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The 2008 Fall Reunion of the Scot-
tish Rite Bodies, Valley of 
Bloomington, Ill., was held on 
November 14 and 15, 2008 at its 
old home the Bloomington Center 
for the Performing Arts.   The 
Presiding Officers were there 
to open the bodies and lead the 
work.  

The Valley presented the six re-
quired degrees and five additional 
degrees, a very abitious offering 
according to Director of Work 
Dennis D. Garrigus, M.S.A. Den-
nis expressed his pride and praise 
for all the work portrayed and the 
thanked all the degree masters 
and actors.  The five additional 
degrees included:
Eighth Degree—Intendant of the 
Building
Twelfth Degree—Master of Mercy
Twenty-First Degree—Patriarch 
Noachite
Twenty-Fourth Degree—Brother 
of the Forest and the 
Twenty-Fifth Degree—Master of 
Achievement.

There were a number of visiting 

brethren from other valleys and 
states in the Northern Masonic 
Jurisdiction who came to our re-
union to see some of these degrees 
because they are rarely portrayed 
in their own valley.
Commander in Chief Barry D. 
Weer, 33° reported that he talked 
to several of these visiting breth-
ren and they were very impressed 
with the high quality of work 
portrayed in our Valley of Bloom-
ington.   We were very happy to 
have them join us and participate 
with us in the festivities of the 
occasion.

Dennis Garrigus also praised the 
work of the stage crew headed 
by Bill E. Tanner and his excel-
lent crew, many of whom work 
the American Passion Play each 
year.    They practiced setting the 
sets during the rehearsals which 
gave them opportunity to make 
sure they had everything needed 
and knew where it was.  As Den-
nis commented at the December 
Stated meeting, the Stage Crew 
was fast and had all degrees set 
within the tight alloted time-

frames throughout the reunion.  
Bill Tanner said that the practice 
made all the difference in their 
time and efficiency.

Dennis also had high marks for 
wardrobe managed by Charles 
Bartlett and Dale F. Arbour.  They 
had most costumes racked and 
ready to go for each degree.  In 
the off season we will look at get-
ting some costumes repaired or 
replaced.    Dennis also had fond 
praise for all the other brethren 
who dilligently work the doors, 
reception, hosting candiates. 
stamping Passports and attending 
the degrees.   

We hope our candidates 
received instruction, inspiration 
and spiritual benefit from the 
dramatic presentation of the Scot-
tish Rite Degrees and we welcome 
them into our fellowship.   We 
had reasonable attendance by our 
membership and we want our 
visitors sincerely to know they are 
always welcome in our Temple 
and hope they found our hospital-
ity warm and sincere.

Valley of Bloomington Fall Reunion a Big Success
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The Year 
     in 
Review

We have begun 
to see on TV 
and in the pa-
pers the usual 
end-of-year 
summaries and 
commentary 
about notable 

events during the last year.  Next we 
will hear from the pundits, futurists 
and knowledgeable commentators 
what the coming year has in store.  
Recognizing my own limitations in 
this realm, I will share my own Valley 
of Bloomington entry into this year 
end tradition.

The numerous activities the Valley 
sponsors during a year provide oppor-
tunities for members to enjoy Mason-
ic fellowship while involved in social 
or service settings.  During the year 
many of our members participated in: 
the Family Picnic at the Scottish Rite 
Recreation Area; the Valentine’s Din-
ner; Blood Drive; Constitution Trail 
clean up day; in cooperation with 
Lodges in the area, support of several 
Illinois CHIP (Child Identification 
Program) events in local areas and 
at the McLean County Fair; Family 
Fun Day; and the Feast of the Paschal 
Lamb Observance, among other spe-
cial activities.  In preparation for the 
Spring Reunion, the Valley again took 
our work on the road as a dedicated 
group of members gathered in April 
at Gibson City to present the 4th and 
6th degrees.  

A once in a lifetime project was 
completed in mid summer as the new 
swimming pool at the Scottish Rite 
Recreation Area was inaugurated into 
use during the annual Illinois Mason-
ic Childrens Home camp experience.  
It is marvelous to realize generations 
will enjoy this improvement to the 
Valley’s camping facilities at Lake 
Bloomington.

The Reunions in May and November 
are certainly worthy of mention.  The 
Valley of Bloomington continued our 
scheduled rotation of all the Scot-
tish Rite degrees.  Brethren from the 
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction have 
become aware of this unique circum-
stance and we welcomed brothers 

from Ohio, California, Michigan, 
Indiana and other Valleys in Illinois 
to view our portrayals and have their 
passport stamped to document wit-
nessing another degree in their quest 
to see all twenty-nine of the Scottish 
Rite Degrees.  The thirteen candidates 
initiated during these two Reunions 
were cordially welcomed into the fel-
lowship and work of the Rite.  

