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Saturday, 8/29/2015

Lunch at Noon

Scottish Rite Recreation Area

Bring the fami ly for an afternoon of food, fun, and
fel lowship. At noon, we' l l have award-winning BBQ
provided by Brandin' Iron BBQ, a local competition

BBQ team and catering company.

Cost wi l l be $10 for adults and $5 for chi ldren. The
remainder of the cost wi l l be subsidized by the Val ley
of Bloomington. After lunch, relax beside the pool or

take a dip.

RSVP to Dorian James at deeeejerz@gmai l .com
or leave a message at (309) 310-6186.

The 1st Annual Masonic
Education Banquet was
held on May 16, 2015, at
the Ozark House in
Bloomington, IL. Twenty-
seven Masons from
Central I l l inois and
surrounding areas
attended.
Brother Larry "Lars"

LaBounty detai led how
the Pantagraph's List of
Lodges is developed and used
throughout the world. He
explained the painstaking
steps used to verify proper
Masonic affi l iation, and the
procedures used to publ ish
this valuable tool .
Brother Matt Stolz gave an

enl ightening presentation
regarding the origins of the
Knights Templar and possible
connections shared by our
fraternity with early
phi losophies and rel ig ions.
Brother Robert Johnson

elaborated on the first
Masonic lodges in early

colonial America and
some of their
members. He
described the early
meeting places of
lodges such as the Tun
Tavern and the Green
Dragon. Many of those
early members were
participants in such
activities as The

Boston Tea Party and the
framing of historical
documents including The
Declaration of Independence
and The Bi l l of Rights. He also
presented a picture of an early
flag and its possible evolution
to the flag which we know
today.

mailto: deeeejerz@gmail.com?subject=BBQ
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I begin my comments as the
newly minted Commander-in-
Chief of the Val ley of
Bloomington by expressing
gratitude to Pat Schlebuber,
Past Thrice Potent Master;
Mike Hiter, Past Sovereign
Prince; Tom Grogg, Past Most
Wise Master; and Roger
Aukerman, Past Commander-
in-Chief. We thank you for al l
you have done for the Val ley
during your time as presiding
officers. I a lso want to
congratulate Dorian James,
Thrice Potent Master; Gerald
Gooding, Sovereign Price; and
Eddie Lane, Most Wise Master
as they begin their terms as
presiding officers.
The changing of the guard

is always an exciting time for
our Val ley. We take stock of
the works of our predessors
and look to bui ld upon their
successes. We make our
plans for the future of the
Val ley with new ideas and new
partners in our officer core.
We have been working on
those plans. Certainly, this
type of planning is important
and I would be happy to sit
down with any member of the
Val ley to discuss those plans.
However, in this
communication, I want to
focus on the big picture rather
than detai ls. And so, I want to
point out what I see as the
keys for our Val ley going
forward.
First, we want and need

your help. I t is no secret that
our Val ley is shrinking. We
have fewer active members to
help with al l of the things that
make our Val ley successful .
Of course, our new officer core
needs to take the lead, but
there are plenty of ways you
can help. We can easi ly find

you a place working with
membership, programming,
communications, stage crew,
degree casts, or reunion
service. Maybe you have your
own ideas about how you can
serve the Val ley. I would love
to hear those ideas and
discuss making them real ity. I f
you have been waiting for an
invitation to get involved, here
it is. Cal l the office at (309)
828-6077 or send me an emai l
at
andrewsbender@gmai l .com. I
promise you getting more
involved wi l l be a fun,
rewarding experience. And
don’t be afraid because you
haven’t been very involved in
the past. We wi l l welcome you
and help you along the way.
In my experience, I have a
much richer l i fe for the friends
I have made and the
mentoring I have received
from my brothers in the Val ley.
Reach out to us so we can
start or restart your journey.
Second, we need to bui ld

upon our successful
communication platforms to
better reach out and engage
our membership. We have
had great success with our
Catherdral News, web site,

Rite Connection, Facebook
group, and Constant Contact
messages. We are working to
better integrate these
platforms so our members wi l l
receive the same information
no matter which news source
they prefer. But again, we
need your help. Is your
contact information up-to-
date? Please be sure to
contact the Val ley office and
provide us with your current
phone number, current mai l ing
address, and current emai l
address. Also, if you are on
Facebook, be sure and have us
add you to our Facebook
group. We want our local
lodges to feel free to uti l ize
our communication platforms
to spread the word about al l
Masonic events in the area.
Encourage the brothers in your
lodge to join our Facebook
group and use our other
means of communication to
promote events whether or
not they are Scottish Rite
members.
Third, membership efforts

wi l l continue to be a major
focus. I wi l l write in the
coming months about our
efforts and keeping our results
in perspective.
Final ly, we wi l l continue to

strive to have fun events and
programs. We are working on
our calendar for the coming
months now. We wil l be
continuing our most popular
events l ike our fami ly picnic,
pie night, and the Valentine’s
dinner, but we are always
looking for new ideas. Please
provide us with your ideas and
feedback on our events.
Remember, this is your Val ley.

