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Scottish Rite Vision
“We wil l strive to be a
fraternity that fulfi l ls

our Masonic
obligation to care for

our members.”

Making Good Men Better
Great spirits have always encountered violent opposition from mediocre minds. - Albert Einstein

We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, therefore, is not an act but a habit. - Aristotle

You must be the change you want to see in the world. - Mahatma Gandhi

A new shipment of 200th
Anniversary Jewels has arrived
at the office. Please feel free
to stop by with your check for
$25 and pick yours up. We
have sold out quickly in the
past so come in as soon as

possible to assure you get
one. Bob Erwin is normal ly in
the office, working feverishly,
from 9 to noon dai ly. For other
arrangements, give him a cal l
828-6077 or emai l at
val leybloomington@gmai l .com

Wel l , i t’s the time of the year
when most of us have to dig in
our pockets and come up with
our annual Scottish Rite dues.
I personal ly don’t enjoy paying
bi l ls unless the money spent
brings me pleasure of some
kind, or I think it’s for
something moral and worthy. I
hope your dues payment does
both. Every organization of
every kind depends on
revenue for its survival , from

the hol iest of rel ig ious
institutions, to the largest
businesses, to every individual
household.
During the past 60 days, we

have received over 75% of our
2013-2014 dues, and to those
members I say, Thank You
from al l your Brethren in the
Rite. We al l share a special
relationship, and your support
is very much appreciated.

Check out the latest Camping Club Open Road Newsletter at
http://www.valleyofbloomington.org/main/attachments/article/21 /july%202013.pdf

http://www.valleyofbloomington.org/main/attachments/article/21/july%202013.pdf
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Victor Wooldridge
Pontiac Lodge

Timothy Longfellow
Normal Lodge

Terry Joyner

Pontiac Lodge

Bradley Dyer

Dewitt Lodge

Raymond North

Dewitt Lodge

Richard Riley
Normal Lodge

Eric Holderby
Wade Barney Lodge

John Van Ness

Dewitt Lodge

Jason Sank
Bloomington Lodge

Alexander Schlehuber
Wade Barney Lodge
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1 - "What we’ve got here is fai lure to communicate"
2 - "Life moves pretty fast. I f you don’t stop to look
around once in a whi le, you could miss it. "
3 - "You’re going to need a bigger boat. "
4 - "Stupid is as stupid does."
5 - " I wi l l look on your treasures, gypsy."

a - Forrest Gump
b - Cool Hand Luke
c - Borat
d - Jaws
e - Ferris Buel ler’s Day Off

Match the movie quotes on the left to the movies on the right. Answers at bottom ofpage.

Provided by Brother Movie Quotes

Keytothemovies:1-b,2-e,3-d,4-a,5-c

Barry Carney receives
M.S.A.

Ron Lowery in 1 5th degree
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Come out to the Scottish Rite

Recreation Area for a great time on 8/31 .

The Scottish Rite Summer Picnic begins at

11 am, with lunch at noon.

Then stick around for the Camping Club's

Rootin' Tootin' Cowboy BBQ at 2pm, with

dinner at 5pm.

I t wil l be a great Saturday, fi l led with family fun

and fel lowship.
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Our Spring Reunion Combined
with I l l inois Counci l of
Del iberations (ICoD). My
observations:
To my knowledge this is the

first time a Val ley in I l l inois
held a reunion and hosted
ICoD together in the same
weekend. The last weekend in
June, we did this. As the
weekend approached I
wondered what thoughts we
would have as things
unfolded. First, the
brotherhood of I l l inois could
combine forces to have a
weekend that would be wel l
remembered…in a good way.
Second, we could leave the
weekend asking ourselves
“what in the world were we
thinking when we agreed to
this”. Or, perhaps both.
The action behind the

action: ICoD leadership did
much of their annual prep
work and did make a number
of the final decisions as they
do each year. Local ly we had
three coordinators. This
included Nick Graff (Peoria) on
transportation, Greg Clark on
meals, and Barry Weer on
degree work. Our top l ine
officers and Director of Work
then participated with one of
these three committees. The
planning didn’t stop at this
level . Stage crew, greeters,
wardrobe, cast, class
directors, photographers, and
Bob Erwin each did their own
prep; sometimes with l i ttle or
no direction. I observed a lot
of individuals and teams
taking charge of their tasks
with enthusiasm.
Transportation was the one

activity that I was least
involved with. Not one
negative comment made its
way back to me. My

observation is that it’s best to
have the right people on the
job and for others to not get in
their way.
Meals detai ls come with a

