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Valley of Bloomington Spring Reunion
April 24 & 25, 2009

Bloomington Center for the Performing Arts

Cathedral News

Friday, April 24, 2009
  6:00   4th Degree  (Master Traveler) 
  6:30   9th Degree  (Master Elect of Nine)
  8:00   10th Degree  (Master Elect of Fifteen) 
 
Saturday, April 25, 2009
   8:00 14th Degree (Grand Elect Mason) 
   9:10 15th Degree (Knight of the East or Sword) 
 10:25 18th Degree (Knight of the Rose Croix)
 11:25 Lunch
  1:00  19th Degree (Grand Pontiff) 
  2:10  31st Degree (Knight Aspirant) 
  3:05 32nd Degree (Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret)
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         The 
   Constancy   
         of   
    Change

 
   If your work  
   environ- 
   ment is  
   anything 
like     mine, you 
may often feel overwhelmed with 
change.  It seems folks just go 
out and fiddle with things that 
don’t need fixing!  While we often 
are frustrated with what seems 
an endless pendulum swing of 
change, many changes have posi-
tive and meaningful outcomes.  
I just had the opportunity to 
attend the first Leadership Semi-
nar conducted by the Supreme 
Council.  This retreat brought 
leaders from the Valleys of the 
fifteen Northeastern United States 
together to participate in work-
shops and presentations designed 
to help to improve our Rite, and 
assist in achieving the goals and 
aspirations we all have to keep the 
fraternity relevant and vibrant for 
today’s members.
We were challenged to review all 
of our programs and events to en-
sure that they have elements that 
address Inspiration, Convenience, 
and Enjoyment.  You may ask why 
these three points?  
Recently the Officers of our Su-
preme Council have been exam-
ining our current practices and 
programs.  As a result of this 
study, they realized that the Scot-
tish Rite would benefit from a 
change; by returning to our roots 
and placing an emphasis on the 
aspects of fraternity that for years 
have drawn men to our ranks and 
provided the satisfaction of mem-
bership.  We want to belong to an 
organization that has principles 
that we can believe in, and causes 
us to aspire to improve ourselves 
and the world around us.  We 
want to be inspired to take action 
in our lives, and certainly we often 
find this inspiration in our degrees 
and programs.  
But in this day and age, we also 
have come to expect convenience.  

Now there are a number of ways 
to experience convenience.  It may 
just be the ease with which we can 
accomplish a desired outcome.  
Or it might be, when taking our 
degrees on the road, to meet our 
brethren and candidates where 
they live.  I expect you will see 
expansion of these efforts in the 
years to come, and if you have 
suggestions on how we can make 
our programs and fellowship 
more convenient, please let us 
know.
We also want to create opportuni-
ties to enjoy good, wholesome fel-
lowship and fun.  Indeed, I know I 
can say my best friends are Ma-
sons.  Men I enjoy being around, 
be it when sharing experiences 
working on projects and pro-
grams, or just playing a game of 
cards.  These are men who are fun 
to be with, and my life is richer for 
the experience.
So, I challenge you to look for a 
convenient opportunity to find the 
enjoyment and inspiration in your 
Rite! 
Finally, by the time you receive 
this issue of the Cathedral News, 
we will be fast upon the Annual 
Meeting and Election of Offi-
cers.  It is hard to believe that two 
years have elapsed since I became 
Commander-in-Chief.  Looking 
back, I have no regrets but a great 
deal of appreciation.  No, we did 
not achieve every goal, but we 
made strides in the right direction.  
For all who have contributed to 
these strides, my thanks for your 
untiring work and support.
I also appreciate the core of offi-
cers who are about to advance.  I 
look forward to the new energy, 
enthusiasm and drive that will 
undoubtedly be exhibited as they 
begin their year or years of service 
to the Rite.  It will be my pleasure 
and privilege to support them as 
they work through the constancy 
of change!

Fraternally,

Barry D. Weer, 33°
Commander-in-Chief
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11th Annual Grand Lodge of Illinois 
Golf Tournament - El Paso Golf Club

Monday June 29, 2009
All Proceeds benefit Illinois 

Masonic Student Assistance Program
Open to General Public, Masons and non-Masons

Shotgun Start at 12:00 p.m.
Tournament package only $80 per person

includes the greens fee, golf cart, a box lunch and 
5:30 p.m. Steak Dinner

Information - Benny Grisham at 217-529-8900

3Cathedral News

Spring 
Reunion 

April
24 - 25

at
BCPA

Shrine Golf Outing - El Paso Golf Club
May 18, 2009

Grand Master’s Class
Saturday,  June 6, 2009
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Conferral of the 2nd and 3rd degrees only.  Held at five 
locations throughout the state, with the closest being 
Decatur Masonic Lodge.  The Valleys of Bloomington and 
Danville will portray the 4th Degree after the Blue Lodge 
degrees for the new Master Masons. 

