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Valley of Bloomington Spring Reunion 

May 18 and 19, 2007 

Bloomington Center for the Performing Arts 

Friday, May 18, 2007 
      5:30     Candidates Report 
      6:30     4th Degree (Master Traveler) 
      7:15    14th Degree (Grand Elect Mason) 
      8:40    15th Degree (Knight of the East or Sword) 
Saturday, May 19, 2007 
      8:30    17th Degree (Knight of the East  and West) 
      9:30    18th Degree (Knight of Rose Croix) 
    11:05    26th Degree (Prince of Mercy) 
                  (Presented by the Valley of Danville) 
 

    11:55     Lunch   (Asking $5 donation) 

      1:15    23rd Degree (Chief of the Tabernacle) 
      3:00    31st Degree (Knight Aspirant) 
      3:45    32nd Degree (Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret) 
 
Please plan on attending our spring reunion festivities that will offer 
fellowship and the excellent degrees our Valley produces every reun-
ion.  Come out and support your Valley of Bloomington Scottish Rite 
and help us grow throughout the coming years.  

See you at the Reunion. 
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The Cathedral News is printed bi-monthly 
for the purpose of informing the members 
about events in the Valley. 

Commander-in-Chief —  Thanks for Everything 

As this is the last 
column I will write as 
your Commander-in-
Chief, I would like to 
reflect on this past 
two years. When I 
began my term I was 
excited about the 
direction our Valley 
was headed. We had 

completed our move to Bloomington 
Lodge and were in the process of making 
that building our new home. Since then 
we have purchased new chairs for the 
heads of the coordinate bodies and the 
Secretary. Mike Fowler and members of 
Bloomington Lodge #43 completed the 
renovations in the dining room to com-
plete the meeting room. The Scholarship 
Program is in great shape under the di-
rection of Jim Grimm, 33°. Because of the 
work the Scholarship Committee does, 
our Valley is one of the tops in the state 
for awarding scholarships to deserving 
college students. 

The Valley has spent money fixing up our 
camp at Lake Bloomington by remodeling 
the building and is now in the process of 
replacing the swimming pool. This is pos-
sible because of a grant from the Grand 
Lodge to help in supporting the summer 
activities of the Children’s Homes at La-
Grange and Murphysboro. Thanks also to 
a gift from Viggo Frost, we have new play-
ground equipment at the camp. And of 
course, a great deal of thanks goes to the 
Hulett’s for all the work that both John 
and Doris do to keep the camp in great 
shape. 

Over the past two years, Bill Burden, 33° 
has been the driving force in shaping the 
programs of the Valley and has provided 
every member with an opportunity to 
participate in the many events we have to 
offer. With the help of his committee we 
have one of the most active Valley’s in the 
state. 

When I started my term we held our first 
reunion in over 75 years in the Blooming-
ton Lodge Temple as the Center for the 
Performing Arts was being renovated. 
Our Director of Work George Perkins, our 
great stage crew, and the wardrobe area 
planned and executed the difficult task of 
putting on two reunions without the 
benefit of all the equipment we have in 
the former Consistory Building. Then our 
first reunion back in our former home 
was a wonderful event. Planned by Greg 
Clark, 33° and his reunion committee this 
event was outstanding and the DVD pre-
pared by Dale Arbour is a great memento 

of that occasion. 

Our newsletter continues to win awards 
from the Supreme Council and we need to 
thank Dale Arbour for all the hard work he 
does. 

I do want to take this opportunity to thank 
the other heads of the coordinate bodies 
for all the work they do in helping make 
the Valley run as a team. The following 
men spent their time and energies in lead-
ing their lines in providing members of the 
Valley with opportunities to participate: 
Steve Barr and Jay Keeran as Thrice Potent 
Masters, Richard Miller, Jr and Mike Ber-
gelin as Sovereign Princes, Bill Tanner and 
Charles Ross, Jr  as Most Wise Masters. 
These and the rest of the Board of Trustees 
spend many hours in the administration of 
the Valley and deserve your thanks for all 
they do. 

Over the past year the Valley has been par-
ticipating in the Grand Lodge IL-Chips 
Program. This effort, led by Bill Tanner is 
helping to make children safer here in Illi-
nois. Bill has done such a great job on this 
program that he was named the Eastern 
Area Coordinator for this program. Con-
gratulations, Bill on that honor. 

The office staff of Nellie Nall and our Ex-
ecutive Secretary Dave Young, 33° has al-
ways been a great source of help to me 
when I needed it. The Valley would not be 
able to run as efficiently as it does without 
their help. So I give them a great deal of 
thanks for all they have done. 

I know there are many other people I 
should thank, and the list could stretch 
forever, but I do thank everyone who 
helped this past two years in making this a 
very memorable year. 

