
Feast of the Paschal Lamb
Sunday March 16, 2008 — 7:00 a.m.  Breakfast following the service

Bloomington Masonic Temple

Cathedral News

Mt. Calvary Chapter of Rose Croix invites the members, families and friends of the Masonic 
Fraternity to attend the Annual Memorial Observance of the Feast of the Paschal Lamb and the 
Relighting of the Lights.

The Spring Season is an appropriate time for Masons to gather together and pause to reaffirm their 
belief in the immortality of the soul. The Feast of the Paschal Lamb is neither the Feast of the Pass-
over nor the institution of the Sacrament of Holy Communion although it commemorates both.  
Rather, this beautiful and symbolic service is in memory of those of our Brothers who have gone to 
their eternal reward during the past year.   A special invitation; therefore, is extended to the families 
of our departed Brethren.

 Participating with the Officers of the Chapter of Rose Croix in this service are:

 DeMolay Commandery No. 24, Knights Templar and the Fourth Degree,

 Bloomington Assembly, Knights of Columbus.

Please plan to join us during this season of renewal and rebirth as we celebrate the divine gifts of life 
and Brotherly Love.

Sincerely,

Dale F. Arbour — Most Wise Master
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                                           Spring is  
                                                just       
                                 around the  
                                            corner!  

                                             

Your reaction to such a statement  
may be  “You must be confused;” 
as you glance at the snow cover 
or read the outside temperature 
on the thermometer.  Or perhaps 
your thinking, “Of course, that is 
obvious, looking at the calendar.” 

But my reason for mentioning 
spring is the result of hearing the 
reports during the Scottish Rite 
Stated Meeting this last Tuesday 
evening.  Activity is already well 
underway to ensure adequate 
planning and preparation occurs 
for this year’s Spring Reunion, 
Friday and Saturday May 2nd and 
3rd.     

I am always amazed by the dedi-
cation and devotion of the many 
members who pull together twice 
a year to produce the pageantry 
and drama that encapsulates the 
lessons of the Rite.  And I am not 
only speaking of those who per-
form on stage.  Every member of 
the supporting crews backstage, 
in the lighting booth, wardrobe, 
handling properties and curtains 
is essential to bring our ritual to 
life.

But there are literally dozens 
more involved to ensure the week-
end is an outstanding success. 
Extending a warm greeting, as-
sisting in the dining room, provid-
ing music and working with the 
Candidates to make sure they are 
introduced to the many ways they 
can participate in and gain value 
from their membership in 

the Scottish Rite Valley of Bloom-
ington.

Probably was a bit out-of-order, 
to list the Candidates last when 
talking about a Reunion.  As you 
know, the reality is that they are 
the primary reason for the fes-
tivities and all of our preparation 
activities.  

We really should be thinking 
about the candidates first.  

Now is the Time for each of us to 
be talking with our Blue Lodge 
Brethren who have yet to take 
the step into the fellowship of the 
Scottish Rite.  I have heard the 
Rite described as the University of 
Freemasonry.  It is a valid anal-
ogy for the rich fabric of degrees 
that amplifies or illuminates the 
lessons of the craft.  A further 
education adding to the depth and 
breadth of our understanding of 
how we can become worthy Ma-
sons not only in heart, but in the 
way we conduct ourselves daily in 
this journey of life.  

I hope you too realize: Spring is 
just around the corner!  

It is time for you to assist in the 
preparation for this spring’s 
Reunion.  It is the season for new 
beginnings.  Plant the seed and 
contact that Brother, whether 
newly raised or a longer-term 
member of your Lodge, who 
should be invited, or rather, urged 
to take that next step and join you 
in the Scottish Rite.  

I look forward to seeing you both 
in May!

Fraternally,

Barry D. Weer, 33°
Commander-in-Chief



Front Row L-R: Ill. Benny L. Grisham, 33°, Barry S. Tolchin, Alan D. Metzke, Harvey L. Hale, Jeffrey S. Ready 
2nd Row L-R:  CIC Barry D. Weer, 33°, A.L. Harris, Richard L. Burton, Justin S. Brewster, Michael L. Kirkton 
3rd Row L-R:  Ill. John T. Phillips, 33°, David A. Feese, Thomas E. Bays, Robert A. O’Hara

Charity Volunteer Project
The Scottish Rite concession stand at the Coliseum Arena was active the last two weeks 
of January.  We had a great showing with 16 workers taking turns volunteering on four 
man shifts on four different days.

