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Valley of Bloomington Spring Reunion
May 2 and 3, 2008

Bloomington Center for the Performing Arts

Cathedral News

Friday, May 2, 2008
  6:00 4th Degree (Master Traveler) 
  7:00 11th Degree (Sublime Master Elected 
  8:45  13th Degree (Master of the Ninth Arch) 
 
Saturday, May 3, 2008
  8:00 14th Degree (Grand Elect Mason) 
  9:30 15th Degree (Knight of the East or Sword) 
 11:00 18th Degree (Knight of the Rose Croix)
 12:05 Lunch
  1:30  28th Degree (Knight of the Sun) 
  2:45  29th Degree (Knight of St. Andrew) 
  4:00 31st Degree (Knight Aspirant) 
  5:00 32nd Degree (Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret)
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                              Change                                            
                                    is         
                                upon 
                                   us! 
                
                                            

 
The beginning of this year seemed 
to drive that fact home more than 
any other time in recent history.  
Whether it was economic, politi-
cal, or social change we seem to 
be in a swirl at the local, state and 
national level.  In such a chaotic 
world, we sometimes think that 
our fraternity does not change.  
While it is true our Masonic 
values and principles do remain 
steadfast, we cannot hide from 
change.  

The Scottish Rite has partnered 
with the Grand Lodge and the 
other Masonic bodies in the state 
to take a fresh look at our frater-
nity and the way that we present 
our organizations to the general 
public.  For far to long many of 
our members thought it was inap-
propriate to raise public aware-
ness about the Masonic fraternity.  
This is not the case.  Somewhere 
we became confused about asking 
someone to join the fraternity.  
While certainly requiring that 
new members must be taking the 
step into our fraternity of their 
“own free will and accord,” this 
was from the recognition that one 
should not join due to pressure, 
but because they sincerely desire 
to be a part of our fraternity.  It 
did not mean the members of the 
fraternity could not or should not 
ensure that a good man had suffi-
cient information about Masonry 
and understands that we desired 
him to be a friend among us.

Several years ago this was made 
abundantly clear when the Grand 
Lodge of Illinois promoted the In-
vitation to Petition program.  This 
spring the Grand Lodge is taking 

another step forward, launch-
ing a full-blown public relations 
program.  With billboards point-
ing to a new WEB site, and ads 
in College newspapers around 
the state, the program is reaching 
out to another generation of men 
who are interested and ready to 
explore Masonry as men have in 
ages past.  We need to be pre-
pared to take advantage of these 
changes.

Even while we look forward to 
new possibilities within the fra-
ternity, we also cherish our past.  I 
recently was made aware that one 
hundred years ago this spring, 
Bloomington Lodge of Perfection, 
working under a dispensation, 
initiated the first “class” of candi-
dates.  So with this spring class, 
the Scottish Rite in Bloomington 
will have been working for right 
at 100 years.

Rite at 100!

Over the next five years, the 
Valley of Bloomington will com-
memorate the milestones related 
to the chartering of the four Bod-
ies, culminating with the Consis-
tory’s chartering in 1912.  Plan to 
start our Scottish Rite centennial 
era out by being a part of the May 
2nd and 3rd Reunion.   

The week prior to the Spring Re-
union, on Saturday morning April 
26 the 4th and 6th degrees will be 
presented at Gibson City Lodge.  
Being on the road provides op-
portunities for good fellowship 
sometimes overlooked or missed 
during a reunion weekend, so 
the officers and cast members are 
looking forward to sharing this 
morning with the brethren from 
the eastern reaches of the Val-
ley.  Information about the event 
is contained in this issue of the 
Cathedral News.  Please plan to 
join us.

Fraternally,

Barry D. Weer, 33°
Commander-in-Chief
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Plan to 
attend  

the 
Spring 

Reunion 
May 2 - 3

Scottish Rite
Traveling Road Show

—————————————
Gibson City, Illinois

Saturday, April 26th, 2008
Gibson City Masonic Temple

108 East 8th Street
—————————————

4° - “Master Traveler”
6° - “Intimate Secretary”

Registration begins at 9:00 am — New Candidates Welcome
—————————————————-

All Scottish Rite Masons Welcome
Candidate Fees for all non-Scottish Rite Masons:

$125 Initiation Fee

Candidates must attend the Valley of Bloomington Spring Reunion, May 2nd and 3rd, to become 32° 
Masons.   However, they need not arrive until 7:30 AM on Saturday, May 3rd..