number of its own chal lenges.
Reservations were taken by

two different sources. A new
caterer for our Val ley was
used. What could go wrong?
… Not too often does the
Commander-In-Chief come to
a reunion meal and is told
there is no seating for him and
his wife. Three additional
tables were set up at the back
of the room and fi l led with
Bloomington members. A
number of our Val ley leaders
were at those tables and had a
good time being out of the
l imel ight. Despite having to
deal with extra tables, our
servers maintained a positive
spirit. The source of our
problems had nothing to do
with the reservation systems
or the fact that we had a new
caterer. Several of us back-of-
the-roomers are now talking
about having dinner at
Baxter’s (our caterer) to thank
them personal ly for making
the best of the situation. My
observation is that good
people flow with the situation
and with multiple people
pitching in, we were able to

make multiple pitchers of
lemonade from the lemons.
Degree selection and

presentation were both a wow.
The selection of degrees
included several that we don’t
see very often. The Val ley of
Danvi l le presented the 19th
degree (Brothers of the Trai l )
and the Val ley of Springfield
the 26th degree (Friend &
Brother Eternal) . Both were
excel lent presentations of
degree work. The Val ley of
Bloomington also stepped up
to the plate. To cal l out one
example, it would be the
“singing degree”. Jerry Starks
directing, cast, and crew did a
top-notch job teaching the
lesson of this degree, which is,
“Teach al l Men that Labor is
Honorable”. We had degree
work from other Val leys. We
had degree work from our
Val ley. Thanks to Barry Weer’s
efforts, we had degree work
from al l Val leys in one degree.
Barry brought together each
Val ley’s Commander-in-Chief
for a part in the 32nd degree.
Combined with members of
our cast, i t was a presentation
that reflects wel l on the
Scottish Rite Brotherhood. My
observation: having a vision of
what was planned for degree
work was good, watching what
it took to make this vision
happen was overwhelming.
Even the office of

Commander-in-Chief in the
reunion comes with a special
note. Having our reunion after
the spring elections, our
outgoing Commander-in-Chief,
Bob Trefzger, was off the hook
for presiding over the 32nd
degree. Being the leader that
he is, he did not shy away
from doing what it took to
relearn his part in the ritual .
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I t started out l ike this: I ordered my meal ,
then Bob Trefzger and I went up to scope
out the pie case. My
selection was
made; it’s
going to be
pecan pie.
After eating, I
made a request
for my pecan
pie to be
served
sl ightly
warmed, to
which I hear,
"We are out. "
One of my
brothers had
just ordered
the last piece
of pecan pie
(I wi l l deal
with Ivan
Scott later).
After some
quick
thinking, I
made the switch to a
coconut cream pie.
Good cal l .
41 were in

attendance, no
speeches were made,

no reservations were required. Just a
group of good friends spending an
evening relaxing together. From the

pictures, I ’m speculating
that those that came had
a good time.
This was our first event

under the Discovering the
Val ley of Bloomington
program. Where wi l l we

go next? I
don’t know,
but I ’m already
looking
forward to it.
Pick a place,
event, or
museum in our

Val ley for a one
hour
commitment to
share something
you enjoy.

Roger
Aukerman

He could have put me in a
tough situation, but he didn’t.
In my book, the ten

candidates we had were
present to take part in a
reunion that was l ike no others

in recent times. Our members
and guests from around the
state hopeful ly returned home
with lasting memories of the
lessons taught in the degrees.
My overal l observation was a

positive one thanks to al l that
had even the smal lest of parts
in the weekend. Together we
did great things.

Roger Aukerman
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F. Lee Devore
I can’t remember when I did
not know Lee. He was a friend
of my Father-in-Law when they
worked at I l l inois State
University. Lee retired from an
administrative position in the
Chemistry Department in
1996. Since then, Lee and his
lovely Lola have been singing
and helping in the Passion
Play and, Lee has been a
stalwart in the Rite. Health
problems have slowed down
his singing but we look for his
return. Lee and I were Masters
of our Lodges at the same
time and Lee had a great
program at Normal Lodge. We
competed against each other
as the honor lodge system
was just beginning. I was not
ashamed to say that we
finished second to Normal that
year (of course, I don’t

mention that Normal and
Wade/Barney were the only
lodges that entered that year).
But that is not why Lee is one
of my heroes. I t is his
dedication to the principles of
Freemasonry that got him
there.
Most members of the Val ley