Andy Bender,
Commander-In-Chief

mailto: andrewsbender@gmail.com
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1 – “I t’s cal led a satchel. Indiana Jones wears one.”

2 – “Please get out of my Van Halen T-shirt before you jinx

the band and they break up.”

3 – “Is this your idea of fun, Mav?”

4 – “I don’t know, I can imagine quite a bit. ”

5 – “Do you feel lucky?”

6 – “I t’s showtime!”

a – Star Wars: A New Hope

b – Beetlejuice

c – The Hangover

d – Magnum Force

e – Top Gun

f – The Wedding Singer

Match the movie quotes on the left to the movies on the right. Answers at bottom ofpage.

Provided by Brother Movie Quotes

We are back hosting the Scholarship Reception again as a breakfast. Pat Schlehuber and his
team of cooks did a great job with the food when we experimented with our first breakfast

reception last year. He’s back again this year adding his secret ingredient to the coffee … coffee
beans. What more do you need to know? Please come to visit with our scholarship recipients

and their fami l ies whi le enjoying a hot breakfast.

Who: Scholarship Recipients and their fami l ies, and our members and fami l ies
Date: Saturday, August 1, 2015

Time: Serving between 8:00am and 10:00am
Where: Bloomington Masonic Temple

Attire: From nice casual to business casual

For our members and fami l ies, cost of admission is being wi l l ing to volunteer and to social ize
with our guests. No tickets sold. No col lection taken. This is your opportunity to have a great

breakfast and show Masonic fel lowship in action.

Roger Aukerman
Scholarship Chairman

Keytothemovies:1-c,2-f,3-e,4-a,5-d,6-b

Mackenzie Baker is one of our new
Healthcare scholarship recipients. Each
new recipient is notified by phone. A
few days after talking with Mackenzie,
she contacted me to ask if I would
attend Awards night at El Paso-Gridley
high school. I was at the podium for
about one minute of the two hour
program. While short, it was a special
minute. Seeing the exuberance in her
face I could tell we hit a home run in
this scholarship selection.

After the program I was able to

spend some time with Mackenzie and
her family, including her grandfather,
Bradford Shepley (Past Master of El
Paso Lodge #246). This fall she wil l
start on her Nursing Degree at Murray
State in Kentucky. In addition to having
a relative close by, Murray State does
rotations at St. Jude’s Children’s
Hospital. We wish Mackenzie success
in her academics and career!

Roger Aukerman
Scholarship Chairman
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Valley of Bloomington

Ancient Accepted

Scottish Rite of

Freemasonry

Scottish Rite Office

(309) 828-6077

Commander-in-Chief

Andrew Bender, 33°

Thrice Potent Master

Dorian James

Sovereign Prince

Gerald R. Gooding

Most Wise Master

Eddie C. Lane

Executive Secretary

Robert Erwin

Treasurer

Barry Weer, 33°

Board of Trustees
Larry Raglan1st Lt. Commander

Dan Yandel, Jr2nd Lt. Commander

Jesse SlaterDeputy Master

Mark A. KeagleHigh Priest

Sr. Warden

Barry Carney, MSATrustee

Danny Leifell, 33°Trustee

Committees
Audit Winford McElroy, 33°

Membership Al Abbott

Finance Barry Weer, 33°

Communications Patrick Schlehuber

AsstDirectorofWork Billy Burden, 33°

Legal Andrew Bender, 33°
Danny Leifel, 33°

Permanent Fund Andrew Bender, 33°

Planning Dan Yandel, Jr

Properties C. Walden Crouch, 33°

SRRA Barry Carney, MSA

CommunityConcerns Andrew Bender, 33°
Larry Raglan

Scholarships RogerAukerman,MSA,33°

Webmasters Patrick Schlehuber
Barry Carney, MSA

Newsletter Dorian James

Michael W. Tutter

Lodge Liaison Mike Tutter

Director ofWork Dennis Garrigus, MSA

Social Media Jesse Slater

I f you have any events coming up in your local lodge, such as
pancake breakfast, chi l i suppers, auctions, etc, we would love
to hear about them! We want to get more lodge events in the
Cathedral News, to al low other Brethren to know what's going
on in different parts of the Val ley. Send your event information
to deeeejerz@gmai l .com or val leybloomington@gmai l .com.

