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Join the Valley of Bloomington Scottish Rite Bodies 
for  

Our Annual Fall Reunion 
November 17 & 18, 2006 

 
 

 

To 

Class named in honor of Michael R. Fowler, 33˚ 
Past Commander in Chief and Potentate Mohammed Shrine 
Shrine Ceremonial to follow conferral of the 32nd degree –  

Ladies are welcome to attend the ceremonial 
 

For information contact Greg Clark: (309) 827-2758  
Or 

The Scottish Rite Office: (309) 828-6077 

The Newly Remodeled  
 
 
 

Bloomington Center for the Performing Arts 
110 Mulberry St. 



August was Su-
preme Council 
for many of the 
Brethren from 
Illinois. The Val-
ley of Chicago 
hosted this years 
meeting and they 
did a great job of 

making all of us feel welcome and 
made this a memorable Supreme 
Council.  

We were pleased to be with Bill Bur-
den, his wife Kathy, and Robert Tre-
fzger and his wife Connie as the 33rd 
Degree was conferred on these two 
gentlemen.  I have known both men 
for many years and they are both a 
credit to the fraternity and truly de-
serving of this honor.  Tuesday night, 
at the Illinois Dinner, we were very 
pleased to hear the name of George 
Perkins elected to receive the 33rd 
Degree next year in Washington, D. 
C.  

Several highlights from this years 
meeting were:  

• The name of the 10th Degree was 
changed to Master Elect. 

• The name of the 26th Degree was 
changed to Friend and Brother 
Eternal 

• The old 26th Degree was decom-
missioned and replaced with 
new ritual. 

• Larry Ingles retired as Deputy 
and Active for Illinois 

• Lee Lockwood was named Dep-
uty for Illinois 

• John T. Phillips, Valley of Chi-
cago was named the new Active 
for Illinois. 
 

Next years meeting is in Washington 
D.C. and is a joint meeting between 

the Southern and Northern Jurisdic-
tions. This will be a historic meeting 
and all Scottish Rite Masons are in-
vited to attend.  

 

This issue is dedicated to telling you 
about the Reunion coming up in No-
vember, and I want to add my 
thoughts about this reunion. First, we 
are dedicating this class to Mike 
Fowler, current Potentate of Moham-
med Temple. This will be a chance for 
you to join Shrine for a very low price 
as we are going to have a Shrine Cere-
monial immediately after the 32nd De-
gree is complete.  

 

Second, we are returning to the 
Bloomington Performing Arts Center 
for this reunion. Over 15 million dol-
lars have been spent in renovating this 
facility and it is truly a beautiful jewel 
for our fraternity to meet and show-
case our degrees. I want to personally 
invite each and every one of you to 
make plans to attend this reunion and 
tour this wonderful facility. You will 
be truly impressed with what has been 
done to our old club house.  

 

Greg Clark, 33° and his committee 
have worked very hard to plan a 
memorable two days for each of us 
and I know there are some surprises 
for every member who attends the 
reunion. Please mark your calendar for 
November 17-18 and join us for the 
fellowship and renewal of old ac-
quaintances.   I look forward to greet-
ing each and every one of you and 
hope to see you there. 

 

In Friendship and Brotherly Love, 
 Ron K. Blue, 33° 
 Commander-in-Chief 

Valley of Bloomington 
Ancient Accepted  

Scottish Rite  
of Freemasonry 

Scottish Rite Office  
(309) 828-6077  

 

 

 

 

Commander-in-Chief 
Ronald K. Blue, 33° 

Thrice Potent Master 
Jay A. Keeran 

Sovereign Prince 
Michael J. Bergelin 
Most Wise Master 
Charles H. Ross, Jr 

Executive Secretary 
David Young, 33° 

Treasurer 
Earnest Vittitoe, MSA 

Board of Trustees 
Barry D. Weer, 33°1st Lt. Commander 
Billy M. Burden   2nd Lt. Commander 
K. Randall Wilson   Deputy Master 
John R. Barringer   High Priest 
Dale F. Arbour   Sr. Warden 
Steven L. Barr  Trustee 
Barry G. Carney  Trustee 
Jim L. Grimm, 33° Trustee 
 

