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2008 Illinois Council of Deliberati0on MSA Recipients: Dennis Garrigus, MSA, top row, 2nd from right

          Left: Dennis Garrigus, MSA and Michele, 2008 Valley of Bloomington MSA Recipient 
          Right:  Richard Erickson and Kim, 2009 Valley of Bloomington MSA Designee
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     Tasks at  
       hand, 
     
     but not  

     a chore!     

                                        

The doldrums of summer seem to be 
upon us.  But the heat and humidity 
have occasionally been broken with 
the first, crisp hints of the approach-
ing fall, and the calendar is telling 
us to get at the chores necessary to 
prepare for the change of seasons.  

One of the tangible actions of prepa-
ration activities for the fall is recount-
ed in the article about the distribu-
tion of the Illinois Scottish Rite and 
related Masonic Scholarships in this 
issue of the Cathedral News.  To be 
able to assist young people in the re-
alization of the educational goals and 
aspirations is heartwarming.  Through 
the exceptional foresight of Scottish 
Rite leaders some half century ago, 
this investment in the youth of today 
will continue to pay dividends for 
years to come.  I compliment Brother 
Roger Aukerman MSA and his com-
mittee for their work administering 
this program for the Valley and the 
reception recognizing these students 
and their parents as they prepare to 
begin the fall semester.

Similarly, the members and Officers 
of the Rite are looking forward to 
the fall’s activities.  At the Trustees’ 
Meeting earlier this month, Den-
nis Garrigus MSA, our Director of 
Work, presented a finalized degree 
schedule for the November 14 and 
15, 2008 Reunion.  The various 
degree directors have been confirmed, 
and the cast members are being con-
tacted to determine availability or to 
identify the need to recruit replace-
ments.  The next task is to set and  

 
calendar rehearsal dates and be about 
the preparations in earnest. 

Also, while it seems some time off, 
the cast of the 28th Degree is get-
ting ready to travel the Valley of 
Bloomington’s portrayal to Danville 
on October 25, 2008.  You will recall 
that during the May 2007 Reunion 
the Valley of Danville presented 
the new version of the 26th Degree 
here to Bloomington.  We have been 
looking for an appropriate opportu-
nity to reciprocate, and arrangements 
have been finalized.  We will be the 
first degree on Saturday afternoon, 
following luncheon.  It would be 
great to have a fine contingent of our 
members visit Danville and support 
the cast as well as take advantage of 
the opportunity to see how another 
Valley conducts the work.  I can as-
sure you that visiting another Valley 
is always enjoyable.  The chance to 
renew acquaintances and greet new 
friends during Reunion activities is 
an excellent way to experience Ma-
sonic fellowship.  Why not plan now 
to make the trip on the 25th.

Finally, we are reminded that one 
of the primary ways we prepare for 
a Reunion is to encourage our Blue 
Lodge Brethren who are not yet 
members of our Rite, to petition for 
the next step on the journey.  The 
progression of degrees in the Scottish 
Rite is the continuation of the jour-
ney toward understanding self, and 
how to live life in such a way as to 
not only benefit self and family, but 
mankind.    Now is the time to talk 
with a Brother Mason who should 
continue their journey.  Indeed, this 
task is not a chore, as you have the 
rich gift of opportunity to share with 
him.  Isn’t that a gift that you want to 
share?

Fraternally, 
Barry D. Weer, 33°
Commander-in-Chief
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     Friday, November 14, 2008

             6:00       4th Degree  (Master Traveler)
             6:40       8th Degree (Intendant of the Building)
             7:30      12th Degree (Grand Master Architect)
             8:45      14th Degree (Grand Elect Mason)
             
     Saturday, November 15, 2008

             8:00      16th Degree  (Princes of Jerusalem) 
             8:50      18th Degree  (Knight of Rose Croix)
           10:10       21st Degree  (Patriarch Noachite)
           11:15       24th Degree  (Brother of the Forest)
           12:00       Lunch
             1:30       25th Degree  (Knight of the Brazen Serpent)   
             3:00       31st Degree (Knight Aspirant)
             4:15       32nd Degree  (Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret)
             5:00       Social Hour
             6:00       Banquet  (vendor and menu is out for bid)
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 Fall 2008 Reunion Schedule - November 14-15, 2008

2008 Valley of Bloomington AASR Scholarship recipients

Scottish Rite Scholarship Reception
By Roger Aukerman, MSA

The Valley of Bloomington has a lot to be 
proud of.  The 2008 Scholarship Reception 
was a success.  

