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Feast of the Paschal Lamb
Palm Sunday, April 17, 2011 — 7:00 a.m. 

Bloomington Masonic Temple

Mt. Calvary Chapter of Rose Croix invites members, families and friends of the Masonic Fraternity to at-
tend the Annual Memorial Observance of the Feast of the Paschal Lamb and the Relighting of the Lights.
The Spring Season is an appropriate time for Masons to gather together and pause to reaffirm their belief 
in the immortality of the soul.  The Feast of the Paschal Lamb is neither the Feast of the Passover nor the 
institution of the Sacrament of Holy Communion although it commemorates both.
Rather, this beautiful and symbolic service is in memory of those of our Brothers who have gone to their 
eternal reward during the past year.    A special invitation, therefore, is extended to the families of our  
departed Brethren.
  Participating with the Officers of the Chapter of Rose Croix in this service are:
 DeMolay Commandery No. 24, Knights Templar and  
 the Fourth Degree, Bloomington Assembly, Knights of Columbus.

Please plan to join us during this season of renewal and rebirth as we celebrate the divine gifts of life and 
Brotherly Love.

Sincerely,

Andrew S. Bender — Most Wise Master
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                   Brethren
        My  
   Annual
   Report 
     to All!

 

I must begin by giving special 
thanks to my wife, my best 
friend, and your First Lady of 
the Rite, Ms. Kathy.  Her edit-
ing helped me articulate my 
hopes and goals for the Rite and 
probably improved my articles 
for the Cathedral News…a little.  
She helped make my term more 
successful and more like I hoped 
it would be.  Even though we 
were in different geographic 
locations for awhile she was al-
ways there for me and was very 
supportive throughout my ten-
ure.  I would also like to extend 
special thanks to my advisors, 
Danny Leifel, Bob Wright and 
Mike Fowler who offered wise 
counsel.  My heartfelt gratitude 
goes to all those involved in 
making the last two years suc-
cessful in the operation of the 
Valley of Bloomington.   

The Valley of Bloomington can 
be very proud of the several 
committees that are actively 
moving this Valley forward.  
The dedication of the officers 
and the involvement of our 
members demonstrate the har-
mony, strength and support in 
Bloomington-Normal Masonry.

Our year began with the election 
of officers.  Presiding Officers 
included Adam E. Young, who 
was elected as Thrice Potent 
Master for the Lodge of Perfec-
tion; Bernard M. North, who 
was elected as Sovereign Prince 
for the Zerubbabel Council, 
Princes of Jerusalem; and An-
drew S. Bender, who was elected 
as Most Wise Master, Mt. Cal-
vary Chapter, Rose Croix. 

The Valley of Bloomington had a 
great turnout of members at the 

June 2010 Council of Delibera-
tion to witness Dale F. Arbour 
receive the Meritorious Service 
Award for 2010.  Dale is Past 
Most Wise Master and Editor of 
the Cathedral News.  Bill E. Tan-
ner was named recipient for the 
Valley’s MSA at the 2011 ICOD.
The Illinois Council of Delibera-
tion named Ill.·.Barry D. Weer, 
33°, Past Commander-in-Chief, 
as the 2010 Distinguished 
Service Award recipient.  Our 
sincere congratulations go out to 
these men who were recognized 
for their fraternal achievements. 

The Valley continued the birth-
day auction at our monthly stat-
ed meetings.  The dollars raised 
were earmarked for our Chari-
table Concerns Fund.  At year 
end the Valley of Bloomington 
made donations to the Salva-
tion Army Safe Harbor Shelter, 
Home Sweet Home Mission and 
the local Bloomington-Normal 
Child Advocacy Program.   
The Valley of Bloomington fo-
cused on four primary concerns 
throughout the year.  Events 
sponsored by each line high-
lighted Charity, Family, Com-
munity, and Membership.  The 
officers of the Lodge of Perfec-
tion, Zerubbabel Council, Mt. 
Calvary Chapter Rose Croix, 
and the Consistory Line helped 
make these events successful by 
serving as chairmen or on the 
committees which included:
Charity: 

Volunteering as Bell Ringers • 
for the Salvation Army
Delivering Peace Meals• 
Volunteering to pack food • 
for the local Food Bank 
Making contributions from • 
our Charitable Concerns 
Fund.

Family:  
Family picnic at the Scottish • 
Rite Recreation Area
Feast of the Paschal Lamb• 
Chili Cook off• 
Movie night out Ladies Val-• 
entine Dinner.