know that we were in
desperate financial shape in
the late 1990’s. We owned a
deteriorating bui ld ing that was
draining our finances. I was
Chairman of the Finance
Committee and we had no
money. I had begun to think
maybe the Val ley should just
close down. I had lost the
spirit and maybe the wi l l .
Fortunately, those days are
long past. But, for me, one
particular Trustee’s meeting
stands out in my mind. I
reported that we were going
to have to do something
drastic. I guess my
despondency was evident.
After the meeting I was deep
in thought when Lee came up
to me and, with a pat on the
shoulder, handed me a check
and said, “ I hope this helps.”
The gesture was especial ly
welcome because I had not
asked for individual
contributions, but we got Lee’s
and others. At that moment, I
knew why the Val ley was

worth saving and why, to this
day, I love to see the men of
the Val ley at reunions. In my
view, Lee’s gesture was a
better Masonic lesson than
any we teach in our Al legories.
Give Lee a pat on the back,
next you see him.

Zach Magon
A few reunions ago, I saw a
young man in the Class who
seemed to be enjoying
himself. I thought that’s the
kind of spirit we need. I
introduced myself to him and
immediately felt the warmth of
his smi le. Of course, he was
Zach Magon and I knew he
would enjoy the fel lowship and
the playacting of the Rite. He
is a natural . A perfect fit.
I asked Zach where he went

When our new Commander in Chief asked me to

write a column about some of the men in the Val ley

of Bloomington, he made his first mistake. His

second, related thereto, was that he put no

restrictions on my approach or subjects. Therefore

what fol lows is entirely on my own hook. Any

criticism should be directed to the Commander in

Chief, and accolades to yours truly.

I t is real ly a pleasure for me to get to do this. I ’ve

been a member of the Val ley almost 30 years and

in that period I know of no degree work I have done

that was so wel l done as to make me proud of my

acting abi l i ty. In fact, whi le I am sti l l active (unless

Jerry Starks has taken the last of my parts) what I

enjoy most is getting together with the men of the

Rite (and of course, their ladies) and having a good

time. Almost never do we talk “shop” or discuss our

health issues, fami ly problems or our attainments.

We just enjoy each other’s company. Sti l l , i ts nice to

know something of the men we social ize with and a

l ittle perspective is what I intend to bring to these

articles. Here goes.
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Valley of Bloomington

Ancient Accepted

Scottish Rite of

Freemasonry

Scottish Rite Office

(309) 828-6077

Commander-in-Chief

Roger Aukerman, MSA, 33°

Thrice Potent Master

Patrick Schlehuber

Sovereign Prince

Michael Hiter

Most Wise Master

Thomas Grogg

Executive Secretary

Robert Erwin

Treasurer

Barry Weer, 33°

Board of Trustees

Andrew Bender1st Lt. Commander

John Dorner, 33°2nd Lt. Commander

Dorian JamesDeputy Master

Gerald GoodingHigh Priest

Sr. Warden

Trustee

Jerald StarksTrustee

Barry CarneyTrustee

Danny Leifell, 33°Trustee

Committees
Audit Winford McElroy, 33°

Membership Al Abbott

Finance Barry Weer, 33°

History John Dorner, 33°

AsstDirectorofWork Billy Burden, 33°

Legal Andrew Bender,
Danny Leifel, 33°

Permanent Fund RogerAukerman,MSA,33°

Planning Larry Raglan

Properties C. Walden Crouch, 33°

SRRA Barry Carney

CommunityConcerns Gregory Clark, 33°

Scholarships RogerAukerman,MSA,33°

Webmasters Patrick Schlehuber,
Barry Carney,
Tom Grogg,
John Dorner, 33°

Newsletter Dorian James

Eddie Lane

Jeffery Fox

Lodge Liaison Mike Tutter

Director ofWork Dennis Garrigus

to school and his answer was,
“ I am an autodidact”. Now
that took me by surprise. I
bel ieve the most famous
“autodidact” in American
History (and the only other
person I heard described as an
“autodidact”) is Abraham
Lincoln. Before you run to the
dictionary, an “autodidact” is
a self-taught person. Home
schooled and never attended
col lege, Zach is very wel l
spoken and personable. He
reads History (not a bad
hobby), especial ly
Revolutionary War History,
and is into Martia l Arts. He and
his lady Rachel McGrath l ive in
Bloomington where Rachel is a
counselor at Mark First. Zach
tel ls me he does work and is in
the unl ikely profession (for a
Scottish Rite rol l player) of
acting (maybe he wi l l take my
old parts away from Jerry). He
acts local ly in theaters in such

plays as “Faith” and “Metal
Chi ldren”. He has also
appeared in the movies
“Whisper” and “Using”. Take
the time to see him in action
as we are lucky to have such
great local theater.
I asked Rachel to tel l us a

secret about Zach and she
says, “ If you want to know
anything about Zach, just ask
his Mom. She wi l l tel l you
everything.” Wel l , from my
perspective, Zach and Rachel
are wonderful additions to the
Val ley. As younger members
join us “Graybeards” we find
new reasons to look forward to
a rebirth of the Rite.
Wel l , that’s enough for this

issue. Be careful who you talk
with, you too may end up in
the Cathedral News. See you
the first Tuesday of the month.

