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Friday, Nov 7
Degree
4th Master Traveler 7:00-7:20pm
13th Master of the Ninth Arch 7:50-8:15pm

Saturday, Nov 8

12th Prince of Mercy 9:00-9:45am
25th Master of Achievement 10:15-10:45am
28th Knight of the Sun 11:15-11:50am

Lunch 11:50-1:00pm
30th Grand Inspector 1:00-1:50pm
32nd Subl ime Prince of the Royal Secret 2:30-3:40pm
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Our Fal l Reunion wi l l be named
“It’s Our Bucket”. This is an
odd name for a reunion, but a
very appropriate one. From
the top of the bucket, we fi l l i t
with new members. From the
sides and bottom there are
leaks, as we lose members for
a variety of reasons. This
month I ’m covering fi l l ing our
bucket. Next month, I ’ l l cover
what’s being done to plug the
leaks.
After a lot of consideration

I ’ve set a goal of 40 new
members for our Fal l Reunion,
which wi l l be November 7-8.
Please add this to your
calendar.
Why 40 or more? In the

past we have had classes of
this size, so we know this is
obtainable. Setting a goal by
doing nothing more than
adding a smal l number to the
average class size of our past
several Reunions wi l l result in
the same methods used for
attracting new members. We
can do better than that.
Why now? This past year

we have tried a number of
new things and have had
positive results. I wi l l say that
again, “we have tried new
things.” We have members
and officers stepping up and
asking what they can do next,
and then fol lowing through.
We have the energy. If we are
serious about wanting to make
things happen, the time is
NOW.
I want to be clear, this is

not about leaning on those
that have top-l ined petitions in
the past. They already see
the value of our brotherhood
and have found what works for
them to find others to share it
with. This is about the rest of
us being wi l l ing to try
something different, working
for a better tomorrow.
To make this happen it wi l l

be achieved by:

• First and foremost, we need
to maintain focus on Lodge
growth. The Scottish Rite
adds to the Lodge experience,
and is not a replacement.

•We wi l l track new candidates
by Lodge. Whi le reporting
this, we wi l l a lso be
communicating how many
new Master Masons have been
raised this year in each of
these lodges.

•Our active members wi l l set
a goal for their Lodge. This
goal is not about one or two

individuals carrying the load.
I t’s about Brothers
strengthening their fraternal
bonds having fun working
together.

• Friends of Hiram wil l be
responsive when cal led upon
to help Lodges perform ritual
work. No Lodge should shy
away from bringing new
members due to fear of ritual
work.

• It's extremely important to
recognize al l contributions.
Not everyone reading this wi l l
top-l ine a petition. There are
many ways to show support.

-Make it a priority to talk with
new candidates at Lodge
meetings. Make them feel
welcome in your Lodge.

-Being personal ly involved in
both Lodge and Scottish Rite
activities.

-Contact members that you
haven’t seen for a whi le.
Personal ly invite them to an
upcoming event.

The goal of 40 or more is
intentional , and it is
achievable. I t is a statement
of support, showing that we
value our Masonic
Brotherhood.

Roger Aukerman,
Commander-in Chief

Goal is 40 ormore new members at our Fall Reunion
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The Discover the Rite event in
Gibson City was a success. On
May 20th, we visited the Bayern
Stube resturant for dinner with
some Gibson City area Masons.
Approximately 40 were in
attendance and enjoyed a great
German meal and fel lowship
with area Masons. Based on the
populatity of this event, it may
become an annual event for the
Val ley of Bloomington.

"Their sauerkraut is

the best."

