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Valentine’s Day is a special
day l inked with courtly love,
romance, and devotion.
February 14th, St.

Valentine’s Day, was first
associated with romantic love
by Chaucer during the High
Middle Ages. Some folk
traditions also l inked St,
Valentine as a Saint of Good
Health, Patron of Beekeepers
and Pi lgrims, and one of the
Saints of Spring. Others
thought it a day when mating
birds propose and marry,

whi le it was further observed
as the day for the first work in
the vineyards and fields.
In 18th century England, it

evolved into an occasion when
lovers expressed their feel ings
by presenting flowers, offering
confectionery or sending
greeting cards – customs
continuing in America to this
day.
However you express

Valentine’s, the Bloomington
Scottish Rite wi l l honor it with
our. . .

In a ground-level , private room we wil l enjoy appetizers, a
selected menu, and del ightful sweets celebrating Epiphany Farms
Restaurant’s “farm to fork” concept, showcasing food promoting
responsible stewardship of the land and the cul inary traditions of

the Midwest.
Please plan to join us for this evening of Scottish Rite

fel lowship, fine food, and our. . .
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Our Fal l Reunion, held on
November 6 and 7, was a
huge success. I want to
congratulate Stuart Palmer on
becoming the newest member
of the Val ley of Bloomington.
If you see Stuart, be sure to
extend your congratulations
and make him feel welcome to
the Val ley. After al l , fraternity
is what we are al l about.
I cannot say enough about

the efforts the members of the
Val ley put in to making the
Reunion an event to
remember. We faced many
unexpected chal lenges, and
overcame each with flying
colors. People were wi l l ing to
jump into roles on stage, back
stage, and off stage, without
hesitation.
I have to admit, and if you

saw me during Reunion you
already know, that I found the
role of Commander-in-Chief
especial ly stressful during the
Reunion. I worried about the
degrees. I worried about the
candidate. I worried about
those in attendance. I worried
about my l ines. I worried
about the banquet. I… wel l , I
worried. And after I got done
worrying, I real ized something
about our Reunions. None of
those things that I worried
about are what Reunions are
al l about.
Yes, they are important,

but, as I wrote earl ier,

fraternity is what we are al l
about. And, at its core,
fraternity is what our Reunions
are about. Certainly, that fact
is exempl ified in our degrees.
But it is just as true with the
guys sitting in the dining room
catching up with each other,
the informal meet-and-greets
just outside the auditorium,
the camaraderie of stage
crew, and, without a doubt,
the rel iving of our “wonderful”
acting experiences in the
dressing rooms before or after
the degrees.
We al l share a common

bond, and it real ly comes out
at Reunion time. We can
depend on each other. We
feel safe with each other. We
enjoy each other. We are
there for each other.
I f you haven’t been to one

of our Reunions in some time,
now is the time to mark
Saturday, Apri l 23, 2016 on
your calendar. Cal l the office
and let us know you are
coming (309.828.6077), and
we wi l l look for you and make
sure you feel welcome and
part of the experience. Want
to help with stage crew, door
staff, or be in a degree? Make
that cal l now, so we can work
you into our planning for
spring. You wi l l not regret it, I
promise you. Enjoy the
fraternal bonds and fel lowship
we have to offer!

A Season of Thanksgiving
and Joy

We are just completing a
Season of Thanksgiving and
Joy. I want to wish al l of you
the very best, and may the
blessing of the Grand Architect
of the Universe be with you
and your fami ly now, and
throughout the coming year.
Enjoy time with your fami ly
and friends. Remember that
your Masonic Brethren are
counted among that group. It
is an excel lent time to
recommit ourselves to those
core principles of brotherly
love, rel ief, and truth.

Andy Bender,
Commander-In-Chief
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I f you have any events coming up in your local lodge, such as
pancake breakfast, chi l i suppers, auctions, etc, we would love
to hear about them! We want to get more lodge events in the
Cathedral News, to al low other Brethren to know what's going
on in different parts of the Val ley. Send your event information
to deeeejerz@gmai l .com or val leybloomington@gmai l .com.

The Annual Chi l i Contest was
held at our November Stated
Meeting, where Kevin Clower
captured the title of Chi l i King.
Several of us took our tasting
duty very seriously, and
sampled al l of the chi l i
contenders several times.

