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AASR Valley of Bloomington 
Welcomes the

2012 Fall Reunion Class

Aaron Hays, 
Bloomington Lodge #43 

Bruce Monson, 
Wade Barney Lodge #512

Jesse James Slater,  
Wade Barney Lodge #512 

Robert F. King
El Paso Lodge #246

Chuck Payne
Normal Lodge #673

Duane Richard Beal, Jr. 
Pontiac Lodge #294 

Daniel M. Kane
Normal Lodge #673

Top L-R: Jesse J. Slater, Chuck Payne, Daniel M. Kane & Aaron Hays
Bottom L-R:  Bruce Monson, Duane R. Beal, Jr. & Robert F. King
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Scottish Rite Vision

“We will strive to be a 
fraternity that fulfills  
our Masonic obligation 
to care for our members.”



 

On the Saturday before Thanks-
giving, I got one of those early 
morning phone calls.  You know 
the kind – if it is not a wrong 
number, then it just isn’t going to 
be good news.  My oldest brother, 
Dick, had died.  

Dick had been fighting metastatic 
prostate cancer for over five years.  
At the beginning, doctors had 
given him two years to live, but 
he beat those odds and had more 
than doubled their predictions.  
For the vast majority of that time, 
Dick found ways to address the 
disease, cope with the discomfort 
and pain associated with it and its 
treatments so that he could not 
just function, but engage as fully 
as he could in life.   But in the last 
few months things had taken a 
turn.  The disease had taken hold 
again, and all reasonable treat-
ments had been exhausted. 

Many of you knew Dick, but for 
those of you who didn’t, allow me 
to say a just few words about him.  
Dick was a smart and precocious 
kid growing up.  He loved sports, 
and was quite a scholar-athlete 
in High School.  He also loved 
music, sang, and played saxophone 
in various community bands.  Dick 
was a committed family man, leav-
ing a wife, two children, and five 
grandchildren. 
 

Professionally, Dr. Richard C. 
Trefzger, MD was a board certi-
fied general surgeon and a Fel-
low of the American College of 
Surgeons.  Academically, Dick 
was always at the top of his class, 
whether it be it high school, col-
lege, medical school, or residency.  
Dick was honored as the top 
senior resident at Rush Presbyte-
rian St. Luke Hospital in Chicago, 
went on to be President of the Il-
linois Surgical Society, and served 
as Chief of Surgery at each local 
hospital in Bloomington-Normal.  
 
Dick was also a committed Chris-
tian, and viewed his medical 
practice as part of his calling as a 
Christian.  He earned a reputation 
for being an excellent technical 
surgeon while displaying a high 
level of personal care and concern 
for his patients.   He served faith-
fully in his local church as an elder, 
and participated in third world 
mission trips to Haiti and Mex-
ico.   After his cancer treatments 
started, Dick retired from medical 
practice, but applied himself to 
other work that would allow God 
to use his considerable organi-
zational and people skills – he 
became a commissioned minister 
of the Christian Church (Dis-
ciples of Christ) and served First 
Christian Church, Bloomington 
IL, as its Pastoral Assistant.   Dick 
was involved in many other com-
munity activities, and was always 
generous in providing leadership 
to those efforts.

Dick was also a fifth generation 
Scottish Rite Mason, following 
in the footsteps of his great-great 
grandfather Richard Newsam, 
Sr., great grandfather Herbert C. 
Wilson, grandfather Richard W. 
Wilson, 33°, and his father, John 

D. Trefzger, 33°.  Dick was a life 
member of both Bloomington 
Lodge #43 and the Scottish Rite 
Valley of Bloomington.  He lived 
and practiced the principles of 
Masonry, and last Spring, Dick 
was our speaker at the Feast of the 
Pascal Lamb, addressing the group 
on “How God Uses Us in Our 
Weakness.” 

I had the privilege of writing the 
first draft of my brother’s obitu-
ary – a daunting task to be sure, 
not only because Dick was so 
accomplished, but also because 
I was beginning to deal with my 
own grief of losing a brother.  And 
as I struggled, something struck 
me in particular: the sum of Dick’s 
considerable activities and accom-
plishments did not even scratch 
the surface of describing who he 
really was as a person, and the true 
impact of his life.

One common thread that ran 
through all of Dick’s interactions, 
which just can’t be conveyed in a 
simple list of accomplishments, is 
how he genuinely loved people.  
When he met you, Dick was 
always more interested in you and 
what you were doing, than in what 
he was doing.  He acknowledged 
you, and listened carefully to what 
you said.  He always took time, 
and always made you feel special.  
He cared about you in front of 
your face as well as behind your 
back.  And, he was sincere and 
humble about it.  He supported 
many people quietly, sometimes 
without them ever knowing about 
it.  
 As I looked out on the long 
line at Dick’s visitation, I turned 
to Dad and said, “This is such a 
wonderful testimony to the many 
meaningful and quality relation-
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Remarks from the Commander-in-Chief
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ships Dick fostered! “   It was 
indeed a harvest of the seeds of 
faith and love he had planted, and 
a gathering of what Dick valued 
most in life – his God, his family, 
his church, and his friendships. 
 