Dan Leifel

Earl ier this year, Normal
Lodge #673 donated
$500 in Coins
for Chi ldren
funds to ABC
Counsel ing. In
July, Normal
Lodge was
able to present
$500 in
matching
funds from
Grand Lodge.

ABC Counsel ing wi l l use
these funds to assist in

providing
counsel ing to
abused
chi ldren. ABC
Counsel ing is
located just a
few hundred
feet east of
Normal Lodge,
at 705 Lincoln
Ave, #303.
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Those who say
stated meetings
have to be al l
business must nod
off during Gordy’s
birthday auctions
(not l ikely) and
definitely did not
attend our June
4th meeting.
Nathan Basset,
aka Spray Monet,
did a spray paint
demonstration at
our June meeting.
I had seen his
finished product before, but
had never seen him in action
creating it. He claimed that it
takes about five minutes from
start to finish. As complex as

his artwork is, I d idn’t think
this was possible. Now I’m a
bel iever. Using a wadded
piece of newspaper to blot or
wipe, he moved with

precision. He answered
questions as he painted. Then
with a sl ight pause he would
grab another tool l ike saran
wrap or a miniature trowel and

perform some
more creativity.
When done, he
donated two
pieces of artwork
to our birthday
auction. Some
of us know
Nathan as a
Disciple in the
American
Passion Play. Now

we know him as a disciple
artist. We thank Nathan for
sharing his talents and gifts
with us.
Whi le we don’t have this

type of
entertainment
at every
meeting, you
never know
what you might
miss. I f things
are a l ittle slow,
Gordy has been
known to tel l a
second joke at
the start of the
birthday
auction.

Roger
Aukerman

October 1st we wi l l try
something new. Our trustee
and stated meeting wi l l be
held in two places at the same
time. That’s right, one
meeting night at two
locations. Officers, Trustees,
and several committee
chairmen wi l l travel to the
Mazon Lodge or Community
Center to be onsite. Brother
Jeff Fox and his team of

techies wi l l have two-way
communications (video and
audio) set up so those
attending at the Bloomington
location wi l l be involved too.
Our birthday auctioneer wi l l
work both locations at the
same time.
As this date draws closer,

more detai ls wi l l be posted on
our web page and wi l l be sent
by constant contact emai l .

I f you are a Scottish Rite
member in the Mazon area,
please join us. We look
forward to spending the
evening with you. If you are a
Scottish Rite member in
another part of the Val ley, let
us know if there is interest in
bringing a Stated Meeting to
your area.

Roger Aukerman
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Valley Newsbriefs

Upcoming Events
Aug 1 6-1 8

30-2

31

SRRACampout, Potluck at 8am on 8/1 7
SRRACampout, Potluck at 5pm on 8/31 and
5pm on 9/1
Scottish Rite Summer Picnic at 1 2pm

Sep

4
11 -1 3
28

Trustees Mtg - 6pm, Stated Mtg - 7pm,
Lodge presiding
SRRACampout, Potluck at 5pm on 9/1 4
SRRACampout, Potluck at 5pm on 9/28
Apple & Pork Festival Meet & Greet, 1 0am

Oct Trustees Mtg - 6pm, Stated Mtg - 7pm
SRRACampout, Potluck at noon on 1 0/1 2
Campground Closes

3

1 3-1 5
27-29
28

Discovering the Valley of Bloomington

Apple & Pork Festival Meet & Greet

We wil l have a Meet & Greet at this year's Apple &

Pork Festival, in Clinton. We wil l meet at 1 0 a.m. on

Saturday, Sept. 28, 201 3. We wil l congregate on the

C.H. Moore Mansion south lawn, then pick a spot to sit

down and have a cold or hot drink. The mansion is

located at the corner of North Center Street and Old

Business Rt. 51 .

Angel Tree Breakfast

The Dewitt County Angel Tree Breakfast wil l be held

on November 1 7, 201 3, at the Clinton United

Methodist Church. I t is located at 308 East Main

Street, in Clinton. They serve a great breakfast from

7am - noon. Dewitt Lodge # 84 does this for the Angel

Tree, to help raise money for needy famil ies at

Christmas.