Our valley’s office administers the lo-
cal scholarships for the Grand Lodge of 
Illinois, the Scottish Rite, and the Ameri-
can Passion Play.  We acknowledged the 
contributions of the Masons, Scottish Rite 
members, and the American Passion Play 
Trustees to create and fund these scholar-
ships.  When asked, would those members 
of this esteemed group please stand, we 
had 19 Scottish Rite members standing.  

Our first speaker was Jason Palmatier, a 
former scholarship recipient currently a 
second year medical student at Stritch 
School of Medicine, Loyola University 
Chicago.  Jason spoke about how his 
scholarship impacted his selection of an 
undergraduate college.  This has had a pro-
found impact in the direction his life has 
taken.  Jason has been blessed by a number 
of events to move him toward the decision 
to become a doctor.  The one that I found 
most interesting is an alternative he had to 
taking a phys-ed class was to take an EMT 
class.  We wish Jason the best in his goal of 
becoming a doctor.

Diane Ryon CFP, a financial planner 
and Community Education Instructor at 
Heartland, followed Jason.  Diane spoke 
about what it takes to get your financial 
house in order and provided examples of 
college students finding the money.  She 
gave examples of local youth investing to 
become millionaires in retirement.  She 
also walked the scholar recipients through 
what they can expect in the way of ex-
penses post-graduation.  Diane’s message 
wasn’t just for the recipients; she spoke to 
everyone in the room.  

This event doesn’t just happen; it 
takes the efforts of many people to 
put it together.  Nellie’s year round 
contribution to the scholarship 
program is to be commended.  We 
thank the American Passion Play 
and the Grand Lodge of Illinois for 
adding additional scholarships to 
the Scottish Rite program.  Mari-
lyn Gaddy, Ruth Nichols, and the 
Bloomington-Normal Assembly #7 
of the Order of Rainbow for Girls 
did a superb job with the refresh-
ments.  Our Commander-in-Chief 
Barry Weer 33° helped with behind 
the scenes activities and with the 
presentation of certificates. Dale 
Arbour was on hand to take pictures.  
Ron Blue 33° did an outstanding job 
printing the certificates. The event 
was brought to a close with Robert 

Trefzger 33° leading us in a benedic-
tion.  Rick Erickson and Brad Ga-
bor took charge of the registration.  
To these and the other members 
present, I thank you for making our 
guests feel welcome.

Closing note:  It was observed that 
we did not serve any coffee.  Next 
year I’ll see what I can do to make 
sure my “extra special” friends are 
taken care of.  

To obtain more information about 
scholarships awarded through the 
Valley of Bloomington, visit www.
aasrbloomington.org/charity.htm 
on the web, or write to: Scholarship 
Committee, Valley of Bloomington, 
AASR, P. O. Box 3695, Blooming-
ton, IL 61702  

 Jason Palmatier, speaker & former recipient



   Deaths

Ted S. Krikos,  Columbus, OH   6-12-07
Donald W. Birch,  Bement, IL   7-19-07
William C. Strader,   Redding, CA   8-2-07
Dale L. Kirkland,   Monticello, IL   11-11-07
George M. Willad,  Bloomington, IL    11-30-07
Paul W. Brookshier,   Rochester, IL    12-26-07
Everett K. Fuoss,   Gibson City, IL   2-25-08
David C. Maurer,   Freeburg, IL   5-9-08
Russell E. Schmidt,   Ocala, FL   5-12-08
David T. Evans,   Mackinaw, IL   6-5-08
Samuel M. Huey,   Cocoa Beach, FL   6-29-08
Ronald L. Fitzgerald,  Manteno, IL   7-8-08
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Wally Crouch and John Hulette preparing to install the water fountain

Zerubbabel Council held its annual Family Fun Day 
on July 19th at Grady’s Family Fun Park.  We had a 
good turn out, even with the powerful heat.  A good 
time was had by all who attended, with miniature 
golf and kiddie rides remaining popular. 

2008 Upcoming Events
Aug.     24       
     23 - 26         

ILCHIP Child ID Event - Calvary United Methodist Church
Supreme Council - Providence R.I.

