped 
more than 20% of our membership losing 62,862 since 1999. But what does this mean for Bloom-
ington? In 1984 we had 4,661 members, and in 2004 we had 1,888. The number is even smaller 
two years later. This can be easily illustrated by the following graph. 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At our current rate, it is expected that our Valley will be below 1,000 members by 2010.  

I don’t want to sound like we are about to go out of business, but just wanted to make you aware of what some experts 
are saying concerning the state of our fraternity. However, I see some light at the end of the tunnel. In the past several 
years, I have witnessed many young men who have become interested in the fraternity and after joining have become 
very active in all aspects of Masonry. 

Each and everyone of us knows how to solve the problem of membership and that is to find interested men and talk to 
them about what you have learned in Masonry. There are many reasons why men become Masons and then go on to 
join the Scottish Rite. It is our job to make sure we tell this story to as many people as we can. 

On another note, there were some good ideas that came from the Leadership Seminar and hopefully these will be imple-
mented in the near future in our Valley. 

If you have not attended the Leadership Seminar in the past and get a chance next year, please go and enjoy what the 
Illinois Council of Deliberation is offering. 

  

In Friendship and Brotherly Love, 

Ron  Blue, 33° 
Commander-in-Chief 
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Commander-in-Chief Corner — Random Thoughts 
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IL CHIP Helps Lodges Safeguard Children 
Valley of Bloomington 

Ancient Accepted  
Scottish Rite  

of Freemasonry 

Scottish Rite Office  
(309) 828-6077  

 

 

 

 

Commander-in-Chief 
Ronald K. Blue, 33° 

Thrice Potent Master 
Steven L. Barr 

Sovereign Prince 
Richard C. Miller, Jr. 
Most Wise Master 

Bill E. Tanner 
Executive Secretary 

David Young, 33° 
Treasurer 

Earnest Vittitoe, MSA 

Board of Trustees 
Barry Weer, 33° 1st Lt. Commander 
Bill Burden 2nd Lt. Commander 
Jay Keeran Deputy Master 
Michael Bergelin High Priest 
Charles Ross, Jr Sr. Warden 
Merle Murray, MSA  Trustee 
James Sharp, MSA, Trustee 
Barry Carney Trustee 
Jim Grimm, 33° Trustee 

Committees 

Audit  Ron Guthoff 
Membership  John Dorner 
Finance  Barry Weer, 33° 
History  Dale Arbour 
Insurance Joe Jackson 
Legal  Russell DePew 
Permanent Fund Ron Blue, 33° 
Planning  Bill Burden 
Properties Walden Crouch, 33° 
SRRA  John Hulett, MSA 
Charity  Greg Clark, 33° 
Community Concerns 
  Norman Meade, 33° 
  Bill Tanner 
Family Life Robert Trefzger 33° 
Scholarships Jim L. Grimm, 33° 
Webmaster John Dorner 
Learning Center Janet Blue 
Newsletter Dale Arbour 

The Cathedral News is printed bi-monthly 
for the purpose of informing the members 

In our upcoming events we mention that we will be offering the IL CHIP pro-
gram at Masonic Community Days and the McLean County Fair.  This article 
briefly explains the program.   

The Masons of Illinois are beginning to hold identification workshops for chil-
dren in families around the State.   They’re called IL CHIP events.   They are 
sponsored by local Masonic Lodges and held at neighborhood and community 
functions or at schools. 

The Masons of Illinois, who fund the entire cost of IL CHIP, put together eve-
rything parents need to help the authorities find their lost child.  It’s the most 
comprehensive program of its kind and it is Free of charge to parents! 

Best of all, it only takes 10 minutes and supplies parents with a complete child 
identification package that can be taken home or carried with the family on 
vacation.  The information, most of which is contained on a CD, is compact 
and totally private.  The IL CHIP program keeps only the parental permission 
form!    Here’s what parents get at an IL CHIP event: 

• Color Photo that records image and height and is digitized on a conven-
ient CD that can be easily circulated by police to the media and distributed 
across the State within an hour via Illinois’ Amber Alert Program. 

• DNA Sample taken through a saliva cheek swab.  This is the latest tool in 
the scientific arsenal to make positive ID’s of lost children. 

• Fingerprints are the oldest form of positive identification since they are 
unique to every person. 

• Recorded Interview video which captures the appearance, speech pat-
terns, personal characteristics and mannerisms of a child.  It goes on the 
same CD as the photo for easy media distribution. 

• Height and Weight are recorded using a height chart and scale, which add 
to the descriptive value of the photo and video interview. 