             (continued next page)
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Community:  
Clean up trash on Constitu-• 
tion Trail 
Assisting with ICHIP events• 

Membership:  
Having successful Spring and • 
Fall Reunions 
Taking degrees on the road to • 
area lodges making becoming 
a Scottish Rite Mason more 
“convenient” 

This year we celebrated the 
100th anniversary of Zerubbabel 
Council and Mt. Calvary Chapter 
Rose Croix.  These two bodies are 
an example of the heritage and 
longevity of Masonry in Bloom-
ington-Normal.  We recognized 
all who have become leaders of 
our Rite and our community by 
having been involved with the 
Council or Chapter.

I want to take a moment to recog-
nize the service of Ill.·.David E. 
Young, 33°, Executive Secretary 
for the Valley of Bloomington 
since 1987.  Dave’s knowledge 
and expertise is most appreci-
ated.  The Valley of Bloomington 
expresses its sincere appreciation 

to Dave for his faithful tenure 
and consistently excellent service 
to the Rite. This brief thank you 
cannot begin to contain all the 
gratitude to Dave for everything 
he has done! 

The year ends with the election 
of new officers for each line.  I 
sincerely extend best wishes to 
the Valley of Bloomington and to 
all involved in moving this Val-
ley forward. 
 
One facet of Masonry is the 
friendships that are developed 
and nourished.  I joined in 1990, 
and since then I’ve met some of 
the best people one could call 
“friend.”  Ups and downs are an 
expected part of any relationship, 
and Masonry certainly sees both. 

My experience has been that the 
“best” we do overshadows the 
rest, and we continually move 
forward to exemplify, “who best 
can work and best agree.”

Vintner Robert Mondavi said of 
his private selection; “Wine to me 
is passion.  Its family and friends.  
It’s warmth of heart and generos-
ity of spirit.”

Brethren, Masonry to me is pas-
sion.  It is a new family and new 
friends.  The warmth of heart 

I hope that during my tenure, 
you felt I was supportive of your 
endeavors and worthy of the 
trust you placed in my leader-
ship.  I certainly appreciated 
being elected to serve you and 
felt your encouragement and 
support.  I felt it was my duty to 
be a champion for our Valley and 
to support all those who were 
Directors, Chairmen or serving 
the Rite in some capacity. 
 
My term as Commander-in-Chief 
is now ending.  I have enjoyed 
serving you and serving along-
side you.  In closing, it has been a 
great honor to serve the Valley of 
Bloomington Scottish Rite Ma-
sons.  From my heart…

Thank you!

Fraternally submitted,

Billy M. Burden, 33°
Commander-in-Chief
Valley of Bloomington 

Kathy and Billy M. Burden, 33° at the Valentine’s DinnerL - R:  Andrew S. Bender, Most Wise Master and Adam E. 
Young, Thrice Potent Master enjoying lunch at the Spring 
Reunion prior to the 16th Degree portrayal in the dining 
hall.
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54 members and ladies enjoyed the Bloomington Scottish Rite’s annual Valentines Dinner held 
at Times Past Inn on February 14th.  Our group met at the restaurant for the evening and en-
joyed the special menu that was prepared as well as fellowship with friends who were there.  
Centerpieces and candies to celebrate the date dressed up the tales and went home with guests 
who were selected by birth date.  Thank you to everyone for sending in reservations and attend-
ing the dinner!  Kathy and I enjoyed planning, decorating and hosting the evening.

B. Burden, 33°
Commander-in-Chief 

Annual Valentine Dinner Celebration

Some of the members and ladies enjoying the Valentines dinner 
and comraderie at Times Past Inn.  

Dan and Angela Yandel with Billy Burden, 33° 

Valley of Bloomington AASR 211th Reunion, March 4 & 5, 2011 

Richard M. Erickson, MSA getting a beverage before 
playing the Grand Chancelor in the 16th Degree  

portrayal in the dining room during lunch

R-L: Bernard M. North, Sovereign Prince introducing his Officers, Larry 
E. Raglan, High Priest, Michael W. Hiter, Senior Warden, Gary L. Welch, 

Junior Warden, Mark A. Kaegle, Master of Entrance and   
Sherwood  Smith, a Past Sovereign Prince.
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G. Garry Burr, 33° and ILL.·.Lee B. Lockwood, 33° Active Deputy, IL L-R: Robert H. Wright, 33°, Bernard M. North, Sovereign Prince, 
Candidate Darnell D. Durham, and Sherwood Smith

Ivan Cloyd, MSA registering Bernard M. North Ernest G. Vittitoe, MSA and Bill E. Tanner