The fall Reunion is the traditional 
time for us to recognize friends and 
brothers for having attained sig-
nificant milestones of Scottish Rite 
Membership or honor them for 
distinguished service or involvement 
in the work of the Valley, the Rite, 
Freemasonry in general, or for man-
kind.  It is always a pleasure to honor 
good work well done. 

The fall season also permitted the 
Valley to recognize those Students 
from the area who were recipients 
of the various scholarships awarded 
by the Illinois Scottish Rite Scholar-
ship Fund or the Supreme Council’s 
Abbot or Grand Lodge of Illinois.  It 
is heartening to participate as we con-
gratulate and encourage these scholars 
as they pursue their higher education 
goals and career aspirations!

I know there were other items that 
probably merit mention, but I am sure 
you will appreciate from this review 
that your Valley has completed an ac-
tive and successful year.    As we look 
to the future we should also recognize 
more work and challenges are ahead.  
Not being a pundit, what I can share 
with you are the goals your officers are 
fine tuning strategies to tackle.
 
 How do we enhance the op-
portunities for fellowship and fun in 
the Rite’s work? 
 How do we broaden participa-
tion of current members in the activi-
ties and events of the Valley?
How can we attract more candidates 
to join us in the work of the Rite?

Certainly, your involvement and assis-
tance will help us achieve these goals!
                                           
Fraternally, 

Barry D. Weer, 33°
Commander-in-Chief
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  Bloomington Consistory Invites You To Join in  
    Honoring our Ladies at a Valentine’s Dinner

Sunday, February 8, 2009
Jim’s Steak House

Gather and Social at 5:30 P.M.      Dinner at 6:00 P.M.

Please call Billy Burden at (309) 530-0099 or Nellie at the Office at 
(309) 828-6077 for Reservations by  January 30th

Joshua A. Biagioni, Dalzell # 67 Donald B. Boyd, LeRoy # 221 Tyler M. Clark, Normal # 673

Lance	N.	Lowery,	Wade	Barney		#	512 Gary G. Goveia, LeRoy # 221 Gerald R. Gooding, LeRoy # 221

Gary L. Welch, DeWitt # 84 Organist Tom Booth, Monmouth, IL from Valley of Peoria

Sherwood Smith, candidate host



   Deaths

Royce H. Bartlett,  Atlanta, IL  11/07/08

William F. McArty,  Decatur, IL  10/20/08

Paul Nelson,  Crete, IL  09/18/08 

James B. Dickison,  Cape Girardeau, MO   
    01/30/08 

Ezra D. Hislop,   Monticello, IL  12/07/07
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L to R: 2nd Lt. Commander Robert T. Trefzger, 33°  with  
25	year	men	Ralph	J.	Gibson	and	Jeffrey	T.	Maden

L	to	R	-	Paul	A.	Adams,	Raymond	E.		Shifflet	with	
60 years of Scottish Rite Service

This year the Valley was honored to have two breth-
ren who have reached their 60 year milestone in 
the Scottish Rite.  Brothers Shiflett and Adams were 
present at the Fall Reunion Banquet to accept their 
certificates.   Commander in Chief Barry D. Weer, 33° 
related what an honor it was for him to recognize 
these members who have served the Valley for such 
long and distinguished periods.    

Following the 60 year awards brother Weer intro-
duced seven fifty year members who were bestowed 
their pins and certificates by Thrice Potent Master 
Theron F. Noth and Most Wise Master Paul D. Dil-
low.  Living members who could not attend the 
banquet will be sent their pins and certificates.

There were two members present for 25 year recog-
nition.  2nd Lt. Commander Robert T. Trefzger, 33° 
presented their pins and certificates.   

