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Scottish Rite Recreation Area and
Camping Club Notes

Perennials Wanted

For several years, members of

the camping club have shared

plants that they may have in

excess in their years. We were

able to plant columbine, iris,

hosta and other perennials in

the camping areas. I f you

happen to have any extra

poking their heads up this

spring, bring them out and we

wil l get them planted.

Friday Night Dinners

The Campers Club has had a long

standing tradition of going out to

dinner on Friday nights of campout

weekends. One of the restaurants

frequented by the campers has

been Chenoa Family Restaurant.

Recently, the restaurant moved to a

new building. We are looking

forward to a bigger and better place

to visit.

Presenting the tokens of our membership’s appreciation – left
to right – I l lustrious Brother Roger Aukerman, M.S.A. , 33°,
First Lt. Commander; Nell ie Nall ; Barry Weer, 33°, Executive
Secretary; and Robert Erwin, Treasurer.

After a distinguished career of service to the Valley, Nellie M.
Nall has retired as Administrative Assistant in the Valley’s
office. She was presented with a bouquet of flowers and a
monetary token of appreciation of her dedicated and conscious
service throughout her years of service. Her caring voice and
diligent attention to detail were hallmarks of her interaction
and support of the membership. She will be sorely missed
from our daily operations.

As the new editor of Cathedral
News, please send me any
articles or even small
paragraphs that you think our
Scottish Rite brethren would
like to see.

Also, let me know if you
have any suggestions,
corrections, or ideas. You
can reach me via email at
deeeejerz@gmail.com, or
via cell phone at (309) 310-
6186.

Dorian James

Scottish Rite Vision
“We wil l strive to be
a fraternity that

fulfi l ls our Masonic
obligation to care for
our members.”
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This will be my last
Commander-in-Chief article
for the Cathedral News, as I
will be ending my two-year
term next month.

It has been my distinct
honor and privilege to serve
in this capacity. I hope that
during this time, at least in
some small measure, we
have together been able to
advance the cause of Scottish
Rite in the Valley of
Bloomington. I’d like to sign
off with these parting
thoughts:

(1) For Scottish Rite
Masonry to be successful, we
must always be mindful that
we have an important and
unique mission to offer the
world. Develop and polish
your “elevator speech” about
Scottish Rite so you can
comfortably share this vision
with others, particularly
prospective members. Be
able to articulate why
Scottish Rite remains both
relevant and important for
men in this new century.

(2) Consider how Scottish
Rite can serve as a modern
“rite of passage” for males
entering adulthood.
Encourage and involve young
men early in Masonry,
especially those in your
family. Commit to actively
mentoring men – not simply
in ritual, but also by sharing
your insights and experiences
about what it means to live
as a REAL man – a person of
integrity who is committed to
serving God, family, and
others.

(3) Set a personal goal to
be a continuously improving
servant-leader in your home,
at your office, with your
friends, at your house of
worship, in Lodge, in your
community and beyond.
Model honor, integrity,
freedom, liberty within law,
industry, charity, empathy,
honesty, courage, patience,
respect, humility, sincerity,
moderation, fidelity, truth,
love, and justice to everyone
you encounter! Continue to
strive to be your own best
self.

(4) Be generous in giving
to others who have need,
while always respecting the
inner person of every human
being without deference to
any category, division, or
label that society may place
on people. This is the essence
of true Masonic Charity.

(5) Participate, participate,
participate in the activities of
our Valley. Seek out and
embrace new members and
those who are inactive,
consciously helping them
move to the inner fellowship

of our group. Fraternity
happens this way.

(6) See the big picture.
Commit to being happy and
joyful in living, and know that
Scottish Rite Masonry figures
into this pursuit. Remember
that happiness cannot be
garnered directly by
obtaining things or becoming
self-absorbed. Rather,
happiness is the by-product
of serving God, serving
others, and cultivating
meaningful and lasting
relationships. Scottish Rite
helps point a man toward the
path of a balanced, happy
and fulfilling life.

If you’d like more details to
ponder as you consider these
items, I would invite you to
look at past Cathedral News
articles which dealt with
these issues in more depth
[especially starting with June
2011, available at our Valley
Website
(www.valleyofbloomington.org)].

