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Friday, Nov 4
Dinner 5:30 PM

4th Master Traveler 7:00 PM
8th Intendant of the Bui ld ing 7:40 PM

Saturday, Nov 5
11th Subl ime Master Elected 8:30 AM
17th Knight of the East and West 10:15 AM
23rd Knight of Valor 11:15 AM

Lunch 12:00 PM
26th Friend and Brother Eternal 1:00 PM
29th Knight of St. Andrew 1:45 PM
32nd Subl ime Prince of the Royal Secret 2:45 PM

Social Hour 4:20 PM
Dinner/Banquet 6:00 PM

Ladies' Luncheon at the Tea Room at the Depot
301 N. Main St, Mackinaw, IL 61755

Saturday, November 5, 2016, 12:30PM

We wil l meet at the BCPA at 11AM to carpool , and we wi l l leave at 11:30AM for the Tea Room.
Please RSVP by October 26 to Penny Bender at 309-530-4487 or pennybender@gmai l .com

http://www.valleyofbloomington.org
mailto: pennybender@gmail.com?subject=Ladies%20Luncheon
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“You’re missing it. ” You’ve
probably read that phrase
written by me before. I often
use it when posting photos of
current Val ley events on our
Facebook group. It is not
meant with any mal ice, and I
certainly real ize that every
member cannot be at every
Val ley event. In fact, many
times I have heard the
response, “ I real ly wish I could
be there.” But, let’s seriously
consider for a moment
whether you wi l l get more out
of your membership if you
attend events when you are
able.
“You get out what you put

in.” This phrase is one I have
heard from many active
Master Masons. They are
right. The officers of our
Val ley, as wel l as officers of
our local lodges and other
bodies, are often asking
whether we offer value to
members. The clear answer is
that we do. I ’m not saying we
shouldn’t be constantly finding
new and better ways to offer
GREATER value to our
members. However, we
clearly offer value. The key is
you have to put something in
to obtain that value. Again,
not every event is for every
member. But I would imagine
you could find SOMETHING
that you find valuable in our
calendar to participant in if
you are wi l l ing to give us a

l ittle of your time in return for
some fun, fel lowship, and/or
personal growth.
“Help us help you.” Our

Val ley gives our members a lot
to do. Through late summer
and fal l you can participant in
the reunion, enjoy a co-
sponsored bonfire, attend our
famous fami ly picnic,
volunteer at the Midwest Food
Bank, make cal ls during our
Rite Connection events,
compete in the Chi l i Cookoff,
or try out fantasy footbal l , to
name just a few events.
Beyond the fun and
experiences of the events
themselves, your presence wi l l
provide growth in the
relationships among our
members, strengthening our
fraternal bonds. Maybe I am
wrong, and absolutely none of
the events on our calendar
even remotely appeal to you.

In that unl ikely event, reach
out to me, our office, or
another officer, and let us
know what you would l ike to
see our Val ley do in terms of
new events. I readi ly admit I
am not the best “idea man”
around. I would love to hear
your ideas about what our
Val ley should be doing to
provide greater value to its
members.
“We’re missing you.” This

is the phrase I thought of as I
was writing this article. As I
am writing this article I am
sitting by the pool at the
Scottish Rite Recreation Area
whi le my chi ldren enjoy
swimming. I am fortunate as
there are other members out
here enjoying the nice
weather, some fel lowship, and
fun. And yet, we are sti l l
missing you. That is the case
at so many of our events,
whether they are wel l
attended or not. There is
always room for more. Those
additions at those events
make them even more special
for everyone in attendance.
They bring us together and
create new friendships. We
need you there. We want you
there. You’re missing it, and
we are missing you. Come
join us. We’l l see you there.

Respectful ly Submitted,
Andrew Scott Bender, 33°
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On November 12, 2016, Val leys, Orients, and Counci ls of Del iberations from both the Northern
Masonic and Southern Jurisdictions wil l come together to celebrate the Scottish Rite. It is the first

time the fraternity has held such a nationwide day of honor.

