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Friday, Nov 6
Dinner 5:30 PM

4th Master Traveler 7:00 PM
5th Perfect Master 7:40 PM

Saturday, Nov 7
14th Grand Elect Mason 9:00 AM
16th Knight of the East and West 10:15 AM
19th Brothers of the Trai l 11:15 AM

Lunch 11:50 AM
22nd Prince of Libanus (non-signing) 1:00 PM
24th Brother of the Forest 2:00 PM
32nd Subl ime Prince of the Royal Secret 3:00 PM

Social Hour 4:20 PM

Dinner/Banquet 6:00 PM

Ladies, would you l ike a Dutch
Treat lunch in downtown
Bloomington on Saturday,
November 7th @ 12:30pm? Just

RSVP by Tuesday, Oct 27th to
the Val ley office. Location and
detai ls to fol low.

Although the Ritual part of our
Reunions is a significant part, if
not the purpose of it, the food
and social side is most
enjoyable to me. Come join us
Friday night for our traditional
Fried Chicken (or vegetable
lasagna for people wanting a
choice), mashed potatoes, and
Masonic green beans, along
with rol ls, salads, drinks, and a
l ittle sl ice of del icious
cheesecake. Dinner wil l be
served at 5:30pm, prior to the
Fourth Degree.
Saturday morning we’l l open

at 7:30am with free coffee and
pastries in the Dining Room.
Between degrees, Bernie

Maharg wil l have a break room
set up in the southeast corner
of the second floor, just east of
the Main Auditorium entrance
where the passport table is set
up.
Saturday’s buffet style

Lunch begins at 11:50am.
You’l l have a choice of shaved
ham or turkey with al l the
condiments and toppings, a
choice of chi l i or oyster stew,
and drinks.
Social hour wil l begin at

4:30pm with a cash bar (last
cal l 7:30pm), complimentary
BBQ meatbal ls, stuffed
mushrooms, and an imported
cheese and fruit display.

Ful l Service Dinner wil l fol low
at 6:00pm. Dinner wil l include
mixed green garden salad,
choice of Gri l led Chicken,
Roasted Garl ic sauce &
mushroom sauce, Vegetarian
Tuscan pasta, or Top Sirloin
with Cabernet Au Jus, garl ic
mashed potatoes, dinner rol ls,
tea coffee, and assorted cakes.
Friday Dinner is $10 each,

Saturday Lunch is $10 each,
and Saturday Dinner is $20
each.
Please make every effort to

join us.

Bob Erwin
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With Fal l Reunion fast
approaching, we recently
undertook an effort to send
letters to al l newly raised
Master Masons in our area to
invite them to join the Scottish
Rite. Using a l ist of those men
raised in I l l inois since the
beginning of the year, we
were able to identify less than
twenty men that were
reasonably close to
Bloomington. By “reasonably”
close, I mean we were
stretching it. Despite the
smal l number of letters we
sent out, I am glad we
undertook this effort. First, i t
puts the results we are seeing
in context. Our smal l classes
actual ly represent a decent
percentage of newly raised
Master Masons in the area.
Second, it reinforces that our
focus as Scottish Rite Masons
and the Val ley of Bloomington
must be on supporting our
local Blue Lodges. I f we don’t
find new men to join Blue
Lodge, we won’t have new
Master Masons to ask to join
the Scottish Rite. An obvious
statement, I know. But let’s
let it real ly sink in and commit
ourselves to helping these
lodges in any way we can.
So, as a first step, we need

you to make sure your lodge
officers understand that the
Val ley of Bloomington is here
to help in their efforts. Our
newsletter, website, Facebook
group, and constant contact
l ist are al l great ways to reach
Masons in our area. These are
general ly avai lable to al l
lodges to promote events or
reach out for assistance.
Need help with degree work?
Try our Facebook group. We
have almost 150 members in
our group who might be able
to help. Need to join the
group? Get in touch with the
office, and we wi l l make that
happen. In fact, contacting
our office is a great way to
start with any undertaking

when your lodge needs help.
Scottish Rite is here for your

lodge, and there is no catch.
Sure, we would love for you to
have a supply of Scottish Rite
petitions avai lable, and maybe
we can move towards having a
Scottish Rite ambassador in
your lodge, but those are
certainly not conditions to us
helping in any way we can. I
would much rather see a
thriving lodge in our area with
few Scottish Rite Masons than
a struggl ing lodge of five guys
that are al l members of the
Val ley. There is plenty of room
to grow and demonstrate our
value to those guys under the
first scenario. And let us not
forget those long-standing
Master Masons out there in
these lodges that have not yet
decided to petition the Val ley.
Supporting their lodges is the
very first step in
demonstrating the value of
Scottish Rite to them.
To boi l i t down to simplest

terms, if you l ike Scottish Rite,
remember to love your Blue
Lodge.