Let’s Spring to the Spring Reunion 
 
Please make plans to come and see the excellent 
degree work our valley produces and join in the 
fun and fellowship.

Bill Aylesworth, organist from Chicago, is again 
playing the organ for our Valley of Blooming-
ton’s spring reunion, May 2nd and 3rd.     We 
look forward to what Bill’s talent with the or-
gan does for our degrees.    Bill will work closely 
with the Degree masters to provide music to 
support the degrees and identify where the mu-
sic will be played.     

L-R: Andrew S. Bender, Alvin E. House, Past MWM & Alan J. Leicht 
waiting for the Feast of the Paschal Lamb to begin.



   Deaths

Miles L. Tullos, Brandon, MS   5-31-07
Frederick C. Prafcke, Jr., Ottawa, IL   1-5-08
David C. Gillespie, Marseilles, IL   1-30-08
Alfred R. Boyce,   Bloomington, IL   2-11-08
Ivan D. Cloyd, Normal, IL    2-28-08
William B. Legge, Normal, IL    3-3-08
Gordon L. Fidler, Normal, IL   3-4-08
Wiley L. Schultz, Chenoa, IL   3-13-08
Herschel R. Goodwin, San Diego, CA   3-15-08
Earl E. Lutz, Normal, IL   3-23-08

LXXX:54

WHAT WE SEE

A long time ago a baby was 
born to poor parents. His fu-
ture looked bleak as he grew 
to see a life of dreariness and 
poverty before him.

He joined the army as a com-
mon soldier and was wounded 
so severelythat he never re-
gained the use of his left arm.
He later failed to find decent 
employment and, on two oc-
casions, was sent to debtor’s 
prison.  He continued to have 
brushes with the law and 
struggled just to survive.

But, despite the severity of 
his life, he never let go of his 
dream... to write a book. He 
wrote that book and in it he 
told a beautiful story which 
welled from his heart’s deep-
est dreams and yearnings. 
It has moved generations of 
people the world over ever 
since.  It is about a man who 
saw the world differently than 
everyone else. Though created 
in suffering, the book is an 
inspiring tale of irrepressible 
hope.  This man’s story has 
been put to music and film, 
translated into numerous lan-
guages and remains a literary 

classic after some 400 years. 
The author was Miguel de 
Cervantes Saavedra and the 
book is Don Quixote De La 
Mancha.

Perhaps Cervantes himself 
believed, as did his character, 
that the world “sees people as 
they are -- I see them as they 
can be!”  For Cervantes may 
never have accomplished such 
a magnificent work had he not 
seen some potential within 
himself that was hidden from 
the rest of the world.  He knew, 
and has taught others ever 
since, that great truth:  What 

we see will come to be.  Some 
see situations as they are, oth-
ers as they can be.  Some see 
people as they are, others as 
they can be.  And some see 
themselves as they are, others 
as they can be.

But when we look beyond the 
present reality, dismal as it may 
seem, and set our sights upon 
the best that is within a situ-
ation or a human being, then, 
too, what we see will come to 
be.  And we’ll know the power 
of hope.      --- Steve Goodier

Submitted by Jim L. Grimm

      600 Club Membership Application

      Name (Print):  
      Address:
      Year Joined the Valley:
      Payment Method:
            One payment of $600
          Two payments of $300 each
          Three payments of $200 each
          Four payments of $150 each
          Five payments of $120 each
 

The 600 Club is an opportunity for you to have a  
fully-paid life membership and provide the Valley  
with a stable source of income.  The 600 Club is 
open to all. 

The 600 Club is permanent.  The principal is never 
to be used.   A portion of the interest pays the dues 
of fully-qualified 600 Club members.

The 600 Club is a perpetual investment that prom-
ises to 32° Scottish Rite Masons that the Valley of  
Bloomington will not falter.  To join the 600 Club 
you must be a member of the  Valley of Blooming-
ton.   Second, you must contrib

ute
 
to the Perma-

nent Fund of the Valley.

Once you have contributed $600 to the PERMA-
NENT FUND you are a fully-qualified member of  
the 600 Club.
Contact the Valley Secretary for more information.

