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  Bloomington Consistory 
Invites You To Join 

in  
    Honoring our Ladies 

at a 
Valentine’s Dinner

at
CJ’s (old airport)

Wednesday, 
February 10, 2009

Gather and Social 
at 6:00 P.M.      

Dinner at 6:30 P.M.
Order off Menu

Individual Checks

Please call Nellie 
at the Office at 
(309) 828-6077 

for Reservations 
by  February 8th

Reservations Required!
NO Walk-ins
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Brethren All!

The Fall Reunion is over and I 
want to extend my appreciation to 
everyone involved.

The degrees were nicely ex-
ecuted. I do want to recognize 
Jerry Starks, Sovereign Prince and 
“Lars” LaBounty, 33º, for their 
extraordinary performance in the 
15th Degree.
Jeff Ready, II, did an excellent job 
as his first time as Most Wise Mas-
ter, in the 18th as well. 
Many of you had a full docket this 
reunion; I commend you all on 
your hard work and dedication.

Spring reunion will be approach-
ing quickly. I hope the top sign-
ers of our carry-over petitions 
will work diligently to convey 
the message to those potential 
candidates regarding the Spring 
Reunion. It is also my hope that all 
lines are well represented at that 
reunion which will be on Friday, 
February 26 and Saturday, Febru-
ary 27, 2010.
Please put these dates on your 
calendar of events for the Scottish 
Rite.  Just as a reminder, the Offi-

cers Manual states on page 33, “It 
is expected that all officers shall be 
present at all business meetings of 
their Subordinate Body as well as 
at Reunions”. It would be nice to 
see more officers at the banquet as 
well. 

I have already been contacted by 
several who will not be in atten-
dance at the Spring Reunion due 
to their personal schedule with 
family or other commitments. 
Some have already made contact 
with someone to cover for them 
in those degrees they will miss. 
If you plan to be absent from the 
Spring Reunion, I’m asking that 
you contact the director of the 
degree you are in and assist him 
in making arrangements for some-
one to cover for you. Please do not 
wait, or put that responsibility on 
the director at the last minute!

Again, a big thank you to the 
stage crew, lighting, sound, greet-
ing staff, jewelry, and actors for 
your hard work in making the 
November 2009 Fall Reunion a 
successful reunion for our candi-
dates.

Fall Reunion a Big Success, Billy M. Burden, 33º, Commander-in-Chief
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Part Two: What 
is it that we do 
that makes men 
want to join our 
fraternity?

Masonry over 
the last few 
decades has 
seen a decline 
in membership.  
We had a strong 
resurgence dur-

ing the first half of the 20th century and 
after WWII.  But a steady decline has 
taken place since then.  Some think this 
decline will continue and be the demise 
of the fraternity.  I think this decline 
can be reversed, but to do so we need 
to change the paradigm both regarding 
those we seek out as potential members 
and the way we reach out to them.  We 
need to be aware of the changes in social 
patterns and family economics that play a 
part in men’s lives today.

The nuclear family has changed…
two working parents, single parenting, 
shared custody, families spread over long 
distances.  Work is more demanding and 
time consuming than ever before.  More 
families are involved with their children’s 
activities than ever before.  I recall as I 
was growing up we had little league and 
4-H.  Today, kids are involved in soccer, 
gymnastics, T-ball, and much more. This 
is not a bad thing; it just limits the time 
men have to get involved in Masonry un-
til the kids are launched.  To attract good 
men our expectations of member time 
commitments need to reflect today’s time 
constraints and responsibilities. 

Are we attractive to today’s men of good 
character?  They are the men who work 
and take care of their families and want 
to be contributing community members.  
How can we do this more effectively? 
What methods could we use to be more 
successful?  First, we could get our older 
members involved by asking them to 
mentor potential candidates.  Somehow 
let’s encourage these veteran members to 
share the value of being a member of the 
Lodge, Masonry, and the Rite.