Andy Bender,
Commander-In-Chief

When Jesse Slater and I started
the Bonfire three years ago, we
did not imagine that it would
continue to grow like it has.
Each year new Brothers attend
the event with their famil ies.
Brothers and their wives
catching up with friends that
they have not seen in a while,
as the sounds of children
playing fil l the air. Families sit
around the fire roasting hot dogs

with a cup of hot cider in hand.
At one point Andy Bender rall ied
the children with the battle cry
for “S'MORES”. * As dark settled
in, those with little ones headed
for home while the brave stayed
for Ghost Stories by the fire. I
cannot think of any Masonic
event that is as laid back and as
much fun as the yearly Bonfire.
It is a great opportunity to kick
back and relax by a fire and

enjoy an evening with good
friends. If you have not had a
chance to attend, you are
missing out my Brother.

* Penny Bender thankful ly
made sure none of the
chi ldren (including her
husband) had too much sugar.

Jason Sank
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1 – “Pick me out a winner, Bobby”

2 – “Just a bit outside”

3 – “I must break you”

4 – “Sweep the leg”

5 – “Help me help you”

6 – “We goin’ Sizzler”

a – Jerry Maguire

b – White Men Can’t Jump

c – Major League

d – Rocky IV

e – The Natural

f – The Karate Kid

Match the movie quotes on the left to the movies on the right. Answers at bottom ofpage.

Provided by Brother Movie Quotes

Keytothemovies:1-e,2-c,3-d,4-f,5-a,6-b

On September 12, 2015, the Val ley held
a dinner honoring our past officers at
the Scottish Rite Recreation
Area. Once again, our
Sovereign Prince, Gerald
Gooding, put together a
great event. We had
approximately twenty
people in attendance
between our past officers
and their ladies. As
always, the meal
prepared by our Campers’
Club was del icious.
Past Sovereign Prince

and Past Commander-in-
Chief Roger Aukerman
was one of those in
attendance. Early in the night,
he commented on how much he was

enjoying the event. However, his spirits
seemed to l ift even further when it

came time for dessert – pie
and ice cream. This was
Roger’s time to shine!
We can confirm that
Roger did in fact enjoy
not one, but two pieces
of pie. There are some
who say Roger had three
pieces of pie that day,
but that may just be the
stuff of legends. “Today
was another good day”
Roger said as he smi led.
Yes. Yes it was Roger.
A special thanks to

everyone that attended,
and to al l of those folks who

made it possible.

Qty Total
Friday Dinner $1 0 each
Saturday Lunch $1 0 each
Saturday Dinner Sirloin $20 each

Gril led Chicken $20 each
Tuscan Pasta $20 each

Grand Total: _____

Mail reservations to PO Box 3695, Bloomington, IL 61 702 or call 309-828-6077
as soon as possible, and no later than Friday, October 30th.

Member Name (Please Print) ________________________________

Fall 201 5 Reunion Reservations
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Valley of Bloomington

Ancient Accepted

Scottish Rite of

Freemasonry

Scottish Rite Office

(309) 828-6077

Commander-in-Chief

Andrew Bender, 33°

Thrice Potent Master

Dorian James

Sovereign Prince

Gerald R. Gooding

Most Wise Master

Eddie C. Lane

Executive Secretary

Robert Erwin

Treasurer

Barry Weer, 33°

Board of Trustees
Larry Raglan1st Lt. Commander

Daniel S. Yandel2nd Lt. Commander

Jesse SlaterDeputy Master

Mark A. KeagleHigh Priest

Sr. Warden

Barry Carney, MSATrustee

Danny Leifell, 33°Trustee

Committees
Audit Winford McElroy, 33°

Membership Al Abbott

Finance Barry Weer, 33°

Communications Patrick Schlehuber

AsstDirectorofWork Billy Burden, 33°

Legal Andrew Bender, 33°
Danny Leifel, 33°

Permanent Fund Andrew Bender, 33°

Planning Daniel S. Yandel

Properties C. Walden Crouch, 33°

SRRA Barry Carney, MSA

CommunityConcerns Andrew Bender, 33°
Larry Raglan

Scholarships RogerAukerman,MSA,33°

Webmasters Patrick Schlehuber
Barry Carney, MSA

Newsletter Dorian James

Michael W. Tutter

Lodge Liaison Mike Tutter

Director ofWork Dennis Garrigus, MSA

Social Media Jesse Slater

I f you have any events coming up in your local lodge, such as
pancake breakfast, chi l i suppers, auctions, etc, we would love
to hear about them! We want to get more lodge events in the
Cathedral News, to al low other Brethren to know what's going
on in different parts of the Val ley. Send your event information
to deeeejerz@gmai l .com or val leybloomington@gmai l .com.

