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Saturday, 8/29/2015
Lunch at Noon

Scottish Rite Recreation Area
Bring the fami ly for an afternoon of food, fun, and

fel lowship. At noon, we' l l have award-winning BBQ
provided by Brandin' Iron BBQ, a local competition

BBQ team and catering company. Prospective
members are invited, too.

Cost wi l l be $10 for adults and $5 for chi ldren. The
remainder of the cost wi l l be subsidized by the Val ley
of Bloomington. After lunch, relax beside the pool or

take a dip.

RSVP by 8/2 2 to Dorian James at
deeeejerz@gmai l . com

or leave a message at (309) 310-6186.

Saturday, 9/5/2015
Pool Party at 1pm, Potluck at 5pm

Scottish Rite Recreation Area
On Saturday, Sept 5th, we wi l l have a pool party at 1: 00 pm and a potluck at

5: 00 pm.

The day wi l l have a Luau theme and we wi l l have Pul led Pork at the potluck.
Please come and join us for the hol iday celebration. Just bring your swimming
suits and a dish to share for the potluck. We wi l l a lso have plenty of room for

tent camping for anyone wanting to camp that weekend.

Contact Barry Carney with any questions SRRA@BarryCar. com.

mailto: deeeejerz@gmail.com?subject=BBQ
mailto: SRRA@BarryCar.com
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I t wi l l not be long, and our Fal l
Reunion wi l l be upon us. This
being my first reunion as
Commander-in-Chief, there are
plenty of things to think about
when it comes to having a
successful reunion. Wi l l we be
able to fi l l a l l of the parts for
the degrees? Wil l I remember
my l ines? What technical
chal lenges wi l l our stage crew
have to overcome? Wil l we
have any candidates?

That last one… that could
keep you up at night.
Decl ining membership is
universal ly presented as the
biggest, most troubl ing issue
for our fraternity. I have read
the articles, been to the
workshops, and attended the
meetings where this issue has
been kicked around. As a
fairly new guy, let me try to
present a sl ightly different
view of our situation.

I was never around for the
“good old days. ” Classes of
over one hundred candidates?
I don’t remember seeing a
class with ten or more
candidates. Now for the
surprising statement – That is
just fine!

Why are we getting caught
up in the pure numbers? I
love to quantify matters as
much as the next guy, but it
seems that numbers are al l we
think of as of late. We make
scary looking graphs that
show membership decl ine and
how the trend wi l l u ltimately
lead to our demise. How
inspiring! Let’s set aside that
perhaps we are unfairly
comparing current numbers to
anomalous highs and reject
the anxiety some feel when it
becomes clear that we wi l l not

hit the magic number needed
to secure a “white hat” for the
Val ley.

Let’s instead take the novel
approach of developing new
members that wi l l enjoy and
improve our fraternity. The
numbers wi l l come if we are
doing everything else right.
So, how do we do that?

What Are We Sel l ing?
I have seen a lot of things

presented asking, “ is our
fraternity sti l l relevant?” or
“do we have the right
product?” It troubles me that,
as a group, we often become
apologetic about how “things
aren’t l ike they used to be” or
“maybe we focus too much on
certain activities or events
(that the current members just
happen to enjoy! ) . ” Let’s stop
this way of thinking and
simply answer those prior
questions with, “Yes. ” We are
sti l l relevant, and we do have
the right product.

Social networks are so hot
right now, and our fraternity is
the original social network.
Today, people, and young men
in particular, crave connection
to others. Right there is our

hook – we can offer
connections to the largest
fraternal network in the world.
And what do we offer them
beyond that hook? Degree
work? Historical lessons on
esoteric topics? Car emblems
to reduce vehicle resale value?
Sure. But what each of these
represents is a deeper
element of common
experiences that result in
friendships and mutual
support among brothers. We
are there for each other at
every turn.

My brothers have been
there for me when I needed a
ride to the eye doctor, when I
needed advice on being a new
parent, when I needed
sympathy at the loss of a
loved one, when I just needed
someone I knew I could trust
completely, and the l ist goes
on. They. Were. There. Every
time, no questions asked.

