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     Friday, November 6, 2009

             6:00       4th Degree  (Master Traveler)
             6:30       5th Degree    (Perfect Master)
             7:25 14th Degree (Grand Elect Mason)
             
     Saturday, November 7, 2009

             8:00      15th Degree   (Knight of the East of Sword)  
      8:55      17th Degree   (Knight of the East and West)
             9:50      18th Degree  (Knight of Rose Croix)
           11:05       20th Degree   (Master Ad Vitam) 
           12:00       Lunch
             1:30       22nd  Degree   (Prince of Libanus, Ritual Version)    
             2:20       31st Degree (Knight Aspirant)
             3:20       32nd Degree  (Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret)
             5:00       Social Hour
             6:00       Banquet 

 Fall 2009 Reunion Schedule - November 6th & 7th
Bloomington Center for the Performing Arts
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   Special Announcement
 
Dan Leifel, 33rd Degree, Past 
Commander-in-Chief, will speak 
on Dan Brown’s latest book,  
“The Lost Symbol” at the  
November 3rd Stated Meeting.
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Brethren 
All!

Due to length 
this will be 
part one of 
a two part 
article. I hope 
it triggers 
some thoughts 

about why you joined the fraternity 
whether it was last month or 50 years 
ago…
  
What is it that we do that makes 
men want to join our fraternity?  

What is it that you feel might inter-
est potential members? 

I’m sure that something attracted 
each of us initially and those reasons 
are unique to each member.  We may 
have never fully expressed what they 
were, but these are questions we all 
should take the time to answer. If 
we want our fraternity to survive 
and grow again we might want to 
consider what will draw other men 
to our organization and what kind of 
men will want to join our Valley in 
particular.  

It takes only a little while to see 
what the fraternity does.  A short list 
would include our philanthropies, the 
scholarship programs, community 
involvement and more.  The frater-
nity is far more than Scottish Rite 
Masonry, too.  We can include Blue 
Lodge programs: Scholarships, sup-
port of the DeMolay and Rainbow 
youth groups, and in some cases, the 
support of our Masonic Homes.  The 
Scottish Rite has the Learning Cen-
ters, research for schizophrenia, and 
scholarships.  The Shriners hospitals 
are recognized by many and the York 
Rite has the Masonic home in Paxton 
as well as the Eye Foundation and 
the Nursing Scholarships. 

This is far from a comprehensive 
list…but it is a reminder of what is 
visible to men who aren’t Masons. Is 
this all we do?  For someone on the 
outside looking in, it may look that 
way, but it’s only part of the answer 
to our question, “What is it that we 

do that makes men want to join our 
fraternity?”  

I think it’s something more than 
these things.

Masonry offers camaraderie, fellow-
ship and a connection with other 
good men.  It gives men opportuni-
ties to get involved, build confidence 
and leadership skills especially when 
they accept responsibilities within the 
organizations. I’ve seen men develop 
self esteem, develop talents, dis-
cover new talents, and become more 
comfortable with public speaking.  
This happens regardless of members’ 
jobs, background, education or other 
achievements in life. It happens over 
time from communicating in Lodge, 
from taking a part on stage, or ad-
dressing other audiences.  All these 
things happen with the support of 
Brethren who want us to succeed.

Another attraction for good men is 
the support Masons and Masonry 
extends. The Masons I know and 
Masonic entities I belong to were 
my support group during a period of 
my life when I needed support.  That 
Masonic connection, the friendship 
and camaraderie helped me thru 
some troubling times in my profes-
sional career.  Masonry was there for 
me and I think I’m a better person 
because of that connection. Because 
of that support, I make an extra ef-
fort to “pay if forward” if you will.  I 
remain involved in Masonry, take on 
the responsibilities appointed to me, 
support and mentor others, and try to 
be a better person.

This is only part of the answer to the 
question, “What is it that we do that 
makes men want to join our frater-
nity?”  It was one reason I appreciated 
the fraternity, but for others it could 
easily be something else.  Each of 
us has our own answer and if we put 
these answers together it would be 
evident that Masonry has something 
to offer to other men as well.
   
