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AASR Valley of Bloomington
2012 Fall Reunion Degrees

Friday,  November 2, 2012 
 Degree     Degree Title 

  4th   06:30 p.m.   Master Traveler
  7th   07:05 p.m.   Provost and Judge
14th   08:00 p.m.   Grand Elect Mason
  
Saturday,  November 3, 2012 
15th   08:30 a.m.   Knight of the East
18th   09:30 a.m.   Knight of Rose Croix
20th   10:45 a.m.   Master Ad Vitam

   12:00 p.m.   Lunch

22nd   01:00 p.m.   Prince of Libanus (Singing)
31st   02:15 p.m.   Knight Aspirant
32nd   03:15 p.m.   Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret

           04:30 p.m.   Social Hour, BCPA Dining Room
   05:30 p.m.   Fall Banquet, BCPA Dining Room
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Scottish Rite Vision

“We will strive to be a 
fraternity that fulfills  
our Masonic obligation 
to care for our members.”



 

In politically charged seasons, we 
often hear much about ‘workers’ 
and ‘takers’, about class and status, 
about ‘fairness’ and ‘justice’, about 
demographics and special interest 
groups, and about differences re-
sulting in envy, jealousy, or resent-
ments which build rifts between 
people in our culture.  Such talk, 
often spawned to foment politi-
cal energy, tears at the very fabric 
of our society, does little to edify, 
but rather tears down by pitting 
people against one another.  
In my daily readings, I recently 
came across the following tale:
Two neighboring shopkeepers 
were bitter rivals. They spent each 
day keeping track of each other’s 
business.  If one got a customer, he 
would smile triumphantly at his 
rival just to rub it in. 

One night an angel appeared to 
one of the shopkeepers in a dream 
and said, “I am to give you any-
thing you ask, but whatever you 
receive, your neighbor will receive 
twice as much. What is your 
desire?” The man paused, frowned, 
and then said, “Strike me blind in 
one eye.”  

Humor aside, I really want to 
believe that this story would have 

turned out differently if these 
fellows were Masons!  I want to 
think that Masons are not jealous 
of each other’s economic success, 
station or situation in life, and that 
we actively support each other in 
all of our worthy endeavors.   I 
believe that Masons can be happy 
for each other in shared successes, 
even if they have differential im-
pact, and that success for one need 
not imply bad fortune for another.  
This is part of what it means for 
Masons to meet on the level – 
understanding that our personal 
worth as men derives from our be-
ing sons of God, and has nothing 
to do with what we do for a living, 
how much we have, or how much 
we make.   
 
Nevertheless, as Masons, we are 
admonished to work – not to give 
us value, or to compare ourselves 
with each other, but rather to be 
faithful and active participants 
in moving the world in the right 
direction.  So how do we think 
about work without being divisive?  
In science, work is narrowly 
defined as “FORCE applied to 
MOVE an object over a given 
distance.”  But for Scottish Rite 
Masons, the concept of work is 
much broader, and involves using 
our LIFE-FORCE to MOVE 
the state of the world by some 
amount.  So when we say “work”, 
we are really referring to activity 
that makes a difference in people’s 
lives.  To work, then, is to be ac-
tively engaged in the world.  

Work is clearly more than engag-
ing in an occupation.  It includes 

nearly any activity which impacts 
our world, large or small – from 
helping send a communications 
satellite into space, to offering a 
simple word of hope to one an-
other.  
It is not surprising that our craft 
has always emphasized and hon-
ored the dignity of both work, 
and the worker.   Industriousness 
to help provide for self, family, 
and society, and for those in need 
as ability allows, is consistently 
elevated.     But ultimately, a most 
noble goal is to strive to leave the 
world in a better state for having 
lived – the product of your life’s 
work. 

As Scottish Rite Masons, we 
aspire to be Servants of God, to 
listen for and accept His call to 
service, to discern what is needed 
in each situation, and to cheerfully 
work to advance His Kingdom.   
In this way we understand that 
part of our very mission as a Scot-
tish Rite Mason is to be an agent 
of positive change in the world, by 
engaging in meaningful work.  
This is a high calling, indeed, for 
each individual man, and should 
never be a point of contention, 
valuation or comparison.  Let us 
make doubly sure that as Masons, 
we are encouraging and support-
ing one another as we each work 
in making positive contributions 
in God’s world. 

   Fraternally,

    Robert T. Trefzger, 33°
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With our Fall Reunion less than ninety days from now it’s a good time to  
re-examine our Valley and Jurisdiction 200th Year Incentives. 

           Valley Incentive

                    Valley Top Line Signer                          $ 500 Gift Certificate
                    Valley Runner Up                                  $ 100 Gift Certificate

           Jurisdiction Incentives

                    All Top Line Signers will be entered in a drawing

                    First Prize, a 14 day land/cruise tour of Alaska for 2, 
              $ 7,500 value.
                  Second Prize,  $ 2,500
                  Third Prize      $   500       

                 And a special 200th Anniversary Pocket Jewel  
                 for each new Member.        