Lastly, I want to thank my wife, Janet for 
all of her support. She works hard to keep 
the Learning Center that is supported by 
our Valley well supplied and also works 
with the ISU personnel in providing what-
ever is needed for the center. No one can 
advance far in Masonry without the sup-
port of their family and Janet has always 
been there when she was needed. Thank 
you Janet. 

I end my term on a high note.  I am still 
excited about the direction we are heading 
as a Valley and hope that as Barry Weer, 
33° assumes the office you will all support 
him as well as you have supported me. 

  In Friendship and 
  Brotherly Love, 
  Ron Blue, 33° 
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MY SEARCH FOR LIGHT IN THE SCOTTISH RITE 

I became a master mason in Peotone Lodge # 636 in 1987.  After being raised in the 
blue lodge, I continued to search for more light by joining the Valley of Danville in 
1988.  Back then the reunion was a two-weekend reunion.  I attended the reunion on 
March 19, 25 and 26, 1988.  I returned to the Valley for every reunion and even par-
ticipated in the 15, 16 and 32 degrees on March 27, 1993.   Then the 32nd degree was 
what the 31st and 32nd degrees are today.  So in today’s terms it would have been the 
31st degree that I was in.   

I injured my back and only attended a couple more reunions for a degree or two, 
never helping in another degree.   I stopped attending the Valley, because it was too 
painful to sit through the degrees.   I also stopped attending blue lodge.   I had gone 
through the chairs, serving as Master in 1993 and was treasurer in 1994.   The year I 
was master, Peotone Lodge received the Grand Master’s Award of Excellence.   

Although my back still hurts even today, after about five years my back healed 
enough so that I can say I felt good enough to be active.   But I had been away from 
Masonry for so long I forgot how much fun it is to be associated with so many fine 
brothers.   Then a friend of mine, whom I had worked with for 35 years, joined 
Kankakee Lodge # 389 by going to a Grand Master festival in Chicago.   My friend 
also wanted to be a 32nd degree Scottish Rite Mason and a shriner.   His top line 
signer for Kankakee Lodge was not a 32nd degree Scottish Rite Mason nor a shriner, 
so I was asked to help.   I got a petition for the Valley of Danville for my friend and 
went to the Grand Master’s festival with my friends.   The festival was on September 
10, 2005.  That was all that it took to spark my interest in Masonry again. 

I then embarked on a journey in search of Masonic light.  I started attending Blue 
lodge again.   At Peotone’s last annual meeting, I was elected as master of the Lodge 
and installed on September 28, 2006.   I have one goal for myself, to have fun as the 
Master while doing a good job for the lodge.   I have two goals for my lodge.   Have 
fun and achieve the Grand Master’s Award of Excellence.   I believe we are going to 
achieve all my goals with room to spare.  

My search for Masonic light did not stop with the blue lodge.   I also embarked on a 
yearlong journey in search of Scottish Rite light.   I attended the Valley of Danville on 
September 24, 2005 to see the old 30th degree conferred for the last time.   Afterwards, 
I attended a total of nine Valleys in Illinois and Indiana in a quest to see all 29 Scot-
tish Rite degrees in one year.   I reached my goal at the Valley of Springfield on Octo-
ber 15,  2006 seeing all 29 Scottish Rite degrees in one year.   I have received my cer-
tificate from the Supreme Council attesting to my achievement.   My wife has en-
joyed my journey to witness all 29 degrees as much as I have.    She has gone with me 
many times to spend the weekend in the different cities.    

One thing that I will always remember is how the brethren at the other Valleys treated me.   I 
have always felt like I was someone really special.   The Valleys of South Bend, Evansville, 
Indianapolis, Terre Haute, Moline, Springfield, Bloomington and the rest all made me feel 
very welcome.   I was introduced at their lunches and some of the officers always made a 
point of making me feel welcome.   What I received was much more than witnessing the 29 
Scottish Rite degrees.   I found many new brothers by attending the reunions.   If you have not 
been to a Valley’s reunion in a few years, I whole heartily invite you to attend.   I am so glad 
that I returned to the reunion.   I am sure you will find that you have been missing a good time 
learning the lessons of the Scottish Rite degrees along with the fellowship of old friends and 
meeting new friends, or should I correct myself, not friends but brothers. 