Jeffrey L. Estes and Darnell D. Durham Dennis G. Garrigus, MSA and Andy H. Reining, 33° in lunch line

L-R: John D. Dorner, Robert T. Trefzger, 33° and Jeffery J. Fox Bill Rich and Bernard E. Maharg at stamp table

L-R: Gregory L. Clark, 33°, Kevin R. Clower & Alan J. Leight, MSA
preparing the stage for the 29th Degree

Gordon L. Ropp playing Artaban in the 16th Degree portrayal 
in the dining room following lunch



Valley Newsbriefs Valley of 

Bloomington

News
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“Diners, Drive-in and Dives” will be the theme 
for the August 20 campers’ pool party.   We are in 
the process of getting the party planned. This 
year we will be going back to the good ole days. 
So plan to join us for a fun day of diner food, 
drive in fun and dive in the pool.   
Watch for more details in the next newsletter. 
Volunteers are always welcomed.

“Diners, Drive-in and Dives”

   Eternal Reward

Robert  D. Liles,   Sun City West, AZ     03/04/2011
George R. Skillman,    Mahomet, IL     02/24/2011
Robert T. Rehtmeyer,   McLean, Il     02/21/2011
Leonard J. Rich,   Bloomington IL    02/05/2011
James F. Ulrich,   Wilmington, DE    01/10/2011  
Joseph E. Tannahill,  Walsenburg, CO   05/29/2009
William V. Patrick,   Hammond, IL     02/13/2009
 

Coming “Rite” Up

May     2
           3
           3
         27
  27 - 30    

The Scottish Rite Recreation Area Camp Clean up 
Weekend is scheduled for April 15, 16 and 17.  Clean up 
scheduled for Saturday, April 16, 2011 will start about 
8:00 a.m.  The club will supply breakfast of doughnuts, 
muffins and beverages.
It is the beginning of camping season at the Scottish 

Rite Campers’ Club.  And again this year, we are about 
the job of cleaning up after a long winter.
Last year we had a large number of SRRA club mem-

bers, friends and family participate in cleaning the lodge, 
pavilion, camping sites and returning the picnic tables 
to campsites.  It always brings to mind the old saying, 
“Many hands make light the load. “
As many of you know from years past, we have two sets 

of bathrooms, two bunk houses, porch of the lodge and 
the kitchen to clean. This year we are anticipating some 
painting and repairs included in our list of things to do. 
It is always nice to have many participants and especially 
this year when we are going to have several projects not 
included last year.
We will have a large assortment of jobs, so please come 

out and help get our season off to a clean start.
The Scottish Rite Campers’ Club will be supplying lunch 

and beverages for the clean up crew.

February stated meeting - $ ????
March stated meeting - $118.00

 Birthday Auction for Charity

Campout - 2nd - Ice Cream Social, 3rd - Potluck at SRRA 
Trustee Meeting, 5:30 PM, SRRA Community Room 
Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor

July  1-4
           5 
          11
    

 Apr.     17 
15, 16&17 
   29 & 30     

Feast of the Paschal Lamb, Bloomington Temple, 7 am
SRRA Camp Clean-up.   Start at 8:00 am on Saturday
Wade Barney Yard Sale for Special Olympics at Blm. Temple

Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Meeting, 6 pm 
Annual Meeting & Election of Officers - 7:00 PM, All Preside
SRAA Pool Opens
Campout - 28th-Dutch Oven Pot Luck at SRRA

Yard Sale
Wade Barney’s annual Masonic Yard Sale to 
benefit Special Olympics will be held April 
29th and 30th at the Bloomington Masonic 
Temple.   
Contact Bernie Maharg at 309-706-5117 or
Jeff Henry at 309-661-0325 to donate items or 
to arrange for pick-up of items.

     SRRA Camp Clean-Up

 June     6             
             7     

Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7:00 - Consistory Line

Game Room Fun
Come out and have some fun!  Where?   The 
game room at the Bloomington Temple where we 
gather from 7:00 - 10:00 am, Monday through 
Friday for cards, pool and good fellowship.
Cookies and coffee provided!
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Submitted by Jim L. Grimm, 33°
READ THIS 
LET IT REALLY SINK IN - THEN CHOOSE. 
John is the kind of guy you love to hate.  He is 
always in a good mood and always has something 
positive to say.  When someone would ask him how 
he was doing,  he would reply,  ‘If I were any better,  
I would be twins!!!’

 He was a natural motivator.

 If an employee was having a bad day,  John was 
there telling the employee how to look on the posi-
tive side of the situation.