As we can see, conducting the program at a busy venue will require ten or 
more volunteers to man the various stations to gather this important data for 
each and every child that goes through the event.  Bill Tanner has gone 
through a certified training program and will be chairing the Masonic Commu-
nity Days IL CHIP program.  All volunteers must attend a certified training 
session to learn how to set up the equipment and process the participants.  

The program will be evaluated for a 90 day test period with equipment—
including webcam, tripods, laptop with special software and CD burner, and an 
IL CHIP height chart and scale—placed and maintained at each of the nine 
Scottish Rite Valleys and one location in the Southern area.  This equipment, 
plus individual I.D. kits for each child, will be available to lodges that want to 
participate in the pilot programs. 

Thousands of children become lost every year in the U.S.  A few are victims of 
abduction.  Time is critical.  To be of greatest help, police need vital informa-
tion and they need it fast.   The IL CHIP program can help parents help the 
authorities find their child as quickly as possible.   We need to be ready to sup-
port this important effort as IL CHIP events are conducted by Masonic groups 
in our community.  
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May 2 

May 12-13 

Annual Meeting — All Bodies Preside 

Spring Reunion at Bloomington Masonic Temple 

June 6 Stated Meeting 

July 8 & 9 
 

July 22 

 
July 30-Aug. 6 

Masonic Community Days at Normal Spring Festival; 
     IL CHIP program by local lodges 

150 year Rededication of LeRoy Lodge #221 by Grand 
Lodge Officers 

McLean County Fair; Host IL CHIP program 

Sept. 5 

Sept. 23 

Stated Meeting 

Heart Walk 

The following men have traveled to the 
home of the Supreme Architect of the 
Universe, that house not made with 
hands eternal in the heavens.  
Our sympathies go to their families and 
friends. 
Glenn M. Marshall, Dousman, WI 
     December 25, 2003 
Norris Dean Cantrell, Graford, TX 
     April 27, 2005 
Richard F. Osner, Albuquerque, NM 
     November 10, 2005 
Harold W. Finger,  Heyworth, IL 
     January 28, 2006 
Andreas A. Paloumpis, Tampa, FL 
     January 31, 2006 
O. Wendell Walden, N. Barrington    
                                      Shore, IL 
     February 4, 2006 
Melvin E. Bonomo, Cook MN 
    February 7, 2006  
Robert W. Ferguson, Bloomington, IL 
    February 10, 2006 
Robert P. Brenneman, Minier, IL 
    February 17, 2006 
Richard D. Swartz, Lexington, IL 
    February, 22, 2006 
Daniel E. Sage, Tremont, IL 
    March 3, 2006 
James L. Orrick, Bloomington, IL 
    March 17, 2006 

 

Deaths  
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Upcoming Events 

Tues, May 30th,, Comet Lodge, 2nd S.–3rd 

Thur., June 29th, Normal Lodge, District  
            Dinner (6pm) Ceremonies 

Mon. July 31st, El Paso Lodge, Members  
            Choice 

Tues. Aug. 29th, Heyworth Lodge, Annual 
           Meeting, Confer 1st 

 Blue Lodge Workers Club  
   Schedule-7:00 pm Start 

The 600 Club is an opportunity that is open to all.  The 600 Club 
is a perpetual investment that promises to 32° Scottish Rite 
Masons that the Valley of Bloomington will not falter.  To join 
the 600 Club you must be a member of the Valley of Blooming-
ton and contribute to the Permanent Fund of the Valley.  Upon  
contributing $600 to the Permanent Fund you are a fully-
qualified member and your dues are paid annually until death. 

600 Club Membership Application 
Name (print):
 ___________________________________ 

Address: 
 ___________________________________ 

Year joined the Valley: ____________________ 

Payment Method: 

 □ One time payment of $600 

 □ Two Payments of $300 each 

 □ Three payments of $200 each 
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Ben North, EPC and Michael R. Fowler, EPC              

What Valley Couldn’t Use a New Computer 

Here’s your chance to help your Valley’s budget and the Scot-
tish Rite Charities at the same time.   Our Valley is competing 
against 25 others in our size bracket to get the most members to 
sign up for the Scottish Rite Visa card.    To qualify to win a 
computer, each Valley must meet their prescribed “Fair Share 
Goal”, which is 41 cards for Bloomington.   After achieving 
their goal, Valleys are competing by percentage of membership 
against the others in their bracket.   

The top three Valleys in each bracket will be awarded prizes.  
1st prize is a computer, monitor, all-in-one printer and barcode 
scanner.   2nd prize is an all-in-one printer and barcode scanner 
and 3rd prize is a barcode scanner.     

Applications can be requested from Dave Olmstead at 800-814-
1432, ext 4460 or email to dolmstead@supremecouncil.org.  In 
all our activities we need to talk about what’s happening with 
the Visa program and pass out applications at our reunion in 
May.   A premium item will be given away to subscribers with 
each completed application.   Apply for a Visa and support our 
charities. 