Sept.      1
             2
             8
            16
     18 - 21 
           20

Labor Day
Trustee Mtg - 6:00 PM / Stated 7:00 PM - LOP Line
Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
NOVAT Unit-10th Annual Bratfest
Great Lakes Shrine - Cincinnati, Ohio
Valley of Bloomington Heart Walk - Council Sponsor

Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:00 PM - Council Line
Grand Chapter - O.E.S. - Springfield, IL
Grand Lodge - Springfield, IL
28th Degree portrayal at Valley of Danville

Oct.       6 
             7
         7 -8
     10 - 11
           25

DeMolay Commandery #24 Inspection
Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:00 PM - Chapter Line
Veteran’s Day
Fall Reunion - BCPA
Thanksgiving

Nov.      1  
 3
             4
            11
     14 - 15
           26

Dec.       2
             3
             4
             7
             9
           25

Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:30 - Consistory Line
MSA Christmas Dinner
Bell Ringing - Lodge of Perfection Sponsor
Delmar D. Darrah 33° Club Christmas Dinner
Mohammed Shrine Election of Officers
Christmas

Next three up:  Sovereign Prince Eric Barringer and his 
father John at Family Fun Day.    High Priest Jerald H. 
Starks and one of his sons, Adam.    Adam Starks enjoy-
ing the rides at Grady’s Fun Park 
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After several months play-
ing dodgeball with mother 
nature’s rainstorms, the new 
pool at the Scottish Rite 
Recreation Area is com-
plete.   Final landscaping 
and seeding will complete 
the grounds around the pool 
fence exterior.  The new pool 
is beautiful and the clear 
blue water glissens in the 
sunshine.   Children from 
the Illinois Masonic Chil-
dren’s Home in LaGrange, 
IL were the first group to 
use the pool.   Coincidently, 
the Illinois Masonic Chil-
dren’s Home contributed 
$55,000 to the $119,000 cost 
of the pool, or half of the 
contractor’s $110,000 cost.   
Johnson Pools of Lexing-
ton was the primary pool 
contractor.   Key Scottish 
Rite people who have been 
instrumental in the pool’s 
construction are Wally 
Crouch, John Hulett, Harry 
Winterland and Brian 
Gaddy, with the assistance 
of many others.

The new pool is 4 feet wider 
than the old pool, or 24’ x 
50’, instead of 20’x50’.   The 
old pool took 28,000 gal-
lons of water to fill, this new 
pool takes 35, 000 gallons.   
The new pool has steps all 
the way across the shallow 
or east end as well as two 
handrails to use in enter-
ing the water.   There is also 
a handicapped chair to set 
a handicapped person into 
the water.   There is a full 10 
foot wide deck all around 
the pool for walking, sun-
bathing, tables, etc..   The 
old pool had a 10 foot deck 
on two sides, one that was 5’ 
and the west end by the pool 
house was about 2’.

Equipment and pool sup-
plies are housed in the new 
11’x13’ vinyl building which 

is set on a concrete pad at 
the rear or west side of the 
pool deck.   The pool will 
have a full cover for winter 
protection.   The water only 
has to be drained down 
below fill plugs and winter-
ized.   This allows starting 
up in the spring without 
draining the pool.   The 
grounds personnel add 
water to the full level, treat 
the water and wait for the 
sun to warm the pool.   The 
pool has a concrete bot-
tom and is painted with 
epoxy based paint for longer 
intervals between painting.   
The walls are fiberglass for a 
lifetime of low maintenance 
and easy cleaning.

There are no lights, so there 
is no night swimming.   
There is an occupancy limit 
which is posted on the pool 
gate.   A heavy duty chain 
link fence surrounds the 
deck of the pool.   The gate is 
locked at all times when no 
one is in the pool.  Several 
of the campers in the club 
have keys, and if you want to 
swim let Barry Carney know 
and arrangements will be 
made to get you a key to the 
gate. 

The pool is unavailable 
when the Lodge is rented to 
large groups like Rainbow 
and the Masonic Children’s 
Home.   It is open most 
days during the summer.  
If the weather is warm we 
are planning on leaving the 
pool open until Sept. 14th.  
Scottish Rite Members 
coming out to use the pool 
should notify Barry Carney 
at SRRA@barrycar.com or 
by phone 827-8866.

Scottish Rite Recreation Area Pool Opens 
by Barry Carney

Top to bottom:  Pouring the concrete and  
screening the cement smooth.   Hundreds of 
yards of concrete were poured.   It took XX 
truckloads to bring it to the SRRA.