I f you haven't yet, please provide your email address to the office,

at val leybloomington@gmail .com, to be sure you're receiving our

email communications. Don't miss out! Also, be sure to provide

your cell phone number to the Valley, if you haven't already done

so.

Unfortunately, only one person was able to show up for the
Lodge of Perfection Constitution Trai l cleanup on September

6th, but he was able to pick up trash for close to one mile of the
trai l . We' l l hope for a better turnout next time.

Wade Barney Masonic Lodge wi l l hold its 4th Annual Garage
Sale on Friday, 10/23/2015, 8:00am - 5:00pm, and Saturday,
10/24/2015, 8:00am - noon. It wi l l take place at the
Bloomington Masonic Temple, 302 E. Jefferson St, in
Bloomington. Al l donations are accepted, and pick up service is
avai lable by cal l ing (309) 706-5117. Proceeds from the sale wi l l
benefit the Shriners Hospital Transportation Unit.

Eddie and Scott Lane, Gary Welch, and Mike Hiter were among
those at the flag raising for the offical opening of the 47th
Annual Apple and Pork festival in Cl inton, representing the
Val ley of Bloomington and DeWitt Lodge #84.

The Dewitt County Angel Tree Breakfast wi l l be held on Sunday,
Nov 22, 2015, at the Cl inton United Methodist Church. We wi l l
be serving from 7:30 am - noon. Mike Hiter wi l l have tickets
avai lable for purchase. The proceeds wi l l help needy chi ldren in
DeWitt County.

mailto: deeeejerz@gmail.com
mailto: valleybloomington@gmail.com
mailto:valleybloomington@gmail.com
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One of my favorite Masons
was a Brother named James
Gordon, MSA. If it is at al l
possible, Wimpy (as he was
known to everyone) was
actual ly worse at ritual than I
am, and that is a low bar, at
best. Wimpy was a great
Worshipful Master and an
outstanding leader in the
Scottish Rite. I f a job had to be
done, Wimpy would do it.
Wimpy didn’t have a lot of

formal “ learnin,” he was a
chi ld of the Depression. He
was more than that: he was a
member of what Tom Brokaw
(the broadcaster) cal led “The
Greatest Generation.” The
best of that generation played
the hand they were dealt,
worked hard, cared for and
reared their fami l ies, and
general ly rebui lt an American
dream which seemed lost to
Depression and War. He was
an inspiration to everyone he
met.
I f you knew Wimpy wel l , he

would talk with great pride
about his daughter and son-in-
law and their chi ldren. When
their names were mentioned
his face would l ight up and his
eyes would sparkle, even as
age and hard work started to
tap what seemed l ike an
inexhaustible energy. Of

course, when his son-in-law
was selected for service in the
Grand Lodge of I l l inois, he
almost could not contain
himself.
This month, our good friend

Most Worshipful Brother Barry
Weer, Wimpy’s son-in-law, and
Wimpy’s daughter Chrystal
wi l l step down as top elected
leaders of Masons in I l l inois.
Wimpy was cal led to the
Grand Lodge on High some
years ago but I know what he
would be thinking on this
auspicious occasion. Even
Wimpy could not have held
back showing his pride at his
fami ly’s accompl ishments. In
fact, why should he?
It has been my pleasure to

know Most Worshipful Brother
Weer and his lady Crystal for
many years. His dedication to
Masonry has been obvious but
what many don’t know is that
he has done many things
outside his Masonic efforts.
For one thing, he was the
Director of the Passion Play
who sent me to the
Sanhedran, much to the rel ief
of Brother Ivan Scott who thus
got rid of me from the Roman
Guard (I couldn’t learn the
Guard’s l ines). He worked at
ISU whi le juggl ing the
demands of a growing fami ly

but sti l l had time to lead the
effort to save high school
basketbal l in McLean County,
even financing the tournament
from his own resources when
sponsorship changed. When I
decided to leave the District
87 School Board, I couldn’t
think of anyone better to serve
than Most Worshipful Brother
Weer. My former col leagues
agreed and he served two
terms in that demanding post.
He also helped found the
I l l inois Prairie Community
Foundation, which has grown
to over $12 mil l ion in assets.
He also virtual ly manages the
Scottish Rite Scholarship Fund.
Masonic leadership usual ly

involves both a Mason and,
that toughest of roles, Masonic
spouse. Wimpy’s daughter
Crystal has been a wonderful
“first lady” of I l l inois Masonry.
As a team, they have been
magnificent.
As Barry and Crystal leave

office, I know there is a
disturbance in the Firmament
of Heaven. Unable to keep his
pride in check, Wimpy Gordon
wi l l be popping his wings. And,
why not.

