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2013 is the 90th Consecutive Season  
of the

American Passion Play

The American Passion Play is being presented 
this Easter Season for its 90th consecutive year 
at the Bloomington Center for the Performing 
Arts (BCPA).  Ill. J. Garrie Burr, 33°, director 
and co-director, John Capasso are working hard 
with the cast and crew to prepare for the 2013 
season.

As always, volunteer help is needed to work the 
various aspects of the play from actors, stage 
crew, wardrobe, make-up, serving meals, seat-
ing hosts, facility guides, etc.   Contact Wally 
Crouch or Tina Fowler if available to help.

This season’s performances all start at 2:00 p.m. 
at the BCPA.   
Performance Dates are:
 Saturday,  March 9, 2013 
 Saturday,  March 16, 2013
 Saturday,  March 23, 2013
 Sunday,    March 24, 2013
 Saturday,  April 6, 2013

The American Passion Play takes you to Pales-
tine, 30 A.D.   You’ll travel with Christ, seeing 
the world as He saw it.    
 

You’ll follow His ministry and life from the 
Sermon on the Mount to the Resurrection and 
Ascension.   You’ll hear His words, as vital to 
you now as they were to the people of his time.

     The American Passion Play, unlike other 
passion plays, dramatizes Jesus’ entire ministry, 
rather than just the events from the Passion 
Week onward.  His teachings on faith, love, jus-
tice and righteousness are still our best hope for 
solving today’s complex problems.  The message 
of his three-year ministry has a larger meaning 
for our daily lives than do the emotions of Pas-
sion Week alone.

     The play is historically accurate.  The settings 
and costumes re-create the first century Galilee.  
The text is taken from the King James Ver-
sion of the Bible, and the performers bring this 
magnificent language to life.

Tickets are available for the 2013 season by 
contacting the American Passion Play at (309) 
829-3903 or (800) 354-9640; 
by mail or at The American Passion Play, Inc. 
box office.
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Scottish Rite Vision

“We will strive to be a 
fraternity that fulfills  
our Masonic obligation 
to care for our members.”



 

 
You’re kidding, right?  What do 
Happiness and Scottish Rite 
Masonry have to do with one 
another?  
I know we usually don’t think in 
these terms, yet I believe there is 
actually a very important connec-
tion here – one which can help 
us all live a fuller and richer life, 
and find a level of happiness and 
satisfaction we can share with oth-
ers that, unfortunately, continues 
to elude many in our society.  I 
think it’s important to talk about, 
because to understand this con-
nection is to crystalize the under-
standing of our mission and life as 
Scottish Rite Masons. 
 
So what does it mean to be happy, 
anyway?
If pressed, most of us would admit 
that pleasure itself is not happi-
ness.  Even a long string of mo-
mentary pleasures do not equate 
to a sustained and fulfilling life of 
happiness, satisfaction, and con-
tentment.   Pleasures are fleeting; 
happiness is enduring.
Well, how about getting that 
special car, truck, boat, computer, 
iPhone, video gaming system, 
big screen TV…  won’t that make 
us happy?  Once obtained, don’t 
we find the associated pleasure is 
fleeting, and is often replaced by 
a sense of emptiness?  The thing 
we desired so much and were so 

sure would make us happy did not, 
in itself, make us happy after all.  
Obtaining happiness by attaining 
possessions just doesn’t work.
What about accumulating money, 
wealth or power – won’t these 
make us happy?   But just like 
obtaining tangible objects, these 
also fail to fully satisfy.   As Miss 
Ferrell said to Oliver Warbucks in 
the Musical Annie, “Do you really 
just love money and power …? 
They’ll never love you back.”  
Well doesn’t the lack of these 
things assure that we will not be 
happy?   Having served in third 
world mission fields, where many 
people live in shacks whose walls 
are made from truck pallets stuffed 
with rags, I can testify that people 
in those circumstances still find a 
way to be happy, even in the midst 
of abject poverty.   

