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AASR Valley of Bloomington to Name Reunion Class in Honor of  
Ill. David E. Young, 33°

The Valley of Bloomington’s Board of Trustees announced that its 
2011 Fall Reunion Class will be named in honor of our former 
Valley Executive Secretary, Ill. David Edward Young, 33°.  

David began his Masonic associations early in life, witnessing the 
living example of his father, the Rev. Clarence C. Young, M.S.A., 
and participating in DeMolay as a youth.  When he came of age, 
David became active in the Masonic fraternity, and has been a pil-
lar in the life of the Scottish Rite Valley of Bloomington.  

Along with his excellent ritual and degree work that he has shared 
through the years, David served the Valley as Thrice Potent Master 
of Bloomington Lodge of Perfection during 1982-83.  

For his devoted service to the Rite and to Humanity, David was 
created a Sovereign Grand Inspectors General, 33rd Degree and 
Honorary Member of the Supreme Council for the Northern Ma-
sonic Jurisdiction in Milwaukee, Wisconsin in September, 1990.   

For 24 years, from 1987 until the Spring of 2011, David served 
the Valley of Bloomington as its Executive Secretary.  Through 
his untiring efforts and devotion to duty as its chief administra-
tive officer, David provided consistent leadership that helped steer 
the Valley through many challenging periods.   When the Valley 
owned the Scottish Rite Temple, David spent untold hours ar-
ranging and supervising the rentals of that building and finding 
creative ways to maintain the aging facility, all while carrying out 
his other duties for the Rite.  Upon the sale of that facility to the 
City of Bloomington, David also helped provide the transition 
to our new home in the Bloomington Masonic Temple where he 
faithfully served for the last ten years.  

On the occasion of his retirement from 
the position of Executive Secretary this 
Spring, David was permanently appointed 
to the honorary position of Executive Sec-
retary Emeritus. 

David and his wife, Sandy, will be our 
honored guests at the Fall Reunion Ban-
quet, on Saturday, November 5, starting at 
6:00 pm.  Please plan now to attend, so we 
can show them our deep appreciation for 
their many years of service!
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I hope to use this space during my 
term as Commander-in-Chief to 
have a running conversation with 
each of you on several different 
topics.  
 
First, I’d like to remind ourselves of 
the difference our fraternity makes 
in the lives of men, their families, 
society, and the world.   Why?  
Because I think it’s very important 
that we can each express in our 
own way – both to ourselves and to 
those we meet – answers to ques-
tions like:  “Why be a Scottish Rite 
Mason?” and “Why is it important 
that Scottish Rite Masonry lives 
on to touch future generations?”    
(I believe that the answers to 
these questions are found in lives 
changed for the better.)   

I’d also like to offer a word of hope, 
vision, and inspiration.   If Scottish 
Rite is to function and live for men 
of future generations, our attitudes 
must project an optimistic view of 
the fraternity, about where it can 
go, and what it can be.  We need to 
become more innovative in our ap-
proach.  We must build together – 
by deepening personal relationships 
that are formed and grown here, by 
finding successful ways to expand 
the inner circle of fellowship, and 
by continuously renovating the 
fraternal platform by which all this 
is enabled. 
 

We’ll also talk about current activi-
ties – using them to illustrate our 
values and principles.
 
In the spirit of being optimistic 
and invitational, let’s work on our 
Scottish Rite “elevator speech” 
today.    The idea is that in less than 
a minute (about the time of an 
elevator ride), to be able to share 
the essence of our fraternity, and 
convey why it is important to you. 

Here’s my quick “30 second”  
version: 

“Being a Scottish Rite mason helps 
a good man grow in character.  It’s 
a way that for hundreds of years, 
men have passed on important life 
lessons from one generation to 
the next.   From these principles, 
we learn more about what it really 
means to be a free man in today’s 
world.   Plus it’s a way we can have 
fun with others of good character, 
and offer each other friendship 
through life.  Let’s get together and 
talk more about it. How about I get 
on your calendar?” 
 
 
If you have more time, you could 
consider illustrating with a few of 
these points: 
 
“For example, we learn more about 
what it means to be: 

A better man, husband,  •	
      father, and friend

A servant-leader at home and •	
      in society

A critical thinker who seeks  •	
      truth A man of charity who  
      respects and cares for others 

A man of faithfulness who en- •	
      genders loyalty, honesty,  and  
      trust in relationships  

A man of action who is en- •	
      gaged in the world around  
      him, yet avoids becoming a  
      ‘worldly’ man

A man of character and justice  •	
      who can be a leader and an    
      impartial judge of his peers 

A man of tolerance who re- •	
      spects the integrity and per- 
      sonal beliefs of others

A man of responsibility who  •	
      Is productive and accountable  
      in his work

A man of freedom who will •	
      ingly serves his community  
      and models good citizenship  

A man of healing and mercy  •	
      who is willing to both apolo- 
      gize and forgive

A servant of God who can ex- •	
      press love through service, care,  
      and self-sacrifice”

I encourage each of you to come up 
with your own “elevator speech.”   
Feel free to use parts of mine.  The 
important thing is that we each 
crystalize our thinking about our 
fraternity into some bite-sized 
pieces that we can be comfortable 
sharing!  