On this historic occasion, the Val ley of Bloomington wil l join the Val leys of Moline, Peoria, and
Springfield for a celebration to be held in the Peoria Scottish Rite Cathedral, 400 N.E. Perry Ave. ,

Peoria.

The schedule of events is as fol lows:

12:30 – Begin presentation of the 9th, 22nd (singing), and 32nd degrees
12:30 – Begin Ladies’ Program
5:00 – On-site social hour

6:00 – On-site catered dinner

While the detai ls of the Ladies’ Program have yet to be final ized, the intent is to provide an on-site
“wine and painting” party.

Once final planning is complete, we wil l bring you additional information on how to make your
reservations for the Ladies’ Program and the dinner, through the Val ley of Bloomington’s office.
Please mark your calendar and save the date for what wil l be a memorable experience on

November 12, 2016!

For more information about Scottish Rite Day, visit http: //srday2016.org/.

We have created an onl ine survey for the Val ley Membership, to gather interest in the Val ley
staying active for the months of July and August. Please take a moment to answer the question

and provide feedback to the Val ley. To take the survey, visit
https: //www.surveymonkey.com/r/WBC6GD9.

mailto: http://srday2016.org/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WBC6GD9
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I f any 33° members of the Val ley
are able to help with a 3rd Degree on
October 15th, please contact Larry

Raglan at 309-826-9971 or
larryraglan@yahoo.com.

Remember, we have excel lent Masonic
instruction at Normal Lodge every Saturday
from 7am-9am, at the Robert E. Lee Clark

School of Instruction. Come over to learn how
to properly perform ritual for your new officer
role, or just to get a refresher in basic lodge

ritual . We would love to see you.

mailto: valleybloomington@gmail.com?Subject=Contact%20Info
mailto: larryraglan@yahoo.com
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Two Commanders in Chief
have let me write about some
of the people who are the
“Guys of the Rite.” It is truly
an honor to do this, and I have
written about some inspiring
individuals, in fact an easy
task. I value each meeting
with the “Guys” and look
forward to each reunion, when
I see people I see too
infrequently.
On Friday, August 26, I had

an opportunity to attend a
reunion of sorts. The travel l ing
“Vietnam Wal l” was in
Bloomington and, out of
respect for the friends noted
on that imposing black wal l , I
went. I have been to the
“Wal l” many times, and it is
always an emotional
experience for me. As I
searched for the name of
Special ist Brown, a kid from
Newark, New Jersey, I thought
how lucky I was to know this
young man. Courageous as
only an inner city kid can be,
when I told him he was being
sent to Vietnam, his only
question was, “Wi l l I be able to
stop en route to see my new
born son?” Sadly, the answer
was, “No”. He was ordered to
help fight off the NVA
offensive known as “TET”.
Sadly, he would never see his
son.
I spent time, in memory,

with a ful l -blooded Cherokee
from, of al l places,
Jeffersonvi l le, Indiana (the
East St Louis of Louisvi l le) .
Bobby Palk dropped out of
high school , joined the Army,
earned a GED and became an
officer. He died as a Captain,
advising a Vietnamese tank
Battal ion in 1971.
There, also, was “Skip”

Mol ino, a Big City kid who
loved reconnaissance and
work in the field. Skip went to
Vietnam with the chance to do
what he wanted, serve as a
“LRRP” (Long Range
Reconnaissance Patrol) . We
received letters tel l ing us how
tough it was, and the dangers
he faced as Executive Officer
of a LRRP Company. Then the
letters stopped. It was not ti l l
years later I found out that,
after an insertion operation,
Skip’s hel icopter was shot
down. He is, officia l ly, “Missing
in Action.”
Unfortunately, there are

many more on that wal l I
knew, and sti l l remember.
There are others who gave
their al l , and either gave into,
or are suffering from, the
effects of their service, either
psychological ly or physical ly
and, most appal l ing, from the
genetic effects of Agent
Orange. Each time I learn of
the passing of one of these

