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Feast of the Paschal Lamb 
Sunday  March 25 2007 — 2:00 p.m. 

Bloomington Masonic Temple 

Mt. Calvary Chapter of Rose Croix 

Invites the members, families and friends of the Masonic Fraternity to attend 
the Annual Memorial Observance of the Feast of the Paschal Lamb and the 
Relighting of the Lights. 
The Spring Season is an appropriate time for Masons to gather together and 
pause to reaffirm their belief in the immortality of the soul. The Feast of the 
Paschal Lamb is neither the Feast of the Passover nor the institution of the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion although it commemorates both. Rather, this 
beautiful and symbolic service is in memory of those of our Brothers who have 
gone to their eternal reward during the past year. A special invitation; there-
fore, is extended to the families of our departed Brethren. 

Participating with the Officers of the Chapter of Rose Croix in this service are 
DeMolay Commandery No. 24, Knights Templar and the Fourth Degree, 
Bloomington Assembly, Knights of Columbus. 
Please plan to join us during this season of renewal and rebirth as we celebrate 
the divine gifts of life and Brotherly Love. 

Sincerely, 

Charles Ross — Most Wise Master 



 As we start to 
wind down the 
Masonic year, it 
becomes that 
time of the year 
when we start to 
look for the new 
leaders of our 
organization.  

We have recently appointed sev-
eral new officers in the Lodge of 
Perfection line. These officers 
have already brought new energy 
to that line and I hope the other 
lines that have openings can find 
men as willing to work as these 
men have been.  If you have ever 
thought about becoming an offi-
cer or being part of the working 
committees of the Scottish Rite, 
please contact one of the presid-
ing officers or contact the office 
and let Nellie know of your inter-
est. We can only grow as an or-
ganization if we have strong and 
competent leaders. 

 

The Trustees of the Valley of 
Bloomington voted to have a spe-
cial one day reunion on February 
24, 2007. This was in response to 
several members who told us they 
had candidates, but they could 
not make the regular reunion in 
May. We obtained permission 
from the Deputy for Illinois, Lee 
Lockwood, for the one day mid-
year reunion to take place.  We 
already have several petitions for 
this reunion and hopefully, if you 
know of any men who have prob-
lems with a two day reunion, this 
special day will be perfect for 
them also.  Contact any Mason 
who is not currently a member 

and let them know of this oppor-
tunity. 

 

In my travels around the state 
with several Masonic organiza-
tions, I am always pleased to re-
new friendships and make new 
friends. This has always been one 
of the great benefits of this organi-
zation.  This is beginning the sea-
son of Spring Reunions for each 
Valley in the state and this would 
be a great opportunity to meet 
other Scottish Rite Masons. It is 
also a great time to get our pass-
ports stamped for those degrees 
we have not yet seen. Danville is 
presenting the new 26th Degree 
and it will be a treat to see it. 

 

Our spring reunion will be on 
May 18-19 and we plan on this 
day being special to new Scottish 
Rite members, but if you missed 
the fall reunion and our return to 
the former Scottish Rite Temple, 
mark you calendars and plan on 
coming back and enjoying what 
the new Center for the Perform-
ing Arts allows us to do with our 
degrees. Lastly, I want to encour-
age you to plan on attending a 
performance of the American Pas-
sion Play this spring.  It also is 
returning to the Center for the 
Performing Arts and if you want 
more information call:  
Phone- (309) 829-3903 or  
Toll Free-  (800) 354-9640  
 In Friendship and  
 Brotherly Love, 

  Ron K. Blue, 33° 
  Commander-in-Chief 
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Commander-in-Chief Corner — 
Retired Thoughts 
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(309) 828-6077  

 

 

 

 

Commander-in-Chief 
Ronald K. Blue, 33° 

Thrice Potent Master 
Jay A. Keeran 

Sovereign Prince 
Michael J. Bergelin 
Most Wise Master 
Charles H. Ross, Jr 

Executive Secretary 
David Young, 33° 

Treasurer 
Earnest Vittitoe, MSA 

Board of Trustees 
Barry D. Weer, 33° 1st Lt. Commander 
Billy M. Burden,33° 2nd Lt. Commander 
K. Randall Wilson    Deputy Master 
John R. Barringer    High Priest 
Dale F. Arbour    Sr. Warden 
Steven L. Barr  Trustee 
Barry G. Carney  Trustee 
Jim L. Grimm, 33° Trustee 
 

