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Feast of the Paschal Lamb
Palm Sunday, March 28, 2010 — 7:00 a.m. 

Bloomington Masonic Temple

Mt. Calvary Chapter of Rose Croix invites members, families and friends of the Masonic Fraternity to at-
tend the Annual Memorial Observance of the Feast of the Paschal Lamb and the Relighting of the Lights.
The Spring Season is an appropriate time for Masons to gather together and pause to reaffirm their belief 
in the immortality of the soul.  The Feast of the Paschal Lamb is neither the Feast of the Passover nor the 
institution of the Sacrament of Holy Communion although it commemorates both.
Rather, this beautiful and symbolic service is in memory of those of our Brothers who have gone to their 
eternal reward during the past year.    A special invitation, therefore, is extended to the families of our  
departed Brethren.
  Participating with the Officers of the Chapter of Rose Croix in this service are:
 DeMolay Commandery No. 24, Knights Templar and  
 the Fourth Degree, Bloomington Assembly, Knights of Columbus.

Please plan to join us during this season of renewal and rebirth as we celebrate the divine gifts of life and 
Brotherly Love.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey S. Ready, II — Most Wise Master
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Brethren All 

Christmas is 
over and the 
wrappings and 
bows are now 
recycled.  The 
New Years 
celebrations are 
behind us and 
resolutions are 

beginning to be forgotten!  Kathy and 
I hope each and every one of you had a 
very relaxing and enjoyable holiday season 
with family and friends.

I would like to share a bit of humor I 
came across over the holidays.  Kathy 
showed me a web site: www.despair.com.  
Their merchandise spins the messages 
that are on those popular motivational 
posters, with humorous results. 
One that I liked showed a sinking ship 
with its hull sticking vertically out of the 
water.  Nice sunset in the background, 
calm waters.
Caption:  
 “It could be that the purpose of your life 
is only to serve as a warning to others.”  

Another poster shows a grizzly bear sit-
ting at the top of a small waterfall in one 
of those small rivers where the salmon 
swim upstream to spawn.  The salmon 
are flying uphill, fierce in their attempt to 
reach the headwaters. The Bear is calmly 
sitting in midstream, mouth wide open, 
ready to “greet” a fish in mid flight.
Caption:
“The journey of 1,000 miles sometimes 
ends very, very badly.” 

None of us want to believe these sorts 
of thing can happen to us, but the truth 
is that sometimes bad things do happen.  
What we can each do is to plan our work 
and our time to ensure “happier” endings 
in both our professional and personal 
lives.

One area where planning and preparation 
can help us in our Masonic outreach is in 
the way we do things when we invite po-
tential candidates into the Rite.  We need 
to be proactive in serving our candidates 
so that they have a great experience rather 
than “sinking” out of the Rite due to ne-
glect.  We can all serve in such a way that 
we make progress in our programs for 
our membership and are receptive to our 
candidates.  We want our candidates to 
become engaged and successful members 
who value their affiliation with us. Let’s 
find ways to help them want membership 
and enjoy their candidacy rather than 
blocking their path.  
 

We want their journey to end well, be-
cause that is good for all of us.
 
We are now looking ahead to our Spring 
Reunion.  I know that Dennis Garrigus, 
MSA, Director of Works, is working with 
the Degree Masters to ensure we have a 
reunion that will be presented with the 
finest work and dedication.

Here are some things you can do now to 
help make Spring Reunion a success.

Get involved.  Volunteer to help and •	
be available to do the job.
Get petitions and do degree work •	
in your Lodge.  Take advantage of 
opportunities to share good informa-
tion about membership and invite 
new Masons into the Scottish Rite.
Look ahead to the Fall Reunion and •	
identify possible candidates you can 
mentor.  Start the process of helping 
those new candidates continue their 
Masonic journey into the Rite.
Consider how people view you in •	
your work and home environments.  
Our attitudes are on display, whether 
positive or negative.  The impressions 
we make will stick with potential 
candidates.
Consider the responsibilities of those •	
who are interested in membership.  
Their workload and family com-
mitments may impact their level of 
involvement, but it may also be that 
Fraternity can fill a need these men 
have for their lives.  Ask questions 
and care about those who want to 
know more.  
As Scottish Rite Masons, send those •	
good verbal and non-verbal messages 
that invite good candidates to desire 
affiliation.