In parting, I’d like to offer a
special thanks to everyone
who helped serve the Valley
of Bloomington these past
two years. While I do not
have room to thank each
person individually, I want to
especially lift up my fellow
heads of body: Thrice Potent
Master Jeff Fox, Sovereign
Prince Larry Raglan, and Most
Wise Master Dan Yandel.
Each of these men served the
Valley in a distinguished
manner, and stepped forward
to take on an expanded term.
Special thanks also go to our
Executive Secretary Barry

www.valleyofbloomington.org
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The Valley of Bloomington
wishes to thank Dale F. Arbour,
M.S.A., for his many years of
faithful service in editing and
producing the Cathedral
News. Dale recently retired
from State Farm’s
Creative Services
area, and he and his
wife, Linda, are
planning to move
out of state soon. As
a result, Dale is
stepping down from
his various Valley roles, and
passing on these
responsibilities to other Valley
members.

Besides being the driving
force behind the Cathedral
News, Dale has also been the
leader of our Wardrobe
department, coordinator of our
Peace Meal deliveries, and has
often served as our Scottish
Rite event photographer.

Among his other masonic
accomplishments, Brother
Arbour has served as
Worshipful Master of Wade
Barney Lodge #512, and was a

member of the Valley of
Bloomington’s Fall Class of
Candidates in 2002. He served
our Valley with distinction as
Most Wise Master of Mt.
Calvary Chapter of Rose Croix,

18°, from
2007–2008. Dale
was also a
recipient of the
Bloomington
Medal for Service
to Reunions in
2008, and the

Meritorious Service Award in
2010.

Dale has always been a
solid and dependable worker
for Masonry, and we will miss
his many day to day
contributions to the craft here
locally. But most of all we will
miss our regular interactions
with our friend and brother,
Dale, yet hope he will be back
in the area often to visit with
us.

Our thanks and best wishes
go with you, Dale!

Robert T. Trefzger, 33°

Weer and Treasurer Bob
Erwin for their leadership in
handling day-to-day Valley
business and administration.
I would also like to thank
fellow Consistory officers
Roger Aukerman, John
Dorner, and Andy Bender for
their invaluable assistance
and support during my term,
as well as thanks to several
past Commanders-in-Chief
for their useful advice and
counsel.

Thanks again for your all
your participation and
support during my term of

office, and thanks in
advance for supporting the
Valley of Bloomington and
its future leadership. May
we all continue to grow
closer together in the bonds
of brotherhood for the Glory
of God, and the good of
humanity!

Fraternally,
Robert T. Trefzger, 33°

Valley of Bloomington

Ancient Accepted

Scottish Rite of

Freemasonry

Scottish Rite Office

(309) 828-6077
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Robert T. Trefzger, 33°
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Jeffery J. Fox
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Larry E. Raglan
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Daneil S. Yandel

Executive Secretary
Barry D. Weer, 33°

Treasurer

Robert D. Erwin
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Insurance Joseph M. Jackson
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Scholarships Roger F. Aukerman, MSA, 33°
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Newsletter Dorian S. James
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The acolytes re-l ight the candles
during the service.

Organist Robert Ralston and
Vocalist Russell A. McCulley, M.S.A.

Participants representing Mt. Calvary
Chapter Rose Croix, A.A.S.R. and
DeMolay Commandery No. 24, Knights
Templar fol lowing the service.

I l lustrious Brother Robert T. Trefzger, 33°,
Commander-in-Chief of Bloomington Consistory,
A.A.S.R. del ivering the message for the day.

Most Wise Master Daniel S. Yandel presiding
during the “Service of Remembrance.”
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The fiscal year 2012-2013 has been one of
progress for the Valley of Bloomington.

We have continued to make strides in
pursuing a variety of goals which were part
of a two-year plan of action in six key areas
which include:

• Meeting Optimization and Efficiency
• Office, Administrative, and Fiscal

Improvements
• Leadership Growth
• Improved Communications
• Valley Membership and Growth
• Preserving Our History
Special work this year has involved

helping to plan and host the Illinois Council
of Deliberation for the bicentennial
celebration of Scottish Rite in the Northern
Masonic Jurisdiction. During that same
weekend, the Valley of Bloomington is also
conducting its Spring Reunion, with all of the
Valleys in the state as its invited guests.

Our year has also seen us put on a very
successful Fall reunion, the portraying of the
14th degree “on the road,” a guest
presentation to a stated meeting by the
Illinois Department of Children and Family
Services, and continuing to utilize our
Scottish Rite Recreational Area as both a
membership bolstering asset as well as an
outreach to our greater community.