Editor’s Note: Sometimes
working out the translation
isn’t always easy. Duke
started out this
article either
saying “Our last
Commander-in-
Chief was the
best that I ’ve
ever known” or
“Before we get
started, would
you scratch this
itch behind my
ear?”
The elections

are done and we
have a new
l ineup of officers.
I wonder what
the next two years wi l l bring.
Should I l ie around l ike a worn-
out dog or should I make an
effort to raise my level of
activity up a notch? I don’t
know about you, but I ’m

curious about what this new
officer l ine has to offer.
Andy Bender is our new

Commander-in-
Chief. I hear he
l ikes to have
some fun. He
does smi le a lot.
He doesn’t smel l
too bad and for
a person I guess
he looks ok. He
makes those
around him feel
appreciated.
I f you are a

dog l ike me, the
next time you
see Andy, wag
your tai l to show

that we support him and his
fel low officers. Seeing his
smi le wi l l help me smile a bit
more.

Duke

I f you haven't yet, please provide your email address to the office,

at val leybloomington@gmail .com, to be sure you're receiving our

email communications. Don't miss out! Also, be sure to provide

your cell phone number to the Valley, if you haven't already done

so.

mailto: deeeejerz@gmail.com
mailto: valleybloomington@gmail.com
mailto:valleybloomington@gmail.com
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One of the worst feel ings I ’ve
ever had, being a l ittle
claustrophobic, is when I
would drop down inside my
M60 A-1 tank and shut the
hatches. There, with three of
my closest friends we would
operate the vehicle in a space
10 feet in diameter, with a
large main gun, machine
guns, radio, and electronic
gear. The only thing that made
it more endurable for me was
the thought that, “at least I
wasn’t in a submarine.”
Later, I would work in law

enforcement and spend time
with the “Correctional
Officers” (a very non
descriptive title) at the
maximum security faci l i ty at
Pontiac. I remember thinking
then, I wouldn’t have that job
on a bet.
Having made it clear that I

didn’t l ike submarines, or
correctional faci l i ties, imagine
my surprise in finding a “Guy
of the Rite” who had been
both a Submariner and a
Correctional Officer, a
Sergeant, no less. I am proud
that Brother Carl Smicker can
claim to have overcome both
the things that make my skin
crawl .
Carl entered the Navy in

1975, serving unti l 1982. He

lets it be known that he was
“in navigation.” As we
confirmed landlubbers would
say, he helped make the boat
go. And the “boats” he made
go were nuclear powered
submarines, The John Marshal l
and the Haddock. The Marshal l
is what the insiders cal l a
“boomer”, that is a large
submarine carrying a number
of nuclear tipped missi les.
During the Cold War, these
modern marvels would cruise
hundreds of feet below water
and wait for the order to rain
nuclear holocaust on an
enemy which had attacked the
United States.
The Haddock was an attack

submarine, also nuclear
powered, that was charged
with stalking potentia l enemy
submarines and other secret
doings. A book not long ago
detai led what the title cal led
Bl ind Man’s Bluff. The story
told there is one of high
danger and events never
reported and sti l l highly
classified. That’s what Carl did
in the Navy. Not for me, but
I ’m sure glad someone did it.
Then there was the other

thing, Pontiac Correctional .
Everyone should visit
(hopeful ly with a pass to get
out) one of the maximum

security faci l i ties. They are not
pleasant. I have images from
40 years ago of inmates
reaching through barred cel l
doors and I wi l l never forget
the constant din of noise in
there. Somebody has to do it,
and that somebody was Carl .
Carl is now retired and he

brings his considerable energy
to Pontiac Lodge and the
Scottish Rite. He is a great
spokesman for the Rite and
never a “shrinking violet.” You
don’t have to worry about not
understanding where Carl
stands, and his stance is
always sol id. I f anyone has the
chance to visit Pontiac Lodge
when Carl has cooked a meal
(worth the trip, just for his
food), stop by, have some
Masonic fel lowship and get
ready for the tales only a
submariner turned prison
guard can tel l . On both counts,
you wi l l reap your just reward.
Recently I saw Carl at a

Masonic event. He told me the
thing he l ikes best about
Masonry in general and the
Val ley of Bloomington in
particular is that he always
feels he is among friends.
Wel l , nothing better can be
said about our great fraternity.