It is difficult to explain this
concept to so many young
men that have never real ly
experienced something this
grand. I t is also difficult,
because for so many of us, we
don’t real ly see this natural
progression of our
relationships within the
fraternity as a “benefit. ”

Maybe using that term
seems to cheapen it for some
of us. More l ikely, we just
don’t recognize it as a
“benefit,” because it happens
outside the confines of
“officia l” events on a one-on-
one basis. Whatever it is, let’s
start to recognize, better
define, and SELL our fraternal
bonds as one of the greatest
benefits of our fraternity.

Yes, we must SELL our

Membership: Let’s Change Our Perspective
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1 – “Usually, one must go to a bowling al ley to meet a

woman of your stature.”

2 – “Fat guy in a l ittle coat”

3 – “I ’m not even supposed to be here today!”

4 – “I l ike warm hugs”

5 – “If I ’m not back in five minutes, just wait longer”

6 – “Gentlemen, you can’t fight in here! This is the war

room!”

a – Clerks

b – Frozen

c – Tommy Boy

d – Arthur

e – Ace Ventura: Pet Detective

f – Dr. Strangelove

Match the movie quotes on the left to the movies on the right. Answers at bottom ofpage.

Provided by Brother Movie Quotes

Keytothemovies:1-d,2-c,3-a,4-b,5-e,6-f
fraternity with al l of the
unapologetic pride and gusto
that would cause a man to stick
an emblem on his car knowing,
“that sucker ain’t coming off
easy. ” Now go out there and tel l

your friends why they should
join us!

Andy Bender,
Commander-In-Chief

On July 4th, members of Normal Lodge met at the El Paso IGA to provide a pork
chop cookout fundraiser. Many thanks go to our brethren from El Paso Lodge for

leading us through the process in our hour (or four) of need.
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Valley of Bloomington
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Scottish Rite of

Freemasonry

Scottish Rite Office

(309) 828-6077

Commander-in-Chief

Andrew Bender, 33°

Thrice Potent Master

Dorian James

Sovereign Prince

Gerald R. Gooding

Most Wise Master

Eddie C. Lane

Executive Secretary

Robert Erwin

Treasurer

Barry Weer, 33°

Board of Trustees
Larry Raglan1st Lt. Commander

Dan Yandel, Jr2nd Lt. Commander

Jesse SlaterDeputy Master

Mark A. KeagleHigh Priest

Sr. Warden

Barry Carney, MSATrustee

Danny Leifell, 33°Trustee

Committees
Audit Winford McElroy, 33°

Membership Al Abbott

Finance Barry Weer, 33°

Communications Patrick Schlehuber

AsstDirectorofWork Billy Burden, 33°

Legal Andrew Bender, 33°
Danny Leifel, 33°

Permanent Fund Andrew Bender, 33°

Planning Dan Yandel, Jr

Properties C. Walden Crouch, 33°

SRRA Barry Carney, MSA

CommunityConcerns Andrew Bender, 33°
Larry Raglan

Scholarships RogerAukerman,MSA,33°

Webmasters Patrick Schlehuber
Barry Carney, MSA

Newsletter Dorian James

Michael W. Tutter

Lodge Liaison Mike Tutter

Director ofWork Dennis Garrigus, MSA

Social Media Jesse Slater

I f you have any events coming up in your local lodge, such as
pancake breakfast, chi l i suppers, auctions, etc, we would love
to hear about them! We want to get more lodge events in the
Cathedral News, to al low other Brethren to know what's going
on in different parts of the Val ley. Send your event information

to deeeejerz@gmai l . com or val leybloomington@gmai l . com.

I f you haven't yet, please provide your email address to the office,

at val leybloomington@gmail .com, to be sure you're receiving our

email communications. Don't miss out! Also, be sure to provide

your cell phone number to the Valley, if you haven't already done

so.

This event is open to the Valley of Bloomington members, Masons,

prospectives, and spouses. This wil l be a private cruise.

Friday, September 1 8, 201 5, at 6:00 p.m.

COME CRUISE WITH US - boarding begins at 5:00 p.m.

The Mohammed Shriners and the Scottish Rite Valley of Peoria

are jointly sponsoring a cruise aboard the Spirit of Peoria.

Tickets include four hours aboard the boat, entertainment, free

"heavy" hors d' oeuvres, and cash bar.

Tickets may be purchased for $30.00 per person by call ing

Mohammed Shriners, (309) 633-2808,

or the Scottish Rite, (309) 676-4472.

