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     Friday, November 14, 2008

             6:00       4th Degree  (Master Traveler)
             6:40       8th Degree (Intendant of the Building)
             7:30      12th Degree (Grand Master Architect)
             8:45      14th Degree (Grand Elect Mason)
             
     Saturday, November 15, 2008

             8:00      16th Degree  (Princes of Jerusalem) 
             8:50      18th Degree  (Knight of Rose Croix)
           10:10       21st Degree  (Patriarch Noachite)
           11:15       24th Degree  (Brother of the Forest)
           12:00       Lunch
             1:30       25th Degree  (Knight of the Brazen Serpent)   
             3:00       31st Degree (Knight Aspirant)
             4:15       32nd Degree  (Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret)
             5:00       Social Hour
             6:00       Banquet 

 Fall 2008 Reunion Schedule - November 14-15, 2008
Bloomington Center for the Performing Arts
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Not 
Complete, 
Without 
You!

The fall sea-
son is often 
about getting 
back togeth-
er.  Many of 
the towns 
and villages 

in central Illinois host fall festivals.  
These harvest events celebrate the 
bounty of the land and the values 
and customs that provide a sense 
of identity and community.  Often 
times families select these occa-
sions to schedule reunions.  Also, 
High Schools and Colleges have 
Homecoming Weekends that pull 
alumni from near and far back to 
renew friendships and reconnect 
with the experiences that helped 
to mold and prepare them for the 
future.

The preparation for these special 
occasions is usually a long process.  
While there is some guidance 
and coordination, the many tasks 
are usually assigned to different 
committees and volunteers who 
just make it happen.  In most 
instances, these core groups of 
dedicated, experienced individu-
als do yeoman duty supporting an 
element or aspect of the whole.  
Sometimes there are tense and 
anxiety filled moments, as final 
details are reviewed and there is 
a realization that something has 
been overlooked or unanticipated 
factors cause sudden change and 
flexibility in order to make it right.  
Most who attend, and sometimes 
even those who are focused on 
other aspects of the overall plan-
ning are never aware of or even 
realize the potential calamity.  

Our Fall Scottish Rite Reunion 
is similar in many ways to these 
other seasonal events.  It takes 
hours of planning and preparation 
by the members who volunteer, or 
are recruited to assist.  There are 
moments of concern, but in the  

 
end, willing hands and dedicated 
individuals get the work done.  
You can see the result of these 
labors and appreciate the scope of 
the effort as you review this issue.  

And the Reunion certainly pres-
ents the opportunity for each of 
us to come and renew Masonic 
acquaintances and friendships.  To 
celebrate the unique experiences 
that bind us together in a band of 
friends and brothers dedicated to 
improving self and community; 
upholding our Masonic traditions 
and seeking to share lasting and 
important values.  

This sharing is an important 
aspect of a reunion.  The central 
event is the unfolding and sharing, 
through the portrayal of our de-
grees, of the lessons and qualities 
that each of us seeks to emulate.  
While some enjoy the opportu-
nity to participate on stage, the 
necessary ingredient and focus of 
all this effort is the class of can-
didates who allow the work to be 
worthwhile and fulfilling.  

The task of recruiting candidates 
is not the work of a chosen few or 
a dedicated committee.  Each and 
every one of us should be look-
ing for the opportunity to share 
the Scottish Rite experience with 
our Masonic brethren.  You can 
appreciate that much of the work 
has taken place to prepare for this 
reunion.  The schedule of degrees, 
reservation form for meals and the 
recognition banquet are attached.  
The only tasks remaining are for 
you to acquire the signed peti-
tion, reserve the dates, and finalize 
plans for you, your candidate and 
wives to join the celebration. 

Indeed our Fall Reunion is not 
complete, without you!
    
                                          
Fraternally, 
Barry D. Weer, 33°
Commander-in-Chief
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 The following is the philosophy of 
Charles Schultz, the creator of the 
“Peanuts” comic strip. 

You don’t have to actually answer 
the questions.  Just read the article 
straight through, and you’ll get the 
point.  
 

Name the five wealthiest  1. 
           people in the world.   

Name the last five Heisman  2. 
           trophy winners.   

Name the last five winners of 3. 
           the Miss America Pagent.   

Name ten people who have 4. 
           won the Nobel or Pulitzer  
           Prize.   

Name the last half dozen  5. 
           Academy Award winner for  
           best actor and actress.   

Name the last decade’s worth 6. 
           of World Series winners.               

How did you do?     

The point is, none of us remember 
the headliners of yesterday. These 
are no second-rate achievers.  They 
are the best in their fields.  But 
the applause dies.  Awards tarnish. 
Achievements are forgotten.  Acco-
lades and certificates are buried with 
their owners.       

Here’s another quiz.  See how you 
do on this one:    

List a few teachers who  1. 
           aided your journey through  
           school.  

