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Making Good Men Better
"In any situation, the best thing you can do is the right thing; the next best thing you can do is the

wrong thing; the worst thing you can do is nothing." - Theodore Roosevelt

"Success consists of doing the common things of l ife uncommonly well . " - Unknown

"I know for sure that what we dwell on is who we become." - Oprah Winfrey

The 2013 Annual Session of
Grand Lodge of I l l inois, A.F.
and A.M. was Friday, October
5th, and Saturday, October
6th. Congratulations to newly

elected Most Worshipful Grand
Master Barry Weer, 33°, and
Senior Grand Warden Greg
Clark, 33°.
The weekend moved very

smoothly and
efficiently. My first
Grand Lodge was a
grand experience. I
enjoyed the
brotherhood
throughout the
event, and the
opportunity to hear
the messages of our
esteemed Grand
Lodge officers.

Dorian James
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Menu

Friday Nov 1, Dinner 5:30 pmFried Chicken or Lasagna, Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Corn, Garden Salad, Rolls, Iced Tea, Coffee$10
Saturday Nov 2, Lunch 11:30amAssorted Deli Sandwiches, Condiments and Garnishes, White Cheddar and Broccoli Soup, ChickenNoodle Soup, Chips, Cookies, Iced Tea, Coffee$10

Saturday Nov 2, Cash Bar & Hors d’ Oeuvres 4:30pmHoney Glazed Bacon Wrapped Water Chestnuts, Chocolate Covered Strawberries, Top Shelf FullBar, Mixed Drinks, Wine, Domestic, and Imports
Saturday Nov 2, Dinner Entrees 5:30pm• Rib-eye, 10oz. with Portabella and Peppercorn Sauce, Garlic Mashed Potatoes, Fresh Vegetables• Seared Tilapia and Champagne Cream Sauce, Garlic Mashed Potatoes, Fresh Vegetables• Tuscan Pasta Fresh Vegetables, Penne & Garlic Cream SauceMixed Green Salad, Dinner Rolls Iced Tea, CoffeeDessert Carrot Cake With Cream Cheese Frosting and Carmel or Chocolate Cake With Chocolate Sauce$25

Qty Total
Friday Dinner $1 0 each
Saturday Lunch $1 0 each
Saturday Dinner Rib-eye $25 each

Tilapia $25 each
Tuscan Pasta $25 each

Mail reservations to PO Box 3695, Bloomington, IL 61 702 or call 309-828-6077
as soon as possible, and no later than Friday, October 25th.

Member Name (Please Print) ________________________________

Reservation Form
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I enjoy backpacking in the
high country. Typical ly
sometime in August I join a
group and head to Colorado or
Wyoming. This August was a
fulfi l lment of something
several others and I have
wanted to do for several
years. The goal was to hike
the Continental Divide from
Roger’s Pass to Rol l ins Pass
and then fol low a former over-

the-mountain train route past
Needles Eye Tunnel .
Several years ago I was in a

group of 11 that set out to do
this same hike. Within an
hour of leaving the trai lhead,
it was clear that one person
was not up to the physical
demands of carrying a
multiday backpack hiking up
the side of a mountain in thin
air. The fol lowing day, most of
the group did a day hike to
James Peak (elev. 13,500). To
get there from the campsite
we first had to hike up a steep
hi l l to a lake, then ascend a
steeper hi l l comprised of 18”
wide switch backs. This
comes out at Roger’s Pass.

Turn to the South and it’s a
fairly hard hike to James Peak.

Turn to the North and Rol l ins
Pass is six mi les ahead.
Fol lowing the James Peak

hike, the plan was to break
camp, return to Rogers Pass,
and head north. Beyond the
pass, we knew there was
another 300’ cl imb to the first
summit. From there it was
described to us as being
“somewhat flat, as we are on
the Divide Trai l most of the

day.” Some thought was
given to have some of us
make two trips up the
switchbacks to carry a second

backpack. If only we could get
past that initia l hard pul l , we
could hike the day in comfort.
After giving this some thought,
we opted to hike a less
technical route.
Two years later we returned

to do this same hike with more
determination and better
training. Perhaps it was the
thin air, but we ran into the
same issue with a group

member. Again I found myself
at Roger’s Pass looking north,
wondering what great vistas
lay beyond the first summit.
After al l the planning, training,
and a long drive,
disappointment rang out. I
was there; I could see the first
trai l cairn (a trai l marker,
usual ly a pi le of rocks with a
post sticking out). For a
second time, we went no
further.
This year, 2013, was going

to be the year. Three others
and I wanted to make this
“quest” a real ity. On Day One,
we hiked to the same general
area in about half the time. It
rained from the trai lhead unti l