This is not a fund raiser; it is just for Masons, their friends, and

relatives to get together and have some fun.

GET YOUR TICKETS SOON, AS WE ONLY HAVE

A LIMITED NUMBER AVAILABLE!

Mohammed Shriners

4201 Industry Drive

Bartonvil le, I l 61 607

(309) 633-2808

On Sunday, Sep 6, we wil l be meeting in the parking lot behind the

Beer Nuts at 1 pm at the corner of Robinson and Grove, to do a

trai l cleanup. Come out and help us straighten up a portion of the

city! Trash bags wil l be provided. Contact Dorian James with

questions, at deeeejerz@gmail .com.

mailto: deeeejerz@gmail.com
mailto: valleybloomington@gmail.com
mailto:valleybloomington@gmail.com
mailto: deeeejerz@gmail.com
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I was fortunate to spend most
of my working career at the
IAA (sometimes “I l l inois Farm
Bureau”) and its affi l iated
companies (l ike “Country
Financial”) . After about 2 0
years of answering the same
questions over and over, my
boss suggested I might l ike to
take on the task of orienting
new lawyers joining our office.
I jumped at the chance. In the
end I learned more than they
did.

About a year before my
retirement, the Company hired
a very bright young man and
he would become my last
“orientation. ” I spent the last
year of my career getting to
know this talented young
lawyer who is remarkable in
many ways, but l i ttle did I
expect that a year after my
retirement he would take over
my duties to such an effect
that soon none of our cl ients
even remembered I had been
there.

I t is a pleasure to be around
bright young people and this
man would proudly talk about
his lovely and talented wife
and, later, of his 3 chi ldren. He
never talked about his own
accompl ishments, but through
various sources, I learned he
left high school before

graduating because he had
finished al l his required work
but the school officia ls
wouldn’t give him his diploma
because he was “too young”.
He went to a school (ISU) that
didn’t care if he had the
diploma but only cared about
whether he had the course
work. This resulted in a boon
to ISU, because in his Pol itical
Science major and Economics
minor he managed to be voted
the most outstanding student
in both departments. I t is a
rare feat to be the “best” in
one Department, let alone
two. After graduation, he went
to the University of I l l inois
Col lege of Law where,
predictably, he was
outstanding, graduating at the
top of his class. His superior
academics came through in
the excel lent way he practiced
his profession. In many ways,
he was the finest lawyer I ever
supervised (and, had I
continued working much
longer, he probably would be
supervising me).

One day he popped into my
office and asked if it was true
that I was a Mason. After being
assured the rumor was true,
he told me he was much
influenced by his
Grandfather’s Masonic career

and asked if I would get him a
petition. That was done on the
same day, and soon thereafter
I proudly attended his raising,
catechism learned in record
time (what else would one
expect?). Soon he volunteered
to assume a Lodge office even
as he and his wife started their
fami ly, becoming an excel lent
Worshipful Master. He joined
the Scottish Rite and I told him
he would be an excel lent
“Constans”. Apparently
someone else got to him first
because he already knew the
part and I had the pleasure of
being one of his tempters the
first time he did that
demanding role.

I can’t imagine another
organization where an older
man can take so much pride in
the achievements of one much
younger who is not a relative.
Proud as I am of the
accompl ishments l isted above,
I was as proud as a non-parent
could be when my young
lawyer friend, Andy Bender,
became Commander-in-Chief
of the Val ley of Bloomington.
We are al l fortunate to have
such a man lead us.

Dan Leifel

Making Good Men Better

Success is the abil ity to go from failure to fai lure without losing your enthusiasm. - Sir Winston

Churchil l

Success seems to be connected with action. Successful people keep moving. They make mistakes

but don’t quit. - Conrad Hilton

Attitudes are contagious. Make yours worth catching. - Unknown
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Over the weekend of July 4th,
Rainbow held its Grand
Assembly. The Rainbow Girls
in the State of I l l inois raised
$14,2 2 9. 41 for the 2 014-15
charity, the Shriners hospital .

Bloomington Normal
Assembly was represented
with the fol lowing
appointments. Jessica Ross
was appointed Grand Page to
Sarah McCooley, Grand
Worthy Advisor, and Madison

Chamberl in was appointed
Hostess. Makenzie Col l ier was
asked to do the response to
the welcome and Al lysa
Lowery was asked to sing in
the Grand Choir. This year at
Grand Assembly, Bloomington
Normal won most increased
membership with a 102 %
increase. Our representative
flags won first and second
place.