What are our values: Camaraderie, fel-
lowship, a connection with other good 
men?  Family values are important as 
well: Social skills and becoming better 
gentlemen, just to name two.

Mentoring needs to be part of the 
equation for all of us.  In fact, I think 
mentoring is the key.  I strongly believe 
that top lining a Blue Lodge petition 
makes you the coach, mentor and guide 
for that candidate.  You help nurture that 
candidate’s relationship in Masonry.  We 
intuitively understand how to do this, too, 
by explaining our ties to history, the con-
nection with the philanthropies and our 

community connections.  
 
Whom should we be looking for?  

Seek out men who have goals, men 
who respect others, men who honor the 
women in their lives and their families...
in other words, men of good character.

We are likely looking for those who are 
searching for something more in their 
lives.  If we want to help these good men 
become better men, what can our present 
members do for our candidates and new 
members? Mentoring is the key.

What do we need to do to help potential 
candidates achieve progress and learn the 
right things in Masonry?  Again, mentor-
ing is the key.

Mentoring candidates thru the first three 
degrees in Masonry is absolutely essential.  
If we fail there, we will not be able to 
bring them into Scottish Rite Masonry.

Mentor those who you feel are the kind 
of men who would benefit from Masonry 
and benefit the Fraternity by providing 
them with enough information to attract 
them into the fraternity and help them 
grow to find their own niche.
 
Does this answer the question, “What is 
it that we do that makes men want to our 
fraternity?”  I don’t know the complete 
answer, but the camaraderie, fellowship, 
support, and mentors have all been inspi-
rational for me.  I feel it has made me a 
better person and the longer I’m affiliated 
with the fraternity the more important 
it becomes and the more grateful I am to 
have been asked to join. 

I didn’t know I would receive so much 
until much later than the day I received 
my 3rd degree.  It was long after I joined 
and began getting involved that I discov-
ered that support and friendship.  I don’t 
think anyone else knows that either, until 
after they join and get involved.  

So, it is up to each of us, individually, to 
answer the question.  I invite you 
to write a 100 to 150 word essay for the 
newsletter and try to answer this ques-
tion.  “What is it that we do that makes 
men want to join our fraternity?”  I think 
when we see all the reasons our mem-
bers were attracted to Masonry, we will 
find that there are many other men out 
there like us, who would want to join the 
fraternity, too. 
                                          
Fraternally, 

Billy M. Burden, 33°
Commander-in-Chief
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Mark A. Keagle, Clinton, IL Thomas W. Grogg, Bloomington, IL Richard H. Billings, Bloomington, IL

Justin D. Kirkland, Champaign, IL Eddie C. Lane, Clinton, IL Keith E. Lyle, Farmer City, IL

Candidate Hosts - Robert H. Wright, 33°,
& Sherwood Smith with Richard Billings

Dennis D. Garrigus, MSA, Degree 
Master for Valley of Bloomington

Tyler M. Pieper, Monticello, IL Matt S. Pieper, Monticello, IL

Fall 2009 Candidates L to R:   Justin D. Kirkland, Richard Billings, Thomas W. Grogg, 
Tyler M. Pieper, Keith E. Lyle, Mark S. Pieper, Mark A. Keagle & Eddie C. Lane



   Deaths
Robert C. Foulk,  Champaign, IL   11-24-09
Raymond E. Shifflet,  Bloomington, IL,   11-21-09
Cloyd D. Cary,  Bloomington, IL    11-13-09
Harold G. Graff,  Minier, IL   11-10-09
Clifford C. Horrine,  Normal, IL   11-6-09
Fred A. Dolan, Jr., 33˚ Normal, IL   10-28-09
David B. Baum, Bloomington, IL   10-18-09
Clifford A. Wiggers, Cocoa Beach,  FL   10-17-09
Howard P. Builta, Minonk,  IL   10-13-09
Donald C. LeVeque, Kankakee,  IL   9-21-09
Kenneth R. Benson, Morris,  IL   5-25-09
John P. Jenkins, Towanda,  IL   4-8-09
John S. Swaim, Kankakee,  IL   2-22-09
Vernon J. Graves, Ridge Manor,  FL     9-14-07
C. P. Squires, Granville,  OH    4-25-07
Leroy G. Hansen, Washington Grove,  MD  5-8-03
Leslie J. Mitchell, Galesburg,  IL   8-02-02
Theodore C. Ahnger, Peru,  IL   6-15-00
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L to R: Thrice Potent Master John D. Dorner, 50 year recipient 
William E. Rich and Sovereign Prince Jerald H. Starks