The Blessing Was, Not Getting What We Wanted
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An old friend in the Army
impressed me. His father had
been awarded a Medal of
Honor, posthumously. The
father was ki l led leading his
infantry company in Korea
when my friend, Tim, was four
years old. Tim entered the
Army at 19 as a private, had a
distinguished career, and
retired as a Lieutenant
Colonel . I regarded his choice
of career as one of the most
difficult he could have chosen.
How can you l ive up to a
legend?

This essay, however, is not
about my old friend Tim, it is

about a more recently made
friend. In Masonry, you work with
a bunch of people and you get to
know them on the stage and at
meetings, or for some of us, in
the American Passion Play. I t is
unusual when one person
performs on al l levels, performs
as actor, leader and fol lower.
Such are so rare that I can think
of only one.

I can think of only one Mason
who, whi le pursuing a career at
State Farm, raising two lovely
chi ldren who are a credit to their
community and fami ly, and being
a loyal husband, friend and
leader in his fraternity did al l this

and remained approachable and
a friend to al l . Whi le doing al l
this, he is universal ly l iked and
respected by his brother Masons.
Of course, everyone in Scottish
Rite has participated in a degree
with him or observed him
performing at an excel lent level .
He never says “No” and is always
there for a friend, or maybe only
an acquaintance. Some of us
remember that he played the
Christus for every performance
for several years in the Passion
Play, and at the same time
“assisted” in directing the Play-
though many of us know he
actual ly directed the play. But

ten minutes before we found a
campsite. We set up our
tents. Twenty minutes later, it
was raining again. No hot
dinner, but we were dry in our
tents for the night. I t was a
blessing to set up camp
without rain.
Morning broke, and the sun

was shining. I t was cool with
very l ittle wind. We felt
blessed to start the hike in
these weather conditions.
Soon we were at Roger’s Pass
with backpacks on, facing the
north, the spot where I had
been twice before. We hiked
up the first summit and then
we saw it. The trai l zigzagged
back down and up. The
topographical map was not
detai led enough to show al l
the ascents and descents.
Throughout the day the views
were spectacular. At times we
were standing next to sheer
drop offs where a crystal clear
lake lay hundreds of feet
below. The level of the views
matched the level of pain in
our legs.
As blessed as we felt to be

experiencing these vistas, we

were overcome by the
blessing of now knowing that
if we had brought the earl ier
groups to the point of the first

summit, there would have
been problems. Along the
ridge l ine there is no water
and no shelter. Once
committed, you press on unti l
there is safety. For the four of
us, it was a ful l day's hike to
make our destination. We
were exhausted. I f we had
gotten what we had wanted
on the previous two attempts,

several of us would have had
to transfer weight from other
packs to ours. We would have
been moving at a slower pace.
We might have endangered
several l ives. Whi le
accompl ishing our goal , we
real ized how fortunate we
were to fai l twice before.
Not everything always goes

as we plan. Sometimes it is
for the best. Twice, I was
confronted with an obstacle
that I could not avoid. Twice,
plan B took us to a set of
isolated lakes where the group
had a fun time relaxing. Not
al lowing our personal goals to
dominate the group’s abi l i ty,
we were able to leave the trai l
with happy memories of what
we were able to do. Returning
as a smal l group to complete
the hike as original ly planned
fi l led that sense of
accompl ishment. I t a lso made
us real ize what a blessing we
had in fai l ing twice before.

Roger Aukerman
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maybe there are some things
most do not know.