We want to present ourselves as guides 
who help make good men better rather 
than as bad examples to those around us.  
Let’s wear the right attitude, the right 
attire and show respect to our fellow man 
by being involved and presenting high 
quality, valuable programs. This is how we 
serve our brotherhood.  

Masonry is a good journey and it deserves 
our best attitude, our responsible involve-
ment and good works for our community 
and mankind.  This is a journey that is 
worth the effort it takes to get to the 
destination.  Plus, this trip has a good 
ending…if we watch where we are going.

                                          
Fraternally, 

Billy M. Burden, 33°
Commander-in-Chief
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C. Walden Crouch, 33°, addressing crowd 
at the 2009 Passion Play Dinner at BCPA, 

Barry D. Weer, 33°,  and J. Garrie Burr, 33°, talkiing  
at the 2009 American Passion Play Dinner

Bloomington Consistory 
Invites You To Join 

in  
    Honoring our Ladies 

at a 
Valentine’s Dinner

at
CJ’s (old Blm. airport)

Wednesday, 
February 10, 2010

Gather and Social 
at 6:00 P.M.      

Dinner at 6:30 P.M.
Order off Menu

Individual Checks

Please call Nellie 
at the Office at 
(309) 828-6077 

for Reservations 
by  February 8th

Reservations Required!
NO Walk-ins

The American Passion Play takes 
you to Palestine, 30 A.D. You’ll 
travel with Christ, seeing the world 
as He saw it.  You’ll follow His 
ministry and life from the Sermon 
on the Mount to the Resurrection 
and Ascension.   You’ll hear His 
words, as vital to you now as they 
were to the people of his time.

     The American Passion Play 
dramatizes Jesus’ entire ministry.  
His teachings on faith, love, justice 
and righteousness are still our best 
hope for solving today’s complex 
problems.   

     The play is historically accurate.  
The settings and costumes re-create 
the first century Galilee.  The text is 
taken from the King James Version 
of the Bible, and the performers 
bring this magnificent language to 
life.

     Now in its 87th season, The 
American Passion Play of Bloom-

ington, Illinois was conceived by 
Delmar D. Darrah to show the life 
and ministry of Christ as a vital, 
living force.  Although this is the 
oldest continuously performed 
Passion Play in the United States, 
it is not a static drama.  The produc-
tion has changed to reflect modern 
historical knowledge of the era but 
has remained true to the teachings 
of Jesus.

     The actors are non-professionals 
with a spiritual dedication to their 
parts and to the American Passion 
Play.  As performers, they share 
in a community of faith with the 
audience and give testimony to the 
contemporary power of Christ’s 
teachings.

     Business Manager Wally Crouch 
said that the play will be directed 
again this year by Garrie Burr.  
Most of the cast and crew are proud 
members of the Scottish Rite..

  Play 2010 Performance Dates

Saturday, March 6, 2010 @ 2:00 p.m.

Saturday, March 13, 2010 @ 2:00 p.m.

Saturday, March 20, 2010 @ 2:00 p.m.

Sunday, March 21, 2010 @ 2:00 p.m.

Saturday, March 27, 2010 @ 2:00 p.m.

All Seats $20.00
Tickets are available by 
phone at (309)829-3903  
or (800) 354-9640,  
or by mail at  
The American Passion 
Play, Inc.,  
P.O. Box 3354,  
Bloomington, IL 61702-
3354.