        Billy M. Burden, 33° and Jim L. Grimm, 33°

Spring 2010 Reunion Schedule
February 26-27, 2010

Friday,  February 26, 2010

     6:15       4th   Degree    (Master Traveler)
     6:55       14th Degree    (Grand Elect Mason)
     8:05       16th Degree   (Prince of Jerusalem)                        
  
Saturday,  February 27, 2010

     8:30        18th Degree   (Knight of Rose Croix)
     9:40        23rd Degree   (Chief of the Tabernacle)     
   11:15        27th Degree    (Knight of Jerusalem)
   11:45         Lunch
     1:30        31st Degree   (Knight Aspirant)
     2:30        32nd Degree   (Sublime Prince of the  
                                               Royal Secret)
 

2009 2010 Upcoming Events
Dec.     10
           18
           25

Bell Ringing- Inside Mall by Macy’s entrance, 10 am to 8 pm
Family Fun Night at Normal Theatre
Christmas

Jan.  1      
 4
 5

New Year’s Day
Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:00 - LOP Line

Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:00 - Council Line
Valentine’s Day Dinner - Consistory Sponsor
Spring Reunion-BCPA

Feb.       1 
 2
            10
      26-27

Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:00 - Chapter Line
Selection Mtg - AASR Office - 8:00 PM - Officers:  MSA,  
Bloomington Medal 
ICOD Leadership Seminar, Mariott, Normal, IL
Spring begins
Feast of the Paschal Lamb - Rose Croix Sponsor

Mar.       1 
 2
             

           13
           21
           28

Easter Sunday
Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:00 - Consistory Line

Apr.     4  
           5
           6

Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM  
Annual Meeting & Election of Officers - 7:00 PM, All Preside 

May       3  
 4
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L to R: Thrice Potent Master John D. Dorner, 25 year recipients Roger F. 
Aukerman of Normal, J. Rex Switzer of Bloomington and Sovereign Prince 
Jerald H. Starks

L to R: Thrice Potent Master John D. Dorner, 60 year recipients Donald G. Anderson of Gridley, Elmer E. Hoffman 
of Farmer City, Harold A. Schroeder of Mahomet and Sovereign Prince Jerald H. Starks

Ross A. Funk, MSA and Russel A. McCulley

Miles W. Scritchlow and Andrew S. BenderL to R: Joseph A. Ward, Justin D. Kirkland, Andy H. Reining, 33, and Larry E. 
Raglan prepping the sawing scene for the 22nd Degree, Prince of Libanus



Valley Newsbriefs
 

Family Fun Night

The Zerubbabel Council 
Princes of Jerusalem are 
sponsoring Family Fun Night 
at Normal Theatre in down-
town Normal on December 
18th  for “It’s a Wonderful 
Life”.  
Come join in the fun on 
Friday the 18th!!

Valley of 

Bloomington

News

..........
..
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Sovereign Prince Jerald H. Starks (L) and Thrice Potent Master 
John D. Dorner (R) presenting the O.E. Haning, Jr. Fellowship 
Award to Robert H. Wright, 33°.

Sovereign Prince Jerald H. Starks (L) and Thrice Potent 
Master John D. Dorner (R) presenting Bloomington Medals 
for Service for Freemasonry to Bill E. Tanner, second from 
left and Dale F. Arbour, third from left at Saturday banquet.