The subject of this piece was
the son of one of the most
outstanding Masons ever to cal l
Bloomington home. Robert, the
father, was a hard task master
and helped Norm Buecher make
I l l inois Masonry a strong
institution. Robert was tough on
al l us neophyte Masons but he
must have been twice as tough
on his two outstanding sons, who
chose to fol low him into Masonry.
Like my friend Tim, they had a
career always being compared to
an icon, his of mi l i tary heroism,
theirs of I l l inois Masonry. Such
situations breed fai lure, but

character can, and in their case
has, triumphed.

It was with the greatest
pleasure and pride that I heard
our own Gregory L. Clark had
been chosen an Active Member of
the Supreme Counci l of the
Scottish Rite. He is assuming
more duty for the Scottish Rite as
he moves on in Grand Lodge. I
said to myself when I heard the
news, good people can finish first
(Eddie Stankey, you were wrong).
Greg takes on new
responsibi l i ties (the first Active
from the Val ley of Bloomington in
30 years) and we can al l be
proud. However, I can’t help
thinking there is one more proud

than any of us. That is Robert E.
Lee Clark, who, in that celestia l
lodge not bui lt with hands, is now
beaming with the pride of a
parent seeing a job wel l done.

We probably won't see Greg in
many degrees, as his officia l
functions wi l l preclude that. Also,
we now owe him a degree of
deference he is unaccustomed to.
However, there is a message in
Greg’s elevation to the “Purple
Hat”: good people do succeed.
That is especial ly true in our
beloved fraternity.

Dan Leifel

A beautiful day, a great
festival , and good friends
made for an enjoyable
Discovering the Val ley of
Bloomington event. A big
Thank You goes out to Larry
Raglan and Mike Hiter for
hosting the event.
I t’s been about 25 years

since Deb and I had attended
the

Cl inton
Apple &
Pork Festival . With Larry and
Mike cal l ing this out as
something special , i t was al l

we needed as a reason to
attend. I had never had their
ham and beans before. They
were cooked in a kettle over
an open fire. Boy, were they
good. Having our two local
hosts, they were able to
recommend the best food and
some of the inner workings of
the festival .

Even our locals,
Larry and
Mike,

were
able to

discover something new.
At the old homestead house,
they don’t just raise the flag,
they do it with a ful l

ceremony. This is done every
year around 9:30 in the
morning.
We have much more to

discover in our Val ley, so
please contact the office or
myself with an idea that you
would be wi l l ing to host.

Roger Aukerman



Cathedral NewsPage 6

Valley of Bloomington

Ancient Accepted

Scottish Rite of

Freemasonry

Scottish Rite Office

(309) 828-6077

Commander-in-Chief

Roger Aukerman, MSA, 33°

Thrice Potent Master

Patrick Schlehuber

Sovereign Prince

Michael Hiter

Most Wise Master

Thomas Grogg

Executive Secretary

Robert Erwin

Treasurer

Barry Weer, 33°

Board of Trustees

Andrew Bender, 33°1st Lt. Commander

John Dorner, 33°2nd Lt. Commander

Dorian JamesDeputy Master

Gerald GoodingHigh Priest

Sr. Warden

Trustee

Jerald StarksTrustee

Barry CarneyTrustee

Danny Leifell, 33°Trustee

Committees
Audit Winford McElroy, 33°

Membership Al Abbott

Finance Barry Weer, 33°

History John Dorner, 33°

AsstDirectorofWork Billy Burden, 33°

Legal Andrew Bender, 33°,
Danny Leifel, 33°

Permanent Fund RogerAukerman,MSA,33°

Planning Larry Raglan

Properties C. Walden Crouch, 33°

SRRA Barry Carney, MSA

CommunityConcerns Gregory Clark, 33°

Scholarships RogerAukerman,MSA,33°

Webmasters Patrick Schlehuber,
Barry Carney, MSA,
Tom Grogg,
John Dorner, 33°

Newsletter Dorian James

Eddie Lane

Jeffery Fox

Lodge Liaison Mike Tutter

Director ofWork Dennis Garrigus

On October 1st, our Trustee
and Stated Meeting was held
in both Bloomington and
Mazon at the same time.
Thank you
to Brothers
Pat
Schlehuber
and John
Dorner,
and any
others who
helped,
who were
able to
establ ish
two-way
communica
tions (video
and audio).
The
internet
connection
was a l ittle
slow, but
they were
able to improvise, and
establ ished the audio
connection via a standard
phone l ine.