Left - Right: Richard M. Erickson, MSA, Donald R. Gottselig, MSA, Winfred McElroy, 33° and Edward Smiley, MSA

New Technology for the Scottish Rite

The Valley of Bloomington is going to try the email 
marketing program “constantcontact.com” over the 
next few months.  This company can do mass email 
mailings and onlinesurveys with a wide variety of 
templates that they provide.

What can you do?   Provide your email address to  
David Young at “execsec@aasrbloomington.org”.

So during the pilot some of you will receive emails 
once or twice per month to provide more constant 
contact with our membership.



   Deaths

T. Kinahan Rulem,  Spring Grove, IL   9-5-02
Ronald Hansen,  Morris, IL   6-28-08
James H. Andrews,  Port Charlotte, FL   10-10-08
Alfred J. Ficker,  Twin Falls, ID   1-6-09
William F. Dyer,  Cliinton, IL   2-4-09
Marion C. Walton,  Savoy, IL   2-20-09
Gene F. Earley,  West Branch, MI   3-10-09
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  Garage Sale - May 1st, 2nd, 3rd
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Masonic Temple
302 East Jefferson Street

Bloomington
Benefit for Community Health Care Clinic

Providing Health Care for the Uninsured

Will pick up items if needed. 
No Clothing Accepted

Donations: Call Bernie 309-706-5117

Sponsored by Wade Barney Lodge 512

2009 Upcoming Events
April
    18 - 19
    24 - 25
       

SRRA Clean-up Weekend; lunch provided on the 18th
Scottish Rite Spring Reunion at BCPA

May      4  
             5

           17
           30

Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM  
Annual Meeting & Election of Officers - 7:00 PM, All Preside 
Installation of Officers
Dedication of Normal Lodge # 673

Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:00 - Council Line
Illinois Council of Deliberation-Chateau, Bloomington, IL

June     1  
 2
   26 & 27

July       6
             7     
          TBD    

Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Meeting — SRRA - No Stated Meeting
Family Fun Play Day, location TBD, Council

BUILDING ON VALUES

“I don’t subscribe to the thesis, ‘Let 
the buyer beware,’” said the late 
writer Isaac Asimov.  “I prefer the 
disregarded one that goes, ‘Let the 
seller be honest.’”

Look at the financial problems of 
today’s world.  How many of these 
problems were the result of inferior 
products (dubious mortgages, in this 
case) sold to unaware buyers?  

I am convinced that long-range suc-
cessful businesses, and truly success-
ful lives, are built on values. Two of 
those values are honesty and integrity.

Over a century ago, clothier John 
Wanamaker, whose retail business 
grew into one of the world’s first de-
partment stores, would have agreed. 
Wanamaker is sometimes called the 
father of modern advertising. He in-
stilled the attitude of utmost honesty 
in his employees.

The story is told of one of his adver-
tising people who was instructed to 
make a sign promoting neckties that 
were reduced in price from one dollar 
apiece to 25 cents.  After person-
ally examining the ties, the marketer 
asked, “Are they any good?”

“No, they’re not,” he was told.

Wanamaker would have been com-
pletely honest, so the ad copy had to 
reflect the attitude of the store.  The 
necktie advertisement was finally 
written this way:  “They are not as 
good as they look, but they are good 
enough at 25 cents.”  The department 
sold out of ties almost immediately 
and was forced to purchase several 
more weeks’ supply of cheap ties to 
fill the persistent demand (Selling 
Solutions, Juanita Ruiz, Ed., Oct. 
1995).

Wanamaker believed that only a 
business based on values has real 
value.  And businesses of value are 
always successful.

Can’t it also be said that a life built 
on values has real value? And when 
you and I build our lives on honesty 
and integrity, we will likewise know 
success.

-- Steve Goodier

Jim L. Grimm, 33° submitted this 
article for our thought and reflec-
tion.  Jim poses the question: “Do we 
(Masons) offer honesty and integrity 
to members and nonmembers of our 
fraternity?”  
Yes, by all means.   We are a body of 
men of honorable men from all walks 
of life.  So, related to this is “Do we 
offer value?  And, if so, what is the 
value that we offer?”   Let us know 
your thoughts on our value offered.