Well, what about getting others to 
take care of our responsibilities for 
us, so we don’t have to work and 
can do whatever we please and not 
be bothered with the hassles of 
life?  Won’t this make us happy?   
Yet we quickly find that self-
indulgence, and losing the focus 
to life that personal responsibility 
and labor bring, make us passive 
and nets us boredom.  We become 
weak and ineffective agents in life.  
What we thought would surely 
make us happy, again fails to sat-
isfy – instead of being filled with 
life, we find we have really opted 
out of it.

What can we learn here?  Trying 
to obtain happiness by pursuing 
it directly is like chasing a mirage 
in the dessert – ultimately illusive.   
We pursue money, buy things, 
and try to get our own way, all 
the time thinking that these will 
bring us happiness.  Yet, just when 
we obtain some measure of these, 

we find ourselves strangely disap-
pointed.  The temporary pleasure 
passes.  Happiness eludes us yet 
again.  But not to be dissuaded, we 
redouble our efforts and repeat the 
same mistake again and again.  

Why is this cycle condemned to 
failure?  Why won’t following this 
recipe for happiness work? 
I believe the answer is both simple 
and profound:  Happiness simply 
cannot be acquired directly.  It 
cannot be achieved by obtaining 
something, accumulating money, 
taking vacations, using substances, 
running away, going into seclusion, 
or pursuing or engaging in any 
self-absorbing activity.  We sim-
ply can’t find happiness through 
these methods.  You just can’t buy 
it or escape your way to it.  Why?  
Because happiness is actually the 
by-product of an entirely different 
process!

Happiness is a by-product?  Of 
what?  
When you boil it down, happiness 
is the result you get from loving 
and serving God, which inspires 
loving and serving others and 
cultivating meaningful and lasting 
relationships.   In essence, happi-
ness is a divine dividend from a 
life dedicated in loving service to 
others.
 
So pursuing happiness directly 
kind of short-circuits the process.  
Without loving and serving others 
there is no happiness produced.  
Let’s picture ourselves trying to 
obtain something to make us 
happy.   What is in that picture?  
Just some object and ourselves.  
Nothing to love you back.  No 
possibility of service, no meaning-
ful relationship.  Is it really any 
wonder we find happiness elusive 
when others are not in the picture?
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Scottish Rite Masonry and the Pursuit of Happiness
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So how does Scottish Rite figure 
into this?  
 Scottish Rite Masonry provides 
avenues for a modern man to shed 
erroneous ‘worldly wisdom’ about 
what makes for success and hap-
piness, and to help him connect 
with a higher calling – to a more 
fulfilling life of happiness through 
loving service to his God, his 
church, his family, his community, 
and his world. 

Paraphrasing from an old degree 
prologue, as Scottish Rite Masons, 
we are admonished to be in the 
world, but not of it – to be a man 
of the world, but not a worldly 
man – to be armed inwardly with 
faith, hope, and charity – to be 
consecrated to the service of God 
and Man!  Essentially, we are 
encouraged to be dedicated to 
serving others, to fully engage in 
everyday life, yet never be driven 
by worldly motives.  
 
In Scottish Rite we also relate 
in degree work to a figure who 
is tempted by worldly pleasures, 
power, selfish interests – even 
tempted to disengage from being 
with and serving others in order to 
save himself.  Yet through rela-
tionship to God he finds strength 
to put aside all temptation and 

distraction, to remain faithful to 
God’s calling on his life, and to 
serve others without counting the 
cost.  Like this exemplar, a Scot-
tish Rite Mason is admonished 
to avoid the selfish snares that 
modern man commonly associ-
ates with the path to happiness, 
and instead to go forth in loving 
service with unselfish motives.  
And in the process, happiness and 
fulfillment are found.  

The Psalmist once wrote, “Happy 
is he ...  whose hope is in the 
LORD his God” (Ps. 146:5, KJV).  
Link that truth to our Scottish 
Rite motto:  “Spes Mea in Deo 
Est” – My Hope is in God!   A 
Scottish Rite Mason puts his hope 
in God, and in that process, has 
put himself on the path to find 
true happiness.