                                          
Fraternally, 
Billy M. Burden 33°
Commander-in-Chief
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  It will take just a minute to read this 
and change your thinking..      Two 
men, both seriously ill, occupied the 
same hospital room.        One man 
was allowed to sit up in his bed for 
an hour each afternoon to help drain 
the fluid from his lungs.    His bed 
was next to the room’s only win-
dow.     The other man had to spend 
all his time flat on his back.           
The men talked for hours on 
end.     They spoke of their wives 
and families, their homes, their jobs, 
their involvement in the military 
service, where they had been on 
vacation.   Every afternoon, when 
the man in the bed by the window 
could sit up, he would pass the time 
by describing to his roommate all the 
things he could see outside the win-
dow.      The man in the other bed be-
gan to live for those one hour periods 
where his world would be broadened 
and enlivened by all the activity and 
color of the world outside.          
The window overlooked a park with 
a lovely lake.     Ducks and swans 
played on the water while children 

sailed their model boats. Young lovers 
walked arm in arm amidst flow-
ers of every color and a fine view of 
the city skyline could be seen in the 
distance.          As the man by the 
window described all this in exquisite 
details, the man on the other side of 
the room would close his eyes and 
imagine this picturesque scene.    One 
warm afternoon, the man by the 
window described a parade passing 
by.   Although the other man could 
not hear the band - he could see it in 
his mind’s eye as the gentleman by 
the window portrayed it with de-
scriptive words.         
Days, weeks and months 
passed.    One morning, the day nurse 
arrived to bring water for their baths 
only to find the lifeless body of the 
man by the window, who had died 
peacefully in his sleep.    She was sad-
dened and called the hospital atten-
dants to take the body away.          As 
soon as it seemed appropriate, the 
other man asked if he could be 
moved next to the window. The nurse 
was happy to make the switch, and 

after making sure he was comfortable, 
she left him alone.       0A   Slowly, 
painfully, he propped himself up on 
one elbow to take his first look at the 
real world outside.  He strained to 
slowly turn to look out the window 
beside the bed.    It faced a blank 
wall.      The man asked the nurse 
what could have compelled his de-
ceased roommate who had described 
such wonderful things outside this 
window.          The nurse responded 
that the man was blind and could 
not even see the wall.         She said, 
‘Perhaps he just wanted to encourage 
you.’             Epilogue:          There 
is tremendous happiness in making 
others happy, despite our own situ-
ations.         Shared grief is half the 
sorrow, but happiness when shared, 
is doubled.           If you want to feel 
rich, just count all the things you 
have that money can’t buy.          ‘To-
day is a gift, that is why it is called 
The Present.’         The origin of this 
letter is unknown, but it brings good 
luck to everyone who passes it on.  
Submitted by Jim Grimm

Change Your Thinking

In this month’s article we will 
examine the seventh and eighth 
degrees.  While most of us have 
likely seen them, how often do we 
take time to reflect on the lessons 
that each offer to us?

The seventh degree portrays that 
we all have a right to have our com-
plaints heard and disputes settled. 
It demonstrates that we should 
not be severe, or be hasty in pass-
ing judgment. We must instead be 
fair, just and merciful. This degree 
is an echo of the Middle Chamber 
lecture of the second degree when 
we are taught to be ready to assist 
in the enforcement of the laws and 
rules and to never palliate or ag-
gravate the offenses of our brothers; 
but to judge with candor, admonish 
with friendship and reprehend with 
justice.

The eighth degree teaches that as 
we advance in our gentle craft the 
honors will come to all of us.   It 
teaches that each of those honors is 

intended 
to be 
a step 
toward 
a moral 
perfec-
tion, 
but that 
more 
impor-
tantly, 
each 
honor earned requires attention 
to a particular duty.  It tries to 
show that perfection can only be 
achieved by following all the les-
sons that life has to offer us.  This 
is also an echo of the craft degrees, 
when we are taught the meaning 
of the cable tow in the third degree 
as a symbol of our more extensive 
obligations.

Hope to see you all at the reunion.

    John D. Dorner
   Thrice Potent Master

Danny Leifel and Bob Trefzger enjoying 
cleaning up the Constitution Trail near the 

Virginia Street Overpass.



   Deaths

Clarence A. Campbell,  Springfield, IL   1-13-09
P. Anthony Newcomer,  Galesburg, IL   7-21-09
H. Dean Reynolds,  Mesa, AZ    7-29-09
Herbert A. Childers,  Morton, IL  8-6-09 
Willard P. Horsman,  Bloomington, IL   8-17-09
Dean W. Fever,  El Paso, IL   8-22-09
William O. Floyd,  Clinton, IL     9-11-09 
Harold M. Farnsworth,  Bloomington, IL  9-16-09
Harry Olson, Jr.,  Bloomington, IL   9-28-09
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Fall Reunion Meal Reservations

The Lodge of Perfection sponsored their annual Con-
stitution Trail clean-up.   Bob Trefzger, Danny Leifel, 
John Dorner and Jeff Fox who reported that they started 
where the trail intersected Grove St. and went north 
from there.   Scottish Rite Masonry does good work for 
the community and helps keep the trail clean.    Thanks!