"For me, it's al l about

the red cabbage."
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Valley of Bloomington

Ancient Accepted

Scottish Rite of

Freemasonry

Scottish Rite Office

(309) 828-6077

Commander-in-Chief

Roger Aukerman, MSA, 33°

Thrice Potent Master

Patrick Schlehuber

Sovereign Prince

Michael Hiter

Most Wise Master

Thomas Grogg

Executive Secretary

Robert Erwin

Treasurer

Barry Weer, 33°

Board of Trustees
Andrew Bender, 33°1st Lt. Commander

John Dorner, 33°2nd Lt. Commander

Dorian JamesDeputy Master

Gerald GoodingHigh Priest

Sr. Warden

Trustee

Jerald StarksTrustee

Barry CarneyTrustee

Danny Leifell, 33°Trustee

Committees
Audit Winford McElroy, 33°

Membership Al Abbott

Finance Barry Weer, 33°

History John Dorner, 33°

AsstDirectorofWork Billy Burden, 33°

Legal Andrew Bender, 33°,
Danny Leifel, 33°

Permanent Fund RogerAukerman,MSA,33°

Planning Larry Raglan

Properties C. Walden Crouch, 33°

SRRA Barry Carney, MSA

CommunityConcerns Andrew Bender, 33°
Larry Raglan

Scholarships RogerAukerman,MSA,33°

Webmasters Patrick Schlehuber,
Barry Carney, MSA,
Tom Grogg,
John Dorner, 33°

Newsletter Dorian James

Eddie Lane

Jeffery Fox

Lodge Liaison Mike Tutter

Director ofWork Dennis Garrigus

The Annual Meeting this year wi l l be held Saturday, June 28,
2014, at the Paradise Hotel and Casino in East Peoria. There wi l l
be a l ink posted on the ICOD website in mid-May for
reservations. The ful l agenda has not been final ized but this we
do know: for those who wish to play golf, Friday, June 27th, tee
times wi l l start about 7:30 am. The course has not yet been
determined. Hotel accommodations wi l l be at the Hampton Inn
in East Peoria.

Saturday, June 28, 2014 Schedule
Breakfast: 7:30 am to 8:30am
Lunch: 11:30am to 12:30pm

ICOD Meetings: 1:30pm to 4:00pm
Hospital i ty: 4:00pm to 5:30pm

MSA Banquet: 6:30pm to 9:00pm
Hospital i ty: 9:00pm to 11:00pm

There is a $10 per person charge for the Hospital i ty Room.
Prices for meals have not been determined, but as in the past,
is no charge for MSAs, 33°s, and elected officers. Watch the
ICOD website for more information.

Wade Barney Lodge #512 wi l l be hosting its Annual Yard
Sale at the Bloomington Masonic Temple. I t wi l l take
place on Friday, Ju ly 11, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm, and
Saturday, Ju ly 12, 7 am - 12 pm.
To help out, to donate items, or for more information,

contact Bernie Maharg at (309) 706-5110.

The Grand Lodge Golf Outing wil l take place on June 30, 201 4, at

El Paso Country Club. Shot Gun Start: 1 1 :00 AM.

Fees: $90 (Box Lunch, Rib-Eye Steak Dinner, cart, & golf included)

I f you haven't yet, provide your emai l address to the office, at
execsec@aasrbloomington.org, to be sure you're receiving our
emai l communications. Don't miss out!
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1 - "Does Barry Mani low know that you raid his
wardrobe?"
2 - "For as long as I can remember I always wanted to be
a gangster. "
3 - "A l ittle nonsense now and then is rel ished by the
wisest men."
4 - "You Maniacs! You blew it up! "
5 - " I ’m late, I ’m late, I ’m late. "
6 - "McLovin? What kind of a stupid name is that, Fogel l?"

a - Planet of the Apes
b - Superbad
c - The Breakfast Club
d - Al ice in Wonderland
e - Wi l ly Wonka & the Chocolate
Factory
f - Goodfel las

Match the movie quotes on the left to the movies on the right. Answers at bottom ofpage.

Provided by Brother Movie Quotes

Keytothemovies:1-c,2-f,3-e,4-a,5-d,6-b

Before last Spring’s reunion I
asked Steve Nicholson, a good
friend of both Bud Spencer
and me, whether Bud would
be making the trip down to
Bloomington from his home in
Marsei l les to be with us. Bud is
a brother I ’ve known for my
whole Masonic career, starting
in the mid 1980’s. He may
have top-l ined more petitions
for the Scottish Rite than
anyone else I know. He is one
of the pi l lars of Masonry in
general , and the Val ley of
Bloomington in particular.
Steve said Bud wouldn’t be
coming because, he said, “No
one remembers me.”
Bud may have a point as

many of his contemporaries
who are veterans of World War
I I have left for that House not
made with hands. Fortunately,
Bud is sti l l around and has not
lost his wry sense of humor or
his dedication to our fraternity.
So, this month, we salute an
outstanding Brother, we
remind those of us who think
highly of him, and we
introduce a younger member
to a true American hero.
Bud was drafted into the