The chi l i submissions were
so good that it inspired your
Cathedral News Editor to start
making chi l i for the first time.
Hopeful ly by 2016's chi l i
contest, I ' l l have perfected my
recipe enough to be a
contender.

mailto: deeeejerz@gmail.com
mailto: valleybloomington@gmail.com
mailto:valleybloomington@gmail.com
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We have just finished another
Scottish Rite Reunion, and fun
was had by al l . However, as I
reflect, I wonder “Why
reunions?” Never having been
much, general ly, for
“reunions” I had to answer
that question for myself.
Recently, I invited an old
friend to an Army reunion and
he answered by saying: “Many
thanks, but ‘reunions’ and
focusing on the good old past
are not real ly my thing.” Wel l ,
i f that is why we have
reunions, they are not my
thing, either.
Actual ly, “reunions” are

much more than sharing
stories about “the good old
past.” In fact, my old friend
and I had very few “good”
things to remember in our
experience together in the
Army. Yet, I have had great
experiences visiting with
simi larly situated friends.
What is good that we
remember at reunions is not
the events, but the people. I
l ike writing this l i ttle column
because I get to talk about
people who mean a lot to me,
not for what they do, or have
done, but for who they are.
At our recent Scottish Rite

reunion, a long time friend
whom I see too infrequently,
and I spent some time
chatting about what is now
going on in our l ives, yet
hardly anything about the
past. Another friend and I
chatted about some old time
happenings, al l funny - not a
serious word was spoken. Sti l l
others, some suffering from
the pain of aging, chatted
about anything other than our
health issues, a welcome
respite from what we face
every day. That was the same
that several groups of old
soldiers I belong to do; we
don’t revel in the past, we
revel in each other.
At the Scottish Rite reunion

in November, we saw stage
hands working under great
pressure, not very ski l led
actors (l ike me) struggl ing to
convey important messages,
al l overcoming things,
together. We then got together
with our spouses or significant
others to share a good meal
and good conversation. That is
a “reunion.” At each of these,
we get to meet new people
who instantly become friends,
not because they think l ike we
do on significant issues, but

because they share a mutual
respect for each other and a
simi lar set of experiences.
Even if they are new to each
of us, they are “reunited”
because of those experiences
and mutual respect.
So, if my old Army friend

only thinks a “reunion” is
dwel l ing in the past, he is
cutting himself off from one of
the great pleasures in l i fe,
dwel l ing in the present with
good people who, instantly at
first meeting, are caring
friends. As I reflect on our last
Scottish Rite reunion, I wonder
how many brothers fai led to
attend because they think
reunions are about the past.
We have over 1000 members
in the Val ley of Bloomington.
They are al l “Guys of the Rite,”
and wouldn’t it be great to see
al l of them at the Spring
Reunion? How good would it
be to spend 10 hours with old
friends, new friends and
spouses who care about each
other? It could happen, and
that is the real reason we cal l
our meetings “Reunions.”

Dan Leifel

The time is now to apply for
the 2016-17 academic
scholarships. Our Val ley
administrates around 50
scholarships each year. The
cutoff date for receiving
appl ications is Apri l 1, 2015.
The requirements for each
scholarship vary.
Our Val ley’s website

includes a combined
scholarship appl ication form. It
includes scholarships open to
the publ ic (Health Career

Fields, Sherwood and Evelyn
Kresin), and scholarships
requiring a Masonic Relative
(Grand Lodge of A.F. & A.M. of
I l l inois, Robert B. Perkins,
Louis L. Wi l l iams, and the
Abbott Scholarship).
Healthcare is the category
with the most scholarships
awarded.
In addition to the combined

appl ication, there is a separate
form for the A. Colvi l le Wi lson
scholarship. Pass the word on

about these scholarships to
friends, neighbors, and co-
workers. This is an
excellent opportunity to
start up a conversation
about our brotherhood.
El ig ibi l i ty requirements and

appl ications are both located
at
www.val leyofbloomington.org.