Dan Leifel

Making Good Men Better

Do not let what you cannot do interfere with what you can do. - John Wooden

There are only two rules for being successful. One, figure out exactly what you want to do, and two,

do it. - Mario Cuomo

Sooner or later, those who win are those who think they can. - Richard Bach
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Jerald H. Starks was coroneted
a Sovereign Grand Inspector
General , 33˚ , Ancient
Accepted Scottish Rite, in ful l
ceremonial form on
September 1, 2015, in
Indianapol is at the 203rd

Annual Meeting of the
Supreme Counci l , NMJ .
Witnessing the coronation

were several delegates from
the Val ley of Bloomington,
including I l lustrious Brothers:
Roger Aukerman, Andrew

Bender, Greg Clark, Michael
Fowler, Larry LaBounty, Ben
North, George Perkins, John D.
Trefzger, Robert Trefzger, Barry
Weer, and David Young.
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There is only one word that
wi l l help me describe the
entire experience, and that is
“surreal . ” The entire trip and
session made a deep and
lasting (and wonderful)
impression on my mind. The
Degree alone was magical ,
inspirational , and, at times,
very emotional for me. To
have the Degree held at the
Murat Shrine Theatre was, in
my opinion, the perfect
location.
I would l ike to say “THANK

YOU” to Dave and Sandy

Young, Lars and Sue LaBounty,
Mike and Tena Fowler, Greg
and Gerti Clark, Andy and
Penny Bender, Roger and Deb
Aukerman, Barry and Crystal
Weer, George and Pat Perkins,
Ben and Pat North and John
and Bob Trefzger! You al l took
me in and treated me with
care, kindness and love. You
made my entire trip
pleasurable and memorable,
and for that, I wi l l forever be
grateful !
Final ly, I would l ike to thank

my parents, Darryl and

Patricia Starks in helping me
receive this distinguished
honor. Both of them raised me
to do the very best I can, to be
respectful to others, and
above al l , to be humble. I
remember a saying that goes
something l ike this:
“Who you are is your

parent’s gift to you. Who you
become is your gift to your
parents.”
Thanks Mom and Dad! Love

you!

Jerald H. Starks, 33°
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Bring your favorite chi l i , or at least your appetite, to the Chi l i Cookoff at the next
Stated Meeting on Tuesday, November 3rd. This is always a good time for

fel lowship and chatting about which chi l i should win.
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The Summer Family BBQ at
the Scottish Rite Recreation
Area turned out very nicely.
Despite some rain in the
forecast, the weather was
great. I t was not too hot, not
too cold, and not too windy.

This year we tried something
new, having Brandin' Iron BBQ
cater the event. We had ribs,
brisket, pul led pork, hot dogs,
baked beans, potato salad,
and cole slaw, then finished
off our meal with blueberry

and peach cobbler. Many
thanks go to al l those who
helped out.
Be sure to join us for food,

fun, and fel lowship next year!

Dorian James
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VALLEY OF BLOOMINGTON
POLO SHIRT ORDER FORM

PLEASE NOTE: SHIRTS ARE LIMITED TO THE FIRST 40 ORDERS RECEIVED

Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________________________________________

Email : _________________________________________________________

Size: □ Small □ Medium □ Large □ X-Large ($33)

□ 2-XL ($36)

□ 3- XL ($39)

Color: □ Black w/White Stripe

□ Red w/White Stripe

□ Navy w/White Stripe

□ White w/ Navy Stripe

Logo: □ 32nd w/Valley of Bloomington

□ 33rd w/Valley of Bloomington

□ 32nd w/Square & Compasses (Add $1 0)

□ 33rd w/Square & Compasses (Add $1 0)

Amount enclosed: $______________

Make checks payable to: VALLEY OF BLOOMINGTON SCOTTISH RITE

Please return order forms and payment to the Valley office or mail to:

Valley of Bloomington Scottish Rite

P.O. Box 3695

Bloomington, IL 61 702

ORDERS AND PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BY NOVEMBER 1 0, 201 5

Please contact Dan Yandel with any questions: 309-275-4254 or dan.yandel@yahoo.com

mailto: dan.yandel@yahoo.com
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Constant Contact

I f you would l ike to receive
Constant Contact emai ls, i t’s
as simple as cal l ing the office
or sending an emai l to:
val leybloomington@gmai l .com
. In your emai l , say “Constant
Contact: Add Me, Add Me”.