Army in 1942 and assigned to

something cal led an
“independent tank battal ion,”
where he rose through the
ranks to command as a
sergeant his own M4
(“Sherman”) tank. The crew of
five was his responsibi l i ty, and
his unit was assigned to one of
the toughest Divisions in the
American Army, the “Big Red
One”, The First Infantry
Division. Sergeant Spencer’s
tank was part of some 50
tanks in the 745 Tank Battal ion
that landed in France on June
18, 1944, during the Battle
ever since known by the
French province it was fought
in, “Normandy”. The fighting
was tenacious, dangerous and
often hand-to-hand. Tank
losses in the Norman Bocage
were severe. The Sherman
Tank was cal led by the
Germans the “Ronson”,
because l ike the American
cigarette l ighter, they “l it
every time.” Bud and his crew
were in the midst of al l that.
Bud and his mates were in

constant combat and losses
were significant, particularly
among leaders. On December
7, 1944, Bud was made a
platoon leader, responsible for

five tanks, just in time to help
in the l ittle battle cal led “The
Bulge”. Of course, he
distinguished himself, winning
the Si lver Star for Gal lantry
and the French Legion of
Honor. By the end of the War,
Bud had become a Company
Commander, only a l ittle after
he could legal ly buy an
alcohol ic drink, responsible for
15 tanks and 100 fighting
men.
It’s true that many of our

younger members have not
had the pleasure to shake
Bud’s hand, but that is their
loss. Bud is seldom wrong, but
in one thing he is. The
Division to which he was
attached has not forgotten
him, for they made him an
Honorary Colonel . To those of
us who have the honor of
knowing him, he is, most
assuredly, not forgotten. Who
would not be proud to be a
member of a fraternity that
boasts people l ike Al len “Bud”
Spencer? It is a pleasure to
address this man as, “Sir.”

Dan Leifel
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Zerubbabel Counci l , Princes of Jerusalem l ine hosted a food drive at the Midwest Food Bank.
The fol lowing brethren were there: Mike Hiter, Lance Lowery, Bernie Marharg, Eddie Lane,

Andy Bender, and Larry Raglan. They were assisted by a group from a local Lutheran Church.

John Dorner provides refreshments after June's membership meeting, compliments of Consistory.
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You ask most dogs how
their day went, and the
response you wi l l get wi l l
probably be “rough, rough.”
You ask me, and I ’ l l tel l you
thanks to my Masonic friends
that stop by to spend time
with me, l i fe is pretty darn
good. And yes, I need to add,
be sure to say “hi” to the two
real ly nice people that feed
me.
Recently a brother that

stopped by to pet me had a
2B1Ask1 bumper sticker. I ’ve

been thinking about that.
Whi le that works for those
seeing the merits of asking
about the Masonic Fraternity,
it may not be enough for
others. Inform your friends, as
they too should consider
becoming part of the
Brotherhood. Seriously, I have
plenty of hair; I could use
more friends to give me a
good back rub.

Duke

Reviewing this past year,
these are my thoughts:

Meeting Enjoyment: This
year started with Nathan
Basset, aka Spray Monet,
doing a spray paint art
demonstration at our June
meeting. In less than five
minutes, from start to finish,
he created a finished painting.
As complex as his artwork is,
i t’s hard to imagine that this is
even possible. Using a
wadded piece of newspaper to
blot or wipe, he moved with
precision. He answered
questions as he painted. Then
with a sl ight pause he would
grab another tool l ike saran
wrap or a miniature trowel ,
and perform some more
creativity. When done, he
donated two pieces of artwork
to our birthday auction. What
a great way to start a stated
meeting.