Valley Newsbriefs
Birthday Auctions

The May 6th birthday auction lead 
by Gordon Ropp collected $105.00.   
Our June 3rd auction collected 
$40.00.    The Charity Commit-
tee headed by Gregory L. Clark, 33° 
selects two local charitable organiz-
tions each year as benficiaries of the 
monies.

Valley Secretary Reminder
David E. Young, 33° reports that the  
Valley will portray the 28th Degree 
for the Valley of Danville at their Fall 
Reunion on Oct. 25th.

    Mackinaw #132 ILCHIP Event

Mackinaw Lodge #132 hosted an 
ILCHIP event at their lodge building 
on June, 28th, 2008.    100 children 
were identified.   One family had six 
children identified plus a nephew..  
There were 17 volunteers including 
Job’s Daughters Bethel #55 from 
Pekin.    Other Masonic lodges par-
ticipating included Bloomington #43, 
LeRoy #221, Normal #673 and Wade 
Barney #512 of Bloomington.

         
The Heart Walk, hosted by  Zerub-
babel Council will be September 27, 
2008 at College Hills Mall.

Contact Sovereign Prince Eric Bar-
ringer (217) 935-0607, for a pledge
sheet and start getting your pledges 
from family and friends.  Show your
support for this event and come and 
enjoy the fellowship with your
Scottish Rite friends.  Plan on making 
this event successful and show the
community that Masonry exists to 
help all mankind.

Valley of 

Bloomington

News

..........
..
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       ILCHIP - Randy Gorsuch, Past Master of Mackinaw Lodge #132 and David Rainwater of Wade Barney Lodge # 512

All six children in this family were identified at Mackinaw ILCHIP team loading CD to record photo and video of the child
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Valley sponsors ILCHIP Program at the McLean County Fair
Eighty children and their parents are now more secure as 
a result of Bloomington Scottish Rite and Wade Barney 
Lodge #512 sponsoring and conducting the Grand Lodge 
of Illinois’ Child Identification Program (IL CHIP) at the 
McLean County Fair.  Bloomington-Normal Rainbow As-
sembly #7 and several Masonic family members also played 
a key role.

Twenty volunteers helped fair-going families for six hours 
during the afternoon of July 30 by documenting identifying 
information about their children that could be used in the 
event of an emergency.   

The IL CHIP program is a free service, and involves 
capturing several pieces of identifying information on each 
child, including swabbing cheek cells for DNA, finger-

printing, photographing, and videoing a short interview of 
each child.  The swabs, fingerprint card, and a CD contain-
ing the photo, video, and basic questionnaire, are all sealed 
in an envelope for the parent or guardian to take home.  No 
information beyond a permission slip is retained by the IL 
CHIP program. 

Our own Bill Tanner is the area coordinator for the IL 
CHIP program, and was instrumental in assisting with the 
effort.  Bob Trefzger served as the AASR event coordina-
tor.  Others volunteering at the event were Pat Schlehu-
ber, Connie Trefzger, Barry Carney, Debra Carney, Roger 
Aukerman, Dan Leifel, Billy Burden, Theron Noth, Fern 
Noth, John Hulet, Wally Crouch, Dale Camp, Al House, 
Dale Arbour, Mike Fowler, Beth Gaddy, Emily Reeves, and 
Julie Reeves.

Above: CinC Barry D. Weer, 33° presenting 
certificate to a scholarship recipient

Above:  Theron F. Noth asking interview ques-
tions for the child’s video recording

Above:  Barry G. Carney and family at the Family 
Picnic at the SRRA in July

Above:  Sarah Trefzger helping young boy play 
bean bag toss at the Family Picnic

Above:  Danny Leifel, 33°, finger-
printing at the McLean County Fair  

Right:  Scholarship Reception 
Featured Speaker Diane Ryon CFP   
showed the winners, parents and 
all in the audience how investing 
early in life helps the money grow 
to more than a million dollars by 
age 63.  If only....

Left:  Roger F. Aukerman, MSA chairman of 
the Scottish Rite scholarship committee and 
host of the Scholarship Reception.
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            C. Waldon Crouch, 33°, showing off the new 24 foot x 50 foot pool at the Scottish Rite Recreation Area

We’re on the Web
www.aasrbloomington.org
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