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Some of our youngest bell ringers for the Valley,
donating their time for The Salvation Army

We wil l have a Discover the Val ley of Bloomington event on
March 21, 2015. We wi l l meet at 10:30 AM and tour the Ewing
Manor. The tour wi l l be led by none other than our Val ley's
famous Danny Leifel , 33°. Cost for the tour wi l l be $5.00 per
person. After the tour, we wi l l go to lunch at a local restaurant.

You may contact Larry Raglan with questions.

Larry E Raglan
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Exhi larating, heart pumping,
nervous energy, and
excitement: these are some
of the things that come to
mind when I think about doing
something for the first time.
Thinking back to the first time
I drove a tractor, I sti l l can
visual ize it as if it were
yesterday. I practical ly had to
stand on the clutch to have
enough weight to push it in.
The brake had side-by-side
pedals, a lot different from the
garden-variety tractor that I
was used to.
The occasion was a church

camp workday. I was working
with Tommy, a retired fireman.
Tommy was one of those guys
that always had a positive
outlook. He saw potentia l in
others. He was the kind of
guy others wanted to be
around. When he asked me to
bring the tractor over to where
we were working, I was
wondering if he was
hal lucinating. When I
informed him that I had never
driven a real tractor, his
response was one of support.
With me in the seat and him

sitting on the fender, I brought
the tractor to l ife. I was
visual izing a number of things
that could go wrong. I wasn’t
capable of doing this. Sl ipped
it into gear, let the brake off,

and my foot came up off the
clutch. We were moving. Hey
this wasn’t too bad. I even
shifted gears. Again, I
handled it. Then Tommy
pointed to the spot where he
wanted me to stop. I went to
push the clutch in but it didn’t
want to go. I looked at
Tommy. He continued on with
his reassuring smi le as if he
hadn’t noticed my look of
panic. I sl id forward in the
seat to the point where I was
almost standing on that pedal .
Fortunately, this time, the
clutch decided to let me win.
Another first time

experience was when I was
cal led upon to give a series of
l ines in the American Passion
Play. On dress rehearsal night
I was asked to do a part the
next day. It was to a sold out
audience. I would have

nobody standing next to me.
With no theater experience, I
was petrified. The part was to
have a conversation with
Malachi , being portrayed by
Sam Buck, whi le behind the
curtains the stage was being
set for the next scene. I
arranged to meet Sam on
stage before that
performance. Sam came in
late, which didn’t help my
nerves. As we started to go
through the part, the doors
were opened for the audience
to come in. Not only going
through the words, Sam
wanted to put me at ease with
the staging. So there we
were. The ushers were giving
us some pretty strange looks.
Sam said something about
giving the patrons a l ittle
bonus and without hesitation
we went to rehearsing. Sam
was my hero.
As the years go by, some

names and events stay with
us. Tommy and Sam made a
difference in my l ife. See the
potentia l in others and act
upon it. I ’m glad there are
those that have done this for
me.

Roger Aukerman,
Commander-In-Chief

The First Time

Making Good Men Better

People become really quite remarkable when they start thinking that they can do things. When they

believe in themselves they have the first secret of success. - Norman Vincent Peale

Whenever you find whole world against you just turn around and lead the world. - Anonymous

Being defeated is only a temporary condition; giving up is what makes it permanent. - Mari lyn vos

Savant, Author and Advice Columnist
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A check to Pontiac Food Bank
was presented to Pastor J im
Wolfe and Harland Dean from
the food bank. I would l ike to
extend a special thank you to
Brother Victor Woolridge, Sec. ,
for coordinating the
presentation, to Brother Doug
Mays, WM, and to Carl Smicker,
SW, al l of Pontiac Lodge #294,
for assisting.

Larry Raglan

A check was presented to Sue
Calvert from the DeWitt County
Angel Tree. Joining me in the
presentation were Brothers Mike
Hiter, Sovereign Prince, and
Mark Keagle, Senior Warden of
the Zerubbabel Counci l , Princes
of Jerusalem. Thanks go to Mike
and Marcia Hiter for
coordinating this event.