Dan Leifel

Making Good Men Better

The best way to predict the future is to create it. - Unknown

Anyone can do something when they WANT to do it. Really successful people do things when they

don’t want to do it. - Dr. Phil

There are two primary choices in l ife: to accept conditions as they exist, or accept the responsibi l ity

for changing them. - Dr. Denis Waitley
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In another successful
“Discover the Val ley of
Bloomington” event,
approximately 25 Masons and
their ladies visited the Bayern
Stube restaurant in Gibson
City for dinner on Apri l 30th.
Those who attended enjoyed
fantastic German fare and
enjoyable fel lowship. The

unique ambiance and décor of
the restaurant was
appreciated by al l .
Unfortunately, it a lso served
as the perfect hiding place for
a stuffed pheasant to l ie in
waiting. In a minor incident,
Dwayne Beal was attacked by
this vicious beast from its
perch on the wal l .

Fortunately, Dwayne survived
the attack with no lasting
injuries and the staff of the
restaurant restored the
taxidermy to the wal l to await
its next unsuspecting victim.
Be sure to join us next year
when we visit the Bayern
Stube so you don’t miss out on
the fun!

On Apri l 16th, Normal Lodge
hosted an IL CHIP event at
Parkside Elementary School , in
Normal , contributing to the
safety of our area chi ldren. Be
sure you come out to the next
IL CHIP event to help out. I t's a
great program to help the
kids.
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Constant Contact
I f you would l ike to receive
Constant Contact emai ls, i t’s
as simple as cal l ing the office
or sending an emai l to:
val leybloomington@gmai l .com
. In your emai l , say “Constant
Contact: Add Me, Add Me”.

Roger Aukerman

Scholarship Breakast, 8-1 0am
Camping Club Campout (no potluck)
Family picnic

No Stated Meeting in August (dark)

Upcoming Events

Jul Camping Club Campout (7/4 ice cream
social @ 2pm, 7/5 potluck with meat
supplied by Camping Club @ 5pm)
Rainbow Leadership Camp (pool closed)
Camping Club Campout (8/1 breakfast
potluck @ 8am)

No Stated Meeting in July (dark)

3-6

1 7-25
31 -2

1
21 -23
29

Aug

Scottish Rite Vision
“We wil l strive to be a
fraternity that fulfi l ls our

Masonic obligation to care
for our members.”

Donald T Anderson, Bloomington, IL
Seymour R Goldberg, Bloomington, IL
Richard L Melton, Pontiac, IL
Dallas L Lane, Mesa, AZ
Duane E Gates, Kankakee, IL
Donald J Brown Jr, Mazon, IL
Ronald L Wells, Coarsegold, CA
Warren F Craig, Normal, IL

Eternal Reward
“With sympathy and sorrow, we share in

the loss of these, our Brothers.”

02/27/201 5
03/1 3/201 5
03/24/201 5
03/06,201 5
06/22/201 4
01 /20/201 5
04/1 5/201 5
05/25/201 5

Issue Submission Deadline

08/2015 07/28/2015

1 0/201 5 09/29/201 5

1 2/201 5 11 /24/201 5

02/201 6 01 /31 /201 6

Saturday School

Don't forget, we have excel lent Masonic instruction at
Normal Lodge every Saturday from 7am-9am, at the
Robert E. Lee Clark School of Instruction. Come over
to learn how to properly perform ritual for your new
officer role, or just to get a refresher in basic lodge
ritual . We would love to see you.

Rite Calling, 6pm at Bloomington Temple
ICOD, Springfield

23
27

Jun

Trustees Mtg - 6pm, Stated Mtg - 7pm
(Lodge Presiding)
Camping Club Campout (9/5 pool party @
1 pm and potluck @ 5pm, also 9/6 potluck @
5pm)

1

4-7

Sep

Degree Assistance
I f any lodges need assistance in performing a degree,
you may contact the Val ley for assistance.

Most of you know the history between the Valley of Bloomington and the American Passion Play.

What you may not know is that many times during the last century, the American Passion Play has

come to the aid of the Valley when it was in need. Now, it is the Passion Play that is in great need.

After 92 consecutive seasons, Delmar D Darrah’s production faces its greatest challenge. Without

your support, the Play wil l have its final curtain after the 201 6 season. Please help save The

American Passion Play. Send your tax-deductible contribution today to The American Passion Play,

Inc. , P.O. Box 3354, Bloomington, IL 61 702 or donate online at www.gofundme.com/passionplay.

mailto: valleybloomington@gmail.com?subject=Constant+Contact&body=Constant+Contact:+Add+Me,+Add+Me.
www.gofundme.com/passionplay
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