 Seeing this style really made me curious,  so one 
day I went up and asked him,  ‘I don’t get it!!!

 You can’t be a positive person all of the time. How 
do you do it?’

 He replied,  ‘Each morning I wake up and say 
to myself,  you have two choices today.  You can 
choose to be in a good mood or ... you can choose 
to be in a bad mood

 I choose to be in a good mood.’

Each time something bad happens,  I can choose 
to be a victim or ... I can choose to learn from it.  I 
choose to learn from it.

 Every time someone comes to me complaining, 
I can choose to accept their complaining or ... I 
can point out the positive side of life.  I choose the 
positive side of life..

 
‘Yeah,  right,  it’s not that easy,’  I protested.

 ‘Yes,  it is,’  he said.  ‘Life is all about choices. 
When you cut away all the junk,  every situation is 
a choice.  You choose how you react to situations.  
You choose how people affect your mood.

 You choose to be in a good mood or bad mood. 
The bottom line:  It’s your choice how you live your 
life.’

 I reflected on what he said.  Soon hereafter,  I left 
the Tower Industry to start my own business.  We 
lost touch,  but I often thought about him when I 
made a choice about life instead of reacting to it.

 Several years later,  I heard that he was involved 
in a serious accident,  falling some 60 feet from a 
communications tower.

  
After 18 hours of surgery and weeks of intensive 
care,  he was released from the hospital with rods 
placed in his back.

 I saw him about six months after the accident.

 When I asked him how he was,  he replied,  ‘If I 
were any better,  I’d be twins...Wanna see my scars?’

 I declined to see his wounds,  but I did ask him 
what had gone through his mind as the accident 
took place.

 ‘The first thing that went through my mind was 
the well-being of my soon-to-be born daughter,’ he 
replied.  ‘Then,  as I lay on the ground,  I remem-
bered that I had two choices:  I could choose to live 
or... I could choose to die.  I chose to live.’

 ‘Weren’t you scared?  Did you lose consciousness?’  
I asked .

 He continued, ‘.. the paramedics were great.

 They kept telling me I was going to be fine.  But 
when they wheeled me into the ER and I saw the 
expressions on the faces of the doctors and nurses,  
I got really scared.  In their eyes,  I read  ‘he’s a dead 
man’.  I knew I needed to take action.’

 ‘What did you do?’  I asked.

 ‘Well,  there was a big burly nurse shouting ques-
tions at me,’  said John.  ‘She asked if I was allergic 
to anything  ‘Yes,  I replied.’  The doctors and nurses 
stopped working as they waited for my reply.  I took 
a deep breath and yelled,  ‘Gravity’.’

 Over their laughter,  I told them,  ‘I am choosing 
to live.  Operate on me as if I am alive,  not dead.’

 He lived,  thanks to the skill of his doctors,  but 
also because of his amazing attitude... I learned 
from him that every day we have the choice to live 
fully.

 Attitude,  after all,  is everything.

 Therefore,  do not worry about tomorrow,  for 
tomorrow will worry about itself.  Each day has 
enough trouble of its own.’  Matthew 6:34.

 After all today is the tomorrow you worried about 
yesterday.
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Conforming to Article 1, Section 1 of the Bylaws of 
the Coordinate Bodies, Ancient Accepted Scottish 
Rite of Freemasonry, Valley of Bloomington, notice 
is hereby given that the Annual Meeting will be 
held at the Bloomington Masonic Temple, 302 E. 
Jefferson Street, Bloomington, at 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, 
May 5, 2010.

Pursuant to Article III, Bloomington Consistory, 
32°,  Bloomington Lodge of Perfection, 14°,  Zerub-
babel Council, Princes of Jerusalem, 16°, and  Mt. 
Calvary Chapter Rose Croix, 18°, will conduct elec-
tion of officers and appointments will be made.

The Annual Reports of the offices will be made 
along with other business which may properly be 
considered and acted upon at the meeting.  All 
members in good standing of the Scottish Rite, Val-
ley of Bloomington are entitled to attend and vote 
on matters before the bodies.

Adam E. Young
Thrice Potent Master
Bloomington Lodge of Perfection

Bernard M. North, 
Sovereign Prince
Zerubbabel Council, Princes of  
Jerusalem

Andrew S. Bender
Most Wise Master
Mt. Calvary Chapter, Rose Croix

Billy M. Burden, 33°
Commander-in-Chief
Bloomington Consistory

Attest:
David E. Young, 33°
Executive Secretary

Annual  Meeting and  Election of Officers

We’re on the Web
www.aasrbloomington.org
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