Awarded to recognize and honor 
members of the Valley of Bloom-
ington who support our ritualistic
work and membership develop-
ment, or who render exceptional 
service for Freemasonry.  This gold 
version of the “Spirit of the Found-
ers” medallion is suspended by a 
colored ribbon in relation to one 
of the following classifications and 
accordant requirements. 

Blue Ribbon-Service for Freema-
sonry is awarded to a member of 
the Valley by unanimous vote of the 
Board of Trustees for “exceptional 
service for Freemasonry.”

Red Ribbon for Reunion Service 
is awarded to a member of the Val-

ley for “exceptional reunion service 
and ritualistic work” (sustained 
service and excellence of endeavor 
either on a reunion committee or 
with degrees or in a production 
support role).

Blue Ribbon-O.E. Haning, Jr. 
Fellowship Award is awarded to a 
member of the Valley by unanimous 
vote of the Presiding Officers “who 
exemplifies the qualities of friend-
ship and caring, characteristics
of O.E. Haning Jr.”   This award 
may be made to any member of the 
Valley.  Officers “who exemplifies 
the qualities of friendship and car-
ing, characteristics of O.E. Haning 
Jr.”  Only one such award may be 
given in any fiscal year.

The Bloomington Medals

The Zerrubabel Council, Princes 
of Jerusalem, in conjunction with 
Normal Lodge #673 and the 
American Red Cross, held their 
annual blood drive on Saturday, 
October 31st at Normal Lodge.  
The event was a success for the 
Red Cross.   Volunteers were Roger 
Aukerman, Larry Raglan, Mike 
Hiter, Ben North and Sovereign 
Prince Jerry Starks.

Valley of Bloomington
  Annual Blood Drive

Richard F. Erikson, MSA speaking to the reunion 
banquet crowd after receiving his cap

** Please join your Masonic brothers at the 
Bloomington Lodge # 43 game room for 
cards, coffee, fellowship and pool.   The fun 
rolls from 6 to 9 am every morning! Join us!

Birthday Auction at October 6th stated meet-
ing was $135 which go for charities.
Birthday Auction at the November 3rd stated 
meeting was $380.  Greg Clark reported that 
he has already distributed $1000 this year for 
back packs.
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Membership by John Dorner

             The Fall re
union has 
come and gone 
and I think 
that everyone 
who
attended can 
agree it was a 
great experi-
ence for all the 
Brothers in

attendance.  
The weekend resulted in eight new 
brothers joining our ranks. Although 
there were a few ‘no-shows’ among the 
petitions read, I was very pleased with 
the results. For those brothers who 
took the time to share our fraternity 
experience with others I thank you. I 
am confident that the reunions to come 
will be even better. 

Because what is a reunion, but for the 
joy of one another’s company, and the 
chance to learn more about each other, 
but more importantly about ourselves. 
If you did not get a chance to par-
ticipate, you missed a true weekend of 
fellowship.

But we need to keep doing more. 
There is a lot of excitement in the local 
lodges with new petitions and consid-
erable degree work.  A nearby lodge 
has received three petitions in as many 
months, after five years of no petitions 
or degrees.  Perhaps we have turned a 
corner.  But for it to continue, we need 
to remain committed to the member-
ship process and identify men who will 
make our fraternity better. If the Blue 
lodge is working well, then the Rites, 
whether they be Scottish or otherwise 

will do better also.  I for one am hope-
ful.

So I have a question:  
Can you make a personal commitment 
to the future of our Valley
– are you part of the 5% who can make 
a difference?  
It all comes down to one question, 
“Whom did you ask?”   I want to drive 
home the point that together we can 
succeed at keeping our Rite alive, by 
asking men to join us.  It cannot, and 
will not be done by a few people, it will 
in fact take all of us, old and new, to get 
it done. 

Do you have a petition in your pocket 
wherever you go?   
I do. You need to also.