Committees 

Audit  Ron Guthoff 
Membership  John Dorner 
Finance  Barry Weer, 33° 
History  Dale Arbour 
Insurance Joe Jackson 
Legal  Russell DePew 
Permanent Fund Ron Blue, 33° 
Planning  Bill Burden 
Properties Walden Crouch, 33° 
SRRA  John Hulett, MSA 
Charity  Greg Clark, 33° 
Community Concerns 
  Norman Meade, 33° 
  Bill Tanner 
Family Life Robert Trefzger 33° 
Scholarships Jim L. Grimm, 33° 
Webmaster John Dorner 
Learning Center Janet Blue 
Newsletter Dale Arbour 

The Cathedral News is printed bi-monthly 
for the purpose of informing the members 
about events in the Valley. 
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Commander-in-Chief Corner — Supreme Council 
Recap 
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Central Illinois Masonry was well 
represented by the Scottish Rite Val-
ley of Bloomington at the 2006 
McLean County Fair, held each day 
from August 2 through August 6 at 
the Interstate Center on Blooming-
ton’s far West side. 

The theme of this year’s booth was 
“It’s Really No Mystery, Masonry is 
an Adventure!”  The booth featured 
two televisions showing continuous 
videos.  One television showed clips 
from recent popular action adventure 
films, depicting certain aspects of Ma-
sonic history, fiction, and intrigue.   
The other television displayed videos 
produced by the Scottish Rite and 
other Masonic bodies, intended for 
public consumption and which high-
lighted the truth about Masonry, 
what it means to a man and his family 
for one to be a Mason, along with 
various aspects of Masonic activity 
and charity within society. 

        Valley of Bloomington Sponsors Masonic Booth  
        at McLean County Fair        By Robert Trefzger 33° 

In addition to videos, fair-goers were 
greeted at the booth with welcome 
posters featuring the names of local 
Masonic bodies, and visitors were 
encouraged to pick up a variety of 
brochures about Masonry.  Informa-
tion about the Valley’s Masonic 
Learning Center was also featured 
on posters.  Several inquiries were 
made over the course of the week, 
including by some who may be seek-
ing more light in Masonry soon. 

Several Scottish Rite members had a 
hand in the ideas and design of the 
new booth.  Special thanks are ex-
tended to Roger Aukerman MSA, 
Ron Blue 33°, Wally Crouch 33°, 
Rick Erickson, John Hulett MSA, Bill 
Tanner, Bob Trefzger 33°, and Dave 
Young 33° for contributing to booth 
set up, tear down, concept and de-
sign. 

Approximately 30 Scottish Rite Ma-
sons helped man the informational  

booth, dedicating 11 hours each day 
over a period of five consecutive 
days.  The Valley of Bloomington 
thanks and salutes each of them, and 
everyone who had a part in making 
our 2006 McLean Count Fair pres-
ence a successful Family Life Event 
for Bloomington Scottish Rite! 

Mariachi Esmeralda proved to be accomplished musicians and 
talented vocalists for the annual Scottish Rite fundraiser Saturday 
evening September 30 at the Bloomington Temple.  Starting with 
one of my favorite Mariachis songs, “Guadalajara”, Pablo Medina 
and his band continued playing traditional and well loved songs 
for two and a half hours.  Audience requests were filled enthusi-
astically and at the end they sang the Mexican version of “Feliz 
Cumpleanos” followed by Happy Birthday.  Even with a small 
audience, everyone in attendance appeared to enjoy the show. 

The band consisted of two trumpets, three violins, three guitars 
and a lead singer.  Each took his turn displaying his musical tal-
ent from the ballad of “Lost Nino” (Lost boy) to a medley of clas-
sics including Bach, Mozart, and Beethoven.  Mariachi goes be-
yond music, expressing the culture of a distinct locale from the 
ensemble of instruments to the special charro suits.  The songs 
speak about machismo, love, betrayal, death, politics, and even 
animals.  One particularly famous song is “La Cucaracha” which 
everyone enjoyed with many joining in for the chorus. 