 For more details contact Bob or Barry at the Scottish Rite office.              

                Scottish Rite Membership Incentives

14° “On the Road”
The Lodge of Perfection officers took the 14° “on the road” to the Gold 
Room of the Bloomington Masonic Temple on Tuesday, October 2.  Bro. 
Jesse Slater was the candidate for the degree and many Brethren from the 
Valley stayed after our Stated Meeting to witness the presentation.  It was 
an evening of fellowship and a good time was had by all.  I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank the cast and stage crew for all their time and 
effort in getting prepared for this “extra” performance, your dedication does 
not go unnoticed.  Be on the lookout for other “road” degrees coming soon.  
We will see you all at our next meeting for some great Chili and remember, 
Reunion is coming up quickly!
Fraternally,
Jeff Fox, TPM

Scottish Rite Cast of the 14th Degree in the Gold Room of Bloomington Temple
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Bernard m. North, 33°, John D. Dorner, 33° & Kenneth R. Pfiefer, 33°

Supreme Council Annual Meeting, August 26-28, 2012 in Cleveland, Ohio

Gerti Clark and John D. Dorner, 33°, all smiles.

Ben North, John Dorner and Ken Pfiefer on the 
way to the candidates’ room. 

The Valley of Bloomington’s 33rd Degree Candidate for 2012 
was John D. Dorner.   John was coroneted a Sovereign Grand 
Inspectors General, 33°, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, in 
full ceremonial form on August 28, 2012.  He was hosted in 
Cleveland by Ben North, 33° and Ken Pfiefer. 33°, last year’s 
candidates from the Valley.

There were 175 candidates who received the 33°, on Tuesday, 
August 28, in the Music Hall Theater in Cleveland’s Public 
Hall Auditorium and Convention Center.  Additionally, one 
member was coroneted in special session prior to the annual 
meeting.  The exemplar was Ill. Michael Todd McIntosh, 33°, 
from the Valley of Cincinnati, OH.  The charge to the class 
was given by Ill. Harold L. Aldrich, 33°.

For the 200th time the Active, Active Emeritus, and Hon-
orary Members of the Supreme Council of the Northern 
Masonic Jurisdiction met for their annual meeting. This 
year Cleveland played host to the gathering. New Deputies 
and Active Members were chosen, officers were elected, and 
deliberations were conducted among the various committees 
and bodies charged with the operation of the rite. At various 
points in the general session those in attendance were enter-
tained and enlightened by the comedy juggling duo of Jon 
Wee and Owen Morse, known collectively as “The Passing 
Zone.” Although very entertaining, they also demonstrated 
quite forcefully the meaning and importance of teamwork.



Cathedral News 5

Our scholarship reception was held several 
months ago.  Reflecting back on this event, I 
do so with pride.  Starting this article with the 
word  “our” is intentional.  A number of our 
members and spouses were in attendance.  
The willingness to take time out to greet 
recipients and families is a key building block 
to this event’s success.  Our brotherhood took 
the time to make our guests feel welcome.  

Our valley administers the local scholarships 
for the Grand Lodge of Illinois, the Scottish 
Rite, and the American Passion Play.  The 
combined total this year is 54 recipients.

Our speaker this year was Diane J. Ryon 
Certified Financial Planner.  Spend some 
time with Diane and you will experience the 
passion she has toward helping young adults 
be successful.  Four years ago when she first 
spoke at our reception she focused on be-
ing successful after graduation and covered 
aspects of financial planning.  This year the 
focus was financial planning for the college 
years and being a success during the college 
years. 

Diane spoke about not suffering through a 
class with a professor you cannot understand.  
Look at this as a business.  You, the customer, 
are paying to learn.  If this is not occurring 
you are not receiving a return on your in-
vestment.  When colleges want to start your 
freshman year with nothing but gen-ed class-
es, resist.  From the beginning, you should 
work in classes in your major.  This not only 
reaffirms your desire to pursue your chosen 
major, it provides opportunities to begin 
building rapport with professors you will be 
working with the next four years.  

Diane also spoke about college financials.  
The trend of incurring a significant debt dur-
ing college has been growing at an alarming 
rate.  With fewer jobs to find and with low  

 
incomes; the debt burden is hard and some-
times impossible to overcome.  But note, it is 
not all doom and gloom.  If you are willing to 
do the work, more financial assistance may 
be available.  Make it a point to stop be the 
financial aide office once a week to see if un-
claimed assistance is available.  Be conversa-
tional with financial aide staff.  As a customer, 
you may be viewed as nothing more than a 
transaction.  As a friend, you become some-
one they can look out for.  Another source of 
funds that is rarely fully utilized is discretion-
ary funds the dean of each department has.  
Become a conversational friend with this per-
son and this person’s secretarial staff.  Don’t 
be afraid to ask for money.  Not as an entitle-
ment, but as a need for financial assistance.  
Down the road, these are the same people 
that will also be your greatest ally in find the 
best internships and jobs.  