This project has raised hundreds of dollars for the Consistory.  We are planning on doing 
at least one event a month this spring.  All members are encouraged to participate and 
enjoy the fellowship and fun of this worthwhile money raising event.  If interested in 
working, contact Theron Noth at 309-473-3222.

Spring Reunion Is Coming
Bill Aylesworth, organist from Chicago, has agreed to play again for our Valley of Bloom-
ington’s spring reunion, May 2nd and 3rd.     We look forward to what Bill’s talent with 
the organ does for our degrees.    Degree masters will work closely with Bill to identify 
precisely where music will support the degrees.   John Dorner will replace Larry LaBounty 
as degree master of the 13th degree.   

Congratulations and welcome to our new stage manager,  Bill Tanner.    A props manager 
is being sought to replace Bill in that position.    Bill will collaborate with the degree mas-
ters to plan the staging of the degrees.   Degrees being planned for the Spring Reunion are 
the 4th, 11th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 18th, 28th, 29th, 31st and 32nd, so we will have an action 
packed event for our new candidates and brethren.     Please make plans to come and see 
the excellent degree work our valley produces and join in the fun and fellowship.

 Two degrees will be taken on the road this spring.   John Dorner is directing the 4th De-
gree and Russell McCulley is taking over direction of the 6th degree.  As we go to press fi-
nal plans are being made to present the degrees in Gibson City on Saturday, April 26th.   



   Deaths
Donald R. Baker,   Bradley, IL  9-22-02
Dale P. Mueller,   Marseilles, IL  11-4-06
Marlon R. White,   DeLand, IL  10-27-07
Allen H. Campbell,   Bloomington, IL  11-8-07
Robert E. Koons,   Clinton, IL  12-1-07
C.Loren Otto,   Danvers, IL  12-11-07
L.Dean Starks,   Champaign, IL  12-31-07
Wesley E. Wilcox,   Normal, IL  1-1-08
Winfield E. Bates,   Bloomington, IL  1-4-08
Walter W. Bode,   Danvers, IL  1-12-08
Ronald L. White,   Heyworth, IL  1-13-08
Roland L. Schimanski,   Bloomington, IL  1-18-08
John P. McCurdie,   Bloomington, IL  1-23-08
John M. Walters,   Bloomington, IL  1-24-08

A FORMULA FOR A  
SUCCESSFUL LIFE

I have a friend who prepares 
taxes. He lamented with 
me once about some of his 
wealthier clients - those with 
six and seven figure incomes. 
Some of these people, he said, 
even despite the obvious tax 
benefits, refused to give any 
of their money away. Some 
are spending more money 
on grooming their pets than 
on feeding hungry children.   
They simply have not dis-
covered the importance and 

power of giving.   And sadly, 
these wealthier clients are in a 
position to do something sig-
nificant, but they choose to do 
nothing at all.

Author Kent Nerburn wrote 
a book titled LETTERS TO 
MY SON: A Father’s Wis-
dom on Manhood, Life, and 
Love.  In one letter, he teaches 
his son the value of generos-
ity:

“Remember to be gentle with 
yourself and others.  We are all 
children of chance, and none 

can say why some fields will 
blossom and others lay brown 
beneath the August sun. Care 
for those around you. Look 
past your differences. Their 
dreams are no less than yours, 
their choices in life no more 
easily made. And give.  Give in 
any way that you can, of what-
ever you possess.  To give is to 
love. To withhold is to wither. 
Care less for your harvest than 
how it is shared, and your life 
will have meaning and your 
heart will have peace.”

How fortunate for one boy 

that his father is showing him 
how to truly live!

People who live well are ex-
perts at giving.  They give their 
money; they give their time.  
They share their wisdom and 
their skills. They quickly say 
yes when asked to help.

For them, the formula is sim-
ple: to give is to love and to 
love is to live. It’s a formula for 
a successful life.