Put in practice your Scottish Rite 
ideals; keep your hope in God; 
live for Him; reach out to love and 
serve in His name, and through 
that process may you find true 
contentment and happiness for 
your life!   

    Fraternally,

    Robert T. Trefzger, 33°

C.E. Dagenhart Chapter is in need of a few good young men!  Our local 
DeMolay Chapter needs you!  If you know of any young men age 12-21 
who may be interested in more information on DeMolay please pro-
vide them with my contact information.  Our current Chapter is out of 
members and is scheduled to be closed if there is no local interest.  The 
Valley of Bloomington is committed to providing assistance and an adult 
advisory committee has been established.  We would very much appre-
ciate you talking to the young men you know and promoting The C.E. 
Dagenhart Chapter of DeMolay.  

Fraternally,

Jeff Fox 

309-219-1427     jefffox512@gmail.com
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Ronald F. Lowery, 33°, MSA and Mary 

Meritorious Service Award Post Christmas Party
The Scottish Rite MSA group held their annual 
Christmas Dinner Party at The Ozark House Res-
taurant on Friday evening, January 11, 2013.   MSA 
members and their ladies attended.  

Ross Funk, MSA, was master of ceremonies,  
arranged the gathering and provided candy gifts for 

the ladies.    He recognized our newest MSA recipi-
ent, Russ McCulley and our 2013 designee, Barry 
Carney.

It was a festive evening of great food, fellowship and 
good cheer. 

Ernie Vittitoe, MSA

L to R:  Paul Clark, MSA and Tami
            and Ron & Mary Lowery

L to R:  Mary Ellen & Donald R. Gottselig, MSA, Lee DeVore, 
MSA & Lola and Charlotte & Charles H. Casperson, MSA

L to R:  Earnest G. Vittitoe, MSA, Dale F. Arbour, MSA and 
Ross A. Funk,  MSA

L to R:  Kaye & Don Anderson, MSA, Debbie & Roger F.  
Aukerman, MSA and Alan Leicht, MSA with Mary and Brandon

L to R:  Charlet & Robert G. Legget, MSA,  and Barry G. Carney 
& Debbie (Barry is 2013 MSA designee)
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Community Concerns Committe Report
By Gregory L. Clark, 33°

 
This year the Community Concerns Committee was 
able to distribute $2,000 which was raised during 
the 2012 calendar year.   Again, just like last year, 
big thank you goes out the brethren in the Valley of 
Bloomington for making this happen.  

This endeavor is funded by those who celebrate a 
birthday in the month the stated meeting is be-
ing held as well as anyone making an additional 
charitable contribution when paying their annual 
dues.   Each birthday celebrant wishing to partici-
pate brings an item, or two, to our stated meeting 
which Bro. Gordon Ropp then auctions off to those 
in attendance.   If you haven’t taken the opportunity 
to participate in this event you are missing an experi-
ence you will never forget. 

Donations received during 2012 resulted in a check 
for $500.00 being cut and presented to the following 
people at the agencies noted. 

1) Captain Paul James - Salvation Army 
2) Mike Meece – Administrator - Midwest Food 
Bank  
3) Judith Brucker – Director - Child Protection 
Network 
    (CASA)
4) Deb Skillrud - Development Director - Habitat 
for  
     Humanity

Each of the agencies expressed gratitude, in all cases 
numerous times, for the gift presented by the Scot-
tish Rite Masons in the Valley of Bloomington. 

I would like to thank everyone for their generous
gifts and donations to make this possible!

Greg Clark, 33°
Chairman Charitable Concerns Committee

Mt. Calvary Chapter of Rose Croix invites mem-
bers, families and friends of the Masonic Fraternity 
to attend the Annual Memorial Observance of the 
Feast of the Paschal Lamb and the Relighting of the 
Lights. 

The Spring Season is an appropriate time for Ma-
sons to gather together and pause to reaffirm their 
belief in the immortality of the soul.  The Feast of 
the Paschal Lamb is neither the Feast of the Pass-
over nor the institution of the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion although it commemorates both. 