We were pleased that several from our
Valley were specially honored this year:

• John Dorner received his 33rd degree
during at the Supreme Council meetings in
Cleveland. The Valley of Bloomington was
also very excited to learn that Andy Bender
was nominated to receive the 33rd degree
during the Supreme Council meetings in
Washington, DC this coming August.

• At the Valley of Chicago’s beautiful new
Scottish Rite Temple, Russ McCulley was
honored as Bloomington’s most recent
recipient of the Meritorious Service Award.
We were also thrilled to hear the name of
Barry Carney announced as Bloomington’s
next MSA recipient.

• After nearly a quarter of a century of

service to the Scottish Rite in Bloomington,
our office administrative assistant, Nellie
Nall, was recognized upon her retirement.
Her pleasant demeanor and phone voice
were distinctive, and will be missed by all of
our members. Nellie was particularly
dedicated to helping organize our valley’s
scholarship program, and she took a special
interest in communicating with, and
following the progress of, many of these
students over the years.

Our year also included potlucks,
campouts, family picnics, swim parties, a
family baseball night at a local minor league
game, a scholarship reception, peace meal
deliveries, work at the McLean County Food
Bank, Line Dinners, Valentine and reunion
banquets, a chili cook-off, constitution trail
and campground cleanups, ringing bells for
Salvation Army, the Feast of the Pascal Lamb
ceremony, and birthday auctions that netted
significant contributions that were given this
past year to the Salvation Army, Midwest
Food Bank, CASA – Child Protection
Network, and Habitat for Humanity.

And we did all this and more, while
maintaining and deepening our Masonic and
family relationships.

We continue to have in excess of 1000
valley members, and to be able to operate on
a solid fiscal basis going forward. The state
of our Valley is good and continues to
improve on several fronts.

I am proud of the continued fine efforts of
our officers and members within the Scottish
Rite Valley of Bloomington, and I have been
very honored and humbled to serve these
past two years as its Commander-in-Chief.

Fraternally Submitted,
Robert T. Trefzger, 33°
Commander-in-Chief
Bloomington Consistory, AASR NMJ
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Valley Newsbriefs

Scottish Rite Recreation Area 201 3 Rates

Pad Fees $225
Nightly Camping Fees - Club Member $9
Nightly Camping Fees - Guest $1 4
AC Fees $3
Winter Storage $95
Lodge Daily (per person) $3
Lodge Overnight (per person) $6
Lodge Daily Minimum $50
Lodge Overnight Minimum $60
Please contact Barry Carney if there are

questions or reservations to schedule.
SRRA@barrycar.com or 309-827-8866.

Eternal Reward
“With sympathy and sorrow, we share in

the loss of these, our Brothers.”

Lawrence H. Brandt, El lsworth, IL
Abbott L. Burton, Marseil les, IL
Ralph J. Cave, Sr. , Streator, IL
Richard S. Hauffe, Decatur, IL
Raymond E. Jakse, Murphysboro, IL
Garth L. McDermott, Stanford, IL
Ralph M. Morgan, Monticel lo, IL
Harold S. Proctor, Jr. , Cerro Gordo, IL
Glenn D. Richardson, Huntington Beach,CA
Peter P. Schil l inger Jr. , Bloomington, IL
Robert D. Buck, McLean, IL
John E. Clower, Atlanta, IL
Robert L. Garrett Jr. , Bloomington, IL
Henry J. Jaeger, Bloomington, IL
Theodore E. Jordan, Bloomington, IL
Joseph L. Wilson, Clinton, IL

2/1 4/201 3
2/9/201 3
2/6/201 3

1 0/24/201 2
9/1 0/2009
2/24/201 3
2/20/201 3
1 2/22/201 2
1 0/31 /201 2
2/4/201 3
3/24/201 3
3/27/201 3
3/1 4/201 3
2/20/201 3
3/22/201 3
3/1 8/201 3

Upcoming Events

May 3-5
7
24-26

SRRACampout, Potluck at 5pm on 5/4
Trustees Mtg - 6pm, Stated Mtg - 7pm
SRRACampout, Potluck at 8am on 5/25

Jun 4
7-9

Trustees Mtg - 6pm, Stated Mtg - 7pm
SRRACampout, Potluck at 5pm on 6/8

Jul 2
4-7

1 9-21

Trustees Mtg - 6pm, Stated Mtg - 7pm
SRRACampout, Ice Cream at 2pm on 7/5,
Potluck at 5pm on 6/8
SRRACampout, Potluck at 5pm on 7/20