-- Steve Goodier

Submitted by Jim L. Grimm

      600 Club Membership Application

      Name (Print):  
      Address:
      Year Joined the Valley:
      Payment Method:
            One payment of $600
          Two payments of $300 each
          Three payments of $200 each
          Four payments of $150 each
          Five payments of $120 each
 

The 600 Club is an opportunity for you to have a  
fully-paid life membership and provide the Valley  
with a stable source of income.  The 600 Club is 
open to all. 

The 600 Club is permanent.  The principal is never 
to be used.   A portion of the interest pays the dues 
of fully-qualified 600 Club members.

The 600 Club is a perpetual investment that prom-
ises to 32° Scottish Rite Masons that the Valley of  
Bloomington will not falter.
 
To join the 600 Club you must be a member of the  
Valley of Bloomington.   Second, you must contrib-
ute

 
to the Permanent Fund of the Valley.

Once you have contributed $600 to the PERMA-
NENT FUND you are a fully-qualified member of  
the 600 Club.
Contact the Valley Secretary for more information.

2008 Upcoming Events
March   1

            4

           16 
           28

ICOD Electeed Officers Training Seminar-2nd Presbyterian

Trustees 6:00 p.m., Stated meeting at 7:00 p.m.   
Rose Croix Chapter presides

Feast of the Paschal Lamb, Bloomington Temple at 7:00 a.m.
SRRA Chili Supper at Normal Lodge at 6:00 p.m.

April    1
                   
           6         
         19 
  25 - 27

Trustees 6:00 p.m.,Stated meeting at 7:00 p.m.
Consistory presides
Masonic Day at the American Passion Play, BCPA
Junior Grand Warden reception at Biaggis
SRRA Clean-up Weekend; lunch provided on the 26th

May 2&3   

            6 

Spring Reunion at BCPA

Trustees 6:00 p.m.,Stated meeting at 7:00 p.m.
All bodies preside



Justin S. Brewster, Oglesby, IL     
 Marseilles Lodge #417, Marseilles

Richard L. Burton, Marseilles, IL      
Marseilles Lodge #417, Marseilles

David A. Feese, Saybrook, IL           
Wade Barney Lodge #512, Bloomington

Harvey L. Hale, Bloomington, IL        
Bloomington Lodge #43, Bloomington

A. L. Harris, Shorewood, IL                
Plainfield Lodge #536, Plainfield

Alan D. Metzke, Dwight, IL                    
Livingston Lodge #371, Dwight

Robert A. O’Hara. Marseilles, IL            
Marseilles Lodge #417, Marseilles

Jeffrey S. Ready, II, Bloomington, IL       
Bloomington Lode #43, Bloomington

Barry S. Tolchin, Normal, IL                     
Normal Lodge #673, Normal 

Plan to 
attend  

the 
Spring 

Reunion 
May 2 - 3

Valley of Bloomington 
Candidates at the Fall
Reunion, Nov.  16 & 
17, 2007 at the Bloom-
ington Center for 
the Performing Arts.    
Missing photos are 
Thomas E. Bays, Gard-
ner, IL    Mazon Lodge 
#826, Mazon and 
Michael L. Kirkton, 
Gridley, IL     El Paso 
Lodge #246, El Paso.

Theron Noth and Gordon Ropp                  
Ringing bells for Salvation Army

Above l-r: Joe Jackson & Larry Phifer                  
At Left l-r:  E. J. Long, Pat Schlehuber & 

Adam Young    Bell ringers

Our reunion home 
where we  perform 
our  degrees on the 
stage designed by 
Delmar D. Darrah, 
33°, more than 80 
years ago.



Valley Newsbriefs

Lodge of  Perfection Blood Drive

Ben North reported that the blood 
drive that was conducted at Normal 
Lodge on Jan. 12th was successful.  
Twelve pints were collected.  Ben 
offered his thanks to Larry Raglan, 
Jerry Starks, Mike Hiter, John Bar-
ringer and Barry Tolchin for their 
help in setting up and conducting the 
blood collection for the American 
Red Cross.