 

Fraternally, 

Glen Creek, 32nd Degree, Valley of Danville 

Master, Peotone Lodge # 636 

Bill Tanner, Ted Fowler & Allan Leight 

     James Wall  &  Norm Meade 

 Robin Carr, Bob Wright & Billy Burden 

Andy Bender, Jerry Starks & Paul Dillo 
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 2007 

May 1 

May 18-19 

Annual Meeting — All Bodies Preside; 7:00 pm 

Spring Reunion at Bloomington Center for the Performing 
Arts 

June 5 

June 30 

Stated Meeting; 7:00 pm 

Masonic Community Days Open House at Temple 

July  
 

August 7 

Trustees Meeting; 6:00 pm  - Stated Dark 

 
Trustees Meeting; 6:00 pm  - Stated Dark 

Sept. 4 

 

Stated Meeting; 7:00 pm 

The following men have traveled to the 
home of the Supreme Architect of the 
Universe, that house not made with 
hands eternal in the heavens.  
Our sympathies go to their families and 
friends. 
 
John D. Miller, Olney, IL 
     October 1, 2006 
Michael S. Emmerson, Bloomington, IL 
     February 20, 2007 
Charles W. Studt,  Ashkum, IL 
     February 18, 2007 
Donald R. Steidinger, Bloomington, IL 
     February 24, 2007 
Russell T. Parsons, Wedowee, AL 
     February 27, 2007 
Wallace C. Hope, Billings, MT 
     March 1, 2007 
Jack Hendricks,  Shirley, IL 
     March 28, 2007 
John E. Randolph, Bloomington, IL 
     April 4, 2007 
Homer E. Lobdell,  Colfax, IL 
     April 8, 2007 

Deaths 

Page 4 

Upcoming Events 

   Mon., April 30th, Heyworth Lodge 

 Blue Lodge Workers Club  
   Schedule-7:00 pm Start 

The 600 Club is an opportunity that is open to all.  The 600 Club is a 
perpetual investment that promises to 32° Scottish Rite Masons that 
the Valley of Bloomington will not falter.  To join the 600 Club you 
must be a member of the Valley of Bloomington and contribute to the 
Permanent Fund of the Valley.  Upon  contributing $600 to the Perma-
nent Fund you are a fully-qualified member and your dues are paid 
annually until death. 

600 Club Membership Application 
Name (print): ___________________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________ 
Year joined the Valley:  ____________________ 
Payment Method: 
 □ One time payment of $600 
 □ Two Payments of $300 each 
 □ Three payments of $200 each 
 □ Four payments of $150 each 
 □ Five Payments of $120 each 

Each payment is due on or before December 31 of the dues year.   
 Signed:________________________ 

Brother Richard Miller is receiving radia-
tion treatments in his vocal cords.   Let’s 
keep Dick in our prayers.   You can track 
his progress at 
www.carepages.com/cancercenter 

IL CHIPS PROGRAM 
When:     Tuesday April 28th  
Where:    Laborers Local 362  
                 (Laborers Health Fair) 
Location: Laborers 362 Hall 
                2012 Fox Creek Rd.  
                Bloomington IL. 
Time:       8 am to 12 Noon 
Contact:   Dale Arbour –  309-830-1543     
                 dale.lin@verizon.net 
 We can use help to man the various stations.  
Call Dale to join in the fun. 

Congratulations and Happy Birthday!   Brother William H. 
Ahlenius, Westminster Village resident, recently celebrated his 100th 
birthday on February 23rd.  Brother Ahlenius affiliated with the Val-
ley of Bloomington on October 6, 1987 from the Valley of Chicago. 
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Welcome to our new brothers!  One Day Mid-Year Reunion A Real Success 

         Donny Manning               Pat Evans              Jimmy Wolf        Michael Matherly 

      Thomas Rockwell          Randy Gorsuch             Terry Gaddy      Thomas Bennett 

       William Drobney       Director of Work,  George Perkins         Rainbow Girls assisting with lunch 
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The Feast of the Paschal Lamb, presented by Mt. Calvary Chapter of Rose 
Croix AASR of the Valley of Bloomington, was held March 25, 2007 at  
2:00 p.m. in the Bloomington Masonic Temple.   Alvin E. House, Past 
Most Wise Master, led the ceremony.   The Feast of the Paschal Lamb is 
neither the Feast of the Passover nor the institution of the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion although it commemorates both. Rather, this beautiful 
and symbolic service is in memory of those of our Brothers who have 
gone to their eternal reward during the past year.   

Participating with the Officers of the Mt. Calvary Chapter of Rose Croix 
in the service were DeMolay Commandery No. 24, Knights Templar led 
by Eminent Commander John D. Dorner and the Knights of Columbus 
Fourth Degree, Bloomington Assembly 0213, led by John R. Schraufna-
gel.    John Dorner delivered The Story of the Passover and Lars La-
Bounty, 33°delivered The Story of the Cross.  The Mystic Roll was read 
by John R. Schraufnagel, Faithful Navigator for K.C. and Commander-in- 
Chief Ronald K. Blue, 33° for  AASR. 