Doesn’t the world need more men 
with these attributes?  Wouldn’t it 
be a shame if our sons and grand-
sons lose out on experiencing this 
kind of knowledge and mentoring, 
which could help them grow into 
men of honor and integrity?  Get 
your elevator speech polished up, 
and use it! 

   Fraternally,

    Robert T. Trefzger, 33°
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Comments from the Commander-in-Chief
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For years, the Scottish Rite Recre-
ational Area (SRRA) has been an 
important facility serving the Valley 
of Bloomington, and beyond.   And, 
2011 is already proving to be anoth-
er banner year for the facility!

The SRRA is a semi-wooded plot of 
land near Lake Bloomington, about 
10 miles north of Bloomington-
Normal, and just a few miles off of 
I-39 exit 8.  It is owned and oper-
ated by the Scottish Rite Valley of 
Bloomington, and features 25 pads 
of camping, a playground, a large 
covered picnic area with grill, a large 
in-ground swimming pool, and a 
Lodge which has a full kitchen, and 
can accommodate overnight group 
stays.  Maps and usage information 
are located at the Valley website 
[www.valleyofbloomington.org   
under the Member Benefits tab, 
then click on SRRA].  

As you might expect, our swimming 
pool has seen a lot of activity this 
year, particularly on weekends and 
during the recent string of very hot 
days.  Scottish Rite groups routinely 
use the facilities, including events 
such as the Scottish Rite Picnic and 
the summer Trustees steak fry, for 
individual SR members and fami-
lies picnicking and swimming, and 
the SR Camping Club who enjoy 
camping and swimming activities, 
and sponsor potlucks and ice cream 
socials.  Over the 4th of July, the 
Camping Club had over 65 in at-
tendance for the tasty festivities! 

Perhaps more interesting is the large 
number of groups that have already 
used the facility in 2011 beyond the 
Campers Club and Bloomington 
Scottish Rite.  Member-sponsored 
groups using the facilities are often 
50 persons or more, and have in-
cluded several family reunions, affili-
ated body meetings and campouts, 
the American Passion Play Picnic, 
Scout Troops, and even birthday-
swim parties!  

Just recently over 150 persons at-
tended the Rainbow Grand Line 
orientation and reception at the 
SRRA Lodge, with a capacity crowd 
of 45 persons staying overnight.  
On a different week, Rainbow also 
held its leadership camp for six days 
using the Lodge kitchen to prepare 
full meals for about 60 Rainbow 
Girl campers, and 30 staff.  

Later in the summer, the SRRA 
typically hosts a DeMolay weekend, 
as well as several youth and super-
vising adults from the Masonic 
Children’s Homes. 

Certainly the SRRA is continuing 
its important mission of serving our 
Scottish Rite Families and provid-
ing a platform for serving others, 
that our order might be a catalyst 
for helping relationships among all 
people become better, stronger, and 
more meaningful.  And in turn, we 
pray that the many fond memories 
of family and friends and the new 
friendships formed at the SRRA 
might last a lifetime!

The SRRA is open and free to 
members for picnics and swimming. 
It is always good to check the SRRA 
calendar on our Valley website, to 
make sure the pool will be avail-
able, as access to it must be limited 
during certain youth campouts. 
Likewise, please Email or call Barry 
Carney, Director of SRRA  
[SRRA@Barrycar.com or (309-
838-8866)], for specific information 
about pool use and access if you have 
not been swimming there before on 
an individual family basis. 

For more information about the 
Scottish Rite Recreation Area or the 
Scottish Rite Camping Club, please 
see our website at  
www.valleyofbloomington.org   
under the Member Benefits tab, or 
call the Scottish Rite Office at 309-
828-6077. 

Scottish Rite Recreation Area:
Host to Hundreds from April through October
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Jackie and Bill E. Tanner, MSA from the Valley of Bloomington

2011 Illinois Council of Deliberation was held June 25th at the Normal Marriot Hotel.   
Meritorious Service Awards were given at the Banquet Saturday Evening

Bill pondering with his new red hat

Bill E. Tanner, MSA & Russell A. McCulley, 2012 Designee Lila &  Russell A. McCulley, 2012 MSA Designee

Above:  Bill Tanner being congratulated  by 
Active Members James L. Tungate, 33° and 
John T. Phillips, 33° during MSA Honors. 