Brethren, if you have an event
planned, please get it on the
calendar. The more we advertise
what's going on the in Valley, the
greater the potential for a big
turnout. The event could be
anything from a Lodge Breakfast
to a 3rd Degree.

Larry Raglan

The Valley of Bloomington Fall
201 3 Reunion wil l be November
1 st - 2nd. More to come later.

Constitution Trail Cleanup

The Constitution Trail Cleanup hosted by the Lodge of

Perfection is set for September 21 st at 1 0:00 a.m. We

wil l meet at the Beer Nuts factory on Washington and

Grove, in the big gravel parking lot in back. Come on

out and lend a hand, as more hands are always

helpful.

Fall 201 3 Reunion Dates

Valley of Springfield: October 1 2

Valley of Southern I l l inois: October 26

Valley of Bloomington: November 1 -2

Valley of Chicago: November 1 -2

Valley of Freeport: November 2

Valley of Danvil le: November 8-9

Valley of Peoria: November 8-9

Valley of Quincy: November 8-9

Valley of Moline: November 1 8-1 9

IL CHIP event

On Saturday, 9/28, 1 1 am-3pm, Normal Lodge

wil l be hosting an IL CHIP event at the

Bloomington-Normal Worldwide Day of Play, in

Uptown Normal. This wil l be a large event, and

we expect up to 1 50-200 children, so feel free

stop by and lend a hand. We wil l certainly

appreciate some extra help. In order to man any

of the stations, you wil l need to attend official IL

CHIP training, if you haven't been to one lately.

I f you haven't attended a training event, it's a

fairly simple process. Contact Mike Tutter at

(309) 643-961 9 with questions.

Sweetcorn Blues Festival

At the Sweetcorn Blues Festival on Saturday, 8/24,

Normal Lodge wil l be passing out water in front of

Shorty's Barber Shop. Stop by and say hi!
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Our scholarship reception was held Sunday, August 4th. A number of our 55 recipients and
fami ly members and spouses were in attendance. Members present from our Val ley did a great
job helping things run smoothly and making our guests feel welcome.
Our Scottish Rite Val ley administers scholarships for the Grand Lodge of I l l inois, the Scottish

Rite, and the American Passion Play.
Jessica Mainor, Strategic Staffing Consultant at Advocate BroMenn Medical Center was our

speaker. Being someone that’s involved in hiring, she gave us a number of dos and don’ts.
Some of them include:

• Be prompt to an interview, maybe even 1 0 minutes early. Forty-five minutes early as she has seen several

do, does not work. Make sure you know where you are going before the interview. Traffic or parking delays

are not good excuses.

• A fol low-up “thank you" note wil l give you an edge. She is not seeing many do this. Those that do are

noted.

• Business casual attire is appropriate for most positions, even for lower level non-professional positions.

• A handshake is good, maintaining eye contact is a must.

• Research a potential employer. I f asked why you are seeking a job here, be ready to have reasons of why

this employer/job has what you are looking for.

• Ask detai led questions. Check to see if you could job shadow. Inquire about next steps.

• Two page resumes are OK. Keep in mind that a resume review wil l typical ly be viewed no more than 30

seconds.

• Two or three personal references are good. Previous managers/supervisors would be a preferred source.

Our event doesn’t just happen; it takes the efforts of many people to put it together. Bob
Erwin in the office is my right hand man with the scholarships. The Bloomington-Normal
Assembly #7 of the Order of Rainbow for Girls did a superb job with the refreshments. John
Dorner, the certificate brother, again came through for us. Bi l ly Burden handled the
arrangement for the meeting faci l i ties. This is a team event. This is “our” event.

Roger Aukerman
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The Scottish Rite Recreation
Area pool is open for members
and guests to use from
Memorial Day through Labor
Day. The pool us usual ly
avai lable every day for
use unless it is closed
due to water
maintenance.
The gate is always

locked for security, but
there is a key
avai lable. I f you would
l ike to use the pool
please cal l Barry
Carney on his cel l
phone (838-8866) and
he can let you know
where the key is located. I t
is also good to give Barry a
cal l to make sure the pool is

open before you go up to the
Recreation Area.
Rules for the pool are

posted at the pool . I f the Solar

Cover is on the pool you wi l l
need to remove it, cover it
with the white cover to protect
it from the Sun and then

replace the cover when
you are done. There is a
rol ler at the deep end
of the pool for removal
and storage of the
cover. One person can
remove it and put it
back on, but it is
easier with Two
people. You should
never swim alone
anyway.
An adult must

always be present if
chi ldren are swimming in

the pool .

www.aasrbloomington.org