Valley of Bloomington
Reunion combined a
Reunion with the annual
Ill inois Council of
Deliberation (ICoD). I must

admit that as the weekend
approached, I wondered what
thoughts we would have as
things unfolded. First, the
Brotherhood of I l l inois could
combine forces to have a
weekend that would be wel l
remembered … in a good way.
Second, we could leave the
weekend asking ourselves
“what in the world were we
thinking when we agreed to
this?” Or, perhaps both.
For this event, degree

selection and presentation
were both a wow. The
selection of degrees included
several that we don’t see very
often. The Val ley of Danvi l le
presented the 19th degree
(Brothers of the Trai l ) and the
Val ley of Springfield presented
the 26th degree (Friend &
Brother Eternal) . Both were
excel lent presentations of
degree work. The Val ley of
Bloomington also stepped up
to the plate. With Jerry Starks
directing, the cast and crew
did a top-notch job teaching
the lesson of this degree

which is “Teach al l Men that
Labor is Honorable”, aka “the
singing degree”. Thanks tothe
efforts of I l l . Barry Weer, 33°,
we had each Val ley’s
Commander-in-Chief take a
part in the 32nd degree.
Combined with members of
our cast, i t was a presentation
that reflects wel l on the
Scottish Rite Brotherhood.
Our candidates, guests, and
members experienced, in my
book, a job wel l done.

Recognition: During the
year, we were glad to see two
of our members move into key
roles, and we had the honor of
having several more of our
distinguished Brothers be
recognized for their
accompl ishments. We named
our Fal l Reunion after I l l . Greg
Clark, 33°, for his
contributions to our Val ley and
congratulate him on being
named an Active Member of
the Supreme Counci l . Our
Spring Reunion was named
after I l l . Barry Weer, 33°, for
his contributions to the Val ley
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and to congratulate him on
becoming the Most Worshipful
Grand Master AF&AM, Grand
Lodge of I l l inois. I l l . Andy
Bender received the 33rd
degree in Washington DC,
Barry Caney received the
Meritorious Service Award at
ICoD, and I l l . Dan Leifel , 33°,
received the O.E. Hanning, Jr.
Fel lowship Award.

Discovering the Valley of
Bloomington is a program
we started this year to do fun
things throughout our Val ley.
This was kicked off with Pie
Night at Busy Corner in
Goodfield. The Cl inton Apple
and Pork Festival provided the
next meeting place. We also
met up at the Bayern Stube
restaurant in Gibson City.
Being able to enjoy things we
don’t typical ly do with friends
has been great, even if Ivan
Scott, MSA, did order the last
piece of pecan pie ahead of
me at Pie Night. I ’m excited to
see what other possibi l i ties
around our Val ley wi l l make for
fun meeting places in the
future.

Cathedral News has new
columns. I l l . Dan Leifel , 33°,
has been providing biographic
sketches of members. I can’t
thank Dan enough for doing
this. Learning more about our
brothers is something I truly
value. Brother Movie Quotes
provides the opportunity to
recal l movies by having us
match a quote to the movie.
Duke’s Corner is a recent
addition to the newsletter to
make Masonic observations
through the l ife and times of
an old engl ish golden
retriever. As for our editor,
Dorian James, I asked a lot
from him, and he has
del ivered.

October Trustee/Stated

meeting in Mazon added a
convenience for our northern
members. With the great
meal they provided us, we
wondered why this had not
been done sooner. The
meeting was set up through a
video l ink back to Bloomington
for the home crowd.

Fall Reunion Banquet
was done with style. One way
to keep the meals affordable is
to select the least expensive
entrees and avoid adding any
extras. For this reunion we
upgraded a number of things
and to keep member costs
down we increased the
Val ley’s portion of the
expense. The end result was
increased membership
enjoyment.

Spring Reunion
Afterglow was held offsite.
In place of a banquet we
strived for something that
would be different and
enjoyable. Also, instead of the
Consistory l ine taking point,
Pat Schlehuber, Thrice Potent
Master, and his l ine made the
arrangements. They did an
outstanding job putting this
together and working with the
Ozark House.