Our core value is service to God, our 
country, our family and our neighbors 
and being good to ourselves.
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Annual  Meeting and 
Election of Officers

Conforming to Article 1, Section 1 of 
the Bylaws of the Coordinate Bodies, 
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of Free-
masonry, Valley of Bloomington, notice 
is hereby given that the Annual Meeting 
will be held at the Bloomington Ma-
sonic Temple, 302 E. Jefferson Street, 
Bloomington, at 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, May 
5, 2009.

Pursuant to Article III, Bloomington 
Consistory, 32°,  Bloomington Lodge 
of Perfection, 14°,  Zerubbabel Coun-
cil, Princes of Jerusalem, 16°, and  Mt. 
Calvary Chapter Rose Croix, 18°, will 
conduct election of officers and appoint-
ments will be made.

The Annual Reports of the offices will be 
made along with other business which 
may properly be considered and acted 
upon at the meeting.  All members in 
good standing of the Scottish Rite,
Valley of Bloomington are entitled to 
attend and vote on matters before the 
bodies.

Theron F. Noth
Thrice Potent Master
Bloomington Lodge of Perfection

J. Eric Barringer
Sovereign Prince
Zerubbabel Council, Princes of Jerusa-
lem

Paul J. Dillow
Most Wise Master
Mt. Calvary Chapter, Rose Croix

Barry D. Weer, 33°
Commander-in-Chief
Bloomington Consistory

Attest:
David Young, 33°
Executive Secretary

Danny J. Leifel, 33° and Andrew R. Erickson

Steven C. Nicholson, 33° and Benjamin D. Young

Illinois Active James L. Tungate, 33°



      C. Waldon Crouch, 33°, surveying the new pool at SRRA 

Valley Newsbriefs

ATTN.  ALL LINE OFFICERS

PLEASE ATTEND THE 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
ON MAY 5th AND ATTEND 
THE INSTALLATION OF 
OFFICERS ON SUNDAY 
MAY 17th. 
The May 17 Installation of Of-
ficers will be held at the Bloom-
ington Masonic Temple.  Social 
and pictures from 1:00 to 1:45 
pm.  Installation will start at 2:00 
pm. 
Social after glow to be an-
nounced.
Presiding Officers, please keep 
the Executive Secretary informed 
of the attendance and selection of 
your line officers for the election 
and installation. 
 
Thank you
Billy M. Burden, 33° 
1st. Lt. Commander

Valley of 

Bloomington

News

..........
..

..........
..........

We will be preparing the Campground 
for the coming season of Camping and 
picnicing.  Most of the work will be 
completed on Saturday the 18th.
We will be moving the benches and 
Picnic tables out of their winter storage 
locations and  put them on the camp 
sites and around the fire rings. 
Many hands will make light work on 
this Saturday.  So come out and help 
get the camp ready for the season.  
We’ll have a potluck lunch Saturday, so 
make your favorite dish and dessert to 
share at the lunch.
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Scottish Rite Recreation Area  - Clean-up Weekend  April 18

SRRA Rates and Fee for 2009
Following are the rates for the Camping Club, 2009  
camping and renting the Lodge:
• Dues for the Camping Club $7
• Renting a Camp Site for the season $150 ( This includes  
   the first 25 nights of camping fees)
• Air Conditioning $1 a day
• Camping fees $5- Club members $10-Guest of members
• Picnics, dinners, etc. $1.00 per person per day $20.00  
   minimum per day
• Lodge Fee Overnight $2.00 per person per night $25.00 
   minimum per day
Caribbean Day at the Pool

SRRA will be planning a fun day at the pool, weather permitting, on  
August 8.  They need any items that could be used to decorate. 
Barry Carney is working on steel bank music and some have dug out 
grass skirts and palm trees.  
A fun auction is also being planned.  Join in the fun by making home-
made pies, jellies, etc.  There may be several theme baskets for auction 
also.  
All proceeds will go to the camping club.  If you would like to help or 
donate, please contact Cindy Veselak
(cveselak@hotmail.com).
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Grand Lodge of Texas Internet Committee Masonic Education Lesson 
Courtesy of Bro. Bob Northcutt and the Grand Lodge of 
Texas Masonic Education Committee 
   
 Time and the Mason 12-31-08
   
 In an age when everything seems to be faster and more 
hectic, it is interesting to note that Masonry appears sta-
tionary and rooted in the past with its rituals, legends, and 
language. To many its lessons seem out of step with the 
contemporary world and of a different era. But such is not 
the case, for a life based on a code of morality, tolerance of 
others; brotherly love and affection, and a search for truth 
must be a universal and timeless goal.
 