Larry Raglan

Thank you so much for the generous donation of $540.00 to Marsei l les
Nursing Service. We wi l l use it for the benefit of Marsei l les residents who

need nursing care.

Carol and Lori

We received the fol lowing thanks from Marsei l les Nursing Service. Also, special thanks go to
Steve Nicholson for assisting with the presentation.
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On January 3rd, we had a joint instal lation of officers for Bloomington Lodge,
Wade Barney Lodge, and Normal Lodge.
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Last summer I went to a
fami ly reunion at Coeur
d'Alene, Idaho. This time we
took Route 94 across North
Dakota, thus travel l ing
through Theodore Roosevelt
National Park and Medora, ND.
I had an idea. I was assuming
that this was the one place
that President Roosevelt chose
to retreat to when both his
mother and
first wife
passed, and
that the
Maltese
Cross Lodge
(Cabin)
would be
here as wel l .

I was
correct, but
the people

of Medora did not know of the
Maltese Cross Cabin. We were
in beautiful Medora for maybe
two hours before we
eventual ly made our way to
the Visitor Center. When I
approached the counter, I
asked the lady if she knew of
any place related to President
Roosevelt that was Masonic.
She stood and said that this

must be the Day of Days. She
proceeded to tel l me that she
knew of a smal l cabin there
that was named the Maltese
Cross Cabin, but that they
were not aware of any other
significance or importance of
the place.
That was, at least, unti l 20

minutes ago. Apparently the
Grand Lodge of North Dakota
cal led her and said that on
June 15th and 16th of the year
2017, the Grand Lodge of
North Dakota is going to instal l
their officers there.
Lord wi l l ing, I wi l l be there.

When I visual ize my version of
the United States, I visual ize it
through him.

Brother Carl Smicker
SW Pontiac Lodge #294
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The time is now to apply for
the 2015-16 academic year
scholarships. Our Val ley
administrates around 50
scholarships each year. The
cutoff date for receiving
appl ications is Apri l 1 .
Our Val ley’s website

includes a combined
scholarship appl ication form.

Open to the Publ ic:
Health Career Fields
Sherwood and Evelyn Kresin

Require Masonic Relative:
Grand Lodge of A.F. & A.M.

of I l l inois
Robert B. Perkins
Louis L. Wi l l iams
Abbott Scholarship

In addition to this combined
appl ication, there is one
additional scholarship
avai lable:
A. Colvi l le Wi lson

The Grand Lodge
Scholarship has revised their
requirements. This

scholarship now includes
appl icants l iving out-of-state.
The revised wording:

Masonic relationship is

required. The applicant must

have a father or grandfather

who is (or was at the time of his

death) a member in good

standing as an I l l inois Master

Mason. The applicant does not

have to be a resident of I l l inois.

Open to the publ ic,
Healthcare is the category
with the most scholarships
awarded. Pass the word on
about this scholarship to
friends, neighbors, and co-
workers. This is an excel lent
opportunity to start up a
conversation about our
brotherhood.
El ig ibi l i ty requirements and

