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Another developing tradition fol lowing our one-day Spring Reunions is our afterglow at the Ozark
House. A ful l room of members and their ladies enjoyed good food fol lowing an excel lent Spring

Reunion. We del ighted in a wide selection of Hor d’oeuvres whi le we rel ived our favorite
moments from the degree work and discussed our individual plans for the coming summer

months. I t was a fabulous way to round out our time together as brothers for the weekend, and
to look forward to our next opportunities to spend time together.

Our Second Annual Crew and Cast Reunion Pizza Party took place on Friday, Apri l 2 2 , the day
before our Spring Reunion. This event is to show our appreciation for al l those folks that make

reunion happen, and is open to al l members and candidates. The hot pizza and cold beer real ly
hit the spot, but it was the fel lowship among the over thirty people in attendance that truly made

the event special . A highl ight was two of our candidates were able to make it to the event this
year! I know we wil l see you next year at our Third Annual Crew and Cast Pizza Party.
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The Val ley of Bloomington had
a successful year thanks to
the efforts of its members and
officers. I firmly bel ieve that
the Val ley is doing the right
things and seeing positive
results. Admittedly, there are
things we can do better and
areas where we can increase
our already positive efforts.
On balance, however, we are
appropriately uti l izing our
avai lable resources and taking
advantage of many of the
opportunities that exist.

We kicked off this Scottish
Rite year with a renewed focus
on the Blue Lodges in our
area. In our first event of the
year, we co-sponsored a
Masonic Education Banquet
with Wade Barney Lodge #512
and several other affi l iated
bodies. We continued these
efforts in many ways,
including sending letters to
every newly-raised Master
Mason in the area, inviting
them to join the Scottish Rite,
and supporting Maroa Lodge
#454 by providing
programming for their
anniversary event in August.
A number of our members
also participated in the men’s
softbal l team sponsored by
Bloomington Lodge #43 last
summer. In addition, the
Val ley’s Recreation Area co-
sponsored a sunrise Third
Degree with Normal Lodge
#673 and a bonfire with Wade
Barney Lodge #512 in
September. We continue to
look for opportunities to
partner with our Blue Lodges
and provide support to them,
as they provide our
membership pool . Our
research indicates that this is
a smal l pool at present. We

hope to form and maintain a
degree team within the Val ley
to support degree work in the
area Blue Lodges. Increasing
membership and participation
in our Blue Lodges is
important, whether or not
these men ultimately join
Scottish Rite.

We also maintained a ful l
calendar of events for our
membership. These events
included our annual Pie Night
at the Busy Corner in July,
fami ly picnic and scholarship
recognition breakfast in
August, Past-Presiding Officer
steak fry and Constitution Trai l
clean-up in September, chi l i
cook-off in November, bel l
ringing for the Salvation Army
in December, and our
Valentine Dinner honoring our
ladies in February. In addition,
our recreation area and
associated campers’ club
remained busy from spring
through fal l with campouts,
potlucks, themed parties, and
many other fun events.

Our fal l reunion was a
successful event for our
existing members. We
presented the 4th, 5th, 14th,

16th, 19th, 2 2 nd, 2 4th and
32 nd degrees. We also had a
successful Ladies’ Luncheon
and program. Our post-
reunion banquet was
enjoyable and wel l attended.
We were grateful for our one
new member, and look
forward to increasing our
membership numbers in the
future. At the time of this
writing, our Spring reunion
looks promising with plans to
present the 4th, 6th, 9th, 10th,
2 0th, 2 2 nd (singing) and 32 nd
degrees. We wi l l kick off the
reunion on Friday with our
annual crew and cast pizza
party and close out the
reunion with an afterglow at
the Ozark House with heavy
hors d’oeuvres and plenty of
fel lowship. We wi l l bring in
four new members, showing
increasing results from our
membership efforts. We also
look to fol low up our reunion
by taking our singing 2 2 nd
degree to Quincy on May 7 for
their Sesquicentennial
Celebration along with a
number of other Val leys in the
state. I t wi l l certainly be a
fantastic event, and the Val ley
of Bloomington is honored and
grateful that we were invited
to be a smal l part of this
celebration.