For the 2 015-16 Grand Year,

J i l l ian Ross was appointed
Grand Rep. to Oregon and Jane
Ross was appointed Grand
Chapl in. The 2 015-16 State
charity project wi l l be Linus
Blankets, helping traumatized
chi ldren with the warm
comfort of blankets.

Jane Ross
Grand Chaplain, Worthy

Advisor Bloomington Normal
Assembly #7

On June 2 0th, Duane Beal and
a group of volunteers made a
trip to the Manteno Veterans
Home. This was the 6th year
of having food catered to
Manteno Veterans Home on
Fathers Day Weekend. Many of

these veterans may not
otherwise get Fathers Day
visits. The American Legion
Post 755 brought Ital ian Beef,
mostacciol i , garl ic bread, and
sides. The group of volunteers
took the veterans to the chow

hal l , served them, and broke
bread with them. Thanks go
out to Duane Beal , the
American Legion Post 755, and
the other volunteers present.
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Saturday, Sept 12, 2015 @ 5:00 pm
Scottish Rite Recreation Area Dining Room

Al l Past Presiding Officers and their wives are invited to the Scottish Rite
Recreation Area for a steak fry with al l the trimmings.

$17. 00 per person
Please contact the Val ley Office at (309) 82 8-6077 for reservations, or mai l the

below form. Reservations must be made by Sept 5th, 2 015. We need a count for
the amount of steaks to fry.

Payment can be made with mai l in form below, or at the time of the dinner. Either
way, reservations must be made so that we have an accurate count.

Qty Total
Steak Dinner ____ $1 7 each _____

Grand Total: _____

Mail reservations to PO Box 3695, Bloomington, IL 61 702 or call 309-828-6077
as soon as possible, and no later than Saturday, September 5th, 201 5.

Member Name (please print) : ________________________________

Reservation Form

Around 9 AM, al l who can make it should meet on the south side of the CH Moore
Homestead “Mansion,” in preparation for the flag raising. Be sure to arrive early, so

you don't miss it. There are various food vendors, and plenty to do. This wi l l be a
great time to greet our brethren, wish them wel l , and enjoy some breakfast

together, after which we can enjoy the rest of the day as we wish. More info and
directions can be found here: www. chmoorehomestead. org/apple-pork. htm .

Gerald Gooding
309-2 42 -2 82 1

 www.chmoorehomestead.org/apple-pork.htm
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After our success last year
with changing our scholarship
reception format, we again
held a breakfast at the
Bloomington Masonic Temple
the morning of August 1,
2 015.

Those members, recipients,
and fami l ies who attended
enjoyed fel lowship and
excel lent food. Special thanks
goes to Pat Schlehuber for
again coordinating the
breakfast and making sure
there was enough for
everyone to eat.

With over seventy people in
attendance, our chefs had to
make a store run during the
event to buy more eggs.
Lucki ly, there was plenty of
sausage to tide people over
during the egg shortage.

A special thank you to the
Rainbow Girls for their efforts
in assisting with the event. I t
was also exciting to have the
Fel icity Chapter of Easter Star
join our celebration and honor
its scholarship recipients.

Scholarship Chairman Roger
Aukerman was on hand to

award our new Val ley of
Bloomington Scholarship
Medals to recipients in
attendance. The Val ley is
excited about this impressive
new award as we feel it
appropriately reflects the
achievements of our wonderful
scholarship recipients.

We congratulate al l of this
year’s recipients and wish
them the best in the coming
school year.

Andrew Bender
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Congratulations to Al House and Brian Gaddy, our Valley's newest MSAs
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The Third Annual Busy
Corner Pie Night took place on
August 2 nd. Organized and
hosted by Sovereign Prince
Gerald Gooding, the event was
a great success. With nearly
thirty people in attendance,
folks enjoyed good food and
good conversation. Roger
Aukerman, who first conceived
this event, was able to avoid
the disaster of the very first

pie night by successful ly
ordering and eating a piece of
pecan pie. As he brushed
crumbs out of his beard, Roger
was quoted as saying, “ It has
been a long road to get back
to a point where I am even
comfortable trying to order
pecan pie anymore. The fear
and anxiety can be
overwhelming sometimes, but
I do a l ittle better every day.