 While transportation, communication, and entertainment 
speed up daily, one element of our lives has not changed, 
namely time! The twelve months of the ancients, the seven 
days, the twelve hours, sixty minutes, and even the sixty 
seconds move as they always have, one step at a time. 
Regardless of the external world, each Mason is given his 
space of time in which to live and to live well. 
 
 There are three principal symbols alluding to the use of 
time, namely the twenty-four inch gauge, the hour glass, 
and the scythe. The gauge is presented to the Entered Ap-
prentice teach him to discipline himself in his use of time, 
finding a portion for his vocation, a portion for service 
to God and a distressed worthy Brother, and portion for 
refreshment and sleep. It is interesting that some, such as 
Albert Pike, have interpreted these portions as being eight 
hours, while others only suggest to divide one’s time into 
three portions and apply them wisely, as a good Mason 
should. 
 

 Certainly the hour glass clearly illustrates how the move-
ment of the minute grains of sand mirrors the impercep-
tible movement of time. Without reflection and thought, 
the seconds become minutes, the minutes become hours, 
and lo, a year, or a lifetime, has passed. The old saying, “As 
the sands in the hour glass, so are the days of our lives”, 
becomes most apparent when we slow down and reflect. 
Herein is found one of the most important reasons to re-
visit our part in each of the three Degrees and reflect upon 
those lessons of life, their meanings, and our role in build-
ing a Spiritual Temple. Within the Lodge we can find both 
meaning and peace of mind. 
 
 The hour glass allegorically is shown with an old man with 
white hair and beard, two white wings at his back, and a 
scythe. In the third degree the scythe is described as an 
emblem of time and the finality of man’s life within the ter-
restrial sphere. It clearly symbolizes the end of life on earth. 
Age is the reaper of the life and the final step before facing 
judgment. Likewise the old man is pictured with a weeping 
virgin and disentangling her ringlets, which is to teach the 
Mason that time, patience, and perseverance will overcome 
all things except death. To earn plaudits from Above and 
find the True Word must be the Mason’s true goals. 
 
 So it is each Mason should understand that the lessons 
within the Lodge, its symbols, rituals, and allegories require 
time, study, reflection, and commitment. The external world 
is constantly changing, but the internal world of spirit, mo-
rality, integrity, peace, and happiness has not. Each second, 
minute, hour and day is a gift from the Great Architect of 
the Universe to man and to the good Mason this time is a 
precious gift to be applied well.

         John Clower, “Abbazaar”
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The Cultural District Behind the Curtain tour project is 
calling for memorabilia associated with the Bloomington 
Center for the Performing Arts over the years since it 
opened in 1922.  Some of our Scottish Rite members may 
have “treasurers” packed away in their attics or tucked in 
some curio case that they could share with this project. 
 
Tour leaders and docents, comprising members of the 
BCPA’s volunteer corps, are helping the Cultural District 
in their request for memorabilia relating to the theater 
and its history.   Items will be taken as donations or as 
temporary loans, and will be added to items already do-
nated for special exhibit.

Current items include a Life magazine from 1939 that 
features an art show held in the building’s ballroom, 
which included priceless paintings, including Grant 
Wood’s “American Gothic.” A Bloomington City Coun-
cil member also recently acquired a small vase created for 
the building’s 1921 opening.   The tour project would like 
to add more historical items to put on display for tourgo-
ers and patrons who come through the former home of 
the Scottish Rite of Bloomington. 

Items may be brought to the BCPA Box Office or by 
calling the Cultural District at 309.434.2787.   A recep-
tion for all donors and tour docents is planned this year. 

The Behind the Curtain docent staff will also celebrate 
the fifth anniversary of the tours by giving open tours on 
Saturday throughout the summer months. Tours will be 
given between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. to any individual 
or group who wishes to attend.   

The Behind the Curtain Tour was compiled by Judy 
Stearns. The tour celebrates all of the milestones of the 
BCPA’s history, including the aforementioned art show, 
the history of the American Passion Play, and a reception 
for the Elliott brothers following their Rose Bowl victory 
in 1944. 

Behind the Curtain Tours can be scheduled by calling the 
Cultural District at 434-2787. Additional information 
regarding the fifth anniversary or making a memorabilia 
donation can be attained by calling Judy Stearns at 828-
5443 or Carol Baker at 820-8131.

Behind the Curtain Historic Tours Call for Memorabilia