   Deaths

Otis L. Clanton,  Kannapolis, NC   1-11-10
James R. Chestney,   Bloomington, IL     1-2-10
Ronald K. Blue, 33˚,  Bloomington, IL    12-22-09
William M. Martinie, Jr.,  Morton, IL    11-30-09
Loren R. Butler,  Bourbonnais, IL        11-2-09
Belin V. Bodie,   Mobile, AL               10-26-08
Mervin F. Hill,   Morris, IL                 4-3-08
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Ron and Janet Blue enjoying post dinner conversation at 
Michaels Restaurant after a Zerubbalbel Council outing.

        Ronald K. Blue, 33°, a great Mason

Spring 2010 Reunion Schedule
 February 26-27, 2010

Friday,  February 26, 2010

     6:15       4th   Degree    (Master Traveler)
     6:55       14th Degree    (Grand Elect Mason)
     8:05       16th Degree   (Prince of Jerusalem)                        
  
Saturday,  February 27, 2010

     8:30        18th Degree   (Knight of Rose Croix)
     9:40        23rd Degree   (Chief of the Tabernacle)     
   11:15        27th Degree    (Knight of Jerusalem)
   11:45         Lunch
     1:30        31st Degree   (Knight Aspirant)
     2:30        32nd Degree   (Sublime Prince of the  
                                               Royal Secret)

        Danny Leifel, 33° and Ron Blue, 33° enjoying  
       some fun time between degrees at a reunion.

2009 2010 Upcoming Events
Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:00 - Council Line
Valentine’s Day Dinner - Consistory Sponsor
Spring Reunion-BCPA

Feb.       1 
 2
            10
      26-27

Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:00 - Chapter Line
Selection Mtg - AASR Office - 8:00 PM - Officers:  MSA,  
Bloomington Medal 
ICOD Leadership Seminar, Mariott, Normal, IL
Spring begins
Feast of the Paschal Lamb - Rose Croix Sponsor

Mar.       1 
 2
             

           13
           21
           28

Easter Sunday
Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:00 - Consistory Line

Apr.     4  
           5
           6

Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM  
Annual Meeting & Election of Officers - 7:00 PM, All Preside 

May       3  
 4
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Tribute to Ron Blue

I met Ron Blue shortly after receiv-
ing my 3rd Degree and joining the 
Masons. The officers of Lodge #43 
informed me that in order to hone in 
the Masonic skills such as floor move-
ments, carrying the rod, Masonic 
corners and other important items, it 
would be good to start attending the 
Saturday morning Bob Clark School 
of Instruction.  School was held every 
Saturday morning from 7 to 9 at 
Normal Masonic Lodge.  There I met 
Ron, as he and Bob Wright were the 
instructors.

Continuing to attend the Saturday 
morning instruction school while 
moving through the officer’s line at 
Bloomington Lodge #43, I began to 
appreciate Ron’s technique.  Ron was 
patient, insightful, and shared certain 
formulas as he taught.  Over several 
years of attending these sessions, I 
frequently thought of the dedication 
both Ron and Bob demonstrated.  
Without fail, every Saturday morning, 
they were there to help other Masons 
and teach us how to improve our 
ritual and floor work.

We would have a coffee break at 8 
a.m. in the kitchen area.  The guys 
would circle the table and talk about 
lodge activities, upcoming degree 
work and share stories about some of 

the more unique characters in Bloom-
ington-Normal area Masonry.  Sto-
ries of the “Harbison Scuffle”, John 
Heafer, and other tales, gave those of 
us who were newcomers an under-
standing of the Fraternity’s history in 
our community.  

Ron was dedicated to much more 
than Saturday morning school.  He 
participated regularly in all Scottish 
Rite activities and was instrumental 
in a membership program where the 
Valley began taking the presenta-
tion of the “December Rose” to area 
Lodges.  Ron helped get the shelters 
installed on the Constitution Trail 
and Ron started the Fathers Day pic-
nics at the SRRA.  He was involved, 
ready and always willing to help.  Ron 
had great ideas and invited those who 
he thought had great potential to join 
the committees, to make these events 
successful.  And he would also share 
credit for projects and events.