Committees 

Audit  Ron Guthoff 
Membership  John Dorner 
Finance  Barry Weer, 33° 
History  Dale Arbour 
Insurance Joe Jackson 
Legal  Russell DePew 
Permanent Fund Ron Blue, 33° 
Planning  Bill Burden, 33° 
Properties Walden Crouch, 33° 
SRRA  John Hulett, MSA 
Charity  Greg Clark, 33° 
Community Concerns 
  Norman Meade, 33° 
  Bill Tanner 
Family Life Robert Trefzger 33° 
Scholarships Jim L. Grimm, 33° 
Webmaster John Dorner 
Learning Center Janet Blue 
Newsletter Dale Arbour 

The Cathedral News is printed bi-monthly for 
the purpose of informing the members about 
events in the Valley. 
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Plan now to attend the Valley of Bloomington 
Scottish Rite One Day Mid-Year Special Reunion 
that will be held at the Bloomington Masonic 
Temple February 24, 2007.     

 

A detailed schedule of event follows: 

 

Saturday, February 24, 2007 

   8:00     4th Degree (Master Traveler) 

   8:50    14th Degree (Grand Elect Mason) 

 10:15   16th Degree (Princes of Jerusalem) 

 11:30   18th Degree (Knight of Rose Croix) 

 12:30   Lunch -  Voluntary Donation 

   1:30    31st Degree (Knight Aspirant) 

   2:20    32nd Degree (Sublime Prince of the 
    Royal Secret) 

 

Please plan on attending these festivities that will 
offer fellowship and the excellent degrees our 
Valley always produces every reunion.  Come 
support our Valley of Bloomington and help us 
grow throughout the coming years.  

    One Day Mid-Year  
    Reunion Schedule 

Conforming to Article 1, Section 1 of the Bylaws 
of the Coordinate Bodies, Ancient Accepted Scot-
tish Rite of Freemasonry, Valley of Bloomington, 
notice is hereby given that the Annual Meeting 
will be held in the Dining Room of the Blooming-
ton Masonic Temple, 302 E. Jefferson Street, 
Bloomington, at 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, May 1, 2007. 

Pursuant to Article III, Bloomington Lodge of 
Perfection, 14°, Zerubbabel Council, Princes of 
Jerusalem, 16°, Mt. Calvary Chapter Rose Croix, 
18°, and Bloomington Consistory, 32°, will con-
duct election of officers and appointments will be 
made. 

The Annual Reports of the offices will be made 
along with other business which may properly be 
considered and acted upon at the meeting. All 
members in good standing of the Scottish Rite, 
Valley of Bloomington are entitled to attend and 
vote on matters before the bodies. 

 

Jay A. Keeran 
Thrice Potent Master 
Bloomington Lodge 

  of Perfection 

Michael J. Bergelin 
Sovereign Prince 

Zerubbabel Council, 
Princes of Jerusalem 

Charles H. Ross, Jr 
Most Wise Master 

Mt. Calvary Chapter, 
Rose Croix 

Ronald K. Blue, 33° 
Commander-in-Chief 

Bloomington Consistory 

 

Attest: 
David Young, 33° 
Executive Secretary 

Annual Meeting and Election 
of Officers 

The Zerubbabel Council Line is sponsoring a 
dinner for current line members, Past Sovereign 
Princes, their ladies and invited guests.  The din-
ner will be held at the Swingers Grille located at  
1304 Cross Creek Road in southeast Blooming-
ton near White Oak Park.    

The date is March 9th.  Happy hour will be at 
5:30 p.m. and dinner will begin at 6:00 p.m.     

Please mark your calendars for this event.   

Zerubbabel Council  
Line Officer Dinner 
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The American Passion Play 

The American Passion Play takes you on a spiritual 
journey to Palestine, 30 A.D..  The play follows the 
ministry of Jesus Christ from the Sermon on the 
Mount to His Resurrection and Ascension. 

 
The play is historically and biblically accurate, and is 
the oldest continuously performed Passion Play in the 
United States.   The scenes are true interpretations of 
places that actually exist in God’s Holy Land.  The 
text is taken from the King James Version of the Bible.  
The performers, most of whom are Scottish Rite mem-
bers, are devoted to bringing this magnificent scrip-
ture to life. 
 