A percentage of every purchase you make 
on your Visa Card will benefit the Scot-
tish Rite Charities at no extra cost to you. 
Just by using your card, you will be help-
ing to fund several collegiate scholarships 
as well as graduate research in the fight 
against schizophrenia, helping kids to 
learn to read at 32nd Degree Masonic 
Learning Centers for Children, and help-
ing to preserve our national heritage 
through the programs and conservation 
efforts of the National Heritage Museum.  

Rainbow Girls provided Candlelighters                    Ronald K. Blue, 33° C-in-C  Billy M. Burden, EPC     George W. Broughton, Greeter 

Knights of Columbus, Fourth Degree, Bloomington Assembly 0213,  
Harold E. “Gene” Mitchell, Faithful Navigator, Lower right 
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The Feast of the Paschal Lamb, presented by Mt. Calvary Chapter 
of Rose Croix Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite , was held Palm Sun-
day  April 9, 2006 at  2:00 p.m. in the Bloomington Masonic Tem-
ple.   Bill E. Tanner, Most Wise Master, led the ceremony.   The 
Feast of the Paschal Lamb is neither the Feast of the Passover nor 
the institution of the Sacrament of Holy Communion although it 
commemorates both. Rather, this beautiful and symbolic service is 
in memory of those of our Brothers who have gone to their eternal 
reward during the past year.  Many families of our departed 
Brethren were in attendance during this season of renewal and 
rebirth as we celebrated the divine gifts of life and Brotherly Love 
in the light and hope of the Easter dawn.. 

Participating with the Officers of the Mt. Calvary Chapter of Rose 
Croix in the service were DeMolay Commandery No. 24, Knights 
Templar led by Eminent Commander Robert H. Wright and the 
Knights of Columbus Fourth Degree, Bloomington Assembly 0213, 
led by  Harold E. Mitchell.  E.C. Robert H. Wright delivered The 
Story of the Passover and Lars LaBounty, 33 Degree delivered The 
Story of the Cross.  The Mystic Roll was read by Harold E. “Gene” 
Mitchell for K.C. and Ronald K. Blue, 33 Degree for AASR. 

The Reverend Donald Roszkowski of St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church in Clinton, IL presented the message.  Organist was Tho-
mas R. Grubb, 33 Degree, vocalist was Nancy Cunliffe, wardrobe 
Norman L. Meade, 33 Degree, staging was done by Theodore 
Fowler and the Director of the program was Kenneth W. Smith, 
M.S.A., 33 Degree. 

 2006 Observance of The Feast of the Paschal Lamb 

Thomas R. Grubb, 33 Degree      Nancy Cunliffe 
       Organist                                    Vocalist 

Setting—Knights Templar, Upper left corner, Knights of Columbus, Upper right corner                   2nd Above– E.C. Robert H. Wright   
            Foreground, Mt. Calvary Chapter of Rose Croix, AASR                                                         Above-Kenneth W. Smith, MSA, 33 

        Bill E. Tanner              Alvin E. House 
   Most Wise Master   Former Most Wise Master 

Earnest G. Vittitoe, MSA,    George F. Perkins 
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100 Year Anniversary-Valley of Southern Illinois, July 23rd 

Please join the Valley of Southern Illinois as they celebrate their 
100th Anniversary of the St. Clair Lodge of Perfection, on Sun-
day, July 23, 2006.  Sovereign Grand Commander, Ill. Walter E. 
Webber, 33rd Degree is planning of attending.   Activities begin 
at 11:00 a.m. with a Vesper Service, tours at noon, dinner at 1:00 
p.m. followed by introductions and speeches. 
Additional activities this weekend include a Valley Fish Fry at 
4:30 p.m. on Friday, July 21st. 
On Saturday, July 22nd, the 32nd Degree Masonic Learning 
Center Gala Benefit will be held at the Valley.   All proceeds    

2005 Lineup Num-
ber  

Persons 

Amount 

W. Sox vs. Twins   

Cubs vs. Cards   

Cubs vs. Dodgers   

Name of Person: ___________________ 

Address: _________________________ 

Phone Number: ____________________ 
 

Get up and Go Club News 

The Get Up and Go Club events for this 
summer  are going fast.   Please contact 
Nancy Beveridge at (309) 473-2541 to 
register for any of the great trips for this 
year or to join the club. The dues are $5 for 
a single, $10 for a double.  The remaining 
2006 Lineup includes: 

Wednesday, July 26th—Chicago  
White Sox vs Minnesota Twins.  The 
game is in the afternoon at US Cellular 
field.  Your cost is $60.00 and includes 
ticket for the game, all you can eat lunch 
buffet, and the bus ride.   Eat at Joliet Mall 
Food Court on the way home. 