Special thanks go to our
Mazon hosts, who provided an
excel lent dinner of chi l i and
cornbread. We had a chance

to chat with
old friends
and make
new
friends.
The

event was
a success,
and we
look
forward to
visiting
other areas
of our
Val ley. I f
you are a
Scottish
Rite
member in
another
part of the
Val ley, let

us know if there is interest in
bringing a Stated Meeting to
your area.

I f you haven't yet, provide your emai l address to the office, at
execsec@aasrbloomington.org, to be sure you're receiving our
emai l communications. Don't miss out!
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1 - “I ’m going to make him an offer he can’t refuse.”
2 - "Here’s looking at you kid.”
3 - “I ’ l l be back.”
4 - “I ’m real sorry your mom blew up, Ricky.”
5 - “There’s no crying in basebal l . ”
6 - “Playing with my money is l ike playing with my
emotions.”

a - A League of Their Own
b - Better Off Dead
c - Terminator
d - Friday
e - Casablanca
f - Godfather

Match the movie quotes on the left to the movies on the right. Answers at bottom ofpage.

Provided by Brother Movie Quotes

Keytothemovies:1-f,2-e,3-c,4-b,5-a,6-d

Greg Clark 33˚ , Andy
Bender 33˚ , Bob Erwin,
Dorian James, and Larry
Raglan attended the
Midwestern States
Regional
Leadership/Membership
Conference, held in
Michigan City, Indiana, on
September 20th - 21st.
Scottish Rite Masons

from Wisconsin, I l l inois,
Indiana, Michigan, and

Ohio attended the
conference. Membership
retention and Reunion
planning were some of the
topics discussed. The "Brother
to Brother" program, which
many of the Val leys have
already implemented, was
one of those topics. I t was
announced that the 4th

Degree DVD was being
redone and would soon
be out to the individual
Val leys.
I t was an excel lent

opportunity to visit and
share with others, and al l
who attended felt that it
was a productive
conference.

Larry E Raglan
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Valley Newsbriefs

Upcoming Events
Oct 28 Campground Closes
Nov

1
3

25
31

Valley of Bloomington Fall Reunion
Daylight Saving Time ends
Trustees Mtg - 6pm, Stated Mtg - 7pm
(Chapter presiding)
Thanksgiving Day

Dec DDD (Delmar D Darrah) Dinner
Trustees Mtg - 6pm, Stated Mtg - 7pm
(Consistory presiding)
Christmas Day
New Years Eve

1 -2
3
5

28

Angel Tree Breakfast

The Dewitt County Angel Tree Breakfast wil l be held

on Sunday, November 1 7, 201 3, at the Clinton United

Methodist Church. I t is located at 308 East Main

Street, in Clinton. They serve a great breakfast from

7am - noon. Dewitt Lodge # 84 does this for the Angel

Tree, to help raise money for needy famil ies at

Christmas.

Brethren, if you have an event
planned, please get it on the
calendar. The more we advertise
what's going on the in Valley, the
greater the potential for a big
turnout. The event could be anything
from a Lodge Breakfast to a 3rd

Degree, anywhere in the Valley.
Larry Raglan

Fall 201 3 Reunion Dates

Valley of Southern I l l inois: October 26

Valley of Bloomington: November 1 -2

Valley of Chicago: November 1 -2

Valley of Freeport: November 2

Valley of Danvil le: November 8-9

Valley of Peoria: November 8-9

Valley of Quincy: November 8-9

Valley of Moline: November 1 8-1 9

Scottish Rite Vision
“We wil l strive to be a
fraternity that fulfi l ls our
Masonic obligation to care

for our members.”

Robert Walters, Colfax, IL

Eternal Reward
“With sympathy and sorrow, we share in

the loss of these, our Brothers.”

09/1 5/201 3

Below is a list of Brethren whom we’ve
lost track of. Any help in locating these
lost Brethren would be much
appreciated. Please contact the office.

