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AASR Valley of Bloomington
2011 Spring Reunion Degrees

Friday, March 4, 2011 
  
Degree       Staged Degree Title 

4th 6:30-6:50 p.m.  Master Traveler
6th 7:05-7:30 p.m.  Master of the Brazen Serpent
8th 7:50-8:15 p.m.  Intendent of the Building
  
Saturday, March 5, 2011 
 
11th 8:30-9:45 a.m.  Sublime Master Elected
12th 10:05-10:30 a.m.  Master of Mercy
14th 10:50-11:40 a.m.  Grand Elect Mason
Lunch 11:45-1:00  p.m. 
16th 12:00-12:35 p.m.  Princes of Jerusalem
  (Dining Room)
18th 1:00-1:50 p.m.  Knight of Rose Croix
29th 2:10-2:55 p.m.  Knight of St. Andrew
31st 3:15-3:55 p.m.  Knight Aspirant
32nd 4:15-5:05 p.m.  Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret
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   Brethren  
        All!

 

 
How does each of us envision 
a perfect world?  Each day as 
we read the news or watch 
television we witness terrible 
things that are taking place.  
Depressing as it is, that’s our 
world.  My guess is that all of 
us would like to see a change 
in the direction it appears 
to be heading.  Something 
more like that ideal world we 
imagine. 

 In the 18th Degree, we 
learn Faith, Hope and Char-
ity.  We have at least some 
faith in our fellowman.  We 
extend kindness and believe 
others reciprocate that kind-
ness.  We believe the Supreme 
Architect has a plan.  We 
believe that good men will 
reach out to others when they 
fall and that everyone has 
someone they can trust.   

 We also have hope.  
We hope that mankind will 
recognize and turn from evil.  
We hope that horrible crimes 
will come to an end.  We hope 
that good will overcome evil 
eventually.  We hope those 
we love, love us as well.  We 
know that ultimately good 
will prevail, even though to-
day’s news makes us wonder.  
 
 We practice charity.  Ev-
ery time we drop some spare 
change in the “Red Kettle”, 
make a donation to a youth 
group, or even volunteer for 
community service it makes 
a difference.  Our Rite makes 

donations to the Salvation 
Army, the Food Pantries, 
volunteers at the local Food 
Bank and assists others in 
need.  Practicing charity is 
what we do, but we could 
do more individually or as 
a group to make the world a 
better place.  

 Envisioning the Scot-
tish Rite being perfect would 
be great too.  The Scottish 
Rite, like other organizations 
has it ups and downs.  In 
Scottish Rite Masonry, I do 
believe we aim high.   Those 
in leadership roles have the 
capacity and opportunity 
to make the Scottish Rite its 
best.  We also value civility 
and generosity.  At times we 
face obstacles, but we adapt, 
make things happen and 
make progress choosing to do 
the right things and help find 
solutions. 

 Scottish Rite Masonry 
is in the midst of change.  
Our challenge is to address 
this change with grace and a 
positive attitude.  Programs, 
degrees and other facets will 
always change, but our fra-
ternity remains a source of 
friendships and high aspira-
tions.  These friendships and 
goals bring us a touch of that 
perfection that we hope to 
experience someday in its 
entirety.  

Fraternally,

Billy M. Burden, 33°
Commander-in-Chief
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This year the Community Concerns Committee was able to distribute $3,600 which was raised during the 2010 calen-
dar year. This is $300 more than was raised last year! A list of the recipients and the amount distributed is listed below. 
Again, just like last year, big thank you goes out the brethren in the Valley of Bloomington for making this happen. This 
endeavor is funded by those who happen to celebrate a birthday in the month the Stated Meeting is being held and 
anyone making an additional charitable contribution when paying their annual dues. Each birthday celebrant wishing to 
participate brings an item or two to the Stated Meeting which Bro. Gordon Ropp then auctions off to those in atten-
dance.  At our December meeting Bro. Ropp raised $168 on one bottle of wine! Wow!  If you haven’t had the opportu-
nity to participate in this event you are missing an experience you will never forget. 
Donations received during 2010 were presented to the following Bloomington/Normal agencies:
$1,200 was donated to each of the following: 
1) Salvation Army – Safe Harbor 
2) CASA – Child Advocacy Network
3) Home Sweet Home Mission
Each of the agencies expressed gratitude, in all 
cases numerous times, for the gift presented by 
the Scottish Rite Masons in the Valley of Bloom-
ington.  Each agency expressed concern with 
their fund raising efforts this year because of the 
difficult economic environment everyone is oper-
ating in, and they assured me the donated funds 
would be put to good use in their respective org-
anizations.
I would like to thank everyone for their generous
gifts and donations to make this possible!