Roger Aukerman,
Scholarship Chairman

www.valleyofbloomington.org
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At the Fal l Reunion, the Val ley
of Bloomington traditional ly
recognizes members who
have distinguished themselves
through service to
Freemasonry, the Scottish
Rite, or humanity.
Three of the four recipients

of this year’s Bloomington
Medals were present and able
to receive their medals along
with the accolades of their
Brethren.
At the Saturday luncheon,

Commander-in-Chief Bender
was pleased to acknowledge
the hard work and dedication
two members have
demonstrated since recently
becoming Scottish Rite
Masons. Bros. Michael P.
Wal lace of Forrest, and
Michael I . Coppinger of
Fairbury, both members of
Tarbolton Lodge No. 351, have
paired to ensure a warm
welcome for our members and
guests during Reunions. In
addition, they are always
ready and wi l l ing to assist with
any task, errand, or request to
accommodate. These
Brothers are part of the team
who make Bloomington
Reunions such pleasant and
enjoyable events.
Our departed I l l Bro. O. E.

Haning, Jr. , 33° was one of
those individuals who always
made you feel good. He was
the epitome of being a friend
and Brother. Our Bloomington
Medal carrying Junior’s name
is given to a member who
displays those characteristics
of Brotherhood. At the
Reunion Banquet, I l l Bro. C.
Walden “Wal ly” Crouch, 33°
was acknowledged as this
year’s recipient, a wel l -earned
recognition of his being a
friend and Brother as a
member and contributor to
numerous Bodies of
Freemasonry.
Our fourth Bloomington

Medal is announced for
Service to Freemasonry. I t wi l l
be presented to Bro. Carl V.
Smicker, an ardent worker in
the vineyards of Freemasonry
and current Worshipful Master
of Pontiac Lodge No. 294, at a
later date. Bro. Carl is not
only a great Masonic worker
but has shared his enthusiasm
for Scottish Rite, sponsoring a
number of candidates.
At the Saturday evening

Banquet, the formal capping
of this year’s I l l inois Counci l of
Del iberation and Supreme
Counci l Honorees occurred.
Bro. Brian G, Gaddy, M.S.A.

was introduced by his Father-
in-Law, Bro. Barry G. Carney,
M.S.A. who presented Brian’s
Red Cap to his lady, Beth, for
placement on his head. Then
I l l Bro. Michael R. Fowler, 33°
was pleased to review the
Masonic career of Bro. Alvin E.
House, M.S.A. before handing
off to his lady Angela who
capped him as a holder of the
coveted Meritorious Service
Award.
The recognitions of the

evening concluded with I l l Bro.
Robert H. Wright. 33°
introducing I l l Bro. Jerald H.
Starks, 33° who had been
coroneted as a Sovereign
Grand Inspector General ,
Thirty-Third Degree at the
recent Supreme Counci l
session held in Indianapol is. I t
was great that Jerry’s wife,
Kristin, was able to join us for
the capping and to also be
recognized on her recent
graduation with a Doctorate in
Special Education from I l l inois
State University.
We congratulate these

worthy Brothers who received
the recognition and rewards
for their hard work and
accompl ishments which was
so richly deserved.

Provided by Brother Movie Quotes
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Issue Submission Deadline

Remember, we have excel lent Masonic instruction at
Normal Lodge every Saturday from 7am-9am, at the
Robert E. Lee Clark School of Instruction. Come over
to learn how to properly perform ritual for your new
officer role, or just to get a refresher in basic lodge

ritual . We would love to see you.

If any lodges need assistance in performing a degree,
you may contact the Val ley for assistance.

mailto: valleybloomington@gmail.com?subject=Constant+Contact&body=Constant+Contact:+Add+Me,+Add+Me.


One of my favorite days each
year is Thanksgiving. I mean
who doesn’t get “tai l -
wagging” excited about
receiving a new gravy flavored
rawhide bone? People I
haven’t seen for a year show
up to rub me on that spot
right behind my ears. And I
don’t have to nap alone, with
everyone sitting around after
the meal weaving and bobbing
their heads.
But what now? The

memory of gravy flavors is
long past. Only Mom and Dad
are around to give me a good
rub. Afternoon naps are back
to being only Dad and me,
with the sounds of Bonanza in

the background.
There’s a lot of lonel iness

out there. These winter
months don’t make it any

easier when it gets hard to get
out. I have an idea that wi l l
brighten your day. Before the
next Gi l l igan’s Island rerun
comes on, phone a friend. I f
you don’t know what to say,
talk about the probabi l i ty of
Gi l l igan messing up something
in today’s episode. Trust me,
not only wi l l the words flow
from you, but you wi l l a lso feel
great.
… Would someone please

help me dial Dad’s phone?
With my paws, it’s pretty hard
to do.

Duke

www.valleyofbloomington.org