At Left:  CiC Robert T. Trefzger, 33° congrat-
ulating Bill Tanner as the Valley of Blooming-
ton’s newest MSA recipient.
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On Friday, August 29, 2011 , the 
Zerubbabel Council line will host 
a volunteer opportunity at the 
Midwest Food Bank on Veterans 
Parkway in Bloomington, from 
5:00 to 7:00 pm.  
   
The event will offer an opportu-
nity to serve the community in the 
company of fellow Scottish Rite 
members. 

Midwest Food Bank provides food 
throughout the state of Illinois.  
They have grown from a house in 
2003 to the current warehouse in 
South Bloomington near Veterans 
Parkway.

To Volunteer to help  
call the Scottish Rite Office at 
309-828-6077 or contact Larry 
Raglan at his email address:   
larryraglan@yahoo.com.

AASR Valley of Bloomington
2011 Fall Reunion Degrees

Midwest Food Bank

Perhaps now is the time to consider purchasing a 600 Club Life Membership. 
  

As you know, the local Valley portion of your dues went up $5.00 for 2011-2012; and will go up another $5.00 
in each of the next three years.  The cost of a Life Membership is ten (10) times the current dues.  The 2011-
2012 dues (including per capita assessments for the Illinois Council of Deliberation and Supreme Council) was 
$89.00, so the current cost of a 600 Club Life Membership is $890.00.  
 

SPECIAL OFFER 

To assist you to make the decision to purchase a Life Membership now, the Trustees have approved a SPE-
CIAL OFFER.
Have you already paid your $89.00 dues?  If you send an additional $801.00 to the Secretary by December 31, 
2011, both your 2011-2012 dues and your 600 Club Life Membership will be marked PAID IN FULL, and you 
will never receive another dues payment notice from the Valley. 

Can’t make the full payment? 

If you make an initial $178.00 payment and agree to pay your annual dues PLUS an additional $178.00 pay-
ment in each of the following four years (five $178.00 payments in total), your 600 Club Life Membership 
obligation will be frozen at the $890.00 level.  So stay current with your annual dues and make the minimum 
payments annually, and in five years you will be a Life Member.  If you pay the full amount of $890.00 quick-
er, you’ll avoid paying annual dues more quickly; saving even more dollars. 
 
Questions:  Call Barry Weer or Bob Erwin at 309 828-6077, or sign the coupon below and forward to: 
 
 Office of the Secretary   I want to be a 600 Club Life Member
 Valley of Bloomington AASR  My check for  □ $801.00 or □ $178.00
 P.O. Box 3695    is enclosed:
 Bloomington, Illinois 61702-3695  signed:      _______________________

SPECIAL LIFE MEMBERSHIP OFFER!  by Barry D. Weer 33°

Friday,  November 4, 2011 
 Degree      Degree Title 

  4th   06:30-06:50 p.m.  Master Traveler
14th   07:05-07:50 p.m.  Grand Elect Mason
15th   08:10-08:45 p.m.  Knight of the East
  
Saturday,  November 5, 2011 
 
18th   08:30-09:20 a.m.  Knight of Rose Croix
19th   09:45-10:15 a.m.  Brothers of the Trail
25th   10:45-11:15 a.m.  Master of Achievement
Lunch 11:15-1:00  p.m. 
26th   01:00-01:30 p.m.  Friend and Brother Eternal
28th   02:00-02:35 p.m.  Knight of the Sun
31st   03:00-03:40 p.m.  Knight Aspirant
32nd   04:00-04:45 p.m.  Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret
           06:00-08:00 p.m.  Fall Banquet, BCPA Dining Room
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“Diners, Drive-in and Dives” will be the theme 
for the August 20 campers’ pool party.   We are in 
the process of getting the party planned. This 
year we will be going back to the good ole days. 
So plan to join us for a fun day of diner food, 
drive in fun and dive in the pool.   
Watch for more details in the next newsletter. 
Volunteers are always welcomed.