appl ications are both located
at
www.val leyofbloomington.org

Roger Aukerman,
Scholarship Chairman

Valley of Bloomington

Ancient Accepted

Scottish Rite of

Freemasonry

Scottish Rite Office

(309) 828-6077

Commander-in-Chief

Roger Aukerman, MSA, 33°

Thrice Potent Master

Patrick Schlehuber

Sovereign Prince

Michael Hiter

Most Wise Master

Thomas Grogg

Executive Secretary

Robert Erwin

Treasurer

Barry Weer, 33°

Board of Trustees
Andrew Bender, 33°1st Lt. Commander

John Dorner, 33°2nd Lt. Commander

Dorian JamesDeputy Master

Gerald GoodingHigh Priest

Sr. Warden

Barry Carney, MSATrustee

Danny Leifell, 33°Trustee

Committees
Audit Winford McElroy, 33°

Membership Al Abbott

Finance Barry Weer, 33°

History John Dorner, 33°

AsstDirectorofWork Billy Burden, 33°

Legal Andrew Bender, 33°,
Danny Leifel, 33°

Permanent Fund RogerAukerman,MSA,33°

Planning Larry Raglan

Properties C. Walden Crouch, 33°

SRRA Barry Carney, MSA

CommunityConcerns Andrew Bender, 33°
Larry Raglan

Scholarships RogerAukerman,MSA,33°

Webmasters Patrick Schlehuber,
Barry Carney, MSA,
Tom Grogg,
John Dorner, 33°

Newsletter Dorian James

Eddie Lane

Lodge Liaison Mike Tutter

Director ofWork Dennis Garrigus, MSADuring the Spring Reunion on
Saturday, March 7, we wi l l
again attempt to update our
l ibrary of 33° photographs.
Also at this time we wi l l begin
taking photographs of our
MSA recipients for our website
l ibrary. Letters wi l l be sent to
personal ly notify those of you
affected.
Laura Books, our

photographer, wi l l be at the
BCPA from 9:00am to 11:00am
Saturday. She’ l l be set up in
the Break Room in the
southeast corner on the

second floor.
A strict dress code wi l l be

required, in order to maintain
the uniformity of past and
future photos. Wear a dark
business suit or sport coat,
and tie. No tuxedos, tai ls, or
dinner jackets. The only
recognition to be worn is your
33° or MSA lapel pin. No name
plates, jewels, or caps.
I f you have any questions,

please contact your ever
di l igent Secretary, Bob Erwin,
at (309) 828-6077.

www.valleyofbloomington.org
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At our last Val ley reunion I had
the honor of “presenting”
Gordon Ropp with his red cap,
signifying his receipt of the
Meritorious Service Award. I
have known Gordy for 40
years and it was easy to tel l
the Brethren and their ladies a
l ittle about him. He is a
successful farmer, a former
Officer in the I l l inois National
Guard, a member of Governor
Richard Ogi lvy’s cabinet in the
early 1970’s, and a long time
State Legislator. I added that
Gordy didn’t get the award for
those accompl ishments but for
being the one man who l ights
up a room when he enters. He
brings joy to those of us who
know him, simply because we
know him.
There was only one thing

missing that night: Gordy. He
had forgotten about the
reunion and had, instead,
gone to see his
granddaughter’s first col lege
stage performance. On
reflection, missing the
ceremony for the
granddaughter was not a bad
choice, anyway.
At our December stated

meeting, Gordy asked me if it
was okay to wear his red hat.
Of course, that is his right.
That question got me to
thinking. I asked myself, why
do we present the hat (first
given at the Counci l of
Del iberation) in the Val ley?
Those of us who have been

lucky enough to be recognized
for something know a certain
ambivalence about such
things. First, we feel proud at
having received the award,
but then we feel gui lty
because we know friends and

peers who have done at least
as much, with no such
rewards. When the award is
presented at the Val ley, we
are assured it is right for us to
wear the symbol because the
people who matter most, the
people who know us best,
have said it is right.
I was reminded again of this

kind of “heal ing” ceremony, at
another reunion I attended
last October. Old friends and
associates gathered after not
seeing each other, in some
cases, for 45 years. One of the
invitees we especial ly wanted
to attend was a shy Alabama
farmer named Mike
Sprayberry. He did not respond
to our invitation and a mutual
friend, much closer to Mike
than I , cal led his home. Mike
was out in the field and my
friend spoke with Mike’s wife.
She explained that Mike is a
member of a very prestigious
fraternity and doesn’t go to
reunions because al l everyone
talks about is his fraternity. I
even spoke with the head of
the fraternity (who happens to
l ive in Chi l l icothe) and he told
me Mike seldom comes to
fraternity meetings and almost
never wears his ribbon and
jewel .
Fortunately, my friend was

a better negotiator than I (he
sti l l practices law in Southern
I l l inois) and after we promised
Mike that we would not
mention his fraternity, he
decided to come. That was
actual ly an easy promise since
most of us knew of his
membership, anyway.
Mike showed up the first

night of the reunion, the dour,
shy farmer I expected. Then I

noticed he started loosening
up among people whom he
had known when he was 20
years old, people who knew
and appreciated him before he
entered his exclusive
fraternity. The next day, he
made it a point to find me and
tel l me how glad he was to
have come. By the banquet
the next night, Mike
Sprayberry was as much a
laughing, merry making a guy
as any of we 70 year olds can
be. After the banquet, Mike
came up to me and thanked
me for honoring his request
and said, “ I ’ l l be at the next
one.”
Frankly, I was at a loss for