Name three friends who  2. 
           have helped you through a  
           difficult time.   

Name five people who have 3. 
           taught you something  
           worthwhile.    

Think of a few people who  4. 
           have made you feel appreci- 
           ated and special.   

Think of five people you  5. 
           enjoy spending time with.       

Easier?   

The lesson: 
The people who make a difference 
in your life are not the ones with the 
most credentials, 
the most money,  
or the most awards.    
They are the ones that care.        

Pass this on to those people who 
have made a difference in your life.    
“Don’t worry about the world com-
ing to an end today.  It’s already 
tomorrow in Australia.”   

(Submitted by Jim L. Grimm, 33°)

Charles Schultz Philosophy    

Jerald H. Starks reported that fifty 
children were identified in the first 
hour of the ILCHIP program at 
Calvary United Methodist Church 

in Normal, IL on August 24th.   
Jerry said that here was a good 
turnout of Masons and as always, 
dedicated help from the Rainbow 

Girls.   A total of 109 children were 
identified during the event.

At left:

Theron F. Noth 
and a happy 
Rainbow helper 
(lower left)  
conducting the 
ILCHIP video 
interview



   Deaths

John E. Williamson,  Bloomington, IL   8-22-08
Edson L. Etherton,   Loda, IL    9-4-08
Lester H. Abel,   Bloomington, IL   9-5-08
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Fall Reunion Meal Reservations

James R. DePew, 33° visiting with Kenneth W. Smith, 33° 

2008 2009 Upcoming Events
28th Degree portrayal at Valley of Danville
American Passion Play Annual Appreciation Dinner & Play

Oct.     25
           26     

DeMolay Commandery #24 Inspection
Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:00 PM - Chapter Line
Veteran’s Day
Fall Reunion - BCPA
Thanksgiving

Nov.      1  
 3
             4
            11
     14 - 15
           26

Dec.       2
             3
             4
             7
             9
           25

Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:00 - Consistory Line
MSA Christmas Dinner
Bell Ringing - Lodge of Perfection Sponsor
Delmar D. Darrah 33° Club Christmas Dinner
Mohammed Shrine Election of Officers
Christmas

Jan.       6 Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:00 - LOP Line

Deadline for ALL meal reservations is Monday, No-
vember 10th.  Reservations are required.   Please fill 
out coupon and mail to the Scottish Rite office, 302 
E. Jefferson St., Bloomington, IL  61702 or call the 
Scottish Rite office at 309-828-6077 regarding your 
reservation count and banquet meal preference.  It is 
important that we have a reservation count for the 
caterer.  You will be able to pick up your meal tickets 
at the Reunion registration desk.  All candidates 
meals are complimentary.  

There will be a CASH BAR at the banquet on  
Saturday evening. 

Please indicate how many meals you want in the line 
to the right of the price, then mail in or call:

Friday Dinner - -  $7.50 ________________
        Lasagna
       Green beans
        Tossed salad, dressings
       Garlic toast
        Brownies
       Coffee, Ice Tea, Lemonade

Saturday Continental Breakfast - - No Charge; 
      Coffee and Donuts; Donations accepted

Saturday Lunch -  $7.50 ________________
       Chili or Vegetable Soup
       Chicken Salad, Ham or Turkey Sandwich
      Cheese, tomato and lettuce
        Pasta salad
       Cookies
      Coffee, Ice Tea, Lemonade

Saturday Evening Banquet – 

 Beef Tenderloin              $22.00  ______________

 Chicken Cordon Bleu  $18.00  ______________
                   
 Red Parsley Potatoes
        Broccoli/Carrots/Cauliflower mix
       Rolls & Butter
      Dinner Salad
       Assorted Pies
      Coffee & Ice Tea



Cathedral News 5

Local Masonic Leaders Are Honored
Local area Freemasons were among a group of 104 
selected to receive the Thirty-third degree, the high-
est honor of Scottish Rite Freemasonry.  The ceremony 
took place recently in Providence, Rhode Island dur-
ing the annual meeting of the Scottish rite Supreme 
Council.  The degree is awarded for outstanding ser-

vice to Freemasonry or for significant contributions to 
humanity that reflect credit upon the fraternity.  The 
2008 recipients were chosen from 15 northeastern and 
midwestern states that comprise the 210,000 member 
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States.  
Those from Illinois were:

[BELOW - FRONT ROW, left to right]

Stanley P. Boyd,  Wheaton,  Bank Examiner

Richard T. Carnall,  LaGrange,  Sr. Claims Specialist
Robert O. Kuehn,  Park Ridge,  Attorney
Rex W. Richards Jr,  Danville,  Mill Operator

[BACK ROW, left to right]
Manfred L. Lindow,  Marengo,  Retired
David L. Newton,  Silvis,  Operator
Robert H. Orrill,  Bartonville, Electrician
Stanley L. Davidson,  Basco, Asst. Dept. Manager
Mark P. Maxwell,  Waterloo,  Administrator
Robert B.  Powers,  Chatham,  Attorney

Commander in Chief Barry D. Weer, 33° with newest thirty third degree recipient, Stanley P. Boyd, 33°



Valley Newsbriefs
Birthday Auctions

Back from the dark summer 
months the September 2nd meet-
ing birthday auction lead by 
Gordon Ropp collected $157.00.  
The auction money benefits local 
charitable organiztions each year.