Our event doesn’t just happen; it takes the ef-
forts of many people to put it together.  Nellie 
has dedicated many years of service to our 
scholarship program.  At the reception you 
should see the joy in her face as students seek 
her out to say thank you.  The Bloomington-
Normal Assembly #7 of the Order of Rain-
bow for Girls again did a superb job with the 
refreshments.  John Dorner, the certificate 
brother, again came through for us.  This is a 
team event.  This is “our” event. 

2012 Scottish Rite Scholarship Reception
By Roger Aukerman MSA, 33°
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On Thursday, August 30, 2012  the Zerubbabel Coun-
cil line and volunteers helped at the Midwest Food 
Bank on Veterans Parkway in Bloomington, from 6:00 
to 8:00 pm.  
   
Sovereign Prince Larry Raglan reported that volun-
teers came to work and got their tasks done in the two 
hour period. 

Midwest Food Bank Activity

        Eternal Reward
Jeffery Dean Stelle  09-27-12         
Lloyd Leighton Mays  09-20-12
John Leland Barlow           09-08-12 
Walter Max Fabert          09-07-12
Marvin Allen Dudgeon            08-29-12 
Owen Lee Cusey             08-22-12 
Donald Junior Miller  08-19-12
James Oscar Sharp, M.S.A. 08-04-12
Edward Keith Peden  07-30-12
Ronald La Vern Hutton 06-19-12
Walter Dale Wilner  06-12-12
Stacy Allen Carey  02-29-12
Ancil Alva Conley  10-25-12
Alan Milton Jenney  12-24-12

Coming “Rite” Up

The Lodge of Perfection will be having their  
third annual Chili cook-off at the Nov. 6th stated
meeting.   The judging will be done at 7:00 pm.  
The entries should be in the game room at the
Bloomington Masonic Temple at 6:00 pm for 
tasting.   The brethren can then help themselves 
and enjoy some interesting chilis.

Are you a Midwestern traditionalist preferring 
beans or a radical Texan demanding no beans in 
the chili?  Find out and bring your favorite chili 
(or your wife’s best recipe) to compete.   

Come on out and eat chili and see if you agree 
with the judges!!

Valley of Bloomington, Scottish Rite Office
Bloomington Masonic Temple

302 E. Jefferson Street (Prairie Street side)
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., Monday – Friday

309 828-6077  
after hours please use message system

Office Hours

Third Annual Chili Cook-off

Fall Reunion Meal Reservation Coupon
Fill out and mail to the Scottish Rite office,

P.O. Box 3695, Bloomington, IL 61702
or call the Office at 309-828-6077

Candidate & spouse/guest meals are complementary.

  Meal                    #             (times)             (equals)
Desired              Meals              Cost               Amount

  Friday                   
 Dinner                                   $ 9
Saturday                                 $ 9
 Lunch

BANQUET

Chicken                                $ 23
 Dinner
     or
  Pork                                    $ 23
Dinner

Campout SRRA (10/13) Close & Clean-up - Noon soup potluck

Fall Reunion at BCPA
Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7 PM - Chapter Line
Chili Cook-off, tasting at 6 pm, judging at 7 pm

 Oct. 12 -14
           

 Nov.   2-3
             5    
             6
             6  
            

Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7 PM - Consistory Line
Bell Ringing at Macys

 Dec.      3
             4    
  Mid Dec.
              
            

MEALS  TOTAL  DUE
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Cindy Veselak and volunteers manning the used items fund raiser Colorful umbrellas for protection from the rains of Ivan

Mabel & Wally Crouch, 33°, had winning bid on silent auction basket

The very talented entertainers from left to right: Bill Graber, Gary 
McDaniels, Dareyl Brown, Barry Carney, Mike Veselak  (front row) 
Pat McDaniels and Shirley Brown.    T

The SRRA campers’ club had a fund raiser, 
potluck and lively entertainment on Saturday, Sep-
tember 1st.   The day was very rainy and despite the 
weather there was a successful fund raiser and fun 
for all.  
The campers’ club would like to thank all those who 
donated items for the rummage sale, as well as the 
auction.   All those who volunteered time and talents 
are to be commended on the success of the event.  

All proceeds will be used for club activites.  Thanks 
to all. 

A country style potluck was well attended and we 
wish to thank all the helpers at this part of the day.   
Following the entertainment and delicious potluck 
there was an auction of homemade items 

Dareyl Brown, MSA and Shirley conducting auction

The crowd packed the lodge dining room at the Scottish Rite 
Recreation Area to participate in the silent auction and enjoy 
the hillbilly entertainment after an excellent potluck lunch.
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Morning Game Room 
Come Join the Fun

 
Every weekday morning Mon-
day through Friday members 
gather in the game room at the 
Bloomington Temple.  

We play cards, shoot pool and 
always have fun and fellowship!

We start at 7:00 am until 10:00 am.   

Cookies and coffee are provided!

Come on out and have some fun!

L-R:  Paul Dohrmann, O.V. Lancaster, 33°, Bernie Maharg and Ivan Scott, MSA

We’re on the Web
www.aasrbloomington.org
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