And today was a good day! ”
Some attendees even reported
seeing Roger order a second
piece of pie that day. As a
Val ley, we are al l so proud of
Roger’s perseverance. A
special thanks to everyone
that attended and to Gerald
Gooding for organizing such a
fun event.
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Constant Contact
I f you would l ike to receive
Constant Contact emai ls, i t’s
as simple as cal l ing the office
or sending an emai l to:
val leybloomington@gmai l . com
. In your emai l , say “Constant
Contact: Add Me, Add Me”.

Roger Aukerman

Camping Club Campout (no potluck)
Rite Calling, 6:30 pm at Bloomington
Temple

Family BBQ - noon
Workers Club, Bloomington Temple, 7pm

Upcoming Events
21 -23
25

29
31

Aug

Scottish Rite Vision
“We wil l strive to be a
fraternity that fulfi l ls our
Masonic obligation to care

for our members.”

Merwyn Laatz, Marseil les, IL - 1 2/01 /201 4
James S Norman, Wilmington, IL - 01 /22/201 5
Cecil L Dil lman, Fisher, IN - 03/07/201 5
John W Holfory, Heyworth, IL - 05/31 /201 5
Martin O'Connor, Normal, IL - 06/01 /201 5
Ansel J Stubblefield, McLean, IL - 06/02/201 5
Charles R Simmons, Monticel lo, IL - 06/06/201 5
Van Oscar Rash, Bloomington, IL - 07/1 5/201 5

Eternal Reward
“With sympathy and sorrow, we share in

the loss of these, our Brothers.”

Issue Submission Deadline

08/2 015 07/2 8/2 015

1 0/201 5 09/29/201 5

1 2/201 5 11 /24/201 5

02/201 6 01 /31 /201 6

Saturday School

Don't forget, we have excel lent Masonic instruction at
Normal Lodge every Saturday from 7am-9am, at the
Robert E. Lee Clark School of Instruction. Come over
to learn how to properly perform ritual for your new
officer role, or just to get a refresher in basic lodge
ritual . We would love to see you.

Trustees Mtg - 6pm, Stated Mtg - 7pm
(Council Presiding)

6Oct

Trustees Mtg - 6pm, Stated Mtg - 7pm
(Lodge Presiding)
Camping Club Campout (9/5 pool party @
1 pm and potluck @ 5pm, also 9/6 potluck @
5pm)
Pool Party @ 1 pm, Potluck @ 5pm
Trail Cleanup, Beer Nuts parking lot, 1 pm
Past Presiding Officers' Dinner, 5pm
Spirit of Peoria River Cruise - 6pm
Blue Lodge Bonfire, Scottish Rite Rec Area,
6:30pm

Apple & Pork Festival, Clinton - 9am
Workers Club, Bloomington Temple, 7pm

1

4-7

5
6
1 2
1 8
25

26
29

Sep

Degree Assistance

I f any lodges need assistance in performing a degree,
you may contact the Val ley for assistance.

Come join us at our 3rd Annual Blue Lodge Bonfire, sponsored by the Lodge of Perfection. I t
wi l l be on Friday, Sep 2 5, at 6: 30 pm, at the Scottish Rite Recreation Area. Hotdogs, s'mores, hot
cider, and hot chocolate wi l l be provided, courtesy of Wade Barney #512 and Bloomington #43.

Guests are welcome, and al l are encouraged to bring potluck items with them.
Al l Master Masons, their friends and fami ly, are invited. Please contact Jesse James Slater

(jesse. j . slater@gmai l . com) or Jason Sank to RSVP, to ensure we bring enough food for everyone.

We look forward to seeing you at this great evening of fel lowship
among our lodges and friends.

mailto: valleybloomington@gmail.com?subject=Constant+Contact&body=Constant+Contact:+Add+Me,+Add+Me.
mailto: jesse.j.slater@gmail.com
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Normal Lodge performed a Third Degree at the Scottish Rite Recreation Area
for J immy Bridgers from El Paso Lodge. We had a great time as always, at their

traditional Ju ly 4th Third Degree in the woods.

www.valleyofbloomington.org