words (an unusual state for
me). At our banquet Mike
Sprayberry was wearing the
ribbon and jewel of his
fraternity. That ribbon and
jewel may be worn only by
those who have been awarded
the Congressional Medal of
Honor. I bel ieve Mike
Sprayberry, maybe for the first
time, had the ambivalence we
feel for our lesser awards and
which can only be worse for
the 74 survivors who wear his
ribbon and jewel , eased by the
fact that his peers told him, in
no uncertain terms, that he
deserved to wear it.
Next time you see Gordy

Ropp, tel l him how glad you
are that he wears the red hat.

Dan Leifel
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As Most Wise Master, it is my
duty to review our standards,
procedures, and ceremonies
to ensure we are meeting the
needs of our Fraternity and
those we serve. This year, I
am changing from our usual
Feast of the Paschal Lamb
ceremony to a new direction
which I hope wi l l continue to
demonstrate our love and
respect for our brethren who
have passed in the preceding
year.
Each year, just prior to

Easter, the Knights of Rose
Croix and the Knights Templar
assembled for a ceremony of
remembrance of our fal len
brethren. The ceremony was
known as the Feast of the
Paschal Lamb, and was open
to the friends and fami l ies of
the departed. This ceremony
included a recounting of a
history in which messengers,
angels if you wi l l , brought
messages of hope and
righteousness to earth, only to
be put to death. The story of
the cross was shared with al l ,
and again the assembled
knights told stories of Jesus
and his disciples, and of
resurrection! The mystic scrol l ,
containing the names of our

departed brethren was read
and, fol lowing each name, a
chime was heard,
commemorating his soul rising
to eternal salvation. A special
message was shared by a
selected speaker as wel l .
This solemn ceremony, with

its pageantry, sorrow and joy,
has seen an ever decl ining
attendance, especial ly from
the widows of our brothers.
The majority of attendees
include fami ly members of the
Feast participants, rather than
the widows and fami l ies of the
deceased. Further contributing
to the decreased attendance
is the discontinuation of our
long-standing partnership with
the Knights of Columbus, who
have been ordered to cease
their participation in the Feast
of the Paschal Lamb ceremony.
I am therefore changing our

Paschal Remembrance this
year. Instead of a publ ic
ceremony, we wi l l recognize
and remember our brethren
who were cal led to the Grand
Alter above at the Stated
Meeting just prior to Easter,
fol lowed by a prayer of
remembrance simi lar in design
to our existing monthly
practice. Fol lowing the Stated

Meeting, an article wi l l be
included in the Cathedral
News with comments from the
Most Wise. This article wi l l
include a l ist of the departed
brethren, their steps in
masonry, and any associated
masonic accolades & awards.
Further, the article wi l l be
reproduced and mai led to
surviving widows of our
brethren with a forward
written by the Most Wise
offering condolences,
assurance of the resurrection,
and extending our Masonic
hands in an offer of
assistance.
I t is my hope that this

change wi l l touch the hearts of
the faithful ladies who stood
by their men in their Masonic
l ives and i l lustrate that,
though their l i fe partner has
passed, his fraternity is here to
stand beside them in times of
need.
This year, Easter is Apri l

5th; therefore, the Paschal
Remembrance wi l l take place
at the March 3rd Stated
Meeting.

Tom Grogg
Most Wise Master

If you have any events coming up in your local lodge, such as pancake
breakfast, chi l i suppers, auctions, etc, we would love to hear about
them. We want to get more lodge events in the Cathedral News, to
al low other Brethren to know what's going on in other parts of the
Val ley. Send your event information to deeeejerz@gmai l .com or

execsec@aasrbloomington.org.

mailto: deeeejerz@gmail.com
mailto: execsec@aasrbloomington.org
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Our Spring Reunion wi l l be a one day event on March 7th, 2015. Coffee and rol ls wi l l be avai lable
beginning at 7:00 am, prior to the 4th Degree presentation.
Lunch wi l l be served at 11:30 am and wi l l consist of Fried Chicken, Vegetarian Lasagna,