IL  CHIP Report

Bill Tanner reported that the IL 
CHIP program, coordinated by Jerry 
Starks, was conducted on Jan. 17-18, 
2008 at LeRoy Elementary School 
by Stephen Sigler and LeRoy Lodge 
# 221.  The event was well run and 
very successful as they processed 268 
children.   Contact Bill Tanner, Jerry 
Starks or call the office for informa-
tion to host a CHIP progarm.    Jerald H. Starks at IL CHIP event

Valley of 

Bloomington

News

..........
..

..........
..........

Bloomington Scottish Rite Scholarships,  by Roger Aukerman MSA
 
The time is now to apply for the 2008-09 academic year scholarships.  By my count, our 
office is administrating 64 scholarships this year.  While many of the non-graduating 
recipients will reapply for next year, there are a number of seniors in our group.  With 
college seniors graduating there are a number of openings for new applicants.
 
For most of the scholarships we administrate, the cutoff for applications is April 1.
 
In addition to relatives of Master Masons, Scottish Rite members and Passion Play 
participants, there are scholarships for those pursuing a career in healthcare.  
Details of eligibility requirements and applications are both located on our website at  
www.aasrbloomington.org
 
As a Scottish Rite Mason it is great to see this outreach serving both member-
ship and community.  

    Roger F. Aukerman, MSA
Chairman, Scholarship Committee

Scottish Rite Recreation Area 
by Barry Carney

Progress on the New Pool 
The progress on the pool has been slower 
than expected, we were hopping that the 
pool would be completed by now. 

The old pool has be demolished and 
removed.  Our contractor is in round 3 
with the State Health department trying 
to get the plans for the pool approved.

 They are planning to start the new pool 
construction as soon as possible this 
spring.  Weather will be a big factor on 
when the work can start.

Old pool destruction: Photo by Sherwood Smith

What’s Planned For 2008

An exciting season of camping and 
picnicking with swimming and fun for 
the entire family.

The new pool will be the highlight this 
summer.  Make plans to come out and 
enjoy it once it is complete.

Updates will be on the Scottish Rite 
web site a new information page for the 
SRRA will be added to the Valley web 
site during February.



Are you looking for a short movie to 
give to a friend about Freemasonry? 
The world wide web is an excellent
resource.   One place to start is  
www.youtube.com.
Enter your search as “masonry” or 
“freemasonry” and you will be given 
a list of movies to view.   The list will 
not be limited to just movies extolling 
the virtues of Freemasonry,  but 

will also contain many anti-Masonic
film clips.  Some of these films show 
that people often have no real knowl-
edge of the craft.  Others are won-
derful films to share with potential 
candidates or as a program
for your chapter.
Enjoy the search and perhaps
you will learn more.

Masonic Movie Clips on the Web

SRRA  - Clean-up Weekend  April 26
We will be preparing the Campground 
for the coming season of Camping and 
picnicking.  Most of the work will be 
completed on Saturday the 26th.
We will be moving the benches and 
Picnic tables out of their winter storage 
locations and  put them on the camp sites 
and around the fire rings. 
Many hands will make light work on this 
Saturday.  So come out and help get the 
camp ready for the season.  We’ll have
 a soup lunch Saturday, so make your 

favorite soup and dessert to share at the 
lunch.

Work crew at Scottish Rite Campground 

Annual  Meeting and 
Election of Officers

Conforming to Article 1, Section 1 of the 
Bylaws of the Coordinate Bodies, Ancient 
Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, 
Valley of Bloomington, notice is hereby 
given that the Annual Meeting will be 
held at the Bloomington Masonic Temple, 
302 E. Jefferson Street, Bloomington, at 
7:00 p.m., Tuesday, May 6, 2008.

Pursuant to Article III, Bloomington 
Lodge of Perfection, 14°, Zerubbabel 
Council, Princes of Jerusalem, 16°,and  
Mt. Calvary Chapter Rose Croix, 18°, will 
conduct election of officers and appoint-
ments will be made.

The Annual Reports of the offices will be 
made along with other business which 
may properly be considered and acted 
upon at the meeting.  All members in 
good standing of the Scottish Rite,
Valley of Bloomington are entitled to 
attend and vote on matters before the 
bodies.