2009 2010 Upcoming Events
Council Family Fun Night at Normal Theatre, 6:45 pm
Council Blood Drive at Normal Lodge, 8 am to Noon

Oct.    30
          31

Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:00 PM - Chapter Line
Scottish Rite Fall Reunion at BCPA
Veteran’s Day
Thanksgiving

Nov.      2  
 3
      6 & 7   
           11
          26

Dec.      1
            7
           10
           25

Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:00 - Consistory Line
Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Bell Ringing - Lodge of Perfection Sponsor
Christmas

Jan.      4
            5

Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:00 - LOP Line

Deadline for ALL meal reservations is Friday,  
October 30, 2009.   Reservations are required.   
Meals include Saturday Lunch and Saturday eve-
ning Banquet.

Saturday Lunch   $7.00
        Chili,Vegetable Soup
        Ham, Turkey, and Chicken Salad  sandwiches
        Pasta Salad,  Iced Tea, Lemonade, and Coffee     

Saturday Dinner
 
        Choice of Grilled Chicken Breast or  
 Beef Tenderloin
        Dinner will include potato and vegetable, rolls  
 and lettuce salad.
        Dessert will be Cheesecake
 
 Grilled Chicken Breast Dinner  $20.00,  
 Beef Tenderloin Dinner   $25.00

Using the coupon below you can mail your meal 
reservation to the Scottish Rite office, 302 E. Jeffer-
son St., Bloomington, IL  61702 or call the Scottish 
Rite office at 309-828-6077 regarding your reserva-
tion count and banquet meal preference.  

It is important that we have a reservation count for 
the caterer.  You will be able to pick up your meal 
tickets at the Reunion registration desk.  All candi-
dates meals are complimentary.  

Meal Desired # meals X Cost Amount

Saturday Lunch $  7

Saturday Dinner
Chicken

$ 20

Saturday Dinner
Beef

$ 25

Total Due
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Valley Newsbriefs

It is good to be the head of the scholarship committee.  
With this position come the rewards of positive feedback.  
Because of your contributions through your membership 
and donations, we are able to impact the lives of others.  
The following is a sample of statements pulled from thank 
you notes and letters.  Read them and share with me the 
pride of being a Scottish Rite Mason.

“You are playing a role in my education and I thank you for 
that. … You all make great things happen.”  Katie

“With your help, I will be able to attend college and ac-
complish my hopes and dreams for my life!” Shannon

“This will be very helpful and I appreciate your confidence 
in my abilities to meet your ongoing requirements to keep 
the scholarship.”  Lisa

“Thank you once again for the scholarship.  It is a huge 
blessing!”  Chelsea

“Thank you so much for the amazing award.”  Amanda

“It will help me pay for books at school.”  Kelly

“I offer my sincerest thanks for your continued generosity 
to students such as myself.”  Drew

“It is so wonderful that you help those who need it.”  Daryl

“Thank you for choosing me for this scholarship.”  
Andrew

“Not only have you helped immensely in financial terms, 
but also with the encouragement of receiving a competitive 
scholarship. … I will do my very best to continue to make 
the utmost of your investment in me in my schoolwork and 
in my various community activities.”  Rebecca

“I would like to thank you for this scholarship opportunity.  
I greatly appreciate the award granted to me.”  Marnie

The scholarship that I received from you this past year has 
helped more than I myself probably realize by allowing me 
to continue my education. … No matter how many times 
I say thank you, I will never be 
able to express the appreciation 
I have for you.”  Sarah

To Sarah and the others, you 
have done a wonderful job 
expressing your appreciation.  
We thank you for sharing your 
thoughts with us.    
                                         
Roger Aukerman MSA

Birthday Auctions
Back from the dark summer 
months the September 1st 
meeting birthday auction lead 
by Gordon Ropp collected 
$145.00.  The auction money 
benefits local charitable orga-
niztions each year.

The Last Full Measure
Congratulations to Danny 
Leifel and the cast and crew 
on the Last Full Measure for 
their outstanding series of 
presentations this summer.   
And special thanks to Mem-
bership committee efforts by 
John Dorner and Ron Blue 
for coordinating the Last Full 
Measure and other projects.