men, a bit of me passes with
them. I wish I had spent more
time with them when we could
laugh, slap each other on the
back, and remember our time
together. Perhaps that is why I
find myself drawn to mil i tary
reunions.
I have met a great number

of people over the years,
many in Scottish Rite. We
have gone through simi lar
experiences, we have had fun,
we have wept as age takes its
tol l on once young vigorous
guys and their fami ly
members, who are as much
ours as our immediate fami ly.
Sti l l , we get the opportunity,
at least twice a year, to
gather. Sadly, some do not
take advantage of the
opportunity to tel l people
significant to them, how much
they value their friendship. So
long as I am able, I wi l l attend
every Scottish Rite reunion,
because I wi l l never know
when the last time comes.
We have a reunion set for

November 4 and 5. I hope al l
of those who read this wi l l join
me, whether you are in
degrees or not, and celebrate
the great people who are the
“Guys of the Rite.”

Dan Leifel

Bring your favorite chi l i , or at least your appetite, to the Chi l i Cookoff at the next
Stated Meeting on Tuesday, October 4th. This is always a good time for

fel lowship and chatting about which chi l i should win.
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mailto: vino81@comcast.net
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Around 40 Brothers, friends, and fami ly had a great time at the
Lodge of Perfection's Summer Family Picnic. Thanks to Brother

Longfel low for putting it together and gri l l ing, to Brother Trefzger for
assisting with the gri l l ing, and to al l who assisted.
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August 13, 2016, marked the Val ley’s annual
dinner honoring our past officers held at the
Scottish Rite Recreation Area. As always, our
Sovereign Prince, Gerald Gooding, put together
a great event. We had approximately thirty-five
people in attendance, between our past
officers and their ladies. We had an excel lent
meal prepared by our Campers’ Club.
I t was also an opportunity for us to wish our

cherished brother, Charl ie Casperson, a
belated happy 95th birthday! Our singing may

have been a l ittle off key, but our hearts were
in the right place.
This event has grown in popularity and

attendance over the years. We look forward to
seeing you there next year, as we continue to
show our appreciation to those men who have
worked so hard to make our Val ley successful
over the years. A special thanks to everyone
who attended, and to al l of those folks who
made it possible.
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Come out and join us for some fal l
outdoor fun. We wi l l have a fire

going on most Friday and Saturday
nights this fal l , weather permitting,
for you to come out and enjoy
some fel lowship with fel low
members and their fami l ies.

Annual Pie Night 

Brethren 
Please join us in our annual  

“Pie Night Fellowship” 
@ Busy Corner in Goodfield, Illinois 

Sunday October 30th @ 3:00pm 
Please inform Gerald Gooding @ 
glgooding@mchsi.com - email 

or 309-242-2821 text message 
As to how many will be in your party in attendance for 

this fun time of Family Fellowship event  
By Friday  October 28th 

This is a well attended event so get your reservations in 
early as possible Thank You 
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Provided by Brother Movie Quotes

On Monday, August 29th, several
Members and spouses helped bui ld pal lets
of food for distribution to area food banks.

We Worked for 2 hours and bui lt
approximatly 17 pal lets.
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Issue Submission Deadline

I f any lodges need assistance in
performing a degree, you may contact

the Val ley for assistance.

mailto: valleybloomington@gmail.com?subject=Constant+Contact&body=Constant+Contact:+Add+Me,+Add+Me.


The Campers' Club Christmas Party wi l l be held Friday,

December 2nd, 2016, at 6:00 PM at the Normal Masonic Lodge.

Al l Scottish Rite Fami l ies are welcome. Just let us know at

SRRA@BarryCar.com.

Please bring a dessert to share, and a gift to pass ($10.00

value), suited to either a man or a woman.

www.valleyofbloomington.org
mailto: srra@barrycar.com?subject=Christmas%20Party