A big thank you goes to the DeMolay boys for assisting in setting 
up the chairs and providing refreshments.  Another very special 
thank you goes to Veronica Regalado, a friend who helped with 
the interpretation so that we could make arrangements for the 
group to perform.  And lastly, thank you to all who attended.  
You are the ones who made this event a success by supporting 
your valley fundraiser.    

Billy M. Burden, 33º  

Event Chair.    

  Mariachi Esmeralda  

Billy Burden  with the band 
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October 2006 3           Stated Meeting — Zerrubbabel Council Presides 
6-7        Grand Lodge — Springfield 
21         DeMolay Commandery #24 Inspection 

November 2006 7       Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:00 - Chapter Line 
7            Stated Meeting — Rose Croix Chapter Presides 
17-18     Fall Reunion at the Remodeled Cultural Center 

December 2006 3            Delmar D. Darrah 33° Club Christmas Dinner 
4            Salvation Army Bell Ringing 

4           Trustee Mtg—6 PM / Stated 7 PM - Consistory Line  

January 2007 2           Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:30 - LOP Line 
20         Blood Drive - Council 

March 2007 6           Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:00 - Chapter Line 

February 2007 6           Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:00 - Council Line 

These brothers have traveled to the home 
of the Supreme Architect of the Universe, 
that house not made with hands eternal  
in the heavens.   Our sympathies go to 
their families and friends. 
 
William H. Beam, Bloomington, IL       
  9-2-06 
 Jimmie A. Blume, Bloomington, IL   
  9-25-06 
Harry O. Dorrell, Clinton, IL   
  8-25-06 
Tony  G. Gandy, Mohawk, TN       
   8-6-06 
Donald P. Gray, Nampa, IL        
  2-12-06 
Wayne M. Hanlin, Bloomington, IL     
  8-10-06 
Harold J. Lynch, Worth, IL       
  9-11-05 
Clinton C. Morgan, Boulder, CO      
  7-28-06 
Thomas O. Meade, Jr., Bloomington, IL   
  8-28-06 
Donald M. O’Brien, Monticello, IL     
  4-9-06 
Gary W. Phillips, Morris, IL       
  10-5-05 
Max N. Pike, Monticello, IL      
  5-21-06 
Robert L. Sievers, Pittsfield, IL      
  7-3-04 
Arthur W. Tompkins, Jr., Salem, OR      
  8-23-06 

Deaths  
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Upcoming Events 

George F. Perkins has been elected to re-
ceive the honor of the 33rd degree.  The  
degree will be conferred at the Supreme 
Council’s annual meeting in 2007. 

The Bloomington Order of DeMolay provided refreshments at the Scottish 
Rite Fundraiser with Mariachi Esmerelda on Saturday, September 30th. 

Left to Right above front row:  Cory Cline, Alex Oehmen 

Back row:  Patrick Schlehuber, Adam Clark, Joey Minor, Cody Adams and Jay 
Keeran 
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Because when I'm in this building whether it is for a 
Scottish Rite activity, a Passion Play practice/
performance, or some other event, I invariably reflect 
back on how blessed I've been to know and meet so 
many wonderful people!  Some are still with us today 
but all too many have departed from this earthy exis-
tence. I know they are still with us in spirit watching 
over us and in some cases giving us a line or two when 
we get lost in a degree. I'm sure if they were here today, 
most would be impressed with what has been done to 
restore this building. Unfortunately, if I were to mention 
some of their names most of our newer members would 
have no idea who I was talking about or what was so 
special about them.  

Suffice it to say my life has been enriched and I would 
not be the person I am today had it not been for their 
influence. To our newer members I say it is now your 
turn to develop some memories and friendships. Take 
some time to tell some stories, shake hands, and enjoy 
the fellowship that will no doubt be present throughout 
the weekend.  

To our more tenured members I say come back and renew 
friendships, take a look at what has been done with the 
building, and think back on the people who have had a posi-
tive influence in your life!  I hope to see you at our fall reun-
ion on Nov. 17 & 18. In my opinion we have everything to 
gain and nothing to lose by attending our reunion.       
Greg Clark 
 
Past Commander in Chief Michael R. Fowler, 33°, says:  “I at-
tend reunions for the fellowship and fun of sharing time 
with all my brother Scottish Rite Masons.” 
“Every reunion brings fond memories, new reasons to re-
member and good friendship.”  Dan Leifel, MSA 

Robert Trefzger, 33°, says: “I am looking forward to attending 
our fall reunion this year to see the new facilities, but most 
especially to witness the degrees, neet new members, renew 
friendships and enjoy the company of brothers.” 