2010 Community Concerns Committee Report by Gregory L. Clark, Chairman

Upper Right:  Gregory L. Clark, 33°,  presenting  
  check to Mary Ann Pullen of Home  
  Sweet Home Mission

  Right:  Check presentation to Captain DJ James of
              the Salvation Army   

Left:  L to R - Judy Brucker being pre-
sented the check by Greg Clark, then 
Mary Whitaker of the Child Advocacy 
Network.
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Palm Sunday, April 17, 2011 — 7:00 a.m. 
Bloomington Masonic Temple

Mt. Calvary Chapter of Rose Croix invites members, families and friends of the Masonic 
Fraternity to attend the Annual Memorial Observance of the Feast of the Paschal Lamb 
and the Relighting of the Lights.
The Spring Season is an appropriate time for Masons to gather together and pause to 
reaffirm their belief in the immortality of the soul.  The Feast of the Paschal Lamb is nei-
ther the Feast of the Passover nor the institution of the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
although it commemorates both.
Rather, this beautiful and symbolic service is in memory of those of our Brothers who 
have gone to their eternal reward during the past year.    A special invitation, therefore, is 
extended to the families of our departed Brethren.
  Participating with the Officers of the Chapter of Rose Croix in this service are:
 DeMolay Commandery No. 24, Knights Templar and  
 the Fourth Degree, Bloomington Assembly, Knights of Columbus.

Please plan to join us during this season of renewal and rebirth as we celebrate the di-
vine gifts of life and Brotherly Love.

Andrew S. Bender — Most Wise Master

Feast of the Paschal Lamb

Good of the Order

L-R Counter clockwise:   Robert H. Wright, 33°, Mark Mor-
rison, Jeff Henry, Jerald H. Starks, Jeffery J. Fox and Jim L. 
Grimm, 33°
On Jan. 2, 2011 a joint installation was held for Bloomington 
Lodge #43 and Wade Barney Lodge #512 by the installing 
team of Bob, Jim, Jerry and Jeff for new worshipful masters 
Mark Morrison of 43 and Jeff Henry of Wade Barney. 

Above L-R:   Michael R. Fowler, 33° and Jeff Henry giving 
Blood on Saturday Jan. 29th at Bloomington Temple for 
the Annual Red Cross Blood Drive sponsored by Wade 
Barney Lodge #512.   Al House reported that 10 units 
were donated during the event.  
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Above:  Mr. & Mrs. Donald G. Anderson, MSA

Attendees enjoying fellowship at the MSA Christmas Party at Lakeside Country Club 

Above:  Roger F. Aukerman, MSA and Deb

Above:  Paul E. Clark, MSA and Tami Above:  Donald R. Gottselig, MSA and Mary Ellen

Mary Lowery, Lorraine Drybread and Ronald F. Lowery, MSA Above:  M. Merle Murray, MSA and Donna

Above:  Betty and Edwin B. Smiley, MSA Above:  James O. Sharp, MSA and Shirley

Above:  Jackie and Bill E. Tanner, MSA designee Above:  Linda Arbour and Earnest G. Vittitoe, MSA 



Valley Newsbriefs Valley of 

Bloomington

News

..........
..

..........
..........
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Family Movie Night is Sunday, March 20.  The 
movie is The Pink Panther (1963) with Peter 
Sellers and is PG.   The movie begins at 7 p.m. 