SRRA Camper’s Club
The Campers Bath House has a 
fresh new coat of paint; thanks 
go out to Doris Hulett for the 
time and efforts on this project.
We now have a security light 
on the pool, and all of the other 
security lights are working.  The 
phone line that was cut in the 
pool construction has been 
repaired and buried from the 
lodge to the phone pedestal 
by the basket ball hoop.  A 
big thanks for the donation of 
lights and the phone wire.
Barry Carney would also like 
to thank all who have helped 
maintain the camp buildings 
and grounds this summer.   It’s 
been a big help to have so many 
helping maintain the camp!

Report from the Scholarship Committee

Family Fun Night
The Zerubbabel Council Princes of Jerusalem are 
sponsoring Family Fun Night at Normal Theatre in 
downtown Normal on Friday Oct. 30th.   Attendees 
will meet and gather at the theatre lobby at 6:45 pm.  
Contact Larry Raglan at 309-473-3353 for more 
information and to notify you will attend.

The Zerrubabel Council, Princes of Jerusalem, in 
conjunction with Normal Lodge #673 and the 
American Red Cross will hold their annual blood 
drive on Saturday October 31st from 8 am to noon 
at Normal Lodge.  
Contact Ben North - (217) 935-5434 or Jerald H 
Starks - (309) 268-9736 to volunteer to help or to 
schedule an appointment to donate blood.

Valley of Bloomington Blood

Annual Fall Reunion Help Needed 
Opportunities abound for volunteers at our Valley 
of Bloomington Reunions.   Bill Tanner needs 
help backstage and onstage setting up sets, back-
drops and props.   Chuck Bartlett and Dale Ar-
bour need help in make-up and wardrobe.   Nellie 
Nall needs help with registration and check-in.  
Get involved and contact the office to volunteer.
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World War II Memorial fountain plaza with Washington Monument in background

World War II Memorial with Reflection Pool in the foreground

Donald Anderson at Iwo Jima Memorial

World War II Memorial with Illinois and Indiana Granite Pylons

Donald Anderson at WWII Memorial with a 
guardian from Chicago, Chris Mazek
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World War II Veterans Get Courtesy Visit to the World War II Memorial
The ceremony at the National World 
War II Memorial in Washington, 
D.C., was brief and solemn.

Yet for Lorraine Egan, the sight of 
fellow veterans reciting the Pledge of 
Allegiance and listening to the mourn-
ful strains of taps was just too much.

“I’m just thinking about all the boys 
who didn’t make it,” said the former 
Navy nurse, her voice cracking. “They 
were just so young.”

For Egan, 85, the trip she took to the 
nation’s capital with 79 fellow veterans 
from Illinois brought back a flood of 
memories for her and her comrades-
-of lost soldiers and old friends, good 
times and bad, sacrifice and salvation.

The veterans and some guardians made 
an arduous 18-hour, one-day trip 
recently to see the memorial built in 
their honor. The outing was courtesy 
of Honor Flight Chicago, a non-profit 
group started last year to take World 
War II veterans to Washington. And 
with 1,200 such veterans dying every 
day, there is urgency to the mission.

This group, ranging in age from 78 to 
98, was more than willing to put up 
with the planes and buses to make the 
700-mile trip paying tribute to their 
service. Some called it the best day 
of their lives--starting with a rousing 
send-off from Midway Airport with 
a modern-day Andrews Sisters group 
crooning 1940s-era hits, and ending 
with a hero’s welcome-home recep-
tion, with a brass band and cheering 
throngs.

But what was particularly poignant for 
the old soldiers, many of whom were in 
wheelchairs, some tethered to oxygen 
tanks, was the number of strangers-
-young people, school groups and 
new immigrants--who spontaneously 
approached them throughout the day, 
taking the opportunity to say thank 
you.

“I’ve never experienced anything like 
this,” said Donald Anderson of El  
Paso.  “The Chicago crowds, young and 
older, were enthusiastic and warmly 

thanking all the vets.  It was gratifying 
and moving!” 

The wave of appreciation is one reason 
Mark Pennington joined the Honor 
Flight program as an assistant on the 
trip. From helping the veterans navi-
gate airport security lines to grabbing 
coffee, the associate principal at Hins-
dale South High School gladly pays his 
own fare and forfeits a vacation day to 
show his respect.

“It’s a way for me to do more than 
stand at a parade,” said Pennington, 
who served in Vietnam.

The Honor Flight program was 
conceived by a retired pilot in Spring-
field, Ohio.  When the World War II 
Memorial was completed in 2004, he 
realized most of the participants were 
either too impaired or cash-strapped to 
go. The Chicago organization--which 
started with no money and no vets--
has flown 465 area residents to the site, 
all funded by private contributions.