I started to thank a man I didn’t 
know for weathering the long line 
at the visitation, but he quickly 
cut me off and said he would 
have waited all day if needed.  He 
told me that he had been a custo-
dian at one of the local hospitals 
for many years.  He wanted to be 
sure to pay his respects because, 
no matter how busy Dick was, 
Dick had always treated him 
with care and respect, taking time 
to say hi, and to ask him about 
his day and his family.  He said 
that early on, he once mentioned 
something to Dick about being 
‘just a janitor around here.’  But 
that Dick had replied quickly 
that his job was extremely impor-
tant and a key part of providing 
healthcare at the hospital – as 
without the foundation of disin-
fection and sanitation, all the oth-
er work done by doctors, nurses, 
and technicians would be in vain.  

He said Dick always made him 
feel included, important, and an 
indispensable part of the team.

I share this because as Masons, 
we often talk about “Meeting on 
the Level” and “Practicing Char-
ity” as ways we respect and lift up 
the dignity, value, and the per-
son of every human being.  As a 
legacy, our Masonic Brother, Dick 
Trefzger, has provided us a visible 
sermon to inspire us toward even 
greater “Living on the Level” and 
putting “Love in Action” with 
every person we encounter.   
Dick modeled Fidelity, Truth, 
Love, and Justice – the key at-
tributes of a Servant of God.  
Well done, thy good and faithful 
servant!  We are so thankful for 
your witness and the impact your 
life has had on all of us.  May we 
all inherit a double measure of 
your spirit as we seek God’s will 
for our lives in this Holy Season, 
and throughout the New Year!  

    Fraternally,

    Robert T. Trefzger, 33°

Robert T. Trefzger, 33°, CiC and  brother Dr. Richard C. Trefzger, MD
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Several Father and Son duos in attendance at the 2012 Fall Reunion. 

John D. Trefzger, 33° with son Robert T. Trefzger, 33°

Stage Manager Kevin Clower with father John Clower, 
long time actor and member in the Passion Play

      Edward Bender with son Andy Bender  

Commander-in-Chief of Bloomington Consistory, 
Robert T. Trefzger, 33°, welcomed attendees out to the 
Fall Banquet concluding the Valley of Bloomington’s 214th 
Reunion to recognize our Class of Candidates along with 
those being honored for distinguished service to our Rite, 
Freemasonry and humanity. 
The Bloomington Medals are awarded to recognize and 
honor members of the Valley who support our ritualistic 
work, membership development, or who render exceptional 
service for Freemasonry.   The medal is a golden version of 
the “Spirit of the Founders” medallion first presented in 
1984.  
 
Two of our medal recipients are pictured receiving their 
award at the banquet. However, two others were unable to 
 attend.   Earlier in the day at the reunion Brother  
            Gayle Thomas was presented the Bloomington  
 Medal for Reunion Service.   This medal is given  
 for sustained service and excellence of endeavor,  
 either on a reunion committee, as a degree cast  
 member or in a production support role.   Our  
 second Bloomington Medal is presented to a mem- 
 ber of the Valley for “exceptional service” to the 
 fraternity.   Right Worshipful Brother Jerald H.  
 Starks was also presented the Bloomington Medal 
  for Service to Freemasonry at the reunion earlier  
 in the day.   Jerry is a stalwart in our Masonic   
 Lodges and York  Rite Bodies as well as within the 
 Scottish Rite of Freemasonry and we were pleased 
 to add him to this group of distinguised brethren.

Most Wise Master Daniel S. Yandel (left) and Sovereign Prince Larry E. Raglan (right) 
presenting Bernard North, 33° the O. E. Haning Jr. Fellowhship Award which exempli-
fies the qualities of friendship and caring that were characteristic of O.E Haning Jr., 33°    
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2012 Scottish Rite Fall Reunion Banquet

Illustrious Brother Gregory L. Clark, 33°, Past 
CiC and Deputy’s Representative

Brother Russell A. McCulley, Past TPM, Lodge  
of Perfection and most recent M.S.A Recipient

Illustrious Brother John D. Dorner, Past TPM, 
Lodge of Perfection and Thirty-Third Recipient

Lila and  Russell A. McCulley, MSA being introduced by  Brother Paul   
Clark, MSA, to present Russ with his red hat

John D. Dorner, 33°, Robert T. Trefzger, 33° with John’s parents Sue and 
Ed Dorner to present John with his white hat.