Family Movie Night - 
Normal Theatre

   Eternal Reward
J. Robert James,   Normal, IL      12-22-10
Stanley D. Phares,   Decatur, IL   12-30-10   
Donald H. Blight   Mountain Home, AR 
      01/29/2011

Coming “Rite” Up
Feb. 14
         

          

Apr.     4
           5
         17

ILCHIP at Blooming Grove Academy was held from 8:30 to 
10:30; we did 58, out of an enrollment of 83, students.  Includ-
ing school personnel, there were 20 volunteers, 5 were masons.  
Set-up started around 7:45 and we were loaded and gone by 
10:40, with every table and chair put back in its proper place.
 Set-up started at noon in the Mulberry School with the first 

child starting around 12:45.  There was a 15 minute break in 
the action waiting on some students to arrive.   By 2:00 PM 
35 children had been taken care of and we were out of there 
by 2:35.  There was a total of 17 volunteers, of which 7 were 
Masons, participating in that event.  The Masons who assisted 
were Forrest Lee Devore, Don Boyd, Bill Tanner, Bob Irwin, 
Bob Trefzger, Mark Martin and Stephen Sigler.   Stephen Sigler 
thanks all who were involved to make the whole thing happen.

January stated meeting - $150.00

Scottish Rite Scholarships
This is a reminder to talk to your fellow Scottish 
Rite members and friends about filling out and sub-
mitting scholarships for the coming academic year!

Birthday Auction

   Bell Ringing at Macy’s
The annual Bell Ringing for the Salvation Army 
sponsored by the Lodge of Perfection was held 
Saturday, Dec. 18th near the Macy’s inside 
entrance at Eastland Mall.   Pat Schlehuber and 
Andy Bender rang bells in the afternoon. 

Thrice Potent Master Adam E. Young would like 
to extend a warm thanks to those who assisted in 
this year’s bell ringing. Not every act of kindness 
is seen on TV and not every generosity is preced-
ed by a huge check but the time and dedication 
put in by our members continues to assist those 
who are in the most need in our communities. 
They have truly performed their work with the 
Masonic trowel.

Trustee Meeting, 6 pm, Stated Meeting, 7 pm, All bodies
    Annual Election of Officers
Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor

May.     1

           7
    

Valentine’s Dinner at Times Past: social 6 pm, dinner 6:30 pm

Mar.     1
     4 & 5     
           7
         20

Trustee Meeting, 6 pm — Stated Meeting, 7 pm, Chapter Line
Spring Reunion at BCPA
Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Family Movie Night at Normal Theatre, 7 pm

Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Meeting, 6 pm, Stated Meeting, 7 pm, Consistory Line
Feast of the Paschal Lamb, Bloomington Temple, 7 am

 
I would like to invite all Past Thrice Potent Master’s to join the 
officers of Bloomington Lodge of Perfection for dinner at 
The Ozark House on Friday, March 18, 2011.

We will have individual tickets and order off the regular menu. 
Please join us at 5:30 for social time and 6:00 for dinner. 
Reservations are required; Contact me at 
(309) 219-1427 or jefffox512@gmail.com to make a reservation. 

I hope to see you there,
Jeff Fox
Deputy Master, Bloomington Lodge of Perfection

Lodge of Perfection Line Dinner

Yard Sale
Wade Barney’s annual Masonic Yard Sale to 
benefit the McLean County Health Care Clinic 
will be held April 29th and 30th.   Contact Ber-
nie Maharg at 309-706-5117 to donate items or 
to arrange for pick-up of items.

Game Room Fun
Come out and have some fun!  Where?   The 
game room at the Bloomington Temple where we 
gather from 7:00 - 10:00 am, Monday through 
Friday for cards, pool and good fellowship.
Cookies and coffee provided!
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A HUMBLE SPIRIT submitted by Jim L. Grimm, 33° 

In his own eyes, Mike was the most popular guy around. 
“A lot of women are gonna be totally miserable when I 
marry,” he boasted to his date.

“Really?” she said. “And just how many women are you 
intending to marry?” (Maybe you knew that guy.)

But I like the story of a young woman who wanted to go 
to college. Her heart sank, however, when she read the 
question on the admission form that asked, “Are you a 
leader?” Being both honest and conscientious, she wrote, 
“No,” and returned the application, expecting the worst.

To her surprise, she received this letter from the college: 
“Dear applicant: A study of the admission forms reveals 
that this year our school will enroll 1,452 new leaders. 
We would like to accept you because we feel it is im-
perative that they have at least one follower.”