The 2013 Valley of BloomingtonSpring Reunion is coming soon. Forthe 200th anniversary of the NorthernMasonic Jurisdiction of Scottish Rite,and the 100th anniversary of theValley of Bloomington, we arehonored to be hosting several otherValleys on Friday, June 28th, andSaturday, June 29th, at theBloomington Center for thePerforming Arts. More details will becoming in a few weeks.
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Reunion Meals

The below meals wil l be served at the Valley of Bloomington’s Spring Reunion recognizing the 1 00th Anniversary of
the Chartering of Bloomington Consistory. The Reunion wil l be held in conjunction with the I l l inois Council of
Deliberation Session on Friday, June 28th, and Saturday, June 29th, 201 3, at the Bloomington Center for the
Performing Arts.

Members are requested to place orders (mail to arrive on or before) by Friday June 21 st, 201 3. No refunds after
Wednesday, June 26th, 201 3.

Fi l l out and mail coupon with your payment to:
Bloomington Consistory A.A.S.R.
P.O. Box 3695
Bloomington, I l l inois 61 702-3695

or call the office at 309 828-6077

These prices are available only for Valley of Bloomington Members. For Bloomington delegates to the
Illinois Council of Deliberation (elected officers, M.S.A. and 33rd Degree), there is no charge for the
banquet. Delegate’s Lady or guest, and other members attending must purchase a banquet ticket.

Meal Menu Cost per Quantity Total

Friday Dinner
5:00 PM Lasagna, salad, bread and dessert $1 0.00

Saturday Luncheon*
11 :45 AM

Assorted Deli Sandwiches; Tomato Basil or
White Cheddar and Broccoli Soup;
Homemade Chips; Cookies

$1 0.00

Social Hour
5:00 – 6:00 PM

Hors d’oeuvres and ful l bar No cost

Saturday Banquet *
Mixed Greens salad; Top Sirloin and Herb
Roasted Chicken Breast (combination plate);
garl ic Mashed Potatoes; Chef’s choice fresh
vegetables; dinner rol ls

$25.00

Total – check enclosed

*Catering by Baxter’s American Gril le, Bloomington, I l l inois

Member’s Name: ___________________________________
Please print

Contact Phone: _____________________________________

Tickets will be available for pickup at the Registration Table in the Lobby during the Reunion

Meals for Candidates and their spouse/guest are complementary.

Passport Recognition UpdateThe Supreme Council has recently updated the recognition items presented at thetime of completion of the passport recognition program. The program requires each
member to have his passport stamped when he witnesses a degree in any of the Northern
Jurisdiction Valleys. After all 29 degrees have been witnessed, the passport should be certified
by the Valley Secretary and submitted to the Supreme Council.

The changes made affect only the recognition items. The new items are a certificate that
has been updated to be more in line with other Supreme Council Certificates and a “Gold”
passport to the member as recognition he has completed the cycle at least once.

For those members who have already completed a passport and would like a new certificate
and new gold passport issued, simply present your current passport book to your Valley
Secretary and he will forward it to the Supreme Council for action. Once certified, a new
certificate and passport will be issued.
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Annual Meeting and Election of Officers - May 7, 201 3

Conforming to Article 1 , Section 1 of the Bylaws of the
Coordinate Bodies, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry, Valley of Bloomington, notice is hereby given
that the Annual Meeting wil l be held at the Bloomington
Masonic Temple, 302 E. Jefferson Street, Bloomington, at
7:00 p.m. , Tuesday, May 7, 201 3.

Pursuant to Article I I I , Bloomington Consistory, 32°,
Bloomington Lodge of Perfection, 1 4°, Zerubbabel Council ,
Princes of Jerusalem, 1 6°, and Mt. Calvary Chapter Rose
Croix, 1 8°, wil l conduct election of officers and appointments
wil l be made.

The Annual Reports of the offices wil l be made along with
other business which may properly be considered and acted
upon at the meeting. All members in good standing of the
Scottish Rite, Valley of Bloomington are entitled to attend and
vote on matters before the bodies.

Jeffery J. Fox
Thrice Potent Master
Bloomington Lodge of Perfection

Larry E. Raglan
Sovereign Prince
Zerubbabel Council , Princes of Jerusalem

Daniel S. Yandel
Most Wise Master
Mt. Calvary Chapter, Rose Croix

Robert T. Trefzger, 33°
Commander-in-Chief
Bloomington Consistory

Attest:
Barry D. Weer 33°
Executive Secretary

www.aasrbloomington.org