K. Randall Wilson
Thrice Potent Master
Bloomington Lodge of Perfection

John R. Barringer
Sovereign Prince
Zerubbabel Council, Princes of Jerusalem

Dale F. Arbour
Most Wise Master
Mt. Calvary Chapter, Rose Croix

Barry D. Weer, 33°
Commander-in-Chief
Bloomington Consistory

Attest:
David Young, 33°
Executive Secretary

American Passion Play readies for its 85th Consecutive Season

The American Passion Play, a creation of 
Ill. Delmar D. Darrah,33° (a Past Grand 
Master of Illinois and Active Member of 
the AASR, NMJ) is being presented this 
Easter Season for its 85th consecutive 
year at the Bloomington Center for the 
Performing Arts (BCPA).  Ill. J. Garrie 
Burr, 33° the current director, is working 
hard with the cast and crew in preparing 
for the 2008 season.

The first presentation of the play oc-
curred in 1924 and consisted of a cast and 
crew of all Scottish Rite members and 
their wives. Although the play is now a 
separate not-for-profit 501C3 charitable 
corporation, (The American Passion 
Play, Inc.), the bulk of the cast and crew 
are still Masonically affiliated.  New cast 
members are always welcome.  The play is 
especially in need of additional male cast 
members.

The BCPA (formerly the Scottish Rite 
Temple for the Valley of Bloomington) 
was built (at Darrah’s urging) with a 
modern theatrical auditorium instead of 
the more traditional lodge floor and small 

stage to allow for his theatric endeavors, 
including the American Passion Play. 
Only 3 performances of the American 
Passion Play have been produced outside 
of the BCPA and that occurred in 2006 
when the BCPA was closed for exten-
sive renovations. The 2006 season was 
produced in a reduced format at Presser 
Hall on the campus of Illinois Wesleyan 
University where Brother Darrah had 
been a Professor.

Dates for this season’s performances are 
March 8th, 15th, 16th, 29th, April 5th, 
6th and 12th.

The April 6, 2008 show will be a Masonic 
day to honor our Masonic heritage.  There 
is a special price for that show and lunch 
of $25.00.  Lunch Buffet from 11:30-
1:00  Show at 2:00.  Letters will be sent 
to the lodges in the area this next week.  
But more information may be obtained 
from Tena at the Passion Play office.

Tickets are available for the 2008 season 
by contacting the American Passion Play 
at (309)829-3903 or (800)354-9640



 Fall Reunion 2007 combined class of the Valleys of Bloomington and Chicago; 60 new Scottish Rite Masons 

We’re on the Web
www.aasrbloomington.org
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“C.E. Dagenhart Chapter needs your help!”
by Jay Keeran

C.E. Dagenhart Chapter, Order of DeMolay is moving on up!  
We are active and gaining in membership more now than in 
recent years.   Led by Master Councilor Cody Adams and other 
past leaders, Adam Clark and Joey Minor, the DeMolay Chap-
ter is gaining momentum in the first quarter of this year.  But.....
We need your help!   We are currently seeking additional adult 
leaders for our fine group of young men.  We have several adult
leaders that work very hard for our local DeMolay Chapter, and 
will continue to work with the young men, however we do need 
further adult support.  Adult leaders in DeMolay are critical to 
the functionality of a DeMolay Chapter.  We are not seeking 
“baby-sitters,” rather Adult men and/or women who wish to 
help and support our great group of young men!

DeMolay provides young men with communication, leadership 
and organizational skills that most young men don’t possess at 
such a young age.  However, we have fun too!  Youth leadership 
conferences, dances with our young lady Masonic organizations, 
fundraisers and sporting events are just a few things on the 
“menu” for this year!  
If you have a desire to work with our young men or know of 
a young man between 12-20 years of age, please contact Jay 
Keeran (664-0427) or feel free to visit with a DeMolay Advi-
sor anytime!  Our current roster of DeMolay Advisors includes:  
David Young, Greg Clark, Patrick Schlehuber, Michael Fowler, 
Robyn Keeran, Jay Keeran, Ron Lowery, Mary Lowery,
Michael Matherly.   

Thank you, and we look forward to further support!