2008 Upcoming Events
April   19
          26 
  25 - 27

Junior Grand Warden reception at Biaggis
Rite traveling road show at Gibson City - 4th & 6th degrees
SRRA Clean-up Weekend; lunch provided on the 26th

May 2&3   

            6 

Spring Reunion at BCPA

Trustees 6:00 p.m.,Stated meeting at 7:00 p.m.
All bodies preside, election and installation of officers

Trustees 6:00 p.m.,Stated meeting at 7:00 p.m.
Mohammed Shrine 2008 Golf Stag
Family Picnic at Scottish Rite Recreation Area, LOP
Illinois Council of Deliberation, Peoria, IL

June     3
            5
           14
          28

July       1
           19

Trustee Meeting — SRRA - No Stated Meeting
Family Fun Play Day, location TBD, Council
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On a recent trip to San Antonio 
Texas, Linda and I had on op-
portunity to visit some the won-
derful sites of the city.  They in-
cluded the River Walk, Tower of 
Americas,  and the Alamo.    As 
we were passing along the Long 
Barrack, we noticed a plaque that 
honored Alamo Lodge No. 44 by 
a charter from the Grand Lodge 
of Texas on January 15, 1848.  
This find was unexpected and I 
decided to try to find informa-
tion on the Masons who died at 
the Alamo and the beginnings of 
Masonry in Texas.

Of the 187 men who died in 
1836 at the battle, five of them 
were Master Masons   They were 
Brothers William Barret Tra-
vis, Jim Bowie, Davie Crockett, 
James Bonham, and Almaron 
Dickinson.  A sixth Mason, 
Brother Juan Sequin, was also 
stationed at the Alamo, but in a 
twist of fate, he was out deliver-
ing a message when the Alamo 
fell.  A plaque was also dedicated 
to these brave Masons.   

In Brother Raymond G. Bronk’s, 
“Heroes at the Alamo: a Lesson 
for Modern Masons”, he uses 
writings of the men who died 
and their deeds to inspire others 
to honor and apply our Masonic 
obligations.

Brother William Barret Travis 
wrote of his obligation to ‘sustain 
as long as possible & die like a 
solider who never forgets what is 
due to his own honor and that of 
his country”

Brother Jim Bowie fought with 
pistols and a knife from his 
sickbed showing bravery in face 
of overwhelming odds .

After the first bombardment, 
Brother Davy Crockett was 
everywhere in the fort animating 
the men do their duty.

Brother James Bonham eluded 
Mexican guards and patrols 
twice in two weeks to slip out to 

make two 230 mile round trip 
horseback rides to beg for help.  
Knowing that his brother sol-
diers needed help, he learned to 
use one of the cannons and then 
stayed on to fight.

Brother Almaron Dickinson, 
a expert cannoneer, directed 
his wife to display his Masonic 
apron and so hope for mercy 
from Mexican Freemasons when 
the fort was taken and he contin-
ued to fight.

We checked the bookstores 
for more information on Texas 
Master Masons and their role in 
Texas history.  However, we had 
to rely on the internet for most 
of our information.

The first attempt to establish 
Masonry in Texas comes in 
1828 when Stephen F. Austin 
and other Masons attempted 
to obtain a charter from the 
Grand York Lodge of Mexico.  
The charter was not granted.  
In 1835, a request was made to 
the Grand Lodge of Louisiana.  
The charter was granted and 
the lodge was named after the 
Grand Master of Louisiana, John 
Henry Holland.  That same year 
the Grand Lodge of Texas was 
formed.

There were a number of Masons 
that participated in the struggle 
for Texas independence includ-
ing Stephen F. Austin, Edward 
Burleson, Benjamin Rush Milan, 
Juan Sequin, and Sam Houston.

On our trips, Linda and I find 
that there are many Masonic 
references that are visible for 
everyone to see.  It enriches my 
Masonic life and makes our 
vacations more meaningful.

There are many sites dedicated to 
Texas Masonry on the internet.  
All you need to do is Google – 
Masons and the Alamo to begin 
your own search. 
 
Dale F. Arbour

Top to bottom:  Alamo in early evening, Masonic  
plaque of Masons who died at the Alamo, Birth-
place of freemasonry plaque & Riverwalk view



Valley Newsbriefs

SRCC Chili Supper

Barry Carney reported that 42 people 
attended their chili supper held 
March 28th at Normal Lodge.