Ron’s Masonic journey extended far 
beyond the area’s of Bloomington-
Normal.  I can only imagine the 
number of miles he traveled weekly 
to assist other Masonic bodies and 
individuals in their Masonic en-
deavors.  Ron was Past Sovereign 
Prince, Zerubbabel Council, Princes 
of Jerusalem; Past Commander-in-
Chief, and 33º.  I know how much 
he enjoyed working for the Grand 

Lodge of Illinois.  Bloomington York 
Rite Masonry was his next step and 
he became Thrice Illustrious Master 
for the Council line, Excellent High 
Priest in the Chapter, and Eminent 
Commander, for DeMolay Com-
mandery, ending with a position in 
the Illinois York Rite Grand Chapter 
line as Right Excellent Deputy Grand 
High Priest.  Ron worked hard for 
the craft and was proud to be a part 
of the Grand Chapter line.

To me, Ron was a “Masons’ Mason.”  
He was a leader, mentor and a teacher 
who inspired many, many other 
Masons.  He excelled in his Masonic 
leadership roles and wanted others to 
excel and succeed, too.  Ron would 
not hesitate to open his heart or his 
home to a friend or Brother.  He was 
an important part of many of my 
achievements as a Mason.  Ron in-
spired me and I appreciate all he did 
to guide and believe in me.  Ron Blue 
gets the credit for many of my suc-
cesses in Masonry and I’m sure that 
others in our Fraternal community 
would credit him for their achieve-
ments as well.  He was a friend and 
Fraternal Brother, and I will miss him 
dearly. 

Billy M. Burden, 33º 
Commander-in-Chief  

Above:  Ron Blue, 33°, introducing Dennis Garrigus at the 08 Fall Re-
union Banquet, prior to capping by Dennis’s wife Michelle.
Right:  Ron serving as Marshall at the installation of Bill E. Tanner as 
the Worshipful Master of Wade Barney Lodge #512.  
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Roger F. Aukerman, MSA and 33°  Nominee

Notice from Active Lee Lock-
wood, 33°.  
I am happy to inform the state 
that Roger Aukerman, MSA 
and 33° nominee from the Valley 
of Bloomington, has agreed to 
serve as the new chairman of the 
Illinois Scholarship Committee.  
Roger has been Bloomington 
chairman for some time so he 
has experienced some of the “fun” 
associated with this position, but 
we have now called upon him to 

serve us as the State Chairman. 
Roger’s email is  
RAukerman@verizon.net. 

Eric Johnson, as announced in 
June at ICOD, has stepped down 
as State Chairman (so he can join 
his wife to watch spring training 
in Arizona).  Eric has agreed to 
coach Roger so we don’t lose any 
of our effectiveness during the 
transition.  I want to again thank 
Eric for his work.  

Aukerman New Chairman of Illinois Scholarship Committee

** Please join your Masonic brothers at the 
Bloomington Lodge # 43 game room for 
cards, coffee, fellowship and pool.   The fun 
rolls from 6 to 9 am every morning! Join us!

The Birthday Auction at the December 1st 
stated meeting collected $158 for charities.
Thanks to all the brethren who have contrib-
uted gifts in honor of their birthday and to all 
who generously bid on these gifts, all mon-
ies going to our charities which Greg Clark 
discusses below.