Rather, this beautiful and symbolic service is in 
memory of those of our Brothers who have gone to 
their eternal reward during the past year.    A special 
invitation, therefore, is extended to the families of 
our departed Brethren. 

  
Participating with the Officers of the Chapter of 
Rose Croix in this service is DeMolay Commandery 
No. 24, Knights Templar.   

Please plan to join us during this season of renewal 
and rebirth as we celebrate the divine gifts of life 
and Brotherly Love. 

Light refreshments will be served following the 
ceremony.

Daniel S. Yandel 

Most Wise Master

Feast of the Paschal Lamb
Palm Sunday, March 17, 2013 — 2:00 p.m. 

Bloomington Masonic Temple
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Coming “Rite” Up
Valentine’s Day Dinner, Ozark House - Social 6, Meal 6:30 pm

Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7 PM - Chapter Line Presides
Feast of the Paschal Lamb, Blm. Masonic Temple, 2:00 pm
Blaze Hockey Game at Bloomington Colliseum, 7:05 pm

Feb.     14
           
Mar.      4    
             5
           17
           17

Peace Meals delivery - Rose Croix sponsor
Trustee Mtg - 6 PM / Stated 7 PM - Consistory Line Presides
Camper’s Club Chili Supper at SRRA at 6 pm
Yard Sale at Blm. Lodge, 8 am - 4 pm
SRRA Campout, 12 - 1 pm on 4/20  is Potluck lunch
Zerrubbabel Council Dinner at SRRA at 5:30 pm
Midwest Food Bank volunteer work session, 6-8 pm

Apr.       1      
             2
             5
   19 & 20
   19 & 20
           26
           29       

Most Wise Master Dan Yandel of the Rose Croix line 
has scheduled a volunteer night to work at Midwest Food 
Bank on Monday, April 29th from 6:00-8:00 pm.   Please 
call Dan at 309 275-4254 to confirm that you will be 
coming to help.

Zerubbabel  Council Sponsors Bloomington Blaze  
                                    Hockey Game
Larry Raglan announced that the Blaze hockey game has been 
re-scheduled from February 17th to March 17th at the Bloom-
ington Colliseum.   March 17th is the last home game of the 
regular season and will be Fan Appreciation Night with various 
prizes and events throughout the night.  The doors will open at 
6:00PM with puck drop at 7:05PM.  Pricing for our group will 
be $8 for youth and $12 for adults. 
Please call Mike Hiter or Larry Raglan to let them know you 
will be attending.   Larry’s number is 309-473-3353 at home 
and his cell is 309-826-9971.

   Eternal Reward
Delbert E. Magers,  Norris City, IL         6-18-11
Hillious C. Binion,   Arthur, IL                     8-08-12
Ronald E. Freeman,   Punta Gorda, FL          8-17-12
Grover E. Ellis,    Pontiac, IL                9-01-12 
Herbert A. Bradley,  Oklahoma City, OK       9-21-12 
Billy Joe Smith,   Stanford, IL             10-09-12
Robert M. Grimm,   Decatur, IL                 11-06-12
Richard C. Trefzger,   Bloomington, IL         11-17-12
William E. Cooper,   Media, PA               11-19-12
Donavon H. Goodwick,   Sandwich, IL        12-08-12
Homer V. Clausing,   Peotone, IL         12-20-12
Grover D. Foster,   Clinton, IL          12-29-12
Richard O. Brewer,   Pensacola, FL            1-04-13
Roy G. Anderson,   Bloomington, IL           1-07-13
Steve S. Riccolo,   Dwight, IL            1-16-13
Richard K. Drake,  F armer City, IL           1-17-13
Richard E. Christian,   Orlando, FL           1-20-13
Duane W. Landstrom,  Bloomington, IL        1-20-13
Earnest G. Vittitoe, MSA  Bloomington, IL  1-29-13

Midwest Food Bank  

Yard Sale to Benefit Masonic Children’s Associations
On April 19 & 20th from 8 am to 4 pm there will be a huge 
yard sale for the benefit of the Masonic Children’s Associations.  
To donate items or to have goods picked up call Bernie Maharg 
at 309-706-5117.   The event is hosted by Wade Barney Lodge 
#512 and other Masonic organizations at the Bloomington  
Masonic Temple at 302 Jefferson Street.