Mashed Potatoes, Corn, Rol ls, Salad, Coffee, Tea, Lemonade and Dessert. The cost is $10 per
member. Reservations need to be made at the office by mai l , emai l , phone, or in person, prior to
March 5th.
The After Glow (Reception) wi l l be held at the Ozark House, 704 S McGregor in Bloomington, at

4:30 pm. Ladies and guests are welcome. We wil l be having an assortment of free appetizers
and a cash bar. We need to provide the Ozark House with a head count for food preparation, so
please include your number when making resevations for lunch. I f you have any questions, cal l
Bob at the office, 309-828-6077. The Val ley wi l l take care of the cost of the food, and you wi l l pay
for your own drinks.

Name # Fried Chicken # Lasagna Total #
Meals Meals Attending

_______________ ______ _____ _______

Attention Members Attention:
We are trying something new.
The evening before the Spring
Reunion, we are having a
pizza and beverage party. The
Spring Reunion is a one-day
reunion. Al l degrees
presented wi l l be done on
Saturday. This leaves Friday
evening open for an
appreciation party.
Here’s the scoop. On stage

at the BCPA, last minute
reunion preparations wi l l be
underway. Who knows, there
may be the need for some last
minute rehearsing? Also on

the stage wi l l be pizzas and
beverages. Tables and chairs
wi l l be set up for your comfort.
The crew and cast of our

Spring Reunion are invited
March 6, Friday evening from
5:30 to 7:00. This event is
designed to bring al l those
involved in our reunion
together for some pre-reunion
fel lowship. Make a friend with
the wardrobe team; you may
find you have a better fitting
costume on Saturday. Smi le
at the stagehands; you may
find your props wi l l be found
where you expect them. Be

nice to the cast members and
they wi l l never be in the way
of moving props between
scenes.
In addition to cast and crew,

al l other members and
canidates are welcome to
attend. We want you. We
need you. Let us know where
your interests are and we wi l l
make introductions.
Attire is casual . No

reservations needed. No cost
to you.

Roger Aukerman,
Commander-in Chief

Time Degree
------- ----------
9:00 am 4 - Master Traveler
9:50 am 7 - Provost and Judge
10:50 am 18 - Knight of Rose Croix
11:40 am Lunch in Bal lroom (reservations req'd)
1:00 pm 15 - Knight of the East
2:05 pm 21 - Patriach Noachite
3:10 pm 32 - Subl ime Prince of the Royal Secret
4:30 pm After Glow at Ozark House (reservations req'd)
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1 – “That rug real ly tied the room together.”
2 – “Kids are starving in India and you’re walking around
with a sombrero ful l of peanuts.”
3 – “Let’s put a smi le on that face! ”
4 – “The longer they play, the more they lose. In the end,
we get it al l . ”
5 – “Pretty please with sugar on top…”
6 – “Hope is a good thing, maybe the best of things, and
no good thing ever dies.”

a – Casino
b – Shawshank Redemption
c – Big Lebowski
d – Pulp Fiction
e – The Dark Knight
f – Meatbal ls

Match the movie quotes on the left to the movies on the right. Answers at bottom ofpage.

Provided by Brother Movie Quotes

Keytothemovies:1-c,2-f,3-e,4-a,5-d,6-b

I f you haven't yet, provide your email address to the office, at execsec@aasrbloomington.org, to be

sure you're receiving our email communications. Don't miss out! Also, be sure to provide your cell

phone number to the Valley, if you haven't already done so.