Sometimes a little bit of humble pie goes well with a 
rich meal.  Actually, what passes for conceit in many 
people is often just a plea for attention. A poor sense of 
self may cause one to want to be the prominent star in 
every constellation. Humility, on the other hand, does 
not require that one shine less brightly than others, 
simply that all be given opportunity to shine.

That great 19th Century African American educa-
tor Booker T. Washington exemplified the power of a 
simple and modest spirit. A story is told of a day when 
Washington, then a professor at Tuskegee Institute in 
Alabama, happened to pass the mansion of a wealthy 
woman as he walked to work.

The woman did not recognize him and called out, “Hey 
you! Come here!  I need some wood chopped!” She was 
a product of her southern post-Civil War culture and 
simply perceived him as a black man who was there to 
do her bidding.

Without a word, Dr. Washington peeled off his jacket, 
picked up the ax and went to work. He not only cut a 
large pile of wood, he also carried the firewood into the 
house and arranged it neatly by the fireplace.

He had scarcely left when a servant said to the woman, 
“I guess you didn’t recognize him, ma’am, but that was 
Professor Washington!”

Embarrassed and ashamed, the woman hurried over to 
Tuskegee Institute to apologize. The great educator re-
spectfully replied: “There’s no need to apologize, madam. 
I’m delighted to do favors for my friends.”

The professor may have taught one of his greatest les-
sons that day.   It was a lesson about astronomy: he 
taught that every star can shine without one out-shining 
all the others. It was a lesson about peace: he taught how 
self-interest must often be set aside for the good of the 
whole. And it was a lesson about spirituality: he taught 
about the power of a meek and humble spirit in a world 
where aggression is too-often confused with strength.

It is a lesson we are still learning.

Steve Goodier, 
September 28, 2010, Life Support System Publishing, 
Inc.

Join Your Spring Reunion March 4th and 5th
Below are summaries of lessons we learn from the degrees that we portray most often at our reunions.

4th Degree, Master Traveler - this introductory degree to Scottish Rite Freemasonry provides a preview to the moral 
truths that we shall witness on our journey through Scottish Rite Freemasonry.
 
14th Degree, Grand Elect Mason - as the summit of Ancient Craft Masonry, this degree impresses us with the holiness 
of God and the reverence due His holy name.

15th Degree, Knight of the East - the lesson of this degree emphasizes the importance of loyalty to our beliefs and  
fidelity to our obligations.

16th Degree, Prince of Jerusalem - this degree exemplifies fidelity to duty and devotion to truth.

18th Degree, Knight of the Rose Croix of HRDM - the message of this degree reveals the new law of love and that we 
should prepare a temple in our hearts where god is worshiped.

31st Degree, Night Aspirant - in this degree, we learn that our duty is service to humanity when God calls us up to labor.

32nd Degree, Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret - as the culmination of Scottish Rite Freemasonry, this degree  
celebrates the triumph of individual integrity and our obligation to serve humanity.
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On Monday, January 31, 2011 , the Rose 
Croix line hosted their second volunteer 
opportunity at the Midwest Food Bank on 
Veterans Parkway in Bloomington.  
 
From 5:00 to 7:00, members worked to 
package frozen cooked sausage into plastic 
bags, label and place six bags per box for 
later distribution.  Those members in atten-
dance included Andy Bender, Barry Carney, 
Bernie Maharg, Bill Tanner, Bob Trefzger, 
Dale Arbour, Dan Yandel, Gordy Ropp,  Pat 
Schlehuber and Roger Aukerman. 

The event offered a convenient opportunity 
to do something positive for the community, 
as well as time to enjoy the company of fel-
low Scottish Rite members.  
 
Midwest Food Bank provides food through-
out the state of Illinois.    They have grown 
from a house in 2003 to the current ware-
house near Veterans Parkway and Morrisey 
Avenue in 2005.

Midwest Food Bank Event

L-R:  Andy Bender, Barry Carney, Bernie Maharg and Dan Yandel   
Below L-R:  Roger Aukerman, Barry Carney, Bernie Maharg and Pat Schlehuber

We’re on the Web
www.aasrbloomington.org
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