2008 2009 Upcoming Events
Dec.     25 Christmas

Jan.  1      
 5
 6
           17

New Year’s Day
Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:00 - LOP Line
Blood Drive-Council Sponsor
Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:00 - Council Line
Valentine’s Day Dinner - Consistory Sponsor
Planning Committee Mtg-2010 Events: Jun 1-May 31

Feb.       2  
 3
             8
            14

Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:00 - Chapter Line
Selection Mtg - AASR Office - 8:00 PM - Officers:  MSA,  
Bloomington Medal 
St. Patrick’s Day
Spring begins

Mar.       2  
 3
             

           17
           21

Feast of the Paschal Lamb - Rose Croix Sponsor
Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:00 - Consistory Line
Easter Sunday
Spring Reunion-BCPA

Apr.       5  
 6
 7
            12
       24-25

Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM  
Annual Meeting & Election of Officers - 7:00 PM, All Preside 
Mother’s Day 
Dedication of Normal Lodge # 673

May       4  
 5

            10
           30

Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:00 - Council Line
Illinois Council of Deliberation-Chateau, Bloomington, IL

Jun.       1  
 2
   26 & 27
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Fall 2008 Class:   Top row - L to R: Gary G. Goveia, Gerald R. Gooding, Donald B. Boyd and Lance N. Lowery
   Bottom row - L to R:  Tyler M. Clark, Joshua A. Biagioni and Gary L. Welch

Fifty year recipients:   L to R - Ivan E. Scott, MSA, Harry E. Riddle, Jr., 33°,	John	H.	Butterfield,	Gaylord	T.	Maden,	
                                                         James  E. Meyer, George R. Walters and  Dr. John L. Wright



Valley Newsbriefs

Scholarship Applications

Roger Aukerman reported that there 
were nineteen Scottish Rite Masons 
present at the Scholarship reception 
held this year in the Second Presby-
terian Fellowship Hall, a very impres-
sive facility.

Valley of 

Bloomington

News

..........
..
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Thrice Potent Master Theron F. Noth presenting the O. E. 
Haning Fellowship Award to Michael R. Fowler, 33° TPM Theron F. Noth presenting  Russell A. McCulley 

the Bloomington Medal for Service for Freemasonry 

Most Wise Master Paul Dillow presenting Dale F. 
Arbour the Bloomington Medal for Reunion Service

Awarded to recognize and honor 
members of the Valley of Bloom-
ington who support our ritualistic
work and membership develop-
ment, or who render exceptional 
service for Freemasonry.  This gold 
version of the “Spirit of the Found-
ers” medallion is suspended by a 
colored ribbon in relation to one 
of the following classifications and 
accordant requirements. 

Blue Ribbon-Service for Freema-
sonry is awarded to a member of 
the Valley by unanimous vote of the 
Board of Trustees for “exceptional 
service for Freemasonry.”

Red Ribbon for Reunion Service 
is awarded to a member of the Val-

ley for “exceptional reunion service 
and ritualistic work” (sustained 
service and excellence of endeavor 
either on a reunion committee or 
with degrees or in a production 
support role).

Blue Ribbon-O.E. Haning, Jr. 
Fellowship Award is awarded to a 
member of the Valley by unanimous 
vote of the Presiding Officers “who 
exemplifies the qualities of friend-
ship and caring, characteristics
of O.E. Haning Jr.”   This award 
may be made to any member of the 
Valley.  Officers “who exemplifies 
the qualities of friendship and car-
ing, characteristics of O.E. Haning 
Jr.”  Only one such award may be 
given in any fiscal year.

The Bloomington Medals

The Zerrubabel Council, Princes of
Jerusalem, in conjunction with Nor-
mal Lodge #673 and the American
Red Cross, will hold its seventh an-
nual blood drive on Saturday, Janu-
ary 17, 2008 from 8 am to noon at 
Normal Lodge Hall, 102 Broadway, 
Normal.
Past year’s events were extremely
successful according to the Red 
Cross.

To sign-up to donate blood call
Nellie at the Scottish Rite Office
(309) 828-6077 or 
John Dorner at Normal
Lodge (309) 452-3109 .  
 
If you have any questions about this 
program, contact us and we will be
happy to answer all your questions.

Valley of Bloomington
  Annual Blood Drive
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WE NEED EACH OTHER
Many living things need each other to 
survive.  I have lived for most of my life 
near trees known as Colorado aspens. 
If you are familiar with this tree, you 
may have noticed that it does not grow 
alone.
Aspens are found in clusters, or groves. 
We’re told that the reason for this is 
because aspens can multiply from the 
roots.   They send up lots of new shoots 
every year.   These become saplings 
that grow quickly and make new baby 
aspens of their own.  In some groves, 
all of the trees may actually be con-
nected by their roots.   It is as if they 
are one tree.

Another tree, the giant California red-
wood, may tower 300 feet into the sky. 
We’ve seen pictures of tunnels carved 
into massive trunks wide enough to 
drive an automobile through.   It seems 
they would require the deepest of roots 
to anchor them against strong winds. 