50 Year Certificate

Congratulations to Edward M. 
Smiley, MSA on 50 years in the Rite.   
CinC Barry D. Weer, 33° presented 
the award to Ed at the April 1st 
stated meeting.

Birthday Auctions

The April 1st birthday auction col-
lected $93.00.   Our magnificent 
auctioneer, Gordon Ropp, creates 
a festive time as members bid on 
items brought in for auction by those 
celebrating a birthday in the month.   
Intense bidding at our March 4th 
stated meeting generated $180.00.  
The Charity Committee headed by 
Gregory L. Clark, 33° selects two lo-
cal charitable organiztions each year 
as benficiaries of the monies.

Colliseum Fundraising Work

Theron F. Noth reported that the 
trustees voted to designate that all 
funds  generated by working conces-
sions be used to support Masonic 
Youth Charitable Organizations.  
Scottist Rite volunteers work a vari-
ety of events at the at the Blooming-
ton US Cellular Colliseum.  Theron 
and Bernie Maharg coordinate the 
work sessions.   Please volunteer as 
you have time to support this activ-
ity.  So far over one thousand dollars 
have been earned by the concession 
efforts and that money will support 
our youth charities. 

Happy 100 Year Anniversary

The May Reunion is the 100 year an-
niversary of the Lodge of Perfection.  
The charter was received in Decem-
ber of 1908.   Due to the anniversary 
our Commander in Chief has chosen 
“Rite at 100” as the theme of our 
2008 Spring Reunion.

Valley Secretary Updates

David E. Young, 33° reported that the  
Valley will portray the 28th Degree 
for the Valley of Danville at their Fall 
Reunion on Oct. 28th.

He also reported on the Valley secre-
taries meeting at Northern Masonic 
Jurisdiction headquarters in Lexing-
ton, MA.  The secretaries received a 
presentation on the proposed dues 
increases by the Northern Masonic 
Jurisdiction, which could go to $27 
per member per year by 2014 if 
conditions of declining membership 
numbers continue as they have been.

There are some issues with the 
Membership Development System 
database of the Northern Masonic 
Jurisdiction.   It does not work prop-
erly at present but they are working 
to have it fixed as quickly as possible.  
It is cross-referenced with the Grand 
Lodge of Illinois database.

Valley of 

Bloomington

News

..........
..

..........
..........

We will be preparing the Campground 
for the coming season of Camping and 
picnicking.  Most of the work will be 
completed on Saturday the 26th.
We will be moving the benches and 
Picnic tables out of their winter storage 
locations and  put them on the camp 
sites and around the fire rings. 
Many hands will make light work on 
this Saturday.  So come out and help 
get the camp ready for the season.  
We’ll have a soup lunch Saturday, so 
make your favorite soup and dessert to 
share at the lunch.

 Scottish Rite Playground 
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Scottish Rite Recreation Area  - Clean-up Weekend  April 26



Cathedral News 7

Mt. Calvary Chapter of Rose Croix Hosts Feast of the Paschal Lamb
The 2008 memorial observance of the Feast of the Paschal 
Lamb extinguishing of the lights and relighting of the 
lights was conducted at Bloomington Masonic Temple on 
Palm Sunday morning at 7:00 am.  The service was lead 
by Mt. Calvary Chapter of Rose Croix, Ancient Accepted 
Scottish Rite with assistance from the Knights of Colum-
bus Fourth Degree, Bloomington Assembly 0213 and De 
Molay Commandery No. 24, Knights Templar.

The cast included Dale F. Arbour, Most Wise Master, Jer-
ald H. Starks with the Story of the Passover and Larry E. 
LaBounty, 33°, with the Story of the Cross.  The Mystic 

Roll for Scottish Rite was read by Billy M. Burden, 33°, 
and John R. Schraufnagel 4°, Faithful Navigator, for the 
Knights of Columbus.  Father Ric Schneider of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Bloomington, delivered the Easter 
message.  Robert A. Ralston played the organ and Russell 
A. McCulley was the vocalist.

Together we joined together to hallow the memory of our 
departed Brethren and to reaffirm our belief in the the one 
who is risen.
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   In the heart of San Antonio, TX, the Alamo stands as one of the most visited United States’ landmarks 

We’re on the Web
www.aasrbloomington.org
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