Scholarship Reception
Roger Aukerman reported that 
there were nineteen Scottish Rite 
Masons present at the Scholarship 
reception held this year in the Sec-
ond Presbyterian Fellowship Hall, a 
very impressive facility.

SRRA Pool
Barry Carney reported that the 
new pool at the Scottish Rite Rec-
reation Area officially opened July 
31st.   To accommodate demand, 
the pool remained open through 
Sept. 15th.  Robert T. Trefzger, 33° 
offered a special thanks to Wally 
Crouch, John Hewitt, Barry Car-
ney and the Camp Club for their 
efforts and help with the pool.   It 
is beautiful.

Valley of 

Bloomington

News

..........
..
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Membership begins in the Lodge
by John Dorner, Membership Chairman

Membership in the Scottish 
Rite is of serious concern 
to each of us.  For those 
who have been attending 
the monthly meetings and 
reading this column in the 
newsletter, you are aware of 
the attention being given to 
this critical issue.  Our mem-
bership is falling and this 
trend needs to be reversed at 
best, and stopped at least.

The best way to make it possible for our organization to 
succeed in recruiting new members is to support our blue 
lodge activities in recruitment.   While the number of 
new candidates for the Scottish Rite has fallen over the 
years as a percentage of the blue lodge members coming 
in (which is why we need to be diligent in approaching 
our blue lodge brothers), we also need to help the lodges 
suceed in bringing in new men also.  Their success is our 
success.

It should come as no surprise that while our membership 
trends have been poor in the last decade, that the lodges 
are experiencing a similar trend.  One of the best ways 
we can support the Scottish Rite, and Masonry in gen-
eral,  for all appendant bodies, is to help men join the blue 
lodges.  It follows that if there are more men in the lodges, 
there will be more men to ask to join the Scottish Rite.

   L to R - Dennis Garrigus, MSA, 2008
    Richard Erickson, MSA elect, 2009

If you have not been to a lodge meeting in a while, drop in and 
see what they are doing.  If you know someone who should be 
a Mason, even if you don’t know if they will ever be a Scottish 
Rite Mason, start talking to them about Masonry and the blue 
lodge.  If you get them interested, then you can begin talking 
to them about the further light they can find, particularly in 
the Scottish Rite.

Things are getting exciting with membership, particularly with 
the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction.  In past columns you have 
read about some of the new programs being implemented.

Fall reunion is around the corner and will be on us before 
we know it.  Please make plans now to attend the reunion.  
And, take the time now to invite a brother, or even a non-
mason to consider joining our brotherhood and bring them 
to the Fall reunion.

Roger F. Aukerman, MSA and Robert T. Trefzger, 33° 
leading prayer at the Scholarship Reception
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Illinois DeMolay Foundation
The Illinois DeMolay Foundation has 
started a fundraising effort to properly 
support our DeMolays across the state 
of Illinois.  Our intent is to give every 
master mason an opportunity to be a 
part of this young mans organization 
by actually stepping up and taking 
ownership.

The new DeMolay is the premier 
youth organization for young men 
throughout the world.  It is dedicated 
to teaching young men to be better 
persons and better leaders.   And Il-
linois DeMolay is one of the leading 
jurisdictions in the world.   Illinois 
DeMolay, and it’s chapters, are reach-
ing out to touch all facets of a youths 
development in an effort to better meet 
our young mens needs.

Through the conducting of their own 
meetings and election of their own 
officers, the DeMolay learn structure, 
organization, and responsibility of 
leadership.  Through social activities 
the DeMolay learn the importance of 

planning,  social skills and have new 
and exciting experiences.   Through 
sports the DeMolay learn new physi-
cal skills, the importance of “team” 
and sportmanship.  Through ritual the 
DeMolay learn self discipline, public 
speaking, confidence, and the moral 
teachings of DeMolay.

The Illinois DeMolay Foundation was 
founded in 1981 for the sole purpose 
of supporting Illinois DeMolay.  The 
Foundation is composed of representa-
tives of the Illinois Grand Lodge of 
Illinois, York Rite, Scottish Rite and 
Shrines.

Today, funding is needed more than 
ever to support the programs of Illinois 
DeMolay.   We are calling on every 
mason in Illinois to respond to this 
need.   Your contribution to the Illinois 
DeMolay Foundation can help DeMo-
lay in its goal of helping good young 
men to become better.