Other brothers are attending the reunion for the excitement 
of seeing the remodeled building, the opportunity to witness 
more degrees on stage, to honor Mike Fowler and to 
fellowship with the brothers. 

Why am I going to attend the fall reunion?    

View from the balcony in 1921 

View from the lower level today 



This Fall reunion is chance to return to our old/new home.  While the 
photos and mementos of the past will be missing from the walls, it is a 
true homecoming.  A chance to reconnect with the past and be a part of 
this great fraternity we call Scottish Rite. 
While our methods of conferring the degrees  to men is different, with 
only a few select degrees presented in each reunion, rather than all 29, 
the heart of our lessons or leadership and the call to service remain.  
That call is even more important today.  The time we will spend in fel-
lowship and service is critical as we go about our increasingly busy 
days.  But our goal to extend the influence of our philosophy and com-
mitment to our brethren and our community has not changed.  The 
methods may have changed, but the message is the same.  It is espe-
cially pleasing that the lessons our degrees are equally pertinent today 
as when they were first written. 
Looking at the men that surround us in our Rite, especially those we 
look up to, we need to remember that they started right where we did, 
at a reunion. They were just another face in the line of brothers joining 
our Rite.  What a shame it would have been, if no one had asked them 
to join and we would all be incomplete as brethren for not experien-
ceing their contribution. Who is that friend, co-worker or neighbor who 
could positively influence our Fraternity and our community by being 
exposed to our lessons and our teachings? Who will future generations 
of masons be looking at as their mentor?  The answer depends on all of 
us.  We get to decide who these men can be, by asking a man to join. 
From brother to brother, from year to year, our legacy is built. 

Page 6 CATHEDRAL NEWS 

Valley Newsbriefs 
Richard Curtis, Editor of The Northern Light, has sent the Valley 
of Bloomington a letter of congratulations for its newsletter, Ca-
thedral News, being selected for “Honorable Mention” for 2005-
2006 at Supreme Council in Chicago.  The recognition is in the 
category for Valleys with 1,500—2,500 members.  A plaque for the 
award was presented at the October Stated Meeting  October 2nd. 

  At left:  

Robert F. Trefzger 33°   and 
Billy M. Burden, 33° 
2006 Valley of Blooming-
ton recipient honorees of 
the prestigious 33rd Degree 

As of July 2006, 158 members of the Valley have contributed 
$3,152 towards our goal of $5,500 for the 2006 Blue Envelope 
Appeal.  Suggest to all who have not contributed, to do so. 
David Young, 33° 
 
John Barringer reported that  the September Heart Walk 
raised $120. 

     View from the stage, 1921 

Below, 33° Valley of Bloomington Delegates at Supreme Council 2006  in Chicago 

The Fall Reunion, by John Dorner, Membership Chairman 
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One hundred people gathered in the lower 
level of the Bloomington Masonic Temple 
during the afternoon of August 12 to help 
recognize the 2006 Scottish Rite and Ameri-
can Passion Play scholarship recipients.   
This year over $75,000 of scholarships were 
awarded. 

On hand was Steve Stockton, current 
mayor of the City of Bloomington, Illinois, 
to address the group and to assist in 
awarding certificates to the scholarship 
winners.   This year sixty-four scholarships 
were awarded through the Valley of 
Bloomington, and many of the scholarship 
winners were able to attend the reception 
with their families.  Each received recogni-
tion at the podium, and was individually 
greeted by the mayor.     