“Diners, Drive-in and Dives”

        Eternal Reward
Ronald L. Laymon,  Normal, IL   08-10-11
Robert R. Allen,  Loda, IL     07-26-11
John W.  Twenty,  Zionsville, IN    07-25-11 
Raymond E. Temple,  Hopedale, IL     07-23-11
Glenn McKinley,  LeRoy, IL             07-10-11  
Virgil E. Krug,  El Paso, IL               07-05-11 
Loel D. Pfoff,  Nolensville, TN            06-30-11  
Edward F. Heiken,  Dunlap, IL            06-29-11
Paul W. Verkler,  Saybrook, IL       06-28-11
Donald L. Dillow,  Bloomington, IL   06-26-11
James O. Karr,  Wilmington, IL          06-16-11
Leo J. Weingart,  Branson, MO           05-16-11  
Vernon C. Bolen,  Shattuc, IL        11-10-06 
Joseph R. Shive,  Mesa, AZ          04-23-06

Coming “Rite” Up

Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Meeting, 6 PM, Stated 7 PM - Council Line
Campout (10/15) Close & Clean-up - Noon soup potluck
Chapter Line volunteering at Midwest Food Bank, 5 - 7 pm

 Sept. 2 - 5    
              6
            12
            23

Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7 PM - Chapter Line
Chili Cook-off sponsored by Lodge of Perfection
Fall Reunion at BCPA
Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor

Campout (9/3) 5 pm, Potluck with smoked meats provided
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7 PM - Lodge of Perfection Line
Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Chapter Line Dinner, Ozark House; Social 5:30, Dinner 6:30pm

Aug.   20
          29

Diners, Drive-in and Dives pool party at SRRA, Starts 2 pm
Council Line volunteering at Midwest Food Bank, 5 - 7 pm

 Oct.     3
            4
    14 - 16
           19

 Nov.      1
              1
       4 & 5
              7
            
            

Family Picnic
The Lodge of Perfection Line again hosted the 
Valley’s Family Picnic at the Recreation Area. 
There was plenty of food and the new pool was 
wonderful. A special thanks to Barry Carney for 
all his efforts in seeing that everything was in 
great shape and to Theron Noth for bringing his 
horseshoe and croquet sets. Pat Schlehuber was 
the overall event coordinator and he did a won-
derful job; all told, over 40 people enjoyed a beau-
tiful day. This is an annual event and I hope to see 
you and your family there next year, the dates will 
be on the website and in the Cathedral News.

The Scottish Rite Recreation Area pool is open for mem-
bers and guests to use from Memorial Day through Labor 
Day.  The pool us usually available every day for use unless it is 
closed due to water maintenance.

The gate is always locked for security, but there is a key avail-
able.  If you would like to use the pool please call Barry Carney 
on his cell phone (838-8866) and he can let you know where 
the key is located.  It is also good to give Barry a call to make 
sure the pool is open before you go up to the Recreation Area.

Rules for the pool are posted at the pool.  If the Solar Cover 
is on the pool you will need to remove it, cover it with the 
white cover to protect it from the Sun and then replace the 
cover when you are done.  There is a roller at the deep end of 
the pool for removal and storage of the cover.  One person can 
remove it and put it back on, but it is easier with Two people.  
You should never swim alone anyway.

An adult must always be present if children are swimming in 
the pool.

Beginning September 1st, the Scottish Rite Office in the 
Bloomington Masonic Temple, 302 E. Jefferson Street, 
Bloomington, Illinois will have new hours: 10:00 am to 
1:00 pm daily, Monday through Friday (closed National 
Holidays).  The phone number remains 309 828-6077, 
and has a message system. 

SRRA Pool Available for Members

New Office Hours
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Above L-R:  John Dorner, Melissa Raglan, Mable Crouch, Barry Weer, Wally Crouch and  
Sovereign Prince Larry Raglan enjoying fellowship before the Family Picnic meal in June. Jamie Fox& Thrice Potent Master 

Jeff Fox at the pool

Adam and Karen Young after the picnicAndy Bender and his son Paul playing in the pool

Most Wise Master Dan Yandel and wife Angela at the picnicFamilies enjoying the pool after the picnic

The Lodge of Perfection sponsored the Annual Family Picnic  
at the Scottish Rite Recreation Area on June 18th 
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Thrice Potent Master Jeff Fox helping with the 
Clean Up on the Constitution Trail in July 

   Constitution Trail Clean Up   by Jeff Fox, Thrice Potent Master
This year the trail clean up was scheduled for July 23 and while it was just me this year, this event has been very 
popular in the past. There was a scheduling conflict with another group which pulled away several of the “regu-
lars”; however, I cleaned from the Grove St. intersection to the Masonic shelter past “Camel back” Bridge. It 
was a warm day but I was stopped by many passers-by and thanked...I had my Valley of Bloomington polo shirt 
on and feel good knowing this valuable activity was not cancelled, and that the Valley was recognized for its 
community service. It is my hope that this event will continue, and that the number of participants will return 
to the 6 or 7 we have had in the past. This is an annual event sponsored by the Lodge of Perfection, but every-
one is welcome to participate. I look forward to seeing you at future Constitution Trail clean up events.

Pat Schlehuber cooking hamburgers and hot 
dogs for the Family Picnic at SRRA in June

We’re on the Web
www.aasrbloomington.org
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