This is the first year that the play takes place at the 
newly refurbished Bloomington Center for the Per-
forming Arts (BCPA).    This historical setting was 
originally the Scottish Rite Temple that was built 
more than 80 years ago as part of the wide-spanning 
vision of Delmar D. Darrah, author and founder of the 
American Passion Play.  For more than eight decades, 
it was used exclusively to house the play during each 
Easter season. 
  

This beautiful structure recently completed a meticu-
lous, $14 mullion renovation.  Another 100 thousand 
dollars helped restore fresh life to scenery and new 
backdrops.  Visitors can now experience the play 
while enjoying the new, modern comfort and the revi-
talized atmosphere of this unique, historic setting. 

     2007 Performance Dates 
   All performances begin at 2:00 P.M. 

Saturday,  March 3 

Saturday,  March 10 

Saturday,  March 17 

Sunday,  March 18 

Saturday,  March 24 

Saturday,  March 31 

Sunday,  April 1 

Saturday,  April 14 

We are in need of your help to continue telling this won-
derful story.   There are opportunities to help with stage, 
door staff or being a part of the cast during some or all of 
this season’s eight performances.  

The shows begin at 2:00 P.M. each day and end about 
5:30 P.M.  If you are interested in being a part of the Pas-
sion Play family, or have questions as to the commitment 
needed, please call the office and speak with Wally or 
Tena at (309) 829-3903 or 800-354-9640.    
 
The Passion Play cast and crew invite you to attend and 
experience their 84th season this spring of 2007.   All 
seats are $20.   A buffet lunch is available by reservation.    
To order tickets for the play or the buffet call: 
 309-829-3903 or 800-354-9640. 

As we enter into early Spring, our calendars are full 
with family and Masonic obligations, but there is 
always an "open date" for a Valley Fundraiser.  
Right?  The Valley of Bloomington, Scottish Rite has 
agreed to "man" a food and beverage booth at U.S. 
Cellular Coliseum within the next couple of months.  
We need volunteers from all bodies and any other 
members who would like to participate, as 8-9 mem-
bers are needed.  There are a few requirements, such 
as training, attire and age, which will be explained as 
we get closer to the event.  Late March to early April 
are the dates in which the Valley leadership has 
agreed to participate, when the Prairie Thunder hosts 
a home Ice Hockey game.   

If members' wives and/or friends would like to  

"Valley Fundraiser planned for Early Spring" 

participate, they are more than welcome in the future, as 
well.   Once we have fulfilled our obligation to U.S. Cellu-
lar Coliseum at the event, we will then ask all volunteers 
and Valley leadership to determine if this endeavor will be 
sought out again in the future!  If you are interested, 
please contact Jay Keeran via phone or email.  Please con-
sider helping the Valley of Bloomington with this signifi-
cant project! 

Tentative date is March 24th, 7:05 PM (game time).   Vol-
unteers will need to arrive 1 hour prior to game time. 

(This is not a final date, a date will be confirmed within 
the next few weeks, along with specific rules/training/
attire needed)   

Jay’s Phone (309-664-0427) or (jay.keeran@insightbb.com) 
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February 2007 17 Blm. Chapter 50 Eastern Star Ham & Bean Supper 

24    One Day Mid-Year Reunion, Bloomington Masonic  
        Temple 
 

March 2007 3      IL Scottish Rite Conference, Champaign 

6      Stated Meeting — Rose Croix Chapter Presides 

9  Sovereign Prince Dinner, Swingers Grille 

25     Feast of the Paschal Lamb — Bloomington   
          Masonic Temple 
 

April 2007 3      Stated Meeting — Consistory Presides 
             
                 

May 2007 1 Annual Meeting — All Bodies Preside 

18-19   Spring Reunion 
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Upcoming Events 

The Nominating Committee for the 32° 
Masons Valley of Bloomington is asking 
for your help in finding the right Brothers 
to be officers in the Valley. The qualifica-
tions to be an officer are as follows: 

• Membership in the Valley 

• Willingness to be a leader 

• Works well with others as a team 
player 

• Able to take direction 

• Looking for new challenges 

• Innovative 

 If you or someone you know is willing to 
help and keep our Valley alive and thriv-
ing, please call 309-828-6077.    A question-
naire will be sent out to you.  

If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to call. 

Looking For Good Men 600 Club 

The 600 Club is an opportunity for you to have a  fully-paid life 
membership and provide the Valley with a stable source of 
income. 

The 600 Club is permanent.  The principal is never to be used.  
A portion of the interest pays the dues of fully-qualified 600 
Club members. 