The event was called to order by Bob Tre-
fzger, chairman of the Valley’s Family Life 
Program, who welcomed the group and led 
everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Ron Blue, 33o, Commander-in-Chief of the 
Valley of Bloomington, explained the  

        Scottish Rite Scholarship Reception Fills Banquet Hall,   By Robert Trefzger, 33° 

various categories of scholarships that are 
eligible to be awarded at the reception, 
including: Illinois Masonic Healthcare 
Scholarships, Abbott Scholarships for 
youth with Masonic affiliation,  Louis L. 
Williams scholarships for Illinois 
Wesleyan students, Grand Lodge scholar-
ships for students having a Masonic rela-
tive, Perkins scholarships for students 
with a Scottish Rite relative, Kresin general 
academic scholarships, and Wilson gradu-
ate scholarships in children’s medicine.  
Also awarded is a scholarship sponsored 
by the American Passion Play for students 
having affiliation with the play or the Val-
ley of Bloomington, AASR. 

After delivering the background about the 
scholarships, Ron introduced Mayor 
Stockton and Jim Grimm, 33o, chairman of 
the Valley’s Scholarship Committee, who 
handled the awarding of certificates.   Af-
terwards, Jim made special note of the 
dedication and hard work provided by 
Nellie Nall, administrative assistant for the 
Valley of Bloomington – thanking her for  

shouldering the myriad administrative 
details relating to the notification and 
communication with all scholarship win-
ners.  Jennifer Moss, a recent Eureka Col-
lege graduate who had benefited from 
Masonic scholarships in her years of 
school, also addressed the group, and told 
of the help that these scholarships had 
provided to her, and encouraged all the 
2006 student scholarship winners in their 
future academic endeavors.  

The event included wonderful refresh-
ments served by members of Blooming-
ton-Normal Assembly #7 of the Order of 
Rainbow for Girls, supervised by Mother 
Advisor Marilyn Gaddy.   

To obtain more information about scholar-
ships awarded through the Valley of 
Bloomington, visit 
www.aasrbloomington.org/charity.htm 
on the web, or write to: 

Scholarship Committee, Valley of Bloom-
ington, AASR,  P. O. Box 3695, Blooming-
ton, IL 61702 

Mayor Stockton presents a scholarship certificate to Stephanie Wargo  Jim Grimm, 33o Scholarship Committee Chair, congratulates Brandon Gibs  
Below, 2006 Scholarship winners in attendance  
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2006 Fall Reunion Meal Reservation Form 
 Friday – November 17 6:00 P.M.      _____  Tickets  $7.50 
     Ravioli with sliced garlic bread 
     White or Chocolate sheet cake        Coffee/Iced Tea/Milk     

 Saturday – November 18   7:00 A.M.    Donuts and Drinks Available 

  Lunch 12:05 P.M.                             _____  Tickets  $7.00 
     Turkey, Ham, Beef sandwiches     Assorted Cookies 
     Assorted Potato Chips                    Coffee/Iced Tea/Milk  
 

  Banquet For MEMBERS, LADIES AND GUESTS  
     Each Entree includes Tossed Salad, Assorted Dressings,  
      Rolls & Butter,  Coffee/Iced Tea/Milk 
 

     Chicken Cordon Bleu on Wild Rice        ____    Tickets  $17.50 
     Green Beans & Carrots 
            OR 
     Bacon Wrapped Filet with                      _____ Tickets  $20.00 
     Sweet or Baked Potato ,  Green Beans & Yellow Corn  

 Name _____________________________________    

 Total Enclosed ______________    ___        

ADVANCE RESERVATIONS ARE A MUST BY NOV. 9, 2006 to notify Caterer  
Make checks payable to: BLOOMINGTON CONSISTORY.   
Tickets available for pickup at the Reservation Table or enclose a self-
addressed stamped envelope with your check. 

RESERVATIONS WILL BE BILLED TO YOU IF NOT PICKED UP 

2006 Fall Reunion Schedule 
Friday, November 17, 2006 
   6:00  Dinner 
   7:00  4th Degree (Master Traveler) 
   8:00  14th Degree (Grand Elect Mason) 
 
Saturday, November 18, 2006 
   8:30  16th Degree (Princes of Jerusalem) 
   9:45  18th Degree (Knight of Rose Croix) 
 11:15  22nd Degree 
 12:05  Lunch 
   1:30  31st Degree (Knight Aspirant) 
   2:15  32nd Degree (Sublime Prince of the  
            Royal Secret) 
   3:30  Shrine Ceremonial 
   4:30  Tour of Performing Arts Center 
   5:30  Banquet 