Valley of Bloomington’s
Right Connection is a new
activity being coordinated by
Al Abbott. We have already
had two cal l ing nights. We
have reached out to over a
hundred members each time.
With pizza onsite, we have
been going one-on-one with
members to greet them. In
addition to the greeting, we
are working hard to bring
membership information up-
to-date and to extend a
personal invitation to at least
one upcoming event. Sadly,
many members wi l l not be
cal led. We have no phone

information for over half the
membership, but are working
on fixing that. When a
member signs in at a reunion,
we no longer only capture
what a member provides; we
show each member the
information we have, and ask
for updates.

Stage Crew: We have
been sharing ideas this past
year and they have been
working hard to make
improvements. One example
is the 4th degree. We now
start with a barebones stage
and bui ld upon it, just the
same as we bui ld upon the
various steps we take in
Masonry.

Action Plan: The changes
this past year have been
directed at engaging the
membership. Secretary Bob
Erwin, fel low officers, and
volunteers throughout the
Val ley; you have provided the
support I ’ve needed to make
these things happen. By no
means have we reached the
potentia l I see in our Val ley.
With what we have done to
address the involvement of
existing members, it is my
plan to continue to use these
bui ld ing blocks to go after
sharing what we have with
new members. I ’m setting the
goal of having at least 40 new
members to join us at our fal l
reunion. Action plans to
faci l i tate this wi l l be
announced over the next
several months.

I l l . Roger F. Aukerman,
MSA 33°
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Scholarship Reception, breakfast at 8:00am
Trustees Mtg - 6pm ("dark" for membership
mtg)

Upcoming Events
Jun Food Bank, 5:30pm-7:30pm, Midwest Food

Bank
Rite Connection calling event, Bloomington
Lodge Bldg, 6:30pm, pizza provided
ICOD, Par-A-Dice, E Peoria
Grand Lodge Golf Outing, 11 am

21

24

30

2
5

Aug

1

11 -1 2

Jul Trustees Mtg - 6pm ("dark" for membership
mtg)
Wade Barney Yard Sale - 8am-5pm on 7/11 ,
7am-1 2pm on 7/1 2

Sep Picnic at campground, more to come6

Valley Newsbriefs

Scottish Rite Vision
“We wil l strive to be a

fraternity that fulfi l ls our
Masonic obligation to care

for our members.”

Donald H Lee, Normal, IL
Eloyd V Kiesl ing, Jr, Ft Coll ins, CO
Gerald L Shoemaker, Pontiac, IL
Donald C Thompson, Arthur, IL
Thomas J Covington, Li l l ian, AL
Joseph L Giroux, Medford, OR
Joseph C Mil ler, Leroy, IL
Wil l iam R Martin, Clinton, IL
Lloyd L Swan, Hot Springs Village, AR
Robert T Fleming, Bloomington, IL
Andrew C Harris, Bloomington, IL
H Robert Lanham, Bloomington, IL

Eternal Reward
“With sympathy and sorrow, we share in

the loss of these, our Brothers.”

01 /29/201 4
02/05/201 4
03/28/201 4
04/08/201 4
04/1 2/201 4
04/1 8/201 4
04/21 /201 4
05/07/201 4
05/07/201 4
05/1 6/201 4
05/20/201 4
05/25/201 4

"Scholarship Breakfast Reception. " What? This sounds l ike something different. … It is.

Instead of an afternoon program with a speaker, the focus this year wi l l be about getting to know
our recipients, and about our recipients getting to know us. No program, just good conversation
whi le having breakfast.

Who: Scholarship Recipients and their fami l ies, and our members and fami l ies
Date: Saturday, August 2, 2014
Time: Serving between 8:00am and 10:00am
Where: Bloomington Masonic Temple
Attire: From nice casual to business casual

For our members and fami l ies, cost of admission is being wi l l ing to volunteer and to social ize
with our guests. There wi l l be no tickets sold. This is your opportunity to have a great breakfast
and show Masonic fel lowship in action.