The 600 Club is open to all. 

The 600 Club is a perpetual investment that promises to 32° 
Scottish Rite Masons that the Valley of Bloomington will not 
falter. 

To join the 600 Club you must be a member of the Valley of 
Bloomington.  Second, you must contribute to the Permanent 
Fund of the Valley. 

Once you have contributed $600 to the PERMANENT FUND 
you are a fully-qualified member of the 600 Club. 

Contact the Valley Secretary for more information. 

Deaths 
These brothers have traveled to the home of 
the Supreme Architect of the Universe, that 
house not made with hands eternal in the 
heavens. Our sympathies go to their families 
and friends. 

 

Frank Berkler, Jr., Mahomet, IL      09-20-04 

Ronda J. James, Arrowsmith, IL       06-23-05 

Elmer R. Peterson, Morris, IL             11-03-05 

George T. Clark, Knoxville, IL            04-04-06 

Charles J. Kumler, LeRoy, IL          12-14-06 

William C. Roseboom, Canton, IL      12/21/06 

Robert E. Smith, Carlock, IL      12/24/06 

G. Alan Hickrod, Normal, IL      12-28-06 

Charles W. Strait, Brookville, FL      01-01-07 

William J. Nance, Bloomington, IL       01-02-07  

Robert W. Jones, Pontiac, IL      01-11-07 

L. Everett Dillingham, Roseville, CA      01-11-07 

Lawrence R. Guard, El Paso, IL      01-16-07 

William W. Finkbiner, New Elm, MN    01-19-07 

C. Eugene Gillespie, Bellflower, IL      01-27-07 

William B. Lawrence, Bloomington, IL  02-04-07 
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The mid-year 
reunion is just 
around the cor-
ner.  I am hop-
ing that we are 
all asking ma-
sons in our blue 
lodges to join us 
for a unique 
reunion experi-
ence on Febru-

ary 24th.  There are already several 
men confirmed to join the Rite on 
that date, but I know that we can do 
better.  

 This is an opportunity for men who 
can not commit to the whole week-
end for a reunion to join us.  There 
will likely never be an opportunity 
for joining in less than a one day ex-
perience anytime soon.  If you know 
someone who has been unable to join 
when asked because of the need for a 
two day commitment, now is the 
time to act.  

 Membership in our Rite and in our 
Blue Lodges in general is critical to 
the continued success, and even exis-
tence, of our Fraternity.  We need to 
seriously consider what we are do-

ing, individually, to make the situa-
tion better.  The only way we can 
survive is for men to join our lodges 
and then to consider the Rite.  So 
how do we do that?  

 The most important thing we can do 
is be proud of our member-
ship.  When I present candidates 
with their first lapel pins in the 
lodge when they are raised, I always 
leave them with the instruction to 
wear the pin proudly that the world 
may know of their member-
ship.  And that they might have the 
opportunity to help a man join, as 
someone helped them to join.  We 
need to be sure that everyone we 
come into contact with knows that 
we are masons.  And that every ma-
son knows that we are Scottish Rite 
Masons.  

 Far too often, I think, we don't talk 
about what we do, and how much 
we enjoy our membership.  Even if 
people know we are members, how 
excited are they to join when we 
don't talk about the experience as a 
positive thing?  We need to show the 
people we are excited to be part of 
this Fraternity by talking about it.  

 If someone is not a member of a 
lodge, consider talking with them 
about membership.  Even if they 
have said no before, consider it 
again.  Introduce them to other 
members of the lodge, sometimes 
without even telling them they are 
masons, and when they realize they 
are friends with more masons, they 
might reconsider.  If you can't get 
them to ask, consider asking 
them.  With the change by the 
Grand Lodge that allows you to ask, 
we need to consider coming right 
out and asking.  Want to take a 
softer approach, use the invitation to 
petition program.  

 If the man is already a brother, in-
troduce him to other 32nd degree 
masons.  Use a similar technique of 
getting him to notice that there is 
something of value.  Get excited 
about your involvement. 

 None of this is complicated, and 
should be something we do without 
thinking.  But, consider taking a 
more aggressive position and ask a 
man to consider.  Not only will it be 
a good experience for him, but it 
will be a good experience for you.  