Roger F. Aukerman, MSA and Deb at MSA Christmas Party

This year the Community Concerns Committee was able to 
distribute $3,300 we raised during the 2009 calendar year. A 
list of the recipients follows. 
A big thank you goes out the brethren who attend our stated 
meetings and support this fund raising effort. This endeavor 
is funded by those who happen to celebrate a birthday that 
month. Each celebrant wishing to participate brings in an 
item or two to that Bro. Gordon Ropp then auctions off to 
those in attendance. Gordie has a unique way of involving 
those present from selecting “Ring Men” to the actual auction 
itself. If you haven’t had the opportunity to participate in this 
event you are missing an experience you will never forget. Just 
be warned any sudden movement signals Gordie you’ve made 
a bid!  
Donations from 2009 were presented to the following:
$1,000 – Purchase backpacks and supplies for children in the 
Bloomington/Normal area to start school last fall.
$1,000 – Jordan Shickel – Jordan was severely  burned in a 
camping accident this past summer. The local Shrine Club 
was instrumental in getting him, and his family, assistance 
from one of their burn centers. Jordan is making very good 
progress as he recovers from this traumatic experience.  
$1,300 – Donated $325.00 to the following food pantries: 

1) Salvation Army
2) St. Vincent DePaul Society
3) Peace Meals
4) Center of Hope

L to R: Gregory L. Clark, 33°, Jordon Shickel his 
sister below and his mom on the right.  
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Membership by Jeff Fox        Every Master Mason a Dedicated Scottish Rite Freemason
               This is a lofty 

goal.  Every 
Master Mason 
in our Valley 
has the 
opportunity to 
become a 32° 
Mason, the 
question is do 
they know 
that? I am 

inclined to believe that there is at least 
one Master Mason in the Valley of 
Bloomington who is totally unaware of 
the Scottish Rite. Brethren, one is too 
many.  Candidates do not simply fall 
from the sky, men have to be ap-
proached, and an informed conversa-
tion needs to be undertaken. There are 
Master Masons who will say “yes” to 
the question “Have you given any 

thought to joining the Scottish Rite?” 
That is the beginning of the conversa-
tion which will likely lead them to one 
of our Reunions. 
Perhaps you know a man from work, 
the gym, church, or another organiza-
tion who you feel would make a good 
Mason. The same sort of question 
will start the conversation of getting 
that good man into lodge. Masonry 
is an organization of layers and at any 
point the individual can stop. For some 
Master Masons, the symbolic lodge 
is all they want. There are those who 
are searching for something more; 
our job is to seek out these men. How 
do we know who they are? We don’t. 
That’s why we need to be having these 
conversations with anyone and every-
one who we feel would make a good 
Mason and then a good 32° Mason. 

Membership starts in the symbolic 
lodges, ask members of your lodge 
to consider joining the Scottish Rite. 
Tell him about the things that you 
enjoy and the camaraderie shared at 
our events. More often than not, it is 
the little things which spark interest. I 
would encourage you to wear your Ma-
sonic ring (especially if it has a double-
headed eagle on it!), your lapel pins, get 
a magnet for your car, in essence make 
it known that you are a 32° Mason. 
Men are no longer required to come to 
us and ask to join…but they still can 
and it’s always easier to ask someone 
if it looks as though they might have 
the answer. Make yourself visible and 
available…you find a man to become a 
Master Mason then ask him to join the 
Scottish Rite!

James O. Sharp, MSA, and Shirley at MSA Christmas Party

Ernest G. Vittitoe, M.S.A., at the MSA 
Christmas Party in December 

Part of the MSA group at the MSA Christmas Party in December 

Edwin B. Smiley, MSA, and Betty at MSA Christmas Party
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Spring Reunion Meal Reservations
required by Friday,  February 19, 2010 

Saturday Breakfast $4.50
 Coffee and Juice
 Donuts, danishes and muffins

Saturday Lunch   $6.50
         Chili, Vegetable Soup
         Ham, Turkey, and Chicken Salad sandwiches
         Pasta Salad,   
 Iced Tea, Lemonade, and Coffee     

You can mail your meal reservation to the  
Scottish Rite office, 302 E. Jefferson St.,  
Bloomington, IL  61702 or call the  
Scottish Rite office at 309-828-6077 with your  
reservation count.  

You will be able to pick up your meal tickets at the 
Reunion registration desk.   
All candidate meals are complimentary.  

Mabel Crouch getting a hug from her favorite Santa

We’re on the Web
www.aasrbloomington.org
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