Roger Aukerman
Scholarship Chairman
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This year has brought several
changes to our Scottish Rite.
And I think at the heart of the
changes is our effort to
increase communications.
Improved communications
leads to increased
involvement. We’ve been
working in the past year to
increase the readership of our
Cathedral News; Brother
Dorian James has done a
stel lar job of fi l l ing the shoes
of our past editor Dale Arbour.
Dorian, as wel l as other
Brethren, has pitched in to
include more articles of
interest and information. Also
concerning communications,
the Val ley has recently
instal led a new program
known as the Rite Connection.
As most you know, the
purpose of the program is to
reach out to al l Val ley
members annual ly, by phone,
to check on their wel l -being,
see if there is anything the
Rite can help them with, let
them know of future events,
and update their contact
information. Partia l ly due to
this program, we’ve increased
our Constant Contact l ist by
44% and member telephone
number database by 35% in
the last 12 months. I ’m proud
of the progress we’ve made in
improving our communication
network, because without the
network, what good is our

message?
This year we also made

changes to our Val ley By-laws.
Most notable was the
reduction of elected and
appointed l ine offices and
extending al l terms to
potentia l ly 2 years. The
changes 1) give the Heads of
Body longer to make an
impact on their l ine and the
Val ley, 2) make the seconds
and thirds in the l ine more
vital to the l ines, because
there’s fewer in the l ine, and
3) we don’t appoint people to
a position with no
responsibi l i ties.
Membership. When we talk

about membership we usual ly
associate the term with
number of candidates. I prefer,
when referring to
membership, to think of
qual ity. In the last 12 months
there were several Val leys in
I l l inois whose number of new
candidates exceeded ours, but
I don’t think any Val ley can
touch our retention rate. The
Val ley of Bloomington lost only
4% of its membership, of
which more than half have
gone to their Eternal Reward.
We are good people and we
recruit good people.
The financial strength of the

Val ley continues to grow. From
my experience, I doubt we’ve
ever been as financial ly
solvent as we are now. We

made a major contribution to
the Scottish Rite Rec area in
2013 to improve the electrical
service, a much needed
improvement. We need to
continue to improve the Rec
area, and be sure we’re proud
to cal l i t a true Scottish Rite
asset, and a reflection of our
organization and membership.
Other investments were made
in Reunion costumes and the
replacement of the Cathedral
backdrop at a cost of $4000.
On the charitable side, the
Val ley made total donations of
$2880 to Marsei l les Nursing
Service, First Baptist Food
Pantry, Pontiac, DeWitt County
Angel Tree, Cl inton, and MVK
Food Pantry and Christmas
Basket during the Christmas
hol idays. Just recently the Rite
administered the award of 50
scholarships to worthy
recipients.
I want to thank not only the

Presiding Officers, but
everyone who helped me
through my first year; I ’ve
enjoyed it very much. The
Val ley has capable,
experienced leadership, with
Roger, Pat, Mike and Tom and I
looking forward to another
year of growth and change.
Thanks again to everyone.

Robert Erwin, Secretary

Making Good Men Better
Twenty years from now you wil l be more disappointed by the things that you didn’t do than by the

ones you did do. So throw off the bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in

your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover. - Mark Twain

Experience is what you get when you don’t get what you want. - Dan Stanford

The world is more malleable than you think and it’s waiting for you to hammer it into shape. - Bono
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" I t's the Masons! "
"The Masons are
marching! " . These
wonderful words
were heard by the
members of
Bloomington Lodge
#43 as they
marched in this
year's Memorial
Day Parade.
I don't bel ieve

that any of us was
prepared for the
number of people
who commented
on our presence in
the parade. Nor
were we expecting
the level of joy,
excitement, and respect their
voices showed. At one point I
saw a mother point to her
young kids and tel l them
"Those are Masons marching. "
Although we marched to honor

our vets who endeavored to
keep our freedom, we could
not help but swel l with pride
from the positive recognition
that our beloved fraternity
received.

After we
were done
marching, we
had two l ittle
old ladies
come up and
tel l us that " it
was nice to see
the Masons
marching
again. " I have
been in several
parades in my
l ife, but none
of them were
as much of fun
as the one
where I
marched
alongside my

brothers.

Jason R Sank
Worshipful Master
Bloomington #43

Constant Contact

I f you would l ike to receive
Constant Contact emai ls, i t’s
as simple as cal l ing the office
or sending an emai l to:
execsec@aasrbloomington.org
. In your emai l say “Constant
Contact: Add Me, Add Me”.

Roger Aukerman

Normal Lodge #673 awards
50-year pin to Barhard Argo.
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