Our 2009 Valley of Bloomington 
MSA recipient was Rick Erickson.   
The Valley of Bloomington was proud 
to watch Rick receive his MSA hat 
and jewel on June 27th at the Illinois 
Council of Deliberation banquet.  Rick 
is a past Sovereign Prince and trustee 
of Zerrubabel Council and  is the cur-
rent Standard Bearer in the Consistory 
Line.
Rick has been active in degree work for 
many years in the Valley and is always 
willing to help anyone. Congratula-
tions Rick on this honor.
 
The Meritorious Service Award is the 
highest award a Valley can award and 
is selected by the presiding officers of 
the four coordinate bodies.

Erikson Receives the M.S.A. 

Roger F. Aukerman, M.S.A., elected to  
receive Thirty-third Degree in 2010 

L to R:  Daniel S. Yandel, Brent Cordes and Keith Lyle enjoy-
ing the break between degrees at the Fall 09 Reunion

Rick Erikson enjoying the break between 
degrees at the Fall 09 Reunion 

Aukerman elected to 
receive Thirty-Third 

Degree in 2010
More than 1500 Thirty-third 
Degree Masons and their ladies 
gathered in Boston recently 
for the annual meeting of the 
Supreme Council Scottish 
Rite Masons for the Northern 
Masonic Jurisdiction..  The 
Supreme Council is the govern-
ing  body for 210,000 Scottish 
Rite Masons in the 15 North-
east and Midwest states of the 
Northern Jurisdictions.

The names of 163 nominees 
were announced to receive the 
Thirty-third Degree at next 
year’s meeting in Philadelphia 
on August 31, 2010..  Sixteen of 
the nominees are from Illinois.  
The Valley of Bloomington is 
proud to have elected Roger F. 
Aukerman, M.S.A, to receive 
the Thirty-third Degree at the 
2010 Supreme Council event.  
Roger is currently the 2nd Lt. 
Commander in the Consistory 
line.  He is a 25 year Mason.  
He and his family live in Nor-
mal.. IL
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Frome the Lodge of Perfection
John D. Dorner, TPM

In this month’s article we will ex-
amine the ninth and tenth degrees. 
While most of us have likely seen 
them, how often do we take time to 
reflect on the lessons that each offer 
to us?

The ninth degree teaches that the 
great spiritual force in the world 
should unite all men, but is often 
the one thing which divides them. 
They fail to recognize that they 
should through their faith in the 
one true God be united in broth-
erhood. We are taught that God 
is best served by those who serve 
their neighbors and reveal to the 
world the compassion of the eternal 
God. We can best accomplish that 
by looking at life, duty and God 
through the minds of others who 
do not share our particular faith.  
This lesson could not be more 
important today, when the world is 
so often torn apart by something as 
simple as a difference of opinion on 
how to worship the one True God.

The tenth degree teaches that 
anyone who transgresses against the 
will of the Lord will be punished. 
But it also teaches the importance 
of repentance and seeking forgive-
ness from those who we transgress 
against, but especially with God. 
We must set aside our own ar-
rogance, pride and vanity.  The 
protagonist of the degree tells us to 
avoid his sins of commission and 
omission.  We must all be prepared 
to seek forgiveness from God for 
our sins.  But also that we must be 
prepared to seek forgiveness from 
our fellow man for our sins against 
them.

I hope your holiday season is filled 
with family friends and a remem-
brance of why we have this season.

The Scottish Rite Campers’ Club once 
again had it’s annual, impromptu Labor 
Day Parade.  We always have an enthu-
siastic crowd to participate.  This year our 
number of parade participants increased.

We only had one “float” entered into the 
parade this year.
We want to thank the good humored 
Bill Graber for entering his “float”.   We 
couldn’t have done it without Bill’s partici-
pation.

We had a sunny and dry day for the event.   
That is not something we have been able 
to say for many of the campouts this year.  
This is always a great gathering, as many 
of our campers begin heading for warmer 
places for the winter. 

Thanks to all the participants this year.   
We are always at the ready for a holiday 
event, parade or potluck at the Scottish 
Rite Campers’ Club.

We’re on the Web
www.aasrbloomington.org
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