Roger Aukerman

Trustees Mtg - 6pm, Stated Mtg - 7pm
(Chapter Presiding)

Scottish Rite Fall Reunion
Grand Lecturers School, Normal Lodge,
8:30am

Workers Club, Bloomington Temple, 7pm

Upcoming Events

3

6-7
7
30

Nov

Scottish Rite Vision
“We wil l strive to be a

fraternity that fulfi l ls our
Masonic obligation to care

for our members.”

K D Ruble, Humbolt, IL - 06/06/201 5
John L Wright, Bloomington, IL - 08/06/201 5
Robert D Hunter, Cedar Grove, WI - 08/1 6/201 5
John P Van Ness, Clinton, IL - 08/1 7/201 5
Paul AAdams, Atlanta, IL - 08/20/201 5
Harvey H Wells, Bloomington, IL - 08/21 /201 5
Wil l iam Belcher, Normal, IL - 09/11 /201 5
Joseph Walkey, Streator, IL - 09/1 3/201 5
Robert W Koehler, Normal, IL - 09/28/201 5

Eternal Reward
“With sympathy and sorrow, we share in

the loss of these, our Brothers.”

Issue Submission Deadline

1 2/201 5 11 /24/201 5

02/201 6 01 /26/201 6

04/201 6 03/29/201 6

Saturday School

Remember, we have excel lent Masonic instruction at
Normal Lodge every Saturday from 7am-9am, at the
Robert E. Lee Clark School of Instruction. Come over
to learn how to properly perform ritual for your new
officer role, or just to get a refresher in basic lodge

ritual . We would love to see you.

Rite Calling, 6:30 pm at Bloomington
Temple

2Oct

Trustees Mtg - 6pm, Stated Mtg - 7pm
(Consistory Presiding)

Workers Club, Bloomington Temple, 7pm

1

30

Dec

Degree Assistance

I f any lodges need assistance in performing a degree,
you may contact the Val ley for assistance.

We have the Salvation Army Bel l ringing reserved for these time slots in Eastland Mal l , by
JCPenney. We need volunteers for each of the time slots, preferably two for each slot, total of
eight volunteers. This is a nice, comfortable place to ring some bel ls.

Sat, 11/28, 2-4 pm and 4-6 pm
Fri , 12/18: 4-6 pm and 6-8 pm

Contact Tim Longfel low at 309-662-0769 or talongfel low@gmai l .com to reserve your spot.

mailto: valleybloomington@gmail.com?subject=Constant+Contact&body=Constant+Contact:+Add+Me,+Add+Me.
mailto: talongfellow@gmail.com
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The last weekend in September, I
traveled to Lexington,
Massachusetts for the 2015
Leadership Conference. The
conference was held at the
Supreme Council Headquarters.
During my visit, I was fortunate
to meet with Brethren from
numerous Valleys throughout the
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction. I
learned that the Valley of
Bloomington is not unique in its
membership problems. Many of
the Valleys struggle with gaining
new members. The common
theme in all our discussions was
to remain active in our Blue
Lodges. If we are to gain strength
in our numbers, we must support
the local lodges to perform the
Standard Work, while we
promote the Scottish Rite.

Though we struggle with
gaining new members, we are on

the right path with our current
membership. The “Rite
Connection” as the Valley of
Bloomington terms it, continues
to contact our present
membership to maintain open
lines of communication, ensure
correct member information, and
assure them that we are there
for our Brethren and truly care
for their well-being.

While we look to the future,
we must develop new methods
to reach potential candidates.
Whether it’s assisting with Blue
Lodge degree work or taking a
Scottish Rite Degree on the road,
membership develops from a
personal relationship with that
new candidate. Most, if not all, of
us joined because someone took
the time to listen to us and we
felt a connection with that
Brother.

Our main speaker was a
former Army helicopter pilot who
commanded troops in many
theatres, including Afghanistan.
One topic covered was perfecting
our “elevator speeches” as we
make initial contact with
potential candidates. He directed
us to begin by asking a question,
allowing the candidate to do the
talking as we listen. After gaining
their interest we continue by
“making our pitch” using specific
examples, and following up by
getting their contact information.
Regardless of how we do it,
membership is about gaining
trust and establishing a
relationship.

Larry Raglan

www.valleyofbloomington.org