Many on this flight said they didn’t 
have any expectations. But through-
out a day that also included visits to 
memorials like Iwo Jima, Vietnam and 
others, they began to reminiscence 
of their youthful, more daring selves, 
immediately transporting them back to 
the days when they were in action for 
our great country.

“Donald Anderson arrived at Okinawa 
just before the Japanese surrendered.   
He helped build airstrips in Japan for 
the Army Air Force, running a power 
shovel.   Donny said. “It was a long day, 
leaving Midway at 5:30 am for Balti-
more, bus to DC, tours, monument vis-
its and the ceremony at the World War 
II Memorial.   It was just one beautiful 
day.”

It wasn’t over. On the plane ride home, 
each veteran received a fat envelope of 
mail--some crammed with notes from 
friends and relatives; others penned 
by students and visitors to the Honor 
Flight Web site.

The writer used words such as “duty” 
“liberty” and “love of country.” All 

offered variations on the same theme: 
“Thank you for my freedom,” causing 
many on board to weep openly.

One octogenarian, gathering up his 
belongings, paused to praise the airline 
attendant for the smooth flight.
“Thank you for a marvelous job,” he 
told her. Without missing a beat, the 
attendant replied, “No, thank you for 
the marvelous job you did 65 years 
ago.”

As they taxied to the gate, the pas-
sengers were greeted by a platoon of 
firetrucks, lights ablaze. Dozens of 
ramrod-straight sailors in dress whites 
saluted the honorees as they disem-
barked. Even after an exhausting day, 
the veterans returned the salute, bring-
ing shaky hands up to their brows.

This article was adapted from a Chi-
cago Tribune feature story on Donald 
Anderson’s Honor Flight.

To donate or apply, visit www.Hon-
orFlightChicago.org or call 773-227-
VETS.  Donations are not accepted 
from WWII veterans.   Anyone else 
can donate to help our WWII vets get 
to the memorial honoring those heroes.

Donald Anderson by Illinois Granite Pylon
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Membership by John Dorner

When you recount your favorite 
memories in Masonry, you might 
start to see a common thread. 
Whether it was the night you were 
initiated into the Fraternity, or the 
first time you had a part in a degree, 
or the time you and your lodge broth-
ers met to work on cleaning or fixing 
up the lodge; each event had one 
thing in common...you were among a 
large group of your best friends.

This is what membership develop-
ment and recruitment is all about, 
memories of your best friends. 
Brethren, if I could ask ONE favor of 
you to help with membership devel-
opment, it would be for you to attend 
as many of our Valley’s events as 
possible! Let your love for the Scot-
tish Rite and your enthusiasm for the 
programs show when you are back 
among your Blue Lodge brethren.

Talk about what benefits the Rite 
brings to you, personally.  If you can’t 

tell a personal story, try highlighting 
the benefits of membership.  The new 
friendships outside the lodge, the op-
portunities for leadership in a com-
pletely different way, or the chance to 
be an amateur theater player.  The list 
can be as endless as your own involve-
ment.

Lastly, remember that every one of 
us joined the Rite, because someone 
asked. Like many, I didn’t say yes the 
first time I was asked.  Take the time 
to personally invite someone to our 
Rite, even if they have said no before. 
They just might surprise you and say 
yes.

Remember new membership is the 
name of the game. 

Memory Improvement?

The right food, exercise, and sleep 
regime can help you improve your 
memory.  Here are three things you 
can do to jumpstart your brain:
1. Aerobicize.  Older adults who do 

regular aerobic exercise (at least three 
hours a week) show increased blood 
flow to the brain, which could prevent 
a decline in brain function, according 
to findings presented at the annual 
meeting of the Radiological Society 
of North America.  

2. Go to bed earlier. Researchers from 
the University of Chicago found that 
getting a good night’s sleep (it really 
doesn’t matter how long) after learn-
ing something new helps you remem-
ber exactly how to do that task. 

3. Eat more cauliflower. A new study 
indicates that citicoline supplements 
can help boost energy and efficiency 
in your frontal lobe—the region 
responsible for decision-making, rea-
soning, and working memory. 
You can also get citicoline indirectly 
by eating certain foods.  Cauliflower, 
soybeans, egg yolks, fish, and peanuts 
are all sources of the B-vitamin-like 
nutrient choline, which is absorbed 
through the intestines and converted 
to citicoline in the brain. 

We’re on the Web
www.aasrbloomington.org
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