Benedict G Cerven Jr (Kansas City, MO -

Wilmington Lodge)

Wil l iam E Long (Camp Lejeune, NC - Bloomington

Lodge)

Rodney A Mil l igan (Springfield, IL)

Ronald L Secord (Sun City, AZ - Wade Barney)

Stanley Stanish (Novato, CA - Wade Barney)

Donald N Wallace (Buda, IL)

Please join us at the 2013 Reunion Banquet, where we wi l l recognize Greg for his contributions to
our Val ley and congratulate him on being named an Active Member of the Supreme Counci l .
• Val ley of Bloomington Thrice Potent Master 1984-1985
• Val ley of Bloomington Commander-in-Chief 1993-1995
• I l l inois Active Member of the Supreme Counci l of the Scottish Rite 2014

Roger Aukerman, Commander-in-Chief
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Andrew S. Bender was
coroneted a Sovereign Grand
Inspector General , 33˚ ,
Ancient Accepted Scottish
Rite, in ful l ceremonial form on
August 20, 2013, in
Washington, DC at the 201st
Annual Meeting of the
Supreme Counci l , NMJ .
Witnessing the coronation

were several delegates from
the Val ley of Bloomington,
including I l lustrious Brothers:
Roger Aukerman, Greg Clark,
Dan Leifel , George Perkins,
and Barry Weer.
There were 154 candidates

who received the 33˚ on
Tuesday, August 20, in the
Warner Theater. Additional ly,
five members were coroneted
in special sessions prior to the
annual meeting.
During the Supreme Counci l

Session, Greg Clark was
named a new Active Member
of the AASR Supreme Counci l
representing the State of
I l l inois.

Candidate’s Perspective:
Putting my experience at

Supreme Counci l into words is
a chal lenge. It was a once-in-
a-l i fetime experience made
special by friends, old and
new.
Al l of the members and

their ladies from the Val ley of
Bloomington that were in
attendance went out of their
way to make sure Penny and I
had a phenomenal
experience. To Roger and
Deb, Greg and Gerti , George
and Pat, Barry and Crystal ,
Dan and Paula: Penny and I
sincerely thank you for your
generous hospital i ty. I am
also so grateful for the support
from al l of the members from

the Val ley of Bloomington.
Al l of the events during

Supreme Counci l wi l l hold
special memories for me.
Some of the events that stick
out in my mind include: being
stopped in a crosswalk by a
lady who noticed my
candidate pin so she could
congratulate me, getting to
know Joe Geiter from the
Val ley of Freeport at various
events, hearing that Greg
Clark was named a new Active

Member of the Supreme
Counci l , del ivering the
response on behalf of the
candidates at the I l l inois
dinner, and real izing that I
would be sitting across the
aisle from the delegation from
Bloomington during the
degree presentation.
The degree itself was

overwhelming and wi l l remain
with me for the rest of my l ife.
I sincerely hope I am able to
share that part of the
experience by demonstrating
at least some of the principles
exempl ified in the degree.
I am so grateful for al l of

those men who have and
continue to support me in my
Scottish Rite journey. I want to
say a particular thank you to
Dan Leifel . Dan, on October
14, 2004, you handed a
Scottish Rite petition to me.
That is one of the greatest
gifts anyone has ever given to
me. Thank you.

Andrew Bender
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A new shipment of 200th
Anniversary Jewels has
arrived at the office.
Please feel free to stop by
with your check for $25
and pick yours up. We
have sold out quickly in
the past so come in as
soon as possible to
assure you get one. Bob
Erwin is normal ly in the
office, working feverishly,
from 9 to noon dai ly. For
other arrangements, give
him a cal l 828-6077 or
emai l at
val leybloomington@gmai l
.com

Scottish Rite 201 3 Fall Reunion
November 1 -2, 201 3

Degree Friday, 1 1 /1

4th Master Traveler 7:00 PM

6th Master of the Brazen Serpent (video) 8:00 PM

Saturday, 1 1 /2

11 th Sublime Master Elected 9:00 AM

23rd Knight of Valor 1 0:45 AM

Lunch 11 :30 AM

27th Knight of Jerusalem 1 :00 PM

29th Knight of St. Andrew 2:00 PM

Dinner 5:30 PM

Continental Breakfast 8:00 AM

32nd Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret 3:1 5 PM

Valley of Bloomington

www.aasrbloomington.org