Zerubbabel  Council Steak Fry
The dinner for Past Sovereign Princes of 
Zerubbabel Council will be a Steak Fry 
held at the Scottish Rite Recreation Area 
Campground shelter on Friday, April 26th 
at 5:30 pm.  Please call Larry Raglan at 
home - 309-473-3353 or on his cell at 
309-826-9971 to confirm your attendance.

Birthday Auction
The monthly birthday auction held to 
benefit charities selected by our Valley 
of Bloomingtion Community Concerns 
committee collected the following:
 January  -  $110
 February - $125
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ANCIENT ACCEPTED SCOTTISH RITE VALLEY OF BLOOMINGTON 
POLO SHIRT ORDER FORM 

PLEASE NOTE:  SHIRTS ARE LIMITED TO THE FIRST 40 ORDERS RECEIVED 
Name:  _________________________________________________________ 
Address:  _______________________________________________________ 
Phone:  _________________________________________________________ 
Email:  _________________________________________________________  
Size:  _ Small  _ Medium  _ Large  _ X-Large ($32)

_ 2-XL (add $5)  _ 3- XL (add $5)  _ 4-XL (add $10)   _ 5-XL (add $10)
Color:  _ Black  _ Red  _ White  _ Navy
 (Stripe not available with Pocket or in 5-XL)
 _ Black w/Grey Stripe  _ Red w/Navy Stripe  _Navy w/White Stripe  _ White w/ Navy Stripe

Pocket:
_ No   _ Yes (Not available with Stripe)

Logo:
_ 32nd w/Valley of Bloomington  _ 33rd w/Valley of Bloomington 
_ 32nd w/Square & Compasses (add $10)  _ 33rd w/Square & Compasses (add $10)

Pricing:
Amount enclosed:  $______________ 
Make checks payable to: VALLEY OF BLOOMINGTON SCOTTISH RITE 
Please call the office with any questions: 309 828-6077 
Please return order forms and payment to the Valley office or mail to: 

Valley of Bloomington Scottish Rite 
P.O. Box 3695 
Bloomington, IL 61702 

 
ORDERS AND PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BY MAR. 15, 2013 

Roger Aukerman of the Scottish Rite Scholarship 
Committee urges brothers and friends of Scottish 
Rite Masons who have college age children to get 
the scholarship applications submitted right away.
The cut-off date for submission is April 1, 2013.

Go to the Valley of Bloomington website and click 
the “Scholarships” tab for additional information 
and pdf ’s of applications for the various scholar-
ships.   

More than 50 scholarships are awarded each year!
Don’t miss this opportunity for financial help!

ATTENTION:  College Scholarships Available!
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Picnics, Dinners, etc.          $  3 per person per day
                 50 minimum per day 

Lodge Fee Overnight        $  6 per person per night
           60 minimum per day
 
* Members using own camping unit      $  9 per unit per night
Guest of member using own camping unit      $14 per unit per night

* Members immediate family having a picnic on grounds  $    No Charge    

Trailer Pad Fee Schedule for RV Parking (Apr. - Oct.)  $ 225 
   (Covers first 25 days of Camping.   Starting 26th day and after 
     if electricity is connected to your unit; Paid end of ea. month.) $  9 per day 

   Additional Fee whenever Air Conditioner is Turned On   $  3 per day

* Member - Paid up dues member of the Scottish Rite 

Please contact Barry Carney if there are questions or reservations to schedule.     
SRRA@barrycar.com  or  309-827-8866.

Scottish Rite Recreation Area 2013 Rates

We’re on the Web
www.aasrbloomington.org
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