 Membership & the Mid-Year Reunion - John Dorner, Membership Chairman 

 

The Zerrubabel Council, Princes of 
Jerusalem, in conjunction with Nor-
mal Lodge #673 and the American 
Red Cross  held their fifth annual 
blood drive on Saturday, January 
20, from 8 am to noon at Normal 
Lodge.   There were 16 volunteers 
and 12 were able to donate blood.  
Mike Bergelin, Sovereign Prince and 
Jerald Starks in the Council line and 
Normal Lodge member, spear-
headed the event.  Assisting them 
with the blood drive were Jeff Fox 
and John Dorner. 

Left to Right in photo:  Jerald Starks, 
Winford McElroy, 33° and Michael 
Bergelin. 

Valley of Bloomington Blood 
Drive a Success 
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Illinois Scottish Rite Conference IV — March 3, 2007 

Adam Young and Jay Keeran ringing  
bells for the Salvation Army in 
December.  Over $125 was collected 
by the Scottish Rite volunteers. 

For this seminar, Brother Donald R. 
Carruthers, 32nd degree will help us 
improve the presentation of degrees.  
Brother Carruthers has extensive 
training in theatre and the arts and 
worked for thirty years a a director 
for CBS, Channel 2 in Chicago.  He is 
an Emmy Award Winning Director! 

To help us learn, each Valley will 
bring a cast from one scene from one 
degree that has given them problems 
in satisfactorily producing.   No 
wardrobe or scene material is re-
quired.   Brother Don and the other 
attendees will work with the cast to 
resolve the issues. 

How do actors “get into character”?  
What is the thought process that ac-
tors use to become the character in 
the script?  When you watch profes-
sional actors, what makes them good 
or bad in their roles?  What do we 
need to do to project ourselves into 
the roles we play on stage?  Those 
and other questions are part of this 
seminar. 

Location of the Seminar: 

Western Star Lodge # 240 
14 Bel-Aire Court 
Champaign, IL  61820 

AGENDA: 

08:00-09:00 am-Registration, coffee 
and rolls 

09:05-12:00 noon—Seminar 

12:00-12:45 pm—Lunch 

12:45-02:45 pm—Continue Seminar 

02:45-03:00 pm—Wrap-Up by Illus-
trious Lee B. Lockwood, 33° 

Registration: 
Register for this conference with 
your Valley office immediately.  All 
line officers are expected to attend 
this seminar. 

Dress is casual, no caps or jewels. 
This is going to be a fun session.  We 
have the talent to put on great 
degrees, now we have access to 
some great talent to bring it all out. 

The Illinois Council of Deliberation  
has been working to provide leader-
ship training and workshops to im-
prove the effectiveness of our work.  
One of the action items in the Coun-
cil’s strategic plan is “improving the 
presentation of degrees.”   While 
many of the degrees that we present 
are done well and “professionally”, 
all Valleys also have degrees that 
can stand some improvement.   By 
going through the process of im-
provement, we all learn how to bet-
ter present other degrees.   We also 
learn how to respond to those situa-
tions when the particular cast mem-
ber doesn’t know what to do to 
make the presentation more dra-
matic and effective. 

Seldom do we have the opportunity 
to discuss these issues with some-
one that has true professional ex-
perience, has been fully trained, has 
extensive experience in the field and 
who can communicate to us how to 
make the necessary adjustments to 
better accomplish our work.  

Greg Clark, 33° presenting Julie Payne, Baby Fold Director of Development 
& Public Relations, with a check for $450.   Another $450 gift was given to 
the Clare House.  The annual charity gifts are given from proceeds of our 
monthly birthday auctions at our stated meetings.  Thanks brethren! 



The IL CHIP Program run by the 
Grand Lodge in conjunction with 
Masonic Lodges and the Scottish 
Rite Valleys is a real benefit to 
parents, the community and law 
enforcement agencies when they 
need to launch a search for a 
missing child.  Running this pro-
gram is excellent exposure for 
Masonry in helping to protect 
children. 
An IL CHIP event on Jan. 25, 
2007, sponsored by the Rainbow 
Girls, local Blue lodges and the 
Scottish Rite, processed 103 chil-
dren at the Discovery Museum.  
Other IL  CHIP programs are be-
ing sponsored by lodges  and 
other Masonic bodies around the 
region.  Please help by making 
your lodges aware of the pro-
gram.   Volunteer to run a pro-
gram in your lodge or commu-
nity.   Scottish Rite brethren need 
to look for time in the near future 
to run the program for our own  
and our neighbors’ children. 
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