We also focused on
communicating with our
members throughout this year.
We continue to work to
integrate and present
consistent messages in our
newsletters, constant contact
emai ls, web site, Facebook
group, and Rite Connection
cal l ing program. Our
redesigned web site wi l l be
launching soon, making it
easier for our membership to
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fol low our calendar of events,
consume news from our
Facebook group, and uti l ize
the site on a mobi le device.
Additional ly, i t wi l l be easier
for our volunteers to
administrate the site. Our
Rite Connection cal l ing
program is a continued bright
spot for our Val ley, enabl ing
us to reach and interact with a
greater number of our
members. We continue to
look for ways to improve and
expand this very special
program. As always, our
newsletter, the Cathedral
News, is the center of
communications with our
members. We continue to
provide a qual ity product as
we look for ways to share
content from the newsletter
through our other
communication outlets.

The Board has also
undertaken a successful
review and revision to the
Val ley’s Officer Manual . This
revised manual accurately

reflects our Val ley’s leadership
structure that was altered a
few years ago. In addition, it
provides our officers and
potentia l officers with clear
expectations of their role
within the Val ley. We plan to
conduct a review and training
meeting for our officers
regarding the contents of the
manual on an annual basis. In
addition, we look to catalogue
and formal ize the many
administrative actions and
duties within the Val ley in the
coming year in the creation of
a pol icy and procedure
manual . Such a manual wi l l
provide the Val ley with a
succession planning tool and
ensure that the business of
the Val ley wi l l continue
without being dependent on
the knowledge of particular
individuals - although we
certainly respect and value
these important individuals. I f
successful , we may look to
continue this approach by
creating project manuals and

degree master manuals.
In summary, the Val ley of

Bloomington is an active
organization doing many
things wel l . We have a Val ley
that members can be proud of,
and we provide value to those
members. The struggles for
the Val ley continue to be
increasing the pool of Blue
Lodge members who may
become Scottish Rite Masons
and encouraging our less
active members to become
more engaged in Val ley
activities. With our continued
efforts and focus, I bel ieve
those struggles can be
overcome in time.

It is an honor and a
pleasure that the Val ley has let
me serve as Commander-in-
Chief this past year. I thank
you and look forward to the
coming year.

Respectful ly Submitted,
Andrew Scott Bender, 33°

Commander-in-Chief, Val ley
of Bloomington
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The Scottish Rite Recreation Area is now open
for the season. Be sure to take advantage of
our beautiful Rec Area and pool . open to al l
Scottish Rite members and their fami l ies.

The Recreation Area is an ideal place for
fami ly picnics, camping, and swimming.
Please let Barry Carney know if you are going
to have a fami ly gathering at the Recreation
Area, as we do sometimes have large group
rentals on the weekends. The Recreation Area,
including the pool , wi l l not be avai lable for use
the week of June 19th, Ju ly 17th and July 2 4th
due to Masonic Home use and Rainbow
Leadership Camp.

Picnics and Swimming are free to Scottish
Rite Members and their fami ly. The pool wi l l
open Memorial Day weekend.

We wi l l have camping sites open for summer
rental . The fee for a site includes your first 2 5

nights of camping. The fee for a site is $2 75,
plus $5 per day if you run your air conditioner.
Camping for Campers Club members is $11 per
night per unit and $16 per unit for guests.
Please contact Barry Carney to reserve a
camping site. We have sites avai lable most
weekends except hol iday weekends.

Dues for the Camping Club are $7 per year.
We publ ish a newsletter with information about
our campout weekends and potluck dinners,
approximately 4 times during the camping
season. Al l Scottish Rite members are always
welcome to come our for our hol iday and other
dinners during the camping season.

Please contact Barry Carney for any
questions or reservations at the Recreation
Area, at SRRA@Barrycar. com.

email: SRRA@Barrycar.com
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I f you have any events coming up in your local lodge, such as
pancake breakfast, chi l i suppers, auctions, etc, we would love
to hear about them! We want to get more lodge events in the
Cathedral News, to al low other Brethren to know what's going
on in different parts of the Val ley. Send your event information

to deeeejerz@gmai l . com or val leybloomington@gmai l . com.