Robert T. Trefzger, 33°, Past Most Wise Master, presented the message.  
Organist was Carolyn Brown and vocalist was Russell A. McCulley.   
Wardrobe was handled by Norman L. Meade, 33° and staging was done 
by Theodore Fowler and Bill Tanner.   The Director of the program was 
Kenneth W. Smith, M.S.A., 33°. 

 2007 Memorial Observance of The Feast of the Paschal Lamb 

       Theresa Fortney lighting the candles in the opening 

Setting—Knights Templar, Upper left in back, Knights of Columbus, Upper right in back                   
                           Foreground, Mt. Calvary Chapter of Rose Croix, AASR                                                          

         Alvin E. House 
   Past Most Wise Master    

      Vocalist Russell A. McCulley talking with Paul Clark 
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Brother Donald Anderson, our MSA 
designee for 2007, and I were talking 
back stage at the Passion Play about 
my visit to Arlington Cemetery in 
early April.   He reminded me that 
the Knights Templar Grand Com-
mandery would be laying a wreath at 
the tomb on Easter Weekend.  So 
Linda and I went to the Ceremony on 
a cold Saturday, April 7th, and cap-
tured the event on video and pic-
tures, a few of which I have included 
here.  Don also gave me this article 
on Guarding the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier.  

  

In 2003 as Hurricane Isabelle was 
approaching Washington, DC, our 
US Senate/House took 2 days off 
with anticipation of the storm.   The 
ABC evening news reported that be-
cause of the dangers form the hurri-
cane, the military members assigned 
the duty of guarding the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier were given permis-
sion to suspend the assignment.  
They respectfully declined the offer, 
“No way, Sir!”  Soaked to the skin, 
marching in the pelting rain of a 
tropical storm, they said that guard-
ing the Tomb was not just an assign-
ment, it was the highest honor that 
can be afforded to a serviceperson.  
The tomb has been patrolled continu-
ously, 24/7, since 1930. 

The first six months of duty a guard 
cannot talk to anyone, nor watch TV.   
All off duty time is spent studying 
the 175 notable people laid to rest in 
Arlington National Cemetery.  A 
guard must memorize who they are 
and where they are interred.   Among 
the notables are:  President Taft, Joe 
E. Lewis, the boxer, and Medal of 
Honor winner Audie Murphy, the 
most  decorated soldier of WWII. 

Eternal Rest Grant Them O Lord, and 
Let Perpetual Light Shine Upon 
Them 

 

The guards are a dedicated and disci-
plined elite.  Regarding their physical 
traits, the guards must be between 
5’10” and 6’2” tall and waist size can-
not exceed 30”.   Other requirements 
of the Guard:  They must commit 2 
years of life to guard the tomb, live in 
a barracks under the tomb, and cannot 
drink any alcohol on or off duty for 
the rest of their lives.   They cannot 
swear in public for the rest of their 
lives and cannot disgrace the uniform 
(fighting) or the tomb in any way.  
After two years, the guard is given a 
wreath pin that is worn on their lapel 
signifying they served as guard of the 
tomb.  There are only 400 presently 
worn.  The guard must obey these 
rules for the rest of their lives or they 
give up the wreath pin. 

 

Guards are changed every 30 minutes, 
twenty-four hours a day, 365 days a 
year.  A guard carries the rifle on the 
shoulder away from the tomb.   After 
his march across the path, he executes 
an about face and moves the rifle to 
the outside shoulder.   His gloves are 
moistened to prevent losing his grip 
on the rifle.   The guard takes 21 steps 
during his walk across the tomb of the 
Unknowns.   It alludes to the twenty-
one gun salute, which is the highest 
honor given any military or foreign 
dignitary.   For the same reason, the 
guard hesitates 21 seconds after his 
about face before he begins the return 
walk. 

 

The shoes are specially made with 
very thick soles to keep the heat and 
cold from their feet.  There are metal 
heel plates that extend to the top of the 
shoe in order to make the loud click as 
they come to a halt.   There are no 
wrinkles, folds or lint on the uniform.  
Guards dress for duty in front of a 
full-length mirror.   Every guard 
spends five hours a day getting his 
uniform ready for guard duty. 

Top to Bottom—Guarding Tomb, Knights to 
the Tomb, Laying the wreath and exiting 
the Tomb 

  Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 



Vol. LXIX:5 
April 2007 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
US Postage 

Paid 

Bloomington, IL 
Permit No. 37 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

We’re on the Web 
www.aasrbloomington.org 

Bloomington Consistory  
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite 
PO Box 3695 
Bloomington, IL 61702-3695 

Changing of the Guard, Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, Arlington National Cemetery,     April 7, 2007 