Please help.

All donors will receive acknowledge-
ment in the new Illinois DeMolay 
Yearbook published at the Illinois 
Conclave.

For a donation of $100.00 you will be-
come a member of the Illinois DeMo-
lay Diamond Club as an honored 
donor, receive acknowledgment in the 
new Illinois DeMolay Yearbook, and a 
one year subscription to “The Inquisi-
tor”, the Illinois DeMolay Newsletter.

For a donation of $1000.00 you will 
become a member of the DeMolay 
Platinum Club as an exceptional donor, 
acknowledgment in the new Illinois 
DeMolay Yearbook, receive a lifetime 
subscription to “The Inquisitor”, and 
periodic notices of DeMolay activities.

Please send your donation to the:

Illinois DeMolay Foundation
  8809 Highland Court
  Rock Island, IL  61201   

More than 1,500 Thirty-third Degree 
Masons and their ladies gathered in 
Providence, Rhode Island, recently for 
the annual meeting of Scottish Rite 
Masons in the Northern Masonic 
Jurisdiction.  The Supreme Council is 
the governing body for 210,000 Scot-
tish Rite Masons in the 15 Northeast 
and Midwest states of the Northern 
Jurisdiction.

Those in attendance included Grand 
Masters from the 15 Grand Lodges in 
the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction and 
representatives from 24 Scottish Rite 
jurisdictions around the world.

Re-elected to another three-year term 
were John Wm. McNaughton as 
Sovereign Grand Commander and Jim 
S. Deyo as Grand Lieutenant Com-
mander.

Newly elected at the meeting were 
Harold L. Aldrich of Varysburg, New 
York, as Grand Minister of State; 
Donald G. Hicks Jr. of Leominster, 
Massachusetts, as Grand Treasurer 
General; and C. De Forrest Trexler 
of Macungie, Pennsylvania, as Grand 
Secretary General.  New state Deputies 
include Peter J. Samiec for New York 
and Eric Ginette for Vermont.

Three new members were elected to 
the governing board of the Supreme 
Council.   They are Matthew P. Puskar-
ich of Cadiz, Ohio; David L. Sharkis, 
of Waterbury, Connecticut; and John 
K. Takian Jr. of Cranston, Rhode Is-
land.  Retiring from the board is James 
E. Olmstead of Perrysburg, Ohio.

The Medal of Honor was presented by 
Grand Commander McNaughton 
 

 to Gardner C. Sconyers of Newport, 
Rhode Island.

The week-long meeting concluded 
with the conferral of the Thirty-third 
Degree upon 104 members who 
were selected for dedicated service to 
Scottish Rite Freemasonry or service 
reflecting credit upon the fraternity.

Four in Illinois were elected to receive 
the Thirty-third degree at Boston, MA 
on August 25, 2009:

Robert L. Blacketer,  Danville

Robert B. DeMent Jr.,  Alsip

Robert M. Hopkins,  Lawrenceville

Daryl W. Selock,  Palatine

Supreme Council - 2008
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THREE STEPS TO SUCCESS

Here are three simple steps to make 
things happen in your life:

DO IT.  Dr. Norman Vincent Peale 
put it like this: “Action is a great
restorer and builder of confidence.  
Inaction is not only the result,
but the cause, of fear.  Perhaps the 
action you take will be
successful; perhaps different action or 
adjustments will have to
follow.  But any action is better than 
no action at all.”

If you wait until you have all the facts 
or until you know how you
will handle every possible challenge 
that comes along, you’ll never
get started. Begin somewhere. You 
can’t accomplish anything until you
begin. Do it.

DO IT RIGHT.  One poet put it like 
this:
    “If a task is once begun,
    never leave until it’s done.
    Be the labor great or small,
    do it well or not at all.”

It’s true: if you don’t have time to do 
it right, when will you find
time to do it over? Do it right.

DO IT RIGHT NOW.  In the Span-
ish-American War, as the American
soldiers were trying to capture San 
Juan Hill, they were thrown back
again and again.  The black powder 
ammunition they were using
pinpointed their position for their 
enemies.  As soldier after
soldier toppled, the troops began to 
panic.  Up rode Teddy Roosevelt,
on a little horse named “Texas,” urg-
ing his men on.   Encouraged by his

 
bravery in exposing himself to the 
whizzing bullets, the troops began
to cheer their commander.

“Don’t cheer, men,” Roosevelt called 
out to them.  “Fight!  Now’s the
time to fight!”

There is a time to cheer. A time to 
reflect. A time to plan. A time
to reminisce. But there is also a time 
to act. Those who accomplish
anything worthwhile know that time 
is now.

Do it. Do it right. Do it right now. 
These are three simple steps to
success.
 
 
50 Wonderful Stories from Steve 
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