Most Wise Master Daniel S. Yandel (left) and Sovereign Prince Larry E. Raglan 
(right) presenting Lance N. Lowrey the Bloomington Medal for Reunion Service.    
Lance has been a key member of our stage crews since his initiation.
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Coming “Rite” Up

The Lodge of Perfection held their third annual 
Chili cook-off at the Nov. 6th stated
meeting.   The judging was done at 7:00 pm just 
before the stated meeting.  
The winner again this year was Paul Dohrmann 
with some great chili!   

Chili Cook-off Winner

Christmas Day

Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7 PM - Lodge of Perfection Line

Dec.     25
           

Jan.       7    
             8
               
            
            

Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7 PM - Council Line
Valentine’s Day Dinner, Ozark House - Social 6, Meal 6:30 pm

 Feb.      4
             5    
           14
              
            

Valley of Bloomington 2012 Top Line Signers  

     Jerald Starks           3               Don Anderson        1
     Robert Trefzger      2               Pat Schlehuber        1
     Tom Grogg            2               Carl Smicker           1  
     Barry Carney         2 

Valentine Day Dinner - February 14th, Ozark House
Bring your special Lady out for a great Valentine Day dinner with good friends  
Thursday, February 14th at the Ozark House.    All members are invited.   
 Social hour begins at 6:00pm followed by Dinner at 6:30pm.   
 
 Menu Entrees - Include a tossed salad, baked potato, and fresh baked bread.

 Ozarks Famous Baby Back Ribs                               $ 15.99
 Baked Chicken Breast                                                  12.99
 Ribeye                                                                           18.99
 Ribeye  16oz.                                                                 25.99         
 Half Fried Chicken ( My wife’s favorite)                      10.99
 Broiled Icelandic Cod                                                   14.99
 Golden Jumbo Butterfly Shrimp                                  15.49

Cabin fever should be in full affect by mid February, so plan on getting your Lady and yourself 
out of the house for a relaxing evening of fun, friendship and good food. It’s also a good oppor-
tunity for some of our newer members to meet some of our more seasoned in a social atmosphere  
Make reservations with Bob at the office 828-6077

M.S.A Christmas Party

The Valley of Bloomington’s Meritorious  
Service Award group will be holding their  
annual Christmas party at the Ozark House  
on Friday January 11, 2013.   |
Gather at 5:30 pm and eat at 6:00 pm.

Selected items will be ordered from the menu. 

Please call Dale Arbour at 309-830-1543 or 
email at dale.arbour@me.com if you plan to 
attend.
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ANCIENT ACCEPTED SCOTTISH RITE VALLEY OF BLOOMINGTON 
POLO SHIRT ORDER FORM 

PLEASE NOTE:  SHIRTS ARE LIMITED TO THE FIRST 40 ORDERS RECEIVED 
Name:  _________________________________________________________ 
Address:  _______________________________________________________ 
Phone:  _________________________________________________________ 
Email:  _________________________________________________________  
Size:  _ Small  _ Medium  _ Large  _ X-Large ($32)

_ 2-XL (add $5)  _ 3- XL (add $5)  _ 4-XL (add $10)   _ 5-XL (add $10)
Color:  _ Black  _ Red  _ White  _ Navy
 (Stripe not available with Pocket or in 5-XL)
 _ Black w/Grey Stripe  _ Red w/Navy Stripe  _Navy w/White Stripe  _ White w/ Navy Stripe

Pocket:
_ No   _ Yes (Not available with Stripe)

Logo:
_ 32nd w/Valley of Bloomington  _ 33rd w/Valley of Bloomington 
_ 32nd w/Square & Compasses (add $10)  _ 33rd w/Square & Compasses (add $10)

Pricing:
Amount enclosed:  $______________ 
Make checks payable to: VALLEY OF BLOOMINGTON SCOTTISH RITE 
Please call the office with any questions: 309 828-6077 
Please return order forms and payment to the Valley office or mail to: 

Valley of Bloomington Scottish Rite 
P.O. Box 3695 
Bloomington, IL 61702 

 
ORDERS AND PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BY FEB. 8, 2013 

Roger Aukerman of the Scottish Rite Scholarship 
Committee urges brothers and friends of Scottish 
Rite Masons who have college age children to get 
the scholarship applications submitted right away.

Go to the Valley of Bloomington website and click 
the “Scholarships” tab for additional information 
and pdf ’s of applications for the various scholar-
ships.   

More than 50 scholarships are awarded each year!
Don’t miss this opportunity for financial help!

ATTENTION:  College Scholarships Available!
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Above:  Some cast members singing in the 22nd Degree,  
Prince of Libanus during the 214th Fall Reunion

Andy Bender and daughter Katie with John D. Trefzger, 33°, 
at the Bell Ringing for The Salvation Army Dec. 11th near 
J.C. Penny.   The annual event  is sponsored by the Lodge 
of  Perfection.

We’re on the Web
www.aasrbloomington.org
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