On Saturday, March 21, 2015,
at 2:00 pm, in the
Bloomington Center for the
Performing Arts, the 92nd

consecutive season of The
American Passion Play begins.
As a member of The Val ley of
Bloomington, you should know
that without the dedicated
participation of members of
the Val ley and their fami l ies,
this production, which has
brought inspiration to the
thousands who have traveled
countless mi les to witness the
production, would have not
have been born and certainly

would not have survived.
There are three ways you

and your fami ly can be a part
of this great production. You
can contact the Passion Play
Office at (309) 829-3903 and
purchase tickets for one of the
five performances. Tickets
make a great gift for relatives
and friends during the Easter
Season.
Or you can contact the

Passion Play Office at (309)
829-3903 and tel l them you
and your fami ly would l ike to
be part of the production cast.
There are opportunities for

speaking, non-speaking,
musical , and stage. Perhaps
you have friends or members
of their fami ly who l ike to
participate.
Final ly, you can make a tax

deductable contribution to The
American Passion Play, Inc. , at
PO Box 3354, Bloomington, IL
61702.
Additional information can

be found at
www.americanpassionplay.org
.

Garrie Burr, Director

mailto:execsec@aasrbloomington.org
www.americanpassionplay.org
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Constant Contact
I f you would l ike to receive
Constant Contact emai ls, i t’s
as simple as cal l ing the office
or sending an emai l to:
execsec@aasrbloomington.org
. In your emai l , say “Constant
Contact: Add Me, Add Me”.

Roger Aukerman

Trustees Mtg - 6pm, Stated Mtg - 7pm
(Chapter Presiding)
Crew and Cast Pizza Party - 5:30-7pm,
BCPA stage
Spring Reunion
Ewing Manor Tour - 1 0:30am, followed by
lunch

Upcoming Events

Apr Camping Club Chili Supper - 7pm at Normal
Lodge
Trustees Mtg - 6pm, Stated Mtg - 7pm
(Consistory Presiding)

3

7

3

6

7
21

Mar

Valley Newsbriefs

Scottish Rite Vision
“We wil l strive to be a

fraternity that fulfi l ls our
Masonic obligation to care

for our members.”

Theodore C Streenz, Bloomington, IL
Robert M Wakefield, Rock Island, IL
Chester H Knobleloch, Minier, IL
Hayden T Martin, Bloomington, IL
Donald F Davito, Jol iet, IL
Danny H Raber, Huntsvil le, AL
Kieth L Metzger, Danvers, IL
Robert G Walston, Clinton, IL
Ivan F Henderson, Bloomington, IL

Eternal Reward
“With sympathy and sorrow, we share in

the loss of these, our Brothers.”

1 2/02/201 4
1 2/22/201 4
1 2/30/201 4
09/1 8/201 4
11 /27/201 4
01 /11 /201 5
01 /1 2/201 5
01 /1 7/201 5
01 /27/201 5

Issue Submission Deadline

04/2015 03/31/2015
06/2015 05/26/2015
08/2015 07/28/2015

1 0/201 5 09/29/201 5

1 2/201 5 11 /24/201 5

Saturday School

Don't forget, we have excel lent Masonic instruction at
Normal Lodge every Saturday from 7am-9am, at the
Robert E. Lee Clark School of Instruction. Come over
to learn how to properly perform ritual for your new
officer role, or just to get a refresher in basic lodge
ritual . We would love to see you.

Masonic Academic Bowl21Feb

Pontiac Chili Supper

Pontiac Lodge will be having a Chili Supper on Wednesday, March 4, from
4-7:30 p.m. at the Pontiac Lodge building.

Adults $7.00. Children 6-1 2 $3.00. Under 6 free.

mailto:execsec@aasrbloomington.org
mailto: execsec@aasrbloomington.org
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The Scottish Rite Camping Club wi l l kick off the 2015 Season on Apri l 3rd with a Chi l i Super at
6:00 pm at the Normal Masonic Temple. The Club wi l l provide the chi l i . Please bring a salad or
dessert to share if you attend. RSVP to SRRA@BarryCar.com so that we can plan for the amount
of chi l i to prepare.

The 2015 calendar for the Scottish Rite Recreation Area (SRRA) is open for reservations and is
onl ine at on the Bloomington Scottish Rite website. The rates for camping and lodge rentals are
also on the website. I f you have any questions, please contact Barry Carney.

If you are a camper and would l ike to rent a site at the SRRA for the summer, please let Barry
know by Apri l 1st. Emai l : SRRA@BarryCar.com or Phone: (309) 838-8866.

www.valleyofbloomington.org
Mailto: SRRA@BarryCar.com
Mailto: SRRA@BarryCar.com