Friday, Aug. 18th—Chicago Cubs vs St. 
Louis Cardinals at 1:20 p.m.  Tickets on 
this date are prime price.  The ticket and 
bus ride are $62.00.  Eat at Joliet Mall Food 
Court on the way home.  All food on you 
this day. 

Thursday, Sept. 14th—Chicago Cubs vs. 
Los Angeles dodgers at 1:20 p.m.  This is 
the last senior discount for the Cubs season.  
Ticket and bus—$46.00, the reduced ticket 
price.  Eat on your own at the ball park and 
Joliet Mall Food Court on the way home.  
Please call Nancy with any questions.  

will support the Learning Center.  This is a Black Tie preferred 
event with catered dinner, silent auction, keynote speaker, music 
for your entertainment and dancing.   Cost is $50.00 per person. 

Please call the Valley at 618-235-3350 or email at  
valsouill@sril092.com to make reservations for any of these 
events.  Reservations are requested no later than July 15, 2006.   

Sheraton Four Points in Fairview Heights, IL has rooms blocked 
for this weekend at $79.00/night.  You may call them at 618-
622-9500. 

The Eight Annual Grand Lodge Golf Tournament has been set for 
Monday, June 19, 2006 with proceeds to benefit the Illinois Ma-
sonic Foundation for Drug and Alcohol Abuse. 

The fundraiser event will take place at the Railside Golf Course in 
Gibson City and is open to members, ladies and non-Masons alike. 

The tournament package includes $60.00 per person for greens fee, 
golf cart and door prizes and a Banquet dinner on Monday night at 
the Railside Golf Club Dining Room.   For more information please 
contact Benny Grisham, (217) 529-8900 

8th Annual Grand Lodge of Illinois Golf Tournament, June 19th 

There will be a shotgun start at 12:00 p.m.  Other activities to 
benefit this fundraiser event will include an auction following the 
dinner, as will as the usual hole tournaments for longest drive, 
longest putt and closest to the pin. 

The  golf course will have drink carts moving around the course 
during play.  The course requires use of soft spikes and allow no 
personal coolers on the course.  Drinks must be purchased from 
the club house or drink carts.   The Banquet on Monday evening 
starts at 5:30 p.m. in the Railside Golf Club Dining room. 

Name:       ______________________________________  Phone Number:  __________________________________ 

Address:    ______________________________________ City & Zip Code: _________________________________   

Those in my foursome include: 

    _______________________________________              ____________________________________________         

    _______________________________________              ____________________________________________            

    _______  Golf & Banquet Package @ $60 per person      _________  Banquet only @ $25 per person 

 

Total Enclosed:   $ __________________    PLEASE!  DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION:  June 13, 2006 

Please return this form with your check or money order to:   Ron Blue, 2002 Berrywood, Bloomington, IL  61704  



A Goal Is Essential  
For Your Success 

There is no achievement without a 
goal.  In whatever position you find 
yourself, determine your primary 
objective first.  Until your thoughts 
are linked to a purpose there can be 
no accomplishment. 
Only you can determine what you 
want out of life.  You decide on your 
major objectives and goals.  A goal 
gives you a place to start.  If you 
don't know where you're going, how 
can you expect to get there? 
The world always makes room for 
the person whose words and actions 
show that they know where they're 
going. 
The first essential ingredient of suc-
cess is to know what you want. 
Sooner or later you'll encounter a 
crisis in your life, and how you meet 
it will determine your future happi-
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Thoughts for this Month 
ness and success.   Since the begin-
ning of time, everyone has been 
called upon to meet such a crisis.  

It isn't enough to just want to be suc-
cessful.   You've got to ask yourself 
"What are you going to do to get the 
things in life you want?"  
Your problem is to bridge the dis-
tance which exists between where 
you are now and the goal you intend 
to reach.  
Planning brings your future into the 
present so you can do something 
about it now.  
Somewhere there is a map of how it 
can be done.   All you need is a good 
plan, and the courage to press on to 
your destination.  Success is deter-
mined on the drawing board.  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

We’re on the Web 
www.aasrbloomington.org 

Bloomington Consistory  
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite 
PO Box 3695 
Bloomington, IL 61702-3695 

Follow a Plan to Be Successful 

A well built house started with a 
definite purpose and a set of blue-
prints.   Your plan should provide 
the pattern for the actions you'll 
take.  
Take time each day to study, 
think and plan.   Plan your steps,  
then implement your plan, then 
review your results.  
Do this frequently and make the 
appropriate alterations to your 
plan, and you'll develop the power 
that will bring you to success.  
No one was ever lost on a straight 
road.  