On Saturday, May 7th, at 10: 30am, please join us as the Val ley
Of Bloomington presents the 2 2 nd (singing) Degree to the

Val ley Of Quincy, for the 150th Anniversary celebration.
Members from several Val l ies wi l l be present, as wel l as the

Sovereign Grand Commander. There wi l l be a group carpool ing
over to Quincy that morning. Some wil l head back immediately
after the degree, and some wil l stay for the banquet. For more

detai ls, and for making reservations for meals, contact the
office at val leybloomington@gmai l . com.

mailto: deeeejerz@gmail.com
mailto: valleybloomington@gmail.com
mailto:valleybloomington@gmail.com
mailto: valleybloomington@gmail.com
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Fifty years ago I sat proudly in
a major’s American History
class, my Freshman year at
ISNU. The teacher, a
redoubtable distinguished
professor named Helen
Cavanaugh, asked, “Before
the Revolution, what was the
Kentucky area’s major
export?” Ful l of ourselves, we
offered answers (I bel ieve
mine was “corn”), none of
which were correct. She pul led
herself up to her ful l 5’2 ”
height and announced,
“Everyone knows it was
Hemp” (that was for rope, not
smoke). Then she said, “and
this is the generation we are
turning the world over too. ”
On balance, her fears were
justified (on the other hand, I
have never forgotten the
answer to that question).

I suppose each generation
expresses the same
trepidation, after al l , i t is the
next generation that wi l l tend
us in the nursing home. On a
smal ler scale, the same thing
happens in Masonry. So, as I
decl ine into seni l i ty, I a lso
wonder what wi l l become of
Masonry. I t wi l l , certainly, be
different from “my” Masonry.

And yet, there is hope for the
future.

I am amazed at the “young”
men rising to take over. Of
course, in my frame of
reference “young” means less
than 50. More impressive is
the corps of even younger
men rising rapidly. One of
those rapid risers is the
subject of this issue's “Guys of
the Rite”, my friend Jesse
Slater. Jesse has been Master
of our Lodge and is active in
the Rite, but he is also a loving
husband and is working his
way through col lege. Not bad
for a young man born in
Canton, I l l inois.

Jesse was born in 1990 and
his mother passed away when
he was 17. His father, as Jesse
says, “taught me generosity
(to a fault) and that it is
important to enjoy l ife,
because we aren’t promised
tomorrow. ” He came to
Bloomington to attend ISU
(the “N” long gone from my
day) and was lucky enough to
meet Mariah. They were
married in the Gold Room of
the Bloomington Masonic
Temple and continue to l ive in
Bloomington. Jesse plans to

graduate this May with a
degree in Anthropology.

Jesse can be found at most
Masonic meetings and even,
along with fel low “young gun”
Jason Sank, is active in
promoting understanding of
Masonic teachings. I have
never discussed Anthropology
with Jesse but I have made the
mistake of mentioning
something on Masonic
Phi losophy. After discovering I
real ly don’t understand much
of what he is talking about, I
learned to beware that topic
when around Jesse.

I wish I could tel l our
younger Masons what wi l l
become of our Fraternity. I do
not know. Sti l l , with young,
devoted men l ike Jesse Slater
stepping forward, we can be
certain Masonry wi l l be around
and maybe better than it has
been under the stewardship of
the “Old Timers. ” Godspeed to
Jesse and the coterie of young
leaders. The Fraternity is in
your hands (with due
deference to certain leaders
we must al l heed).

Dan Leifel
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Provided by Brother Movie Quotes

Several of our officers were able to participate in the ICOD Membership /
Leadership Seminar on 3/19/2 016.

mailto: jesse.j.slater@gmail.com
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Issue Submission Deadline

06/2 016 06/02 /2 016
08/2 016 07/2 7/2 016
10/2 016 09/2 8/2 016

Remember, we have excel lent Masonic instruction at
Normal Lodge every Saturday from 7am-9am, at the
Robert E. Lee Clark School of Instruction. Come over
to learn how to properly perform ritual for your new
officer role, or just to get a refresher in basic lodge

ritual . We would love to see you.

If any lodges need assistance in performing a
degree, you may contact the Val ley for

assistance.

On Monday, May 16, Normal Lodge wi l l
host a Grand Lodge Town Hal l meeting.

Coffee and l ight refreshments wi l l be
avai lable at 6: 30 PM. The Town Hal l wi l l

be 7: 00 PM - 9: 00 PM. Our Deputy Grand
Master, RW Brother Greg Clark, wi l l be
representing our Grand Master, who is

unable to attend.

Al l Lodge Officers should attend, as wel l
as any members who would l ike to meet
and talk with our Grand Lodge Officers.

Let’s have a great turn out.

mailto: valleybloomington@gmail.com?subject=Constant+Contact&body=Constant+Contact:+Add+Me,+Add+Me.
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