But instead their roots are actually 
shallow -- they spread out wide in
search of surface water.   And they 
reach in all directions, intertwining 
with roots of other redwoods.  Locked 
together in this way, all the trees sup-
port each other in wind and storms.

Aspens and redwoods never stand 
alone. They need one another to
survive.

People, too, are connected by a system 
of roots.   We grow up in families that 
nurture and guide us.   We learn early 
to make friends who support us in dif-
ferent ways.   We are not meant to sur-
vive long without others.   And like the 
giant redwoods, we do best when we 
hold onto one another and help each 
other to keep standing through life’s 
storms.   We need others to hold us up, 
encourage us and to stand with us.

When I’m not doing well, it is often 
because I am going it alone.   I don’t 
always let others in.   I forget to ask for 
help;  I keep my problems to myself. 
And though I may not see it, others 
around me might be doing the same 
thing.

It helps to remember how much like 
those trees we really are. It might
be time to let someone else help hold 
you up for awhile.   Or perhaps
someone needs to hang on to you.

-- Steve Goodier

Brother Jim Grimm who supplied 
this article notes that the Scottish 
Rite expands our Masonic family and 
strengthens our Masonic family roots. 

As a member of the Scottish Rite are 
you expanding your Masonic roots 
by assisting others during this season 
of cheer and thankfulness, by attend-
ing Masonic events and participating 
in their activities, and by helping to 
strenghten our Scottish Rite family 
through the sponsorship of non-Scot-
tish Rite Masons to join our Valley or 
non-Masons to join our Blue Lodges?  

Our Masonic family can grow only 
with your commitment of support 
to our Masonic heritage and roots, 
similar to the bonding of the roots of 
the Colorado aspens and California 
redwoods.  Why not make the com-
mitment in 2009 to expand the roots 
of the Masonic fraternity, especially 
the Scottish Rite, by inviting at least 
one other man to become a sapling in 
our forest of Masonic men committed 
to improve the brotherhood of men 
throught their actions in society?

Our 2008 Valley of Bloomington 
MSA recipient was Dennis D. Gar-
rigus, MSA.   Dennis is retired from 
banking and runs his own vinyl busi-
ness.  He and Michele have one child, 
Michael.

Brother Garrigus has served as Wor-
shipful Master of George
A. Sentel Lodge #764 in Sullivan after 
transferring his membership from 
Normal Lodge #673.  Dennis was a 
member of
the Fall Class of candidates in 1985.  
He served our Valley with
distinction as Sovereign Prince of 
Zerubbabel Council Princes
of Jerusalem, 16° from 1995–1996.   
He was a recipient of the
Bloomington Medal for Service to 
Reunions in 1998.  Dennis is currently 
Director of Work.

The Thirty-Third Degree is the high-
est degree and can only be granted and 
conferred by the Supreme Council.  
Each year at the Supreme Council 
meeting a number of  Thirty-second 
Degree Masons are elected to receive 
the Thirty-third Degree because of 
“outstanding service to the Fraternity 
or for service to others which reflects 
credit upon the Order.”   Our recipi-
ent this year Stanley P. Boyd, 33° was 
created a Sovereign Grand Inspector 
General, 33° and made an Honor-
ary Member of the Supreme Council, 
N.M.J. at its Annual Meeting in Provi-
dence, Rhode Island., on August 26, 
2008.   Illustrious Brother Boyd was 
raised to the Sublime Degree of Mas-
ter Mason in Arts & Crafts Lodge, 
#1017, A.F. & A.M. in May
1977.  He served as Worshipful Master 
in 1988-1989.  He is now a member
of Normal Lodge, #673.

Stan was a member of the Fall Re-
union class of 1977.  He served
our Valley as Thrice Potent Master of 
Bloomington Lodge of Perfection in 
1996–1997.  He has worked in several 
degrees as a cast member as well as a 
Degree Master or Assistant Degree 
Master.  He is a plural member in the 
Valley of Chicago.

He is a member of the York Rite 
Bodies of Bloomington and is a
recipient of the Knight York Cross of 
Honour. Stan was the Right Eminent 
Grand Commander of the State of Il-
linois in 2001.  He served the Bloom-
ington Shrine Club as its Treasurer 
for many years before his profession 
moved him to Wheaton, Illinois.  
Stanley is a retired Bank Examiner for 
the State of Illinois.  He resides with 
his wife Donna in Wheaton. He has 
one adult daughter, Dawn. 

What are the M.S.A. and the Thirty-Third Degree Designations?
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Stanley P. Boyd, 33°Michelle and Dennis D. Garrigus, M